
The Democratic Convention in Denver looks to be 
an exciting mix this time.  With Barack Obama giving his speech in a 
huge arena and both Clintons appearing also on separate evenings.

To date no Vice Presidential running mate has been announced so the 
speculation just keeps boiling and boiling.  Many still favor the nod go-
ing to Hillary and some would like to see Joe Biden bring his experience 
to the ticket.  Evan Bayh and Tim Kaine are also names that surface 
quite often depending on if you are looking for experience or change.

The comparison in excitement between our Democratic Convention and the Republicans’ 
is stark.  So far ten out of fifty invited Republican representatives have responded that they 
will not attend.  It’s honestly no surprise with their sitting President’s approval ratings 
in the basement.   With a horrid economic outlook, a botched Iraq war, the Afghanistan 

war heating up again and now GW’s good buddy 
Vladimir acting up in Georgia things look terrible 
for the Republicans.

This brings up the polls.  Just how can the polls 
be reporting such a close race when Democratic 
voter registrations are going through the roof?  
Simply watch these two individuals speak and 
the question of who is sharper, more thoughtful 
and capable is apparent.  Some question Obama’s 
experience level but the Bush administration had 
plenty of experience and look what that gave us.  

The value of experience is degraded if the judgement of that individual is lacking.  Worse 
yet is if that experience is dedicated to the concept of misleading the electorate.  If the goal 
was to enable huge profits for your corporate backers, use the citizen’s children as fodder 
for your war plans and strip away an individual’s rights..... then what a success this Bush 
Administration has been.

If it was ever time to get fired up—it’s now.  Now is the time to stand united in our hopes 
and ideals and vote to take our country back from the corporate and special interests.

In the next few months we are planning our meetings to inform our members on candidates 
and ballot issues.  We will have information for you on where and how to volunteer for 
candidate campaigns.  Please try to attend and remember that every thing we do to unite for 
change will take us a step closer to reclaiming this country.

Several of our members are going as delegates to the DWC of Florida convention. The 
delegates look forward to the opportunity to represent this honorable group of Democratic 
women and report back to the club on the decisions made in Sarasota
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Editor’s Notes

Does anyone remember when  “Truth, Justice and the American Way” were the good  things  
for which our heros fought villains? 

 Former Press Secretary Scott McClellan’s explosive book, What Happened: Inside the Bush 
White House and Washington’s Culture of Deception and Ron Suskind’s The Way of the World: 
A Story of Truth and Hope in an Age of Extremism   detail a chronology  of lies to the American 
Public by the Bush Administration.

Suskind claims that the White House ordered the CIA to forge a back-dated, handwritten letter 
from the head of Iraqi intelligence to Saddam Hussein. The author claims that such an opera-
tion, part of “false pretenses” for war, would apparently constitute illegal White House use of the CIA to influence 
a domestic audience, an arguably impeachable offense. Suskind writes that the forgery “operation created by the 
White House and passed to the CIA seems inconsistent with” a statute saying the CIA may not conduct covert op-
erations “intended to influence United States political processes, public opinion, policies or media. Suskind writes 
in his final chapter, “the administration profoundly altered basic democratic ideals of accountability and informed 
consent.”

Scott McClellan’s book exposing how the White House led America to war with 
an ad campaign raised such an outcry that the Judiciary Committee got involved.   
After several hours of testimony in which he laid out a case against the president 
and vice-president knowingly concealing evidence from the American People, 
he revealed even more in a Keith Obermann interview. There he confirmed  that 
the government of the United States has used private media as a propaganda 
outlet in that Fox news was given “talking points” by the Bush Administration 
and they were reported as news with no comments as to source.

In today’s political campaign commercial rhetoric the Republicans have made   
“I’m a war hero” their kryptonite  and are using it  over and over to try to cover up the fact that they are the villains 
who  threw truth, justice and the American way out the window and into the wind. They are labeling anyone search-
ing for it as a left wing liberal.  Well I believe the American People are searching for it and “We the people” want 
change and we believe an oath to preserve, protect and defend the constitution should mean  more than a sentence 
mumbled on inauguration day.

Shame on local Republicans 
who made it plain that Seeta Begui, 
non-partisan candidate for School 
board, was not welcome at a Repub-
lican candidate picnic because she 
had not paid the Republicans “fees”  
to speak and she was not a registered 
Republican. Oh well, so much for 
freedom of speech and assembly!



Putting pressure on congressional Democrats to back more exploration 
for oil, President Bush on July14, 2008 lifted an executive ban on off-
shore drilling that has stood since his father was president.
But the move, by itself, will do nothing unless Congress acts as well.
In the drilling process, a drilling fluid is used to lubricate the drill bit as 
it drills through the layer of hard rock of the outer continental shelf. A 
toxic soup is formed when the fluid blends with rock, mud, and natu-
rally occurring radioactive materials, which can spread at the minimum 

of a thousand meters from the rigs.

These drilling muds and cuttings as well as the produced waters contain, according to the 
EPA: arsenic, lead, mercury, cadmium, barite, chrome lignosulfate, petroleum hydrocar-
bons, vanadium, copper, aluminum, chromium, zinc, polynuclear aromatic hydrocarbons, 
radionuclides, and other heavy metals. All of these chemicals pose a threat to the area sur-
rounding the rigs for as many as forty years. Such threats are affecting the quality of the 
marine water, harming the organisms that stay on the bottom of the ocean, and, ultimately, 
having negative impacts throughout the region, which includes changes in the abundance 
richness and diversity of the marine life from both the physical and toxic effects.

Oil and grease, ethylbenzene, napthalene, toluene, and zinc are included in the category 
of workover fluids, with restrictions only having an effect on the dumping of the oil and 
grease.    Draining of oil, grease, drilling fluids, lubricants, ethylene, fuels, surfacants, 
biocides, detergents, corrosion inhibitors, bleach, cleaning solvents, coagulants, as well 
as other chemicals off of the rig deck has a disastrous affect on the surrounding marine 
environment.

For every well that is drilled, about 8,000 square feet can be covered by as much as a meter 
thick of drilling waste, which can remain in the environment for at least two years. If the 
mud were to get scattered, by a hurricane for example, the waste could ultimately last for 
as long as forty years. Around an exploratory well that belonged to Chevron, inspectors 
discovered that shovels, bags, pipes, tubing, hose, and many other forms of debris covered 
more than three acres.

The effects of offshore drilling are not simply felt by the surrounding 
environment, but also by the marine life. These effects have damaging 
consequences for our fisheries, food chain, balance of the ecosystem, 
health, and the enjoyment that we find in the diversity of nature. One 
compelling fact is that the federal government allows the “taking” (kill-
ing) of marine life during the drilling for oil and gas, which in return, 
has negative effects on various marine mammals, including manatees 
and dolphins. Furthermore, the extent that contaminants can amplify and 
bioaccumulate is unknown, and the lack of knowledge in this area has an 
ensuing impact on many of the marine mammals.

Do we really want to damage our fantastic shoreline’s ecology with this 
type of mess?  Jimmy Carter tried to show us the way.... the clean way 
to energy independence and the republicans dropped the ball.  Let your 
representatives know that you don’t want offshore drilling.

 Offshore Drilling

Scheduled Events

September 4-8, 2008
Convention

Lido Beach Resort
Sarasota, Florida

OUR NEXT

MEETING

September 13 at 11:15 
Memaw’s Barbecue, 
600 E. Eau Gallie Blvd., 
Indian Harbour Beach.  



Frances Speegle’s Message
Legislative Report
Our September 13 meeting will be dedicated to what we can do to support candidates 
who will be on the November ballot.  Your Board members have asked each one of them 
to come prepared with phone lists, literature and concrete things you, our members, can 
do for their campaign.  We expect all of you will attend and not leave until you have ac-
cepted an assignment of some sort from at least one, if not more, of the Candidates.

Our October meeting will be devoted to the pros and cons of the Referendums that will 
be on the November ballot.

WAL-MART WATCH
(Excerpts from an E-mail article received August 12, 2008)

Earlier this month The Wall Street Journal had a front-page story that Wal-Mart was having mandatory 
meetings to urge its employees not to vote for pro-worker candidates like Senator Barack Obama in No-
vember.

Not only is this behavior morally reprehensible, it’s potentially illegal – and now you can help hold Wal-
Mart accountable.

American Rights at Work is asking the Federal Elections Commission (FEC) to investigate Wal-Mart’s 
potential voter intimidation of its workers.

Wal-Mart has a long history of anti-worker practices, and the company has been fined again and again for 
violations of many different worker protection laws.

But so far the retail giant has refused to change its ways.  These latest allegations of possible electioneer-
ing by urging hourly employees not to vote for Democratic candidates show that Wal-Mart will continue to 
abuse workers’ rights unless someone steps up to stop it.

(The deadline for the petition that the above organization is organizing was before this newsletter was to 
be published, so I have included below the address, e-mail address and phone number for the FEC so our 
members who should be enraged by this information can write their own letters or call.)

Federal Election Commission
999 E Street NW
Washington, D.C.  20463
1-800-424-9530
www.info@fec.gov



Region VI Report

As has been reported to you previously, Region VI will be hosting the 2008 DWCF Convention, and that 
the probable location will be at the Crown Plaza hotel on A1A in Melbourne.  There will be a presentation 
on Sunday morning at this year’s Convention, and the final decision will be made at the DWCF State Board 
Meeting, which will be held at the Crown Plaza, in January 2009.

We now have a theme:

Democratic Women  Breaking Barriers
Also, because of our past experience, the members of our Club will be heading the Data Base and Regis-
tration Committee, which will also include meal packets.  As we get closer to September 2009 we will be 
looking for club volunteers to help prepare the Registration packets and staff the Registration table.  There 
are a host of other chores and tasks that you will be hearing about and many opportunities for each and 
every member to help Region VI have a successful 2009 Convention.  

SBDWC Business Meeting of August 2, 2008
Our quarterly business meeting dealt with the following important facts and general 
information relevant to all of us.

Brevard Region VI will be hosting next year’s State Convention.  (The magnitude of 
such an event is mind-boggling and we will all have to pitch in.)  We will be sending 
delegates to this year’s convention in Sarasota September 4-7th.  Members attending 
will be Madeline Farley, David McKinney, Patricia Farley-Crutcher, Artney Turner, 
Geraldine Kapushy and Kelly Crutcher as an alternate.  Frances Speegle and Jodi James 

are attending as State Committee Chairs.   Hope Stewart, Treasurer, said our balance was $2600.00, but 
there are outstanding expenses that will dwindle the amount quickly.  The fundraisers garnered $553 from 
the barbecue, $130 from the Blue Donkey Sale, $50 from the DEC for float expenses, and $100 from the 
hat contest.   All the other Chairpersons gave their reports and updates.  Central Brevard will hold a Fashion 
Show on August 23rd, 2008 at noon at the Rockledge Garden Club. They are seeking ads for their journal 
and our club approved an ad for $35.00.  Our club still does not have a First Vice President.  Our club was 
given a packet of 12 State Scholarship tickets to sale.  Jodi James purchased six and a motion was made and 
passed that the club purchase the remaining six.  The meeting was adjourned at 12:40 p.m.



“They say John McCain is 71, but people are saying he may be older. No one knows for 
sure because his birth certificate was destroyed when the Wagon Train was attacked.” 
--David Letterman

Have you seen the new commercial? The McCain campaign compares Barack Obama to 
Britney Spears and Paris Hilton. And today the Obama campaign released an ad compar-
ing John McCain to Zsa Zsa Gabor and Bea Arthur.” --Jay Leno

But I think the U.S. is going to do well, particularly in swimming, I think we have a very 
strong swimming team this year for the Olympics, yeah, that’s right. Dick Cheney in par-
ticular looks great in the freestyle waterboarding.” --David Letterman

Some good unemployment news, President Bush will be out of work soon.” --Jimmy Kimmel

“And as you know, the McCain campaign is running that commercial where they’re comparing Barack Obama 
to various Hollywood celebrities. And as you know, if there’s one thing the Republicans will not stand for, 
it’s electing some Hollywood celebrity to public office. Except for Ronald Reagan, Fred Thompson, Arnold 
Schwarzenegger, Clint Eastwood -- you know, except for those.” --Jay Leno

“In a new report by the Center for Immigration Studies, researchers report that the number of illegal immi-
grants in the U.S. is down by 11 percent, and a lot of them are returning home. See, that’s when you know the 
economy is bad, when illegal immigrants are fleeing to Mexico for a better way of life!” --Jay Leno

Well listen, Barack Obama accused Republicans of trying to make others fear him, because, and I quote, he 
‘doesn’t look like the other presidents on the dollar bill.’ So the choice is, do you want to elect a guy who 
doesn’t look like the president on the dollar bill, or do you want to elect a guy who looks older than the presi-
dent on the dollar bill?” --Jay Leno

Barack Obama has agreed to debate John McCain three times this fall. Both candidates have conditions. 
Obama wants the debates to be held on college campuses. McCain wants them to be held before 7:00 p.m.” 
--Conan O’Brien

Super Mule 

OUR NEXT MEETING

Due to the State convention our next 
meeting will be September 13 at 11:15 
at Memaw’s Barbecue, 600 E. Eau Gallie 
Blvd., Indian Harbour Beach.  Our candi-
dates have been invited and told to bring 
information on how we can sign up and 
help them with their campaigns!



SBDWC Boosters

www.hodadpix.com

www.southernladysgallery.com

Beach Side Mini Storage
321-773-0096

Beach Side Ballroom Club
321-777-0001

Dancing Disciples
Greg Bennett & Robbie Pedigo

Silhouette Hairlines
Bonnie

Frank Greico

Donna Stanic-Kovach

Steven Blythe

Jackolyn Lombardo

Laura Dils

McGuire Properties
321-951-4523

Honk Honk Mitzi’s Here
321-726-3918

www.LEAP.cc www.flcan.org

Kathy’s Kloset
End of Lease Sale

321-726-3918



Campaign Corner

You can find PDF copies of these newsletters 
at http://sbdwcnewsletter.com/


