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Cocoa Beach, FL - The Democratic Women’s Club of Florida will hold their annual 2015 conven-
tion at the Cocoa Beach Hilton September 17-20.    The General Assembly of Delegates is gathering 
under the theme Voices for Equality. The speakers and breakout sessions invite the guest to explore 
what equality means and how we can better serve the community as a voice for equality.

The public is invited to luncheons and banquets with notable speakers on Friday and Saturday. 
Registered attendees have an opportunity to participate in breakout sessions on current issues with well-known com-
munity leaders, live and silent auctions to benefit the activities of the organization, and visit our exhibitors.
Scheduled speakers for this event include:  Congressman Alan Grayson; Congresswoman Lois Frankel; Florida Demo-
cratic Party Chair Allison Tant; Florida Democratic Party co-Chair Alan Clendenin; Senator Dwight Bullard; Pam 
Keith, candidate for US Senate; National Federation of Democratic Women President Joanne Sullivan; National Fed-
eration of Democratic Women Regional Chair Susan Y. Smith; and Jay Parmley of South Forward.

Breakout session topics and speakers include:

Paul Heroux--Voter Suppression: Understanding the Populations Most Effected & How You Can Help

Kathleen Oropeza--Fund Education Now

Dr. Leandra Preston-- Feminism 101: Unpacking Intersectionality

Rev. Kathy Schmitz--Women & Religion: What’s Faith Got to do with it?

Carlos Smith-- A Pivotal Moment, an Update on LGBTQ Rights

Planned Parenthood--Reproductive Health in Florida: How High Are the Stakes?

Bill Rettinger—Healthcare Expansion, How we failed and How do we succeed next time?

Jodi James—Fund Raising- Developing and implementing a fundraising plan 

Individuals may pre-register for the event breakout sessions or purchase luncheon tickets ($40) and dinner tickets ($65) 

by calling 321-794-1955, 321-773-2949

DWCF Convention 2015
We will be selling tickets for   Lunch $40, Dinner $65
Speakers:  
September 18th Friday Lunch:  Florida Democratic Party co-Chair Alan Clendenin; National Federation of Demo-
cratic Women Regional Chair Susan Y. Smith; and Jay Parmley of South Forward.
September 18th Friday Dinner:   Q and A with Congressman Alan Grayson and Pam Keith, candidate for US Senate; 
September 19th Saturday Lunch:  Congresswoman Lois Frankel; 
September 19th Saturday Dinner:   Awards NIght  Senator Dwight Bullard  and National Federation of Democratic 
Women President Joanne Sullivan;



Help Make Our Convention a Big Success:

Our Club is doing Hospitality and Registration:

Are you going to the convention or can you help with our responsibilities?
Bonnie Ollinger is going to head the Hospitality room and get it all organized:
We need fresh mini-muffins, donuts, and bagels for Friday and Saturday.  Please email her at ollingerb@gmail.com 
or ollinger.bonnie@brevardschools.org  to tell her what you can bring.  We have collected some funds to cover other 
items.  

For a $25 donation we will add your name on a sign as a sponsor of the Hospitality Room.  We will have signup sheets 
at the September meeting.
Our responsibilities for registration will require someone with computer skills.  If you are adept at typing lists of 
names in Word and working in Excel spreadsheet you are needed.

Sending Love and Prayers:

Everyone knows how much work Madeline Farley does for this organization 
and how much she is needed.  Well, Madeline fell and broke both arms and 
cannot do much of anything right now, but be upset with herself for tripping 
over a mop in the garage.   She is at Life Care Center of Melbourne, 606 E 
Sheridan Rd, Melbourne, FL 32901, until she is well enough to go home to 
finish her rehab as an outpatient.  She is feisty and trying to do as much as 
possible while dealing with the pain.

Our next regular meeting, on September 5th at 11:30 at  Memaw’s , will be the last one before the convention and 
we will be going over last minute details, getting individuals to sign up for the Hospitality  items and volunteering 
to work the registration table. 
Our club needs to donate for the silent auction and we are 
making several baskets --some for the basket auction and 
some for the silent auction.
 We need items for convention Auction Baskets.  We are 
working on several baskets and have some themes going:  
Please bring or contribute items to fit into these themes;
1. At the beach in Florida;  
2. Bucket of different kinds of unique beers
3. Pretty Turquoise items
4. Early Christmas

Making Convention Baskets and items for Silent Auction



Geraldine Thompson plans congressional bid
By Scott Powers

Democrats expect primary fight between Thompson, Demings, to take on 
Rep. Dan Webster.

A day after former Orlando Police Chief Val Demings announced her candidacy 
for Congress in Florida’s 10th Congressional District, state Sen. Geraldine Thompson said she will enter the same 
race -- creating a high-profile Democratic primary.

Thompson said Tuesday she intends to file her candidacy to run in the 10th District after the current special session 
of the Florida Legislature ends. That session is all about redrawing the boundaries of that and other congressional 
districts in Florida. It’s set to end Friday.

Thompson, 66, of Windermere, is a former teacher and Valencia College official who served for six years in the state 
House of Representatives before being elected to the Florida Senate in 2012.

She noted that all of her current state senate district is contained within the borders of the newly-drawn proposals for 
the congressional district. She said it was time to seek to offer “a broader level of service.”

“These are my voters,” she said. “I have almost 10 years of elected experience, and I’ve been able to work in a bi-
partisan fashion to help get legislation passed, and to get appropriations placed in the budget that help the citizens in 
the district I represent.”

Both she and Demings want to take on U.S. Rep. Dan Webster, R-Winter Garden, in a district few thought any 
Democrat could win before the legislature started redrawing its boundaries. In the proposed maps, the district’s voter 
base shifts dramatically, tipping the district from being Republican-leaning to Democratic-leaning.

The Florida House voted 76 to 35 Tuesday in favor of the new congressional district maps The Senate will vote later 
this week.

District 10 changes dramatically because the Florida Legislature is trying to move several Orlando-area African 
American communities from District 5, which stretches all the way to Jacksonville and is represented by U.S. Rep. 
Corrine Brown of Jacksonville, into District 10. Both Demings and Thompson are black.

Thompson said she would stress access to health care and support for public education as top issues in a campaign.

Kasich and Bush are not moderate. People for the American Way points out that...
“Few issues demonstrate the extreme agenda of Bush, Kasich, and the Republican Party more than a woman’s right to 
choose. Kasich has directly targeted access to legal abortion in Ohio though enacting medically unnecessary, cumber-
some laws that closed abortion clinics. He signed a bill including a policy that restricts rape crisis counselors from 
providing referrals to abortion services to rape survivors. Jeb Bush calls himself the “most pro-life governor in modern 
times.” As governor, he tried to restrict the ability of a mentally disabled rape victim to have an abortion. The “Scarlet 
Letter” law enacted during Bush’s term as governor required a single mother who did not know the father of her child 
to pay for a month-long newspaper ad before putting her child up for adoption. The ad had to include personal details 
about the mother and her sexual history, complete with dates and locations where the child could have been conceived. 
Bush and Kasich are just as bad as their fellow candidates like Scott Walker, who recently signed a 20-week abortion 
bill even though he promised voters in his last campaign that the right to choose is between a woman and her doctor; 
or Marco Rubio, who co-sponsored a 20-week abortion bill in the Senate.”



Super Mule

“In a recent interview, Hillary Clinton said that one of the jobs that prepared her to be president 
was sliming fish in Alaska. As opposed to Bill, who learned by catching crabs in Cancun.” –
Jimmy Fallon

“After Donald Trump gave out Lindsey Graham’s personal phone number a couple of weeks ago, 
the website Gawker gave out Trump’s personal cellphone number. Which backfired when Trump 

just speed-insulted everyone who called him: Loser. Moron. Idiot. Loser.” –Jimmy Fallon

“Jeb Bush’s campaign and the super PACs supporting him have raised more than $120 million so far. In fact, Jeb’s 
campaign was this weekend’s second highest grossing ‘Mission: Impossible.’” –Jimmy Fallon

“Chris Christie, John Kasich, and Rick Perry are currently fighting for the final two spots in Thursday’s Republican 
debate. It’s going to be tough – Chris Christie really wants those two spots.” –Jimmy Fallon

“Donald Trump has fired a campaign adviser for posting racist remarks on Facebook. Isn’t that shocking? Donald 
Trump has a campaign adviser.” –Conan O’Brien

“Donald Trump is still leading the Republican polls, with support from 19 percent of voters. Of course, it’s only a 
matter of time before Trump slips up and says something completely sane.” –Seth Meyers

“Today is Bill Clinton’s birthday. Hillary sent Bill an e-birthday card and out of habit she immediately deleted it.” 
–Conan O’Brien

“Today, Hillary Clinton released an ad that emphasized her humble economic background. In the ad she says, ‘Just 
15 years ago, my family and I were evicted from our house.’” –Conan O’Brien

‘The beautiful Heidi Klum is on the show tonight. Donald Trump was actually quoted as saying that Heidi is ‘no 
longer a 10.’ Heidi said the comment didn’t bother her, especially coming from someone who was never even a 4.’ 
–Jimmy Fallon

“Trump recently said he won’t eat Oreos anymore because the company that makes them moved to Mexico. Then 
Chris Christie said, ‘Does that mean I can start dipping them in salsa?’” –Jimmy Fallon

“Up to 11 states are poised to legalize weed, which would bring the total to 14 states. Marijuana activists are thrilled. 
They’re saying, ‘Wow, 14 states. That’s more than half of the states.’” –James Corden

“A new CNN poll shows that Donald Trump is within six points of Hillary Clinton. It’s the closest Trump has ever 
gotten to a woman over 40.” –Seth Meyers

“This week the Obama administration warned China to remove its secret agents from the U.S. Then in the middle of 
Obama’s announcement a plant behind him got up and walked away.” –Jimmy Fallon

“Donald Trump unveiled his immigration policy and now he’s getting a lot of flak. His policy would have prevented 
his own grandfather from coming to America. That explains his new campaign slogan: ‘Vote Trump to prevent an-
other Trump.’” –Conan O’Brien

“Donald Trump is the grandson of German immigrants. Don’t worry. The last time a German guy with crazy hair 
took over a country, everything turned out fine.” –Conan O’Brien



Thank a Union: 36 Ways Unions Have Improved Your Life

Let’s get one thing straight... 
 
Employers and Corporations did not feel generous and de-
cide to give you two days off every week to have a social/
personal life. (We now call them weekends). Corporations 
did not just feel like being nice one day and give their 
employees paid vacations. CEOs didn’t get together in a 
board room and say “Let’s give our employees more rights 
at work” or “Maybe there should be laws to limit our power 
over an employee”. 
 
Virtually ALL the benefits you have at work, whether you 
work in the public or private sector, all of the benefits and 
rights you enjoy everyday are there because unions fought 
hard and long for them against big business who did every-
thing they could to prevent giving you your rights. Many union leaders and members even lost their lives for things 
we take for granted today. 
 
The right-wing attack on unions is nothing more than ignorance, lack of education, and propaganda. 
 
If republicans would rather support corporations instead of organized groups of workers working to secure a fair 
work environment A.K.A a union, I ask them to walk the walk as well. Give up every benefit and right that you use 
that unions are responsible for. 
 
Complete trust and submit yourself to the corporate agenda you fight for. Play by their rules with no influence from 
democrats or labor unions to try to force rights among the workers of this country. Dedicate your life to their life 
goal of making your company more money than the year before. Just understand that this may mean sacrificing the 
union fought rights you enjoy everyday. I mean, you don’t want to be a hypocrite, do you? Like bashing unions on 
your union fought lunch break? Which means if you practice what you preach, you don’t get a lunch break. 
 
Corporations use to work employees 80+ hours a week, offer no breaks, hire children, offer horrid, unsanitary work 
conditions, paid literally next to nothing, and even murder. Not murder with a pen like they do today, but actual 
murder. They basically did whatever they wanted. 
 
This is what they were like before unions. Don’t take my word for it, look it up. If we rid the world of unions tomor-
row, who is to say that they won’t go right back to the way they were merely 70 years ago? The GOP governor of 
Maine signed a bill to repeal child labor laws this year, maybe they are going back to their roots whether we have 
unions or not. 
 
So conservatives, please practice what you preach and give up all these rights and leave the umbrella of these laws 
for they were brought to you by unions... 
 
36 Reasons Why You Should Thank a Union 
Weekends
All Breaks at Work, including your Lunch Breaks
Paid Vacation



Scheduled Events

Next Meeting

September 5th 
at 11:30 at  
Memaw’s

DWCF
Convention

September 17-20
Cocoa Beach

 Hilton

FMLA
Sick Leave
Social Security
Minimum Wage
Civil Rights Act/Title VII (Prohibits Employer Discrimination)
8-Hour Work Day
Overtime Pay
Child Labor Laws
Occupational Safety & Health Act (OSHA)
40 Hour Work Week
Worker’s Compensation (Worker’s Comp)
Unemployment Insurance
Pensions
Workplace Safety Standards and Regulations
Employer Health Care Insurance
Collective Bargaining Rights for Employees
Wrongful Termination Laws
Age Discrimination in Employment Act of 1967
Whistleblower Protection Laws
Employee Polygraph Protect Act (Prohibits Employer from using a lie detector test on an 
employee)
Veteran’s Employment and Training Services (VETS)
Compensation increases and Evaluations (Raises)
Sexual Harassment Laws
Americans With Disabilities Act (ADA) 
Holiday Pay
Employer Dental, Life, and Vision Insurance
Privacy Rights
Pregnancy and Parental Leave
Military Leave
The Right to Strike
Public Education for Children
Equal Pay Acts of 1963 & 2011 (Requires employers pay men and women equally for the 
same amount of work)
Laws Ending Sweatshops in the United States

We mourn the loss of Civil Rights Leader Horace Julian 
Bond (January 14, 1940 – August 15, 2015). 

Bond was elected to four terms in the Georgia House of 
Representatives and later to six terms in the Georgia State 
Senate, serving a combined twenty years in both legisla-
tive chambers. From 1998 to 2010, he was chairman of 
the National Association for the Advancement of Colored 
People (NAACP) and the first president of the Southern 
Poverty Law Center.
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Become an SBDWC Booster
Your ad will appear in the newsletter as well as in 
the archive at   http://sbdwcnewsletter.com where 
thousands can view it.  A link included in your ad 
will be “clickable” so as to send greater traffic to 
your site.
Help us find Boosters to cover the costs of printing 
our newsletter.  Cost for a one line listing is $20 
for 6 months or $35 for a year.  Cost for a two line 
listing is $30  for 6 months or $45  for a year,  ad-
ditional lines extra.

Contact pfarley_101@hotmail.com

You can find archived PDF copies of 
these our newsletters at

www.sbdwcnewsletter.com/

Our sincere Thoughts and Prayers 
are extended to all the US troops 

stationed in Afghanistan, Iraq, 
around the world and also to their 

families everywhere.  
We pray for the safe return of the 

troops, a speedy end to the war and 
the wisdom of our leaders to guide 

us in this conflict.


