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Editor’s Notes

September was a busy month for the SBDWC with a large group of our 
members attending the DWC of Florida Convention.  Brevard had more 
members there than any other county.  It was a great experience, with op-
portunities to hear some wonderful speakers and voice our opinions on 
matters that affect our club and the citizens of Florida.  Both of the Resolu-
tions presented by our club passed in the general session.  The DWC is pro-
moting their “Triumph Fund,” which is managed by Jodi James and will be 
used to help fund the election of Democratic candidates in the state.  Patty 
Farley Crutcher was elected the new Region VI chair, replacing Frances 
Speegle, who has represented our club so very competently and positively in the past. I am 
personally proud and honored by all three of these individuals.  Attending these events gives 
us a wonderful opportunity to, not only learn about important topics that involve our club, 
but also to get to know each other and become even closer with our club sisters. I hope our 
attendance grows even larger in the future.

The Ice Cream Social was a fun affair for all who attended and I want to thank everyone who 
participated.  This was something we will want to repeat in the future.

At our next meeting, October 1st at 11:30 back at the Piccadilly in Melbourne Square, we 
will review the convention highlights.  October is Domestic Abuse Awareness month and we 
will discuss ways that our members can be involved helping local organizations with this 
issue.

Our club officer elections will be held at the November meeting.  If you would like to run for 
an office, please contact me at 321-773-2949.



Editor’s Notes

One would have to go back to the days of George Wallace and Barry Goldwater to find a crowd of 
presidential candidates who stood as squarely for state’s rights and argued that federal government 
was the enemy as the crowd of Republicans who appeared in Orlando last week.  These are people 
seeking to lead a federal government that they clearly hold in contempt and don’t believe should 
even exist.  “Get the federal government out of education” was a central theme echoed several 
times in the recent debate.  Now just how far this group would go, we do not know.  Ron Paul, Rick 
Perry and Michele Bachman are all ready to do away with the Department of Education. 

 I guess this would mean there would be no federal laws any more requiring any accommodations 
for children with disabilities; no special education classes; no help with federal money in a school lunch program 
or breakfast program; no federal grants coming into local school systems for technology; no federal grants for state 
universities.  I bet some of the states would even try to go back and re-segregate like North Carolina is trying to do 
now! 

Mitt Romney recently railed against raising corporate taxes asserting, “Corporations are people!” And he’s appointed 
Robert Bork who was famously rejected by the Senate for a Supreme Court seat because we was such a far-right 
radical — as his chief adviser on judicial nominations! If that’s not a clear signal to both the Radical Religious AND 
Corporate Right that Romney is willing to do their bidding on judicial nominations and a host of other issues, I don’t 
know what is.

Texas Governor Rick Perry has written that Social Security is unconstitutional and called it an “outrageous lie” and 
a “Ponzi scheme.” This summer, Perry hosted an exclusionary prayer rally with some of the most bigoted leaders 
on the Religious Right and he’s such a shill for Big Oil that he said of the BP Oil Spill, “from time to time, there are 
going to be things that occur that are acts of God that cannot be prevented.”

Michele Bachmann is a product of the Religious Right, and she has certainly done the most to appeal to the Tea 
Party. Before she was accusing the president of “socialism” and completely distorting the Constitution, Bachmann 
was crusading against gay rights saying it would lead to students experimenting and becoming victims of sexual 
identity disorders.

Perhaps the only thing scarier than the Republican presidential candidates is the right-wing crowd at their debates. 
At the recent debate, the crowd actually booed a gay soldier who asked a question about Don’t Ask Don’t Tell! At 
another debate, the mention of Rick Perry’s record-setting number of state executions as governor drew huge ap-
plause. The crowd at the first official Tea Party debate cheered at the suggestion that the way to deal with a sick 
person without health insurance is to “let him die.”  The candidates said nothing to dissuade the crowd.  

The eight best reasons to vote for President Obama are the Republican candidates on the stage!



Scheduled Events

Next Meeting.

October 1st at 11:30 
at the Piccadilly in 
Melbourne Square

Take Back the Night 
October 1st, 5-8pm 
Palm Bay City Hall

In May of 2011, Perry continued his Anti-Choice stance on abortion, mandating that 6. 
every woman getting an abortion must get a sonogram of the fetus and have the doc-
tor explain, in detail, everything about the picture, with the only exceptions involving 
rape or incest. Perry also wanted to defund Planned Parenthood, one of the top orga-
nizations that many middle-class and low-income earners rely on for medical help

As Perry has cut from public education, Texas has one of the worst education systems 7. 
in the country, Texas ranks 49th in verbal SAT scores and 46th in Math SAT scores. In 
addition Texas has the lowest rate of adults with a high school diploma.

Perry has called the 16th Amendment, income tax, unconstitutional. Apparently Perry 8. 
thinks all those roads, bridges and tunnels will build themselves, unless he gets his 
rich campaign donors to make money off them instead.

Perry has called for an amendment to the Constitution to ban abortion and same-sex 9. 
marriage adding to the bigotry of the conservative agenda and the hypocrisy of the 
Republican Party’s supposed “small government” ideology.

Staying on the same track as most conservatives and taking the stance that science 10. 
doesn’t matter, Perry believes that Climate Change is made up by scientists just so 
they can make a buck even though bipartisan studies have shown over 97% of cli-
mate scientists believe that Global Warming/Climate Change is caused by the human 
impact.

Rick Perry was part of a proposed scheme to take life insurance policies out on elderly 11. 
retired teachers with the promise to give kick backs to Wall Street investors.

Perry has said that any regulation to the banking industry is unconstitutional; appar-12. 
ently forgetting that deregulation was the leading cause of the economic collapse in 
2008

A Dozen reasons to defeat Rick Perry
     As the Governor of Texas, Rick Perry has jumped to the head of the pack of the Republican Presidential field as of 
late, and the spotlight has rightfully been put on him. With that spotlight comes a lot of attention, and it’s not always 
good. With the Tea Party takeover nearly complete, the Republican Party has shown that unless their candidates go 
further and further to the extreme right, they will not have a home to rest in. Rick Perry is number one with the Re-
publican Party and there is a reason for it. Perry’s stance and ideology is a dangerous one for anyone in this country, 
with the possible exception of the top 1% of income earners and big business. Here are a dozen of the many reasons 
why Rick Perry would be a disaster and dangerous as president.

Perry believes that one of the most successful programs in our country’s history, Social Security, is a Ponzi 1. 
scheme. Perry wants to eliminate Social Security even though the majority of seniors rely solely on the program 
and don’t want anyone in the private sector putting their greedy hands on it.

Perry denies scientific facts relating to Evolution, and wants “Creationism” being taught to children.2. 

Perry loves to talk about his great record creating jobs over the last decade, however his state of Texas is number 3. 
one in jobs paying the minimum wage, and 25th in unemployment, at just over 8%.

Rick Perry’s wonderful solution for the drought Texas went through in April was praying for rain. Enough 4. 
said.

Despite being a “Christian”, over the last decade as Governor of Texas Perry has overseen more executions than 5. 
any governor in modern history with the giant number of 234. Perry’s death number is more than the total of 
next two states, Oklahoma and Virginia, combined.



Judge sends Medicare offender to prison for 50 years
BY JAY WEAVER, jweaver@MiamiHerald.com

New York transplant Lawrence Duran once ran a multimillion-dollar mental health 
company in Miami, lobbied Congress for his industry and tooled around town in a 
Maserati.

His next stop: federal prison — likely for the rest of his life.

On Friday, a federal judge slammed Duran, 49, with a 50-year prison sentence for orchestrating a staggering $205 
million scam at his Miami-based chain of mental health clinics.

The sentence may end up being the longest prison term ever imposed on someone convicted of Medicare fraud.

Duran’s lawyer, Lawrence Metsch, had urged the judge to be realistic and give him a sentence between 20 and 25 
years, arguing that 50 years means a “death sentence because he would die in prison.”

But U.S. District Judge James Lawrence King, after a three-day sentencing hearing, sided with the government’s 
push for the extraordinarily high sentence, saying there is a “critical need for deterrence against healthcare fraud” in 
South Florida, the nation’s capital of Medicare corruption.

Previously, the highest Medicare fraud sentence was 30 years — given in 2008 to a Miami 
physician, Ana Alvarez-Jacinto, convicted in an HIV-therapy scheme.

After the sentencing, Duran shook his lawyer’s hand and then smiled to tearful relatives, as 
he shuffled in shackles out of the courtroom escorted by U.S. marshals. His ex-wife, Carmen 
Duran, and his only sibling, Kenia Duran Ramirez, said the judge’s sentence was not a “fair 
assessment” of the former executive’s life, saying his work for the mentally ill was “not all 
bad.”

This year, Duran and his girlfriend, Marinella Valera, co-owners of American Therapeutic 
Corp., pleaded guilty to a variety of conspiracy, fraud and money-laundering charges after they failed to reach plea 
deals with the Justice Department.

Read more: http://www.miamiherald.com/2011/09/16/2410464/judge-sends-medicare-offender.
html#ixzz1YJ02VnxK

One might ask “Where was this judge when tricky Ricky was being investigated?”

EPA must be steadfast in protecting Florida waterways
Lauren Ritchie COMMENTARY

Imagine someone from the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency at the top of the Empire State Building, dropping 
a snowball. If you were to watch it descend in slow motion, the anticipation would build as it nears the bottom.   You 
know there’s going to be quite an impact 102 stories below.

That’s what is going on between the state of Florida and the federal EPA right now. The little missile is dropping oh, 
so slowly, but its effect on the lakes and rivers of Florida could be dramatic when it finally lands.

However, bureaucrats have managed to turn so critical a process, which will affect so many Floridians, into an unin-
telligible bowl of mush that no one wants to taste.

What’s at stake is the health of Florida waters — its lakes, rivers, streams and canals — and whether people can fish, 
boat, swim and play in them in the future.

This all started in 1998, when the EPA ordered states to set limits on water pollution caused by nitrogen and phos-



phorous (think: fertilizer).

The federal agency warned it would impose its own rules if states didn’t get in gear by 2004. Of course, Florida 
didn’t.

In 2008, the Tallahassee law firm called Earthjustice got fed up and sued on behalf of five environmental groups to 
make the EPA enforce the Clean Water Act.

Waterways were going to slime while Florida’s Department of Environmental Protection plodded along in the back-
ground, trying to come up with limits of its own.

Near the end of the George W. Bush administration, the EPA decided to settle and imposed sweeping limits using a 
one-size-fits-all strategy.

It establishes specific, acceptable amounts for various pollutants, measurable in parts per million, for any given water 
body.

But the EPA delayed enforcement until March 2012.

These rules are critical because they will determine the destiny of Florida’s waterways for years to come.

The EPA plan isn’t perfect, but it’s doable, can be easily understood even by those without a science background and 
would produce results that would help clean up water pollution that both the federal agency and the state recognize is 
rampant in Florida.

Perhaps that’s why the proposal is being demonized by Big Agriculture, an industry that doesn’t even fall under these 
provisions because it’s primarily regulated through a separate set of rules.

Still, its lobbyists are out doing an extensive trick-pony roadshow to ratchet up the pressure. They say the EPA is limit-
ing agricultural runoff in other states, and they’re afraid they’ll be next.

Don’t you just hate it when the EPA stops polluters?

The big question in all this is whether the EPA will stick to its position or yield to pressure from not only the agricul-
tural industry but also Florida Gov. Rick Scott and the Legislature, who both told EPA to take a hike.

Scott contends that Florida can take care of its waters better than the EPA can. Really? Is that why 688 of them fail to 
meet water quality standards?

Here’s the danger: If the polluters can push the feds out of the picture, Florida’s surface waters will be subject to death 
by a thousand little cuts. Scott, after all, doesn’t have what might be described as a sterling reputation for defending 
the environment.

Recently, the EPA “gave” a little when it agreed Florida could create a new classification of water system that would 
affect mostly man-made canals on the coasts.

The state argued that those waterways aren’t worth the untold fortune it would cost to clean them up to Class III stan-
dards, which allow for swimming, boating and fishing.

Those now may be considered “Class III-Limited,” which means the canals would be suitable for “incidental” contact 
rather than swimming and fishing.

Consider that the first nick in Florida’s environmental hide.

From here on, the EPA must stand fast. So much of Florida’s tourist industry depends so heavily on its waterways be-
ing clean — or at least not slipping further into the cesspool.

Too bad that Florida, like a little kid, is fighting rules made for her own good.

Copyright © 2011, Orlando Sentinel



The Truth, The Whole Truth, And Nothing But The Truth
By Franklin Sands,    Democratic Minority Leader, Florida House of Representatives

On July 26, Governor Rick Scott wrote me to say what a great job he thinks he’s doing.

When an individual decides to seek public office, it entails a public trust. By that, I mean that 
there should be a reasonable expectation that the public official is telling the truth. And that is 
one of the problems I have with our current governor; he often doesn’t tell the truth. He tells 
half-truths, he tells barely truths, and he makes statements that are just downright false.

As Florida journalists have reported, Rick Scott’s outright lies and half-truths are many and widespread. As noted 
by “PolitiFact” reporters, they include comments he has made about: high-speed rail, turning Florida’s deficit into a 
surplus, increasing Florida’s credit rating while the country’s credit rating was going down, his allegation that taxes 
would have to be raised to support the employee pension system by an average of $1300 a year, his claim that he 
vetoed $615 million in “turkeys” or “pork barrel” legislation, and his pronouncement that Florida led the nation in job 
growth in May.

In my interpretation, Rick Scott’s problem isn’t that he doesn’t know the truth, it’s just that he can’t bring himself to 
speak the truth.

Another issue I have with the governor is his basic philosophy of how to run state government. I truly believe that he 
is so out of touch with mainstream Floridians that he does not understand or care about the everyday issues of working 
people.

Running the government is quite different than running a business. During economic downturns in business, when 
the demand for your product is reduced, you can reduce work hours or furlough workers until things get better. When 
it comes to the public sector during these downturns, the requests for public assistance and services that are vital to 
businesses and families become greater. But under the Scott administration, there are foolish efforts that hurt govern-
ment’s ability to assist people and to carry out critical services. For instance, the number of employees handling social 
services caseloads is being cut. And very recently, the governor’s person running the South Florida Water Management 
District terminated 134 people, including scientists. With that number of cuts in personnel, can we be assured that our 
water supply will be safe long-term? Cuts have also been made at the Department of Children and Families which 
oversees child-protection and investigation efforts. And yet, not a single corporate tax loophole has been closed under 
Rick Scott and Republican legislative leadership to avoid unnecessary job cuts in our public sector.

Rick Scott claims to be the “jobs governor” but it’s quite apparent that these firings will put some of the most vulner-
able Floridians at severe risk.

This governor and Republican legislative leadership have, by some estimations, rejected more than $50 million in 
federal health care assistance, including monies to provide hospice care for children, and help for senior citizens and 
people with disabilities. He has rejected millions of dollars that would allow seniors to receive quality healthcare at 
home and keep them out of nursing homes.

These are reasons why I think it is so important for each of us to make our voices heard in opposition to the ill-con-
ceived philosophies of Governor Scott and Republican legislators. One of the best ways to fight back is by signing up 
to vote; in person or by absentee ballot. We also must encourage as many people as we know to do the same thing.

As always, I am so grateful to you for giving me the opportunity to serve in the Legislature and to represent you and 
your viewpoint in Tallahassee. I f you feel we can be of help to you please do not hesitate to contact our office 954 – 
424 –6800.



Super Mule

“There was another Republican debate on CNN. The big winner: Monday night football on 
ESPN.” –Jay Leno

“During the Tea Party debate, Jon Huntsman said that America’s dependency on foreign oil is like 
being addicted to heroin. Then it got a little weird when he was like, ‘Trust me.’” –Jimmy Fallon

“Michele Bachmann and Cindy McCain had dinner together in a restaurant in Arizona. First they 
sent their entree back to the kitchen. Then they sent the kitchen staff back to Guadalajara.” –Jimmy Fallon

“Protecting young girls from cervical cancer? Rick Perry left himself vulnerable to charges of having a tiny speck of 
humanity, which is very bad for a Republican candidate. So he announced a new policy for Texas. For every child 
who gets the HPV vaccine, he will execute two Mexicans.” –Bill Maher

“After the debate where the HPV issue came up, Michele Bachmann said she had a discussion with a woman who 
came to her and said that her daughter had taken the vaccine and had become mentally retarded. And Michele Bach-
mann said, ‘Mom?’” –Bill Maher

“Rick Perry said, ‘I only took $5,000 from Merck. Are you saying I can be bought for $5,000? I’m offended.’ This 
is how degraded our politics are. How dare you call me a cheap whore. I will have you know I’m a high-priced 
whore.” –Bill Maher

Wolf Blitzer asked Ron Paul what should we do about someone who is 30 years old, doesn’t have health insurance, 
and goes into a comma, and might die. And Ron Paul said something about, ‘Well, I miss the old days when people 
just took care of each other.’ Well, that’s good news. If you’re in Texas and get hit by a bus, a nun will put leeches 
on your forehead.” –Bill Maher

“I’ve been watching the Republican debates. I watched these eight clowns on the stage and at the end I wanted to 
raise my hand and say, ‘I don’t believe in evolution.” –Bill Maher

“Tim Pawlenty endorsed Mitt Romney, calling him a ‘bedrock conservative.’ When he heard this, John McCain said, 
‘I grew up in Bedrock, and I don’t remember seeing him.’” –Conan O’Brien

“It’s being reported that Rick Perry met his wife when they were in elementary school. There was another boy that 
liked her too but Perry had him executed.” – Conan O’Brien

“Rick Perry is the frontrunner and they love him because he’s authentic. You got to give him that. He is a real as-
shole.” –Bill Maher

“Are you watching these debates? Yes, the politicians are bad, but the people who egg them on. There are these 
crowds cheering for executions, cheering for letting people without health insurance die. In today’s Republican 
party, there’s a term for people who hate charity and love killing: Christian. ... These are Christians? They prefer to 
be called a faith-based lynch mob.” –Bill Maher

The Republican debate was up against Monday night football. It was like NFL vs. LOL.” –Jay Leno

“Mitt Romney said that President Obama, does not understand that the president doesn’t create jobs. Then Romney 
went on to explain his plan to create jobs once he’s elected president.” –Jay Leno

“Since Rick Perry has been governor of Texas, 234 criminals have been executed. That’s the difference between 
Texas and California: In California, those criminals would have been given tryouts for the Raiders.” –Jay Leno
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Our sincere Thoughts and Prayers 
are extended to all the US troops 

stationed in Iraq,  Afghanistan  and 
also to their families everywhere.  

We pray for the safe return of the 
troops, a speedy end to the war and 
the wisdom of our leaders to guide 

us in this conflict.
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