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Editor’s Notes

Our September 5th meeting on “Hot topics” at the Piccadilly garnered a
good turnout of members and gained us a new member, Marquita Fuchs.

Indian Harbour Beach Mayor and SBDWC member Mary Anne O’Neill
gave the group a very informative presentation on legislation from Tallahassee that would damage local governments that was on way to the ballot. She
discussed the legislation known as “Hometown Democracy’ and gave reasons as to why it was anything but hometown democracy. She also discussed
the influence of the Taxpayer Bill of Rights (abbreviated TABOR, which
is still in the works in Tallahassee.) It is a concept advocated by conservatives as a way of
limiting the growth of government. It requires that increases in overall tax revenue be tied
to inflation and population increases unless a referendum approves the larger increases. The
interest level was very high and many requested that we have another meeting on this topic
in the near future.

Our Next meeting will be October 3rd at 11:30 at
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Teddy
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Politics 09
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a new location---the Suntree Café located at 781 South
Patrick Drive, Satellite Beach, FL 32937.

The Piccadilly gave our meeting time to another group and
moved us to a different time slot, on a weekday which was
totally unworkable for our members. After much searching for a venue, we were fortunate to have the owner of
the Suntree Café volunteer her restaurant and services.
We hope you can attend. We have a very interesting meeting planned for our members. The topic for the meeting
is domestic violence and the speakers for this event will be Constance Houck, President of
Brevard Now Chapter and Laura Fausone, SBDWC and NOW member. They will give a
presentation and discuss “Take Back the Night” which is a community wide event to raise
awareness about domestic violence and funds for local women in need Saturday, October
24th 4-6:30pm at Front Street Park, Melbourne. Proceeds from the event will benefit local
domestic violence shelters and Brevard NOW’s Women In Need Fund. You may get more
information at http://brevardtbtn.org/
Our next SBDWC meeting will be occurring very shortly after the DWC State Convention
that we have been working on for so very long, and I’m sure that many will have comments
and information to present concerning the Convention. As this newsletter is being produced,
we are also working feverishly to complete the registration process, name badges and meal
plans for the convention delegates. I hope to see you at the Convention or our next meeting.
If you have any questions, please call me, Madeline Farley, at 321-773-2949

Editor’s Notes

Club fund raiser
Check this Out!!!
Why Mommy is a
Democrat and Why
Daddy is a Democrat
by Jeremy Zilber
Using plain and
non-judgmental
language, along with
warm and whimsical
illustrations.

The price is
$10.00 each.
Get your copies
at any club
meeting or by
calling
Artney Turner
at 727-0215.

First, let me say that I am in strong opposition to statements that the public
option is “not the essential element” of comprehensive reform. The opportunity to improve access to healthcare is a one time opportunity. Americans deserve reform that is real, and not the smoke and mirrors presented
by the Max Baucus Committee. Wendell Potter, who was previously a
vice president of communication at Cigna, sharply criticized Democratic
Senator Max Baucus’ health care reform bill in a conversation with reporters , calling the plan an ‘absolute gift to the industry.’” In his testimony, he
stated that the Baucus plan “would create a government-subsidized monopoly for the purchase of bare-bones, high-deductible policies that would truly benefit Big Insurance. ... It’s
hard to imagine how insurance companies could write legislation that would benefit them
more.” Speaking before the House Democratic Steering and Policy Committee, Wendell
“warned that if Congress ‘fails to create a public insurance option to compete with private
insurers, the bill it sends to the president might as well be called the Insurance Industry
Profit Protection and Enhancement Act.
NOW called the Baucus bill a “Profit-Driven Insurance Industry Dream!”
They summarized the bill as follows:
“The Baucus bill would require everyone to buy insurance, thus handing over 30 million
new customers to profit-driven insurance companies. It would fail to bring health care
costs under control, allow insurers to increase costs as we age, and tax high-cost insurance
plans (over $8,000 for individuals and $21,000 for families -- this would include plans that
are higher cost because of chronic or severe illness, as older persons often have). Instead
of authorizing a public option, the bill advances the flawed approach of health care cooperatives -- which have shown little success in controlling rising costs.
In brief, the bill fails to make insurance truly affordable for low- and moderate-income
families; it fails to assure broad access to a full range of reproductive health services for
women (that’s discrimination, clear and outrageous); it fails to provide equal access to
insurance coverage for “legal” immigrants; it allows insurance companies to charge older
persons five times as much as younger persons; and it imposes a mandate that everyone
buy health insurance and imposes stiff penalties if they don’t, while requiring premium
payments higher than either the Senate HELP Committee bill or the House bill (H.R.
3200).
In every respect, it looks as though insurance companies wrote the bill themselves, as there
is no employer mandate to provide health insurance, and it can be reasonably speculated
that many companies may be dropping their group plans and leaving everything up to their
unfortunate employees. Under this bill, a costly burden would be placed on individuals
and families. For instance, a family of three with an annual income of $55,000 would be
expected to pay $7,100 a year for insurance premiums -- more than either of the other
major reform bills would allow. And that doesn’t even cover out-of-pocket expenses for
co-pays and deductibles.
Tax subsidies would be available for low-income and modest-income persons, but eligibility is more restrictive than in other reform bills, and the subsidies are less generous.
Businesses with more than 50 employees would have to reimburse the government for

some or all of the cost of the subsidies provided to employees who buy insurance on their
own. This approach provides an incentive to businesses not to hire poor or disadvantaged
workers, and the tax on higher-cost plans will discourage the hiring and retention of older
or less healthy employees.”
A robust public option is essential, if we are to ensure that all Americans can receive
healthcare that is accessible, guaranteed and of high-quality. To take the public option off the table is a grave error.

Remembering the passing of Senator Edward M. Kennedy:
“In Senator Kennedy’s America, every family has access to affordable health care, every
worker has a paycheck that supports their family and a secure retirement, every child has a
right to a quality education, and every immigrant can achieve the American Dream.
“Senator Kennedy spent his entire adult life, through tragedy and triumph, in pursuit of
this America. From his first major speech in support of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 to his
last vote on President Obama’s economic recovery plan, his vision of a more perfect nation
never wavered.
“Because of Senator Kennedy, millions of children have access to
health care, crucial immunizations, Head Start programs, and grants
and loans to make college more affordable. Unemployed workers
have access to COBRA and low-income mothers are able to get
food, health care and other resources for themselves and their children. People with disabilities are treated with respect and dignity
and workers are protected by an adequate minimum wage.
“Senator Kennedy’s America is our America. It is the America that
our members continue to fight for. And Senator Kennedy stood beside us in that fight consistently and never wavering.
“Senator Kennedy stood with union members on countless picket lines and contract negotiations. He stood with millions of hardworking immigrants and called for comprehensive
immigration reform in 2005. He stood with workers fighting for a voice on the job by
championing the Employee Free Choice Act. And until his final days he stood to win access to affordable health care for all Americans.
“Thirty nine years ago, Senator Kennedy introduced his first bill to overhaul our nation’s
broken health care system and provide affordable coverage to all Americans. We stand
closer now than ever before to achieving what Senator Kennedy called the cause of his
life.
“Let us continue his cause. Let us take action this year to pass health care reform. And let
us continue to make Kennedy’s vision for America a reality.”

Welcome to our two newest SBDWC members-Kate DeVaughn and Marquita Fuchs

Scheduled Events

Next Meeting
October 3, 2009, 11:30
the Suntree Café
located at
781 South Patrick
Drive, Satellite Beach,
FL 32937

2009 DWCF
Convention,
September 24-27
Crowne Plaza
2605 N A1A
Highway, Melbourne,
FL 32903

Meet Your New Senator
Gov. Charlie Crist is both playing it safe and showing Florida what he will be like as Senator by picking his
former chief of staff, George LeMieux, to fill the remainder of Republican Sen. Mel Martinez’ term. Crist was
in the uncomfortable position of having to replace Martinez while at the same time running for that Senate seat,
meaning his pick would be given intense political scrutiny.
Crist could have opted for experience or appealed to party conservatives, black voters, women or Hispanics. Instead, he picked his closest political adviser – someone
who thinks like him and will serve like him until the winner of next year’s election
takes the oath of office in January 2011.
The governor is facing criticism for choosing a close friend and someone who has
never held elected office. Regardless of Crist’s choice, the replacement senator’s
votes would have been a reflection on Crist from now until Election Day. Crist
doesn’t have to guess how LeMieux, 40, will serve. With anyone else, Crist risked
being caught by surprise at some point during his campaign. LeMieux is being
called “a placeholder” by critics of Crist.
LeMieux served as deputy attorney general under Crist and ran Crist’s 2006 campaign for governor. Once
elected, Crist chose LeMieux as his chief of staff. LeMieux left the job at the end of 2007 and returned to the
statewide law firm Gunster, where he serves as chairman.

This says it all: The American Medical Association has weighed in on the new Obama
health care proposals.
The Allergists voted to scratch it, but the Dermatologists advised not to make any rash
moves. The Gastroenterologists had sort of a gut feeling about it, but the Neurologists
thought the Administration had a lot of nerve.
The Obstetricians felt they were all laboring under a misconception. Ophthalmologists
considered the idea shortsighted. Pathologists yelled, “Over my dead body!” while the
Pediatricians said, “Oh, Grow up!”
The Psychiatrists thought the whole idea was madness, while the Radiologists could see
right through it. Surgeons decided to wash their hands of the whole thing. The Internists thought it was a bitter pill to swallow, and the Plastic Surgeons said, “This puts a
whole new face on the matter....”
The Podiatrists thought it was a step forward, but the Urologists were pissed off at the
whole idea. The Anesthesiologists thought the whole idea was a gas, and the Cardiologists didn’t have the heart to say no.
In the end, the Proctologists won out, leaving the entire decision up to the a**holes in
Washington.

Super Mule
“Every congressman has a vote, he should use it, but not in the middle of a speech to a
joint session of Congress. That’s not what you do. It’s not the Jerry Springer Show. You
can’t stand up in the middle of Congress and say ‘Oh no you did not!’ What the hell is
wrong with you? He said his emotions got the better of him. Sometimes I want to have
sex with a hooker, but I don’t!” --Craig Ferguson
“What’s so ironic is that the health care plan that Joe Wilson so angrily opposes would
get him the Prozac he so desperately needs.” --Bill Maher
“One of President Obama’s advisers called Joe Wilson a ‘pimple on the ass of progress.’ Then the adviser
stressed that removing a pimple from the ass of progress would be covered by Obama’s health care plan.”
--Conan O’Brien
“During President Obama’s speech, a congressman heckled him. This guy from South Carolina begins to
heckle the guy, and I thought, OK, so now Gov. Mark Sanford is the second most embarrassing politician from
South Carolina” --David Letterman
“President Obama made his big health care address to
a joint session of Congress last night. It went pretty
well, except for one weird part in the middle of it,
when a congressman from South Carolina suddenly
yelled out, ‘You lie!’ It’s amazing this guy was able to
sit through seven years of President Bush telling him
everything in Iraq is fine without a peep, but last night,
he yells out, ‘You lie!’” --Jimmy Kimmel
“Republican Congressman Joe Wilson apologized for
calling President Obama a liar during his speech on
health care. Obama accepted Wilson’s apology, and
then invited him to appear before a death panel.” –Conan O’Brien
“After Joe Wilson’s outburst, everyone was shocked.
Because usually when a politician shoots off his mouth
and makes a fool of himself, his name is Joe Biden.
But even Vice President Biden said he was embarrassed by Wilson’s behavior. This is Joe Biden we’re talking
about. Joe Biden saying it’s embarrassing is like an Australian bartender saying you’ve had too much to drink.”
--Craig Ferguson
“Back when George Bush was president, Democrats in Congress, to be fair, would occasionally go ‘Boooo!’
But President Bush never took it personally, he just thought Congress was haunted.” --Craig Ferguson
“During last night’s health care speech, President Obama’s told Republicans that the time for games has
passed. Obama had to say that because most Republicans were on their Blackberries playing Brick Breaker.”
–Conan O’Brien

Personhood Florida: 		
				
				

ban birth control and all abortions,
even in rape cases
by Josh Hafenbrack , Sun-Sentinel

A nationwide anti-abortion group launched an effort in Florida today to outlaw all
abortions and certain types of birth control, including oral contraceptives and the morning-after pill.
The religion-infused movement, called “Personhood Florida,” would define conception in Florida’s constitution at the “biological beginnings,” supporters said -- when the sperm meets the egg. The group, Virginia-based
American Life League, filed its amendment today but the exact ballot language is still going through the approval process, said Secretary of State Spokeswoman Jennifer Krell-Davis.
The amendment seeks to outlaw all abortions, even in cases of rape and incest. Also criminalized: the morningafter pill and oral contraceptives taken by women, known as the pill. “There are some (birth control) methods
that kill a child,” said Pat McEwan, who is leading the Personhood Florida group.
The amendment faces extremely long odds. First, supporters must gather 676,811 signatures to make the ballot
-- by Feb. 1, to go before voters in 2010.
And Florida has a 60-percent threshold for constitutional amendments to become law, a very difficult hurdle
even for less radical ideas. In Colorado, the only state where the “personhood” amendment has appeared on the
ballot, voters overwhelmingly rejected the idea by an almost three-to-one margin.
Even if adopted by voters, the amendment runs counter to Roe v. Wade, the 1973 U.S. Supreme Court opinion
that held the U.S. Constitution grants women the basic right to an abortion. Another ruling, the 1965 case Griswold v. Connecticut, specficially held that birth control was protected under the constitution’s right to privacy.
Supporters say they’re pushing the personhood amendment not only in Florida, but in a dozen other states, seeking to undermine Roe. v. Wade.
At a press conference in Tallahassee, speakers blamed abortion for the financial insolvency of Social Security
and the bankruptcy of American auto manufacturers, citing the millions of terminated pregnancies since Roe. v.
Wade as costing the nation citizens and customers. They also said that a fetus is a person and should be given
protections of law.
“It is obvious in our ultrasounds that that little baby, even at just eight weeks old, is a person,” said Brenda
MacMenamin, a Personhood Florida organizer. “Their rights our self-evident and they are inalienable. We want
to give the voters of the state of Florida the right to vote on personhood.”

Anti-Choice Floridians Peddling Constitutional Amendment to Criminalize Birth Control Pill
						
Posted by Liliana Segura, AlterNet
The “Personhood Amendment” would define someone as a “person,” regardless of age or health
status, “from the beginning of the biological development of that human being.”
Florida has done it again, folks.
Yes, the state that brought you Bush v. Gore, the sex offender colony under the bridge, and the shoot-first-askquestions-later legislation known as the “Stand Your Ground Law” has another idea up its sleeve. And this
one’s for the ladies.

Personhood
Tampa Bay Online reports:
    TALLAHASSEE - Anti-abortion conservatives are proposing a new constitutional
amendment that critics claim would make it a crime to take birth control pills in Florida.
    The “Personhood Amendment” that conservative activists are filing today in Tallahassee would add language to the state constitution that defines someone as a “person,” regardless of age or health status, “from the beginning of the biological development of that human being.”
This, of course, is just another twist on the conventional argument by anti-choice groups that birth control pills
are basically murder weapons. “The pill will irritate the lining of the uterus so that the newly formed human being cannot attach to his/her mother’s womb and dies,” reads an explanation on the website of the American Life
League, which is supporting similar efforts in other states. “This is called a chemical abortion.”
This is the same group that runs thepillkills.com, a site that “focuses on blood clots and other health risks that
birth control pills pose to women.”
Even if these people manage to collect the 676,811 signatures they need to get by Feb. 1 in order for this idea
to be considered by Florida residents, even anti-choice politicians seem to be a bit ambivalent about the idea of
criminalizing birth control.
“Even candidates who call themselves ‘pro-life’ stopped short of fully embracing the ‘Personhood’ proposal,”
according to Tampa Bay Online.
Attorney General Bill McCollum, presumptive Republican candidate for governor in 2010, said through spokeswoman Shannon
Gravitte that he is firmly “pro-life” but would not comment “on
hypothetical issues.” If the proposal wins enough petition signatures, she said, “voters will certainly know where General McCollum stands.”
    In the U.S. Senate GOP primary, Gov. Charlie Crist said “no and
no” when asked whether he knew of the proposal or would comment
on it.
One person who did share her thoughts is Pat McEwen, a Palm Bay resident who is described as “one of two
leaders of the loose collection of activists, collectively known as Personhood Florida.”
“In the original Florida Constitution in 1885, they gave Floridians the right to enjoy and defend life,” she said.
“This amendment defends the unborn, and it also gives older people like me – a retired college professor – the
right to make my own decisions
and not have someone override
it.”
Which is sort of funny, because
that’s exactly the opposite of what
this amendment would do for
younger women who, you know,
might actually get pregnant.

Beach Side Ballroom Club
321-777-0001

Geraldine Kapushy
Cathy Stanton
Madeline Farley
Vera McGibney
www.flcan.org

Members Vicki Impoco, Laura Fausone, Mary Hopkins and Patty Farley braved rude remarks, Teabaggers
and the rain to show support for health care reform at
the recent Bill Posey Town Hall meeting at the King
Center. Demonstrators carrying signs and many in
costume lined the entrance to the King Center letting
arrivals know their position on the Health care issue.

Be an SBDWC Booster

Roberts & Associates

Your ad will appear in the newsletter as well as in
the archive at http://sbdwcnewsletter.com where
thousands can view it. A link included in your ad
will be “clickable” so as to send greater traffic to
your site.

Silhouette Hairlines

Help us find Boosters to cover the costs of printing
our newsletter. Cost for a one line listing is $20
for 6 months or $35 for a year. Cost for a two line
listing is $30 for 6 months or $45 for a year, additional lines extra.

35 yrs. experience, Nan Roberts, Principal
Help your non-profit grow!
321-292-1965
Bonnie

www.LEAP.cc
Jackolyn Lombardo
Vicki Impoco
Jane Feldman
www.hodadpix.com
Beach Side Mini Storage
321-773-0096

www.southernladysgallery.com

Contact pfarley_101@hotmail.com

Our sincere Thoughts and Prayers
are extended to all the US troops
stationed in Iraq, Afghanistan and
also to their families everywhere.
We pray for the safe return of the
troops, a speedy end to the war and
the wisdom of our leaders to guide
us in this conflict.

You can find PDF copies of these newsletters at www.sbdwcnewsletter.com/

