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ganization. The month was a nonstop list of meetings, conventions, tabling
events, and learning opportunities. It became obvious that, while we had
made an impact into many areas, many individuals that should have been
more aware of what changes needed to be made in our society, did not even
know problems existed.

While tabling at Take Back the Night, we ran into many individuals who
thought that ERA had already passed. At a weekend “Human, Civil and Women’s rights
Conference” in LA there was actually a point in time where the entire panel on stage was
male and only the keynote speaker and closing speaker bothered to mention specific women’s
issues. They must have taken to heart that “Human issues are Women’s issues.” At another
meeting, some individuals had heard of “parent trigger” legislation, but had no idea that it had
to do with taking over public schools. Some thought it had to do with “stand your ground’ or
the right to defend your family. Therefore, I am going to cover some basic information and I
am going to ask that you commit to discussing these articles with someone to raise awareness
on issues important to us all.
The American Legislative and Exchange Council (ALEC) is responsible for a vast number of
unfortunate laws on varied issues in states all across the US, which attack the rights of workers, women and families. ALEC has led the war against women and workers, and awarded
their legislative mouthpieces for their efforts with huge donations. Representative Bill Posey
is proud to be an ALEC award recipient. When the legislature convenes in Tallahassee, we
will follow closely and inform you of what to watch and who to call. Be vigilant. These laws
are corporate driven and attack the middle class in their homes, the workplace and even in
their retirement. The AFL-CIO has summarized 8 of their worst:
1.

2.
SBDWC
Boosters

Patricia Farley Crutcher
President

Voter ID Act: Laws directly based on or similar to ALEC’s Voter ID Act have been
introduced in recent years in nearly every state, with more than a dozen states passing
or strengthening such laws in the past three years. These laws disproportionately affect
working families, senior citizens, people of color and residents of rural areas and help
elect legislators who vote against the rights and needs of workers.
Paycheck Protection Bills: ALEC has at least four different versions of this legislation,
each one more extreme than the last, that were introduced 20 times in various states in
2013. These bills range from requiring that each employee sign an annual form authorizing that their union dues be allowed to be used for political purposes to preventing
payroll deductions from being used for union dues. These bills provide no additional
rights to workers and do nothing more than weaken the ability of workers to collectively
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bargain by depriving unions of the funds they need to fight on behalf of their members.
Direct Union Assaults: Through model legislation such as the Election Accountability for Municipal Employee
Union Representatives Act and the Decertification Elections Act, introduced in Idaho and Arizona, respectively,
ALEC is seeking to make public employees vote over and over again to retain their union status, giving ALEC
and other groups the opportunity to flood workers with anti-union propaganda.
Public Employees’ Portable Retirement Option Act: Through this and similar bills, 10 states have attempted
to weaken or eliminate defined-benefit pension plans and replace them with defined-contribution plans, which
make retirees depend on the market for how much money they have for retirement and health care.
Council on Efficient Government Act: As Orwellian a name as any in the ALEC arsenal, this legislation does
nothing but use government money to create a commission to figure out ways to privatize government services.
In other words, yet another example of ALEC attempting to get taxpayer money into the hands of private corporations without any accountability or taxpayer recourse.
“Right to Work” Act: This incredibly misleadingly titled legislation gives no one any new rights and does
nothing but prevent employees from paying for the benefits that unions earn on their behalf. So-called “right
to work” for less states end up paying their workers a lot less than states that don’t have such laws. In 2013, 15
states introduced this legislation.
Parent Trigger Act: These laws give parents the option, once a majority of parents sign a petition, to change a
public school into a charter school, give students vouchers or close the school. Seven states have passed parent
trigger laws similar to the ALEC bill. Parent Trigger laws force parents to make a bad choice—either stick with
a poorly performing school, or take drastic actions that are likely to make things worse, do little to help students
and are a boon for corporate groups that run private schools. Meanwhile one of the best tools for helping working families reach the middle class—public education—gets less and less funding.
Wage Protections: In 14 states, ALEC model legislation attacking wage protections were introduced. The bills
sought to weaken or eliminate laws that require prevailing wages, living wages or minimum wages. Big corporations heavily support these efforts, which would only serve to lower wages for workers
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Our next meeting will be held at 11:30 on November 2nd at Memaw’s in Indian Harbor Beach. We will have our
officer elections at that time. Please call Madeline Farley at 31-773-2949 if you are interested in running for a
position. Current candidates include:
President-- Patty Farley,
1st Vice president—Milly Krause
2nd Vice President—Terry Sanders
Secretary—GIGI Bender
Treasurer—Artney Turner
We will have a Region Meeting November 30, in Orlando at the home of the Greater Orlando President Anna
Eskamani. I will need a head count for this event. We will supply maps later at our next meeting.

Pam Bondi’s Extremely Misguided Priorities
Tallahassee, FL – You would think Pam Bondi would tread lightly in her campaign decisions after her disastrous choices over last few weeks…but you would
be wrong.
Pam Bondi is again putting herself in the spotlight with a campaign decision that
illustrates just how out of touch she is with Florida voters. Last month she decided to reschedule an execution so she
could attend her own fundraiser. Despite widespread condemnation, she went ahead with the fundraiser anyway. Then
she announced she was considering investigating Donald Trump, but three days later she accepted a $25,000 check
from him for her re-election.
Now she’s abandoning her duties here in Florida to fly to Virginia for an event with far-right Republican gubernatorial
candidate Ken Cuccinelli on Monday. After publicly shirking her duties and the integrity of her office, Bondi is now
telling Floridians that her priority is getting a fellow out-of-touch GOP Attorney General elected Governor in another
state.
“The minimum voters should be able to expect in their elected officials is for them to do their job, but Pam Bondi cannot even meet that low standard. By leaving Florida and campaigning for Ken Cuccinelli in Virginia, she is putting an
extreme social agenda ahead of her duty to everyday Floridians,” said FDP Chair Allison Tant.
“Campaigning for an extreme rightwing candidate in Virginia is the last thing voters want from their Attorney General. Cuccinelli’s strong-arm tactics against women’s health care, bullying Virginia’s Board of Health and advocating
for personhood legislation that could ban common forms of birth control, are shameful — and Pam Bondi should be
ashamed to be spending a workday supporting Cuccinelli’s extreme agenda,” added Tant.

Marco Rubio Sides with the Tea Party Ahead of the American People
The Florida Democratic Party released the following statement in response to Senator Marco Rubio’s vote with the
Tea Party to send the United States government into default:
“For weeks, Marco Rubio led the charge to hold the economy hostage and shut down the federal government in a
vain attempt to make sure millions of Americans could not
access to quality, affordable health care,” said FDP Chair
Allison Tant. “Last night, after a bipartisan group of Senators brokered a compromise, Marco Rubio doubled down
on his reckless, Tea Party fueled temper tantrum and voted
to keep the government closed and force America to default on its financial obligations.
“This government shutdown cost the American economy
$24 billion and the default he voted for last night would
have ruined the full faith and credit of the United States.
Rubio has proven he is more interested in scoring political
points with the Tea Party and protecting his potential presidential candidacy than doing what is best for Floridians.”

Who am I?
I am a strong, progressive Democratic woman - a wife, a daughter, a
sister, a mother, and a grandmother. I am a leader - the first woman
ever elected Leader of the Florida Senate Democrats, and the first
Floridian elected to serve as the National President of the National
Council of Jewish Women. I am an advocate for the most vulnerable
in our communities - the children, the elderly, the disabled, and the
very sick. I have been recognized as a “Champion of the Middle
Class” for my 100% voting record in support of public education,
job creation, environmental protection, women’s reproductive rights,
and social justice issues.
Why am I running?
It has been 14 years since a Democratic governor last led the State of Florida. Since then, there has been an orchestrated effort to undermine and destroy public education, a rejection of the Affordable Care Act and Medicaid expansion, a dismantling of growth management and environmental protection laws, a sustained assault on women’s rights,
a shameful attack on voting rights, and a palpable lack of leadership on social justice issues. I am running for governor
to lead Florida in a new direction, one that puts the best interests of people first!
My Goals
My three top policy goals will be to move Florida from the bottom quartile to the top quartile in public education (from
early education to higher ed.), insure access to affordable healthcare for all Floridians, and create jobs and economic
development for Florida. By accomplishing the first two goals, we will achieve the third.
Education is the path to prosperity and an educated, skilled workforce is essential in attracting new business and economic development to Florida. By providing healthcare to all Floridians, many new healthcare professionals would
need to be educated and trained. Investing in both education and healthcare would help create many good paying jobs
while stimulating economic development.
My leadership ability, my understanding of the legislative process, and my commitment to putting the best interests of
people first would help me achieve my goals.
My DFA Values
I share DFA’s values concerning community, security, and liberty. These essential values are increasingly more vital
in this politically polarized environment.
DFA and I share the value that opportunity and equality for all is essential. We recognize that no matter how successful
we may be, we didn’t do it on our own. Once we enjoy success, we realize that we have the moral obligation to give
back to the society that enabled our success.
We believe in fairness, in putting the needs of people first. That translates into insuring the right to health care for
all; protecting the most vulnerable in our communities - the children, the elderly, the disabled; investing in public
education; creating a sound infrastructure that keeps our economy growing; respecting that the civil rights of every
individual must be protected regardless of race, creed, gender, age, or sexual orientation. We must continue to fight for
these shared values that will create a better world for us all.
My Campaign is People Powered!
Grassroots organizing is already playing a huge role in my campaign. For over a year, I have engaged the progressive
grassroots by traveling across Florida, from the Panhandle to the Keys. I have spoken at more than 200 events, listened
to the issues and concerns of voters, and built a strong campaign infrastructure.

Early endorsements from Florida NOW and DFA Palm Beach County will help provide the
people power necessary to run a winning grassroots campaign.

Scheduled Events

I know from my years as a community activist and as a Legislator that grassroots organizing
plays a critical role in both the legislative and campaign arena; and certainly that was proven by the election and re-election of President Obama! I know it is the key to victory for me.

Next

If you would like to voice your support to endorse Nan for the DFA, please go to the the
link below and complete the very short form - they ask for 4 items - First Name, Last Name,
Email and Zip Code. Then, click support and you have voiced your support.

SBDWC Meeting
11:30 on November
2nd at Memaw’s in
Indian Harbor Beach

http://democracyforamerica.com/campaigns/3037-nan-rich-for-governor

ERA Action Continues - Milly Krause
Before I continue the Q & A I’ve been sharing with you the last few
months, there’s promising news on ERA . ERA Bills have already been
presented to the legislators for the 2014 session and the House has already assigned HCR 8001 to the Local & Federal Affairs Committee.
Here’s a brief summary of a half page handout I’ve been sharing at
events. Please make your calls.

Milly Krause
Vice President

What is ERA? ERA – The Equal Rights Amendment simply states:
Equality of rights under the law shall not be denied or abridged by the United States or by
any State on account of sex. The U.S. Congress Passed the ERA in 1972.
In order to become a constitutional amendment, ERA must be ratified by 3 more states.
FLORIDA is one of the remaining 15 states who haven’t ratified ERA.
Both the U.S. Congress and Florida Legislators have members who support and who work
towards ratification.
While the 2014 Legislative Session hasn’t begun yet, Rep. Lori Berman has already filed
the ERA Bill, ERC HCR 8001, which has already been referred to the Local & Federal
Affairs Committee.
ACTION NEEDED - Call Rep. Gonzalez, Chair of the Local & Federal Affairs Committee and tell him you want the ERA Bill, ERC HCR 8001 to move out of committee and go
for a vote on the house floor during the 2014 session. Call Rep. Eddy Gonzalez at his local
office at (305) 364-3066 or call him in Tallahassee at (850) 717-5111
Our democracy must uphold the values the United States of America stands for: equality
and justice for all. Let’s ALL HELP TO RATIFY ERA DURING THE 2014 Florida Legislative Session.
ERA Q & A Continued –
6. Can a state withdraw, or rescind, its ratification of a constitutional amendment that is still in the process of being
ratified? According to precedent and statutory language, a state rescission or other withdrawal of its ratification of
a constitutional amendment is not accepted as valid. During the ratification process for the 14th Amendment, New
Jersey and Ohio voted to rescind their ratifications after first voting yes, but they were both included in the published
list of states approving the amendment in 1868. New York retracted its ratification of the 15thAmendment a month
before the last necessary state ratified in 1870, but it was counted as one of the ratifying states. Tennessee, the final
state needed to ratify the 19th Amendment guaranteeing women’s right to vote, approved the amendment by one vote

on August 18, 1920. The Tennessee House then “non-concurred” on August 31, but the Secretary of State had already
announced the amendment’s inclusion in the Constitution on August 26 (now celebrated as Women’s Equality Day).
In The Story of the Constitution (1937),the United States Constitution Sesquicentennial Commission explained that
“an amendment was in effect on the day when the legislature of the last necessary State ratified. Such ratification
is entirely apart from State regulations respecting the passage of laws or resolutions.... Approval or veto of such
ratification by the Governor is of no account either as respects the date or the legality of the sanction. The rule that
ratification once made may not be withdrawn has been applied in all cases; though a legislature that has rejected may
later approve, and this change has been made in the consideration of several amendments.” In an October 25, 2012
letter responding to a query from Congresswoman Carolyn Maloney (NY), lead sponsor of the ERA in the House of
Representatives, Archivist of the United States David Ferriero wrote: NARA’s [National Archives and Records Administration’s] website page “The Constitutional Amendment Process” (www.archives.gov/federal-register/constitution) . . . states that a proposed Amendment becomes part of the Constitution as soon as it is ratified by three-fourths
of the states, indicating that Congressional action is not needed to certify that the Amendment has been added to the
Constitution. It also states that [the U.S. Archivist’s] certification of the legal sufficiency of ratification documents is
final and conclusive, and that a later rescission of a state’s ratification is not accepted as valid. These statements are
derived from 1 U.S.C.106b, which says that: “Whenever official notice is received at the National Archives and Records Administration that any amendment proposed to the Constitution of the United States has been adopted, according to the provisions of the Constitution, the Archivist of the United States shall forthwith cause the amendment to be
published, with his certificate, specifying the States by which 5 the same may have been adopted, and that the same
has become valid, to all intents and purposes, as a part of the Constitution of the United States.” Under the authority
granted by this statute, once NARA receives at least 38 state ratifications of a proposed Constitutional Amendment,
NARA publishes the amendment along with a certification of the ratifications and it becomes part of the Constitution
without further action by Congress. Once the process in 1 U.S.C. 106b is completed the Amendment becomes part
of the Constitution and cannot be rescinded. Another Constitutional Amendment would be needed to abolish the new
Amendment. Five states – Idaho, Kentucky, Nebraska, Tennessee, and South Dakota – have attempted to withdraw
their approval of the Equal Rights Amendment. The Kentucky rescission bill was vetoed by Lieutenant Governor
(then Acting Governor) Thelma Stovall.
7. Do some states have state ERAs or other guarantees of equal rights on the basis of sex? Only a federal Equal Rights
Amendment can provide U.S. citizens with the highest and broadest level of legal protection against sex discrimination. However, the constitutions of 22 states – Alaska, California, Colorado, Connecticut, Florida, Hawaii, Illinois,
Iowa, Louisiana, Maryland, Massachusetts, Montana, New Hampshire, New Jersey, New Mexico, Pennsylvania,
Rhode Island, Texas, Utah, Virginia, Washington, and Wyoming – provide either inclusive or partial guarantees of
equal rights on the basis of sex. (As a point of historical comparison, by the time the 19th Amendment guaranteeing
women’s right to vote was added to the Constitution in 1920, one-quarter of the states had enacted state-level guarantees of that right.) States guarantee equal rights on the basis of sex in various ways. Some (e.g., Utah, Wyoming)
entered the Union in the 1890s with constitutions that affirm equal rights for male and female citizens. Some (e.g.,
Colorado, Hawaii) amended their constitutions in the 1970s with language virtually identical to the federal ERA.
Some (e.g.,New Jersey, Florida) have language in their state constitution that implicitly or explicitly includes both
males and females in their affirmation of rights. Some states place certain restrictions on their equal rights guarantees:
e.g., California specifies equal employment and education rights, Louisiana prohibits “arbitrary and unreasonable”
sex discrimination, and Rhode Island excludes application to abortion rights. Ironically, five states with state-level
equal rights amendments or guarantees (Florida, Illinois, Louisiana, Utah, and Virginia) have not yet ratified the federal ERA. State-level equal rights jurisprudence over many decades has produced a solid body of evidence about the
prospective impact of a federal ERA and has refuted many of the claims of ERA.

Super Mule
President Obama said the day after the budget deal is made he’s going to concentrate on immigration. He says he’ll start by deporting Ted Cruz.” –Conan O’Brien
“Today John McCain said the shutdown was, quote, one of the most shameful things he’s seen
as a senator. That’s from a guy who saw Lincoln get shot.” –Conan O’Brien
“In a new interview, the Dalai Lama endorsed medical marijuana. So now we know why the
Dalai Lama sits around in a robe all day.” –Conan O’Brien
“After 16 days the government shutdown is over. Right now a devastated Ted Cruz is filibustering a squirrel on
the lawn of the Capitol building.” –Jimmy Kimmel
“Some of these guys in Congress are acting like this is a big achievement. If you pick up a gun and don’t shoot
yourself in the leg with it, that’s not really an achievement.” –Jimmy Kimmel
“The government will temporarily reopen until January 15 with the debt ceiling raised until February 7, and then
we’ll do this over again. Why do we have a debt ceiling? Why can’t we get rid of the debt ceiling, have a convertible government, and feel the wind in our national hair?” –Jimmy Kimmel
“Congress finally reopened the government. Unfortunately, some underlying issues still remain. Republicans
oppose tax increases. Democrats oppose benefit cuts. And John McCain opposes kids on his lawn.” –Craig Ferguson
“The new deal means the U.S. will be able to pay off its debts. Everyone breathed a sigh of relief. By ‘everyone’
of course I mean China.” –Craig Ferguson
“MSNBC said the end of the shutdown would be a win for Democrats. Fox News said it would be a win for
Republicans. CNN said – I don’t know. Nobody watches that, do they?” –Craig Ferguson
“It’s day 15 of the government shutdown. President Obama said he was hopeful an agreement would be reached
tonight. Part of the problem is that Republicans can’t even agree among themselves on what they want. Which
means Obama doesn’t know what to tell them they can’t have.” –Jimmy Kimmel
“The effects of the shutdown are being felt in the White House vegetable garden. Because the gardeners have
been furloughed, the vegetables are starting to rot. Is it possible that President Obama intentionally engineered
the shutdown just so he would have an excuse to eat a cheeseburger?” –Jimmy Kimmel
“Just when you think that Congress could not do anything less, they manage to. At this point the government
is like a house on Halloween that turns out the lights and leaves a bowl of candy on the front porch.” –Jimmy
Kimmel
“Because of the government shutdown, the White House is under attack – by squirrels. They’ve invaded the
White House garden because the gardeners were laid off. Michelle Obama planted a garden to show how easy it
is to grow your own food. All you need is water, sunlight, and 50 full-time federal employees.” –Craig Ferguson
‘A lot of people got mad when Michelle Obama expanded the White House garden. That just shows you some
people don’t know their history. When Eleanor Roosevelt grew a garden, it was a ‘victory garden.’ But when
Michelle Obama does it, it’s a ‘communist plot.’” –Craig Ferguson
“When I first heard the White House was under attack by freaky rodents, I thought, ‘What’s Ann Coulter done
now?’” –Craig Ferguson
“This kind of thing would never have happened under George W. Bush because Dick Cheney would have been
on the White House lawn blasting the squirrels with a shotgun.” –Craig Ferguson
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Our sincere Thoughts and Prayers
are extended to all the US troops
stationed in Afghanistan, around
the world and also to their families
everywhere.
We pray for the safe return of the
troops, a speedy end to the war and
the wisdom of our leaders to guide
us in this conflict.

Become an SBDWC Booster

Your ad will appear in the newsletter as well as in
the archive at http://sbdwcnewsletter.com where
thousands can view it. A link included in your ad
will be “clickable” so as to send greater traffic to
your site.
Help us find Boosters to cover the costs of printing
our newsletter. Cost for a one line listing is $20
for 6 months or $35 for a year. Cost for a two line
listing is $30 for 6 months or $45 for a year, additional lines extra.
Contact pfarley_101@hotmail.com

You can find archived PDF copies of
these our newsletters at
www.sbdwcnewsletter.com/

