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Editor’s Notes

Where were you forty years ago?   Some of our younger members were 
not even born yet, but some of us were deep in the fight for Women’s 
Equal Rights, and Florida was a true battleground state for this issue.  Un-
fortunately, ERA was never ratified in Florida.

An Equal Rights Amendment, stating that “Equality of rights under the 
law shall not be denied or abridged by the United States or any State on 
account of sex,” passed the  US House of Representatives in 1971 and the 
Senate the following year by the required two-thirds majority. 

Though thirty states quickly ratified the amendment, its momentum gradually slowed, as an-
ti-feminists such as Phyllis Schafly mounted a grassroots movement to defeat the measure. 
Thirty-five states ultimately ratified the ERA, but despite a controversial extension of time 
granted by the congress for ratification, the measure fell three states short of the required 

three-fourth’s majority. Here in Florida, the 
amendment was introduced or voted on in 
every legislative session from 1972 until 
1982. Though it passed the Florida House 
of Representatives on several occasions, it 
never passed the Senate.  The vote in 1982, 
the last session before the time period for 
ratification expired, was 60-58 in favor of 
ratification in the House, and 22-16 against 
ratification in the Senate.

Now forty years later we have an opportu-
nity to fight for this issue again.   Sen. Nan 
Rich wants Florida to become the 36th state 
to ratify the ERA. Rich, who fought for the 
amendment’s passage in the 1970’s, has filed 
a bill calling on lawmakers to pass it. The 
issue almost passed in Virginia last year.  In 
this November issue we will explore the rea-
sons it needs to be passed and remind some 
of you of our historic fight in the 1970’s and 
early 80’s.

I want to thank Terry Sanders, Jodi James and Patty Farley for our program at the last meet-
ing, which was themed on Domestic Abuse Awareness.   At our November 5th meeting at 
the Piccadilly we will have a business meeting and hold our officer elections.  If you are 
interested in running for a position, please call me at 321-773-2949.



Editor’s Notes

Most of the members of our SBDWC are well informed on issues concerning ERA, but it is impor-
tant to review some current information.  

The 15 states whose legislatures have not ratified the Equal Rights Amendment are Alabama, Ari-
zona, Arkansas, Florida, Georgia, Illinois, Louisiana, Mississippi, Missouri, Nevada, North Caro-
lina, Oklahoma, South Carolina, Utah, and Virginia.

These states are actively being asked to ratify ERA in what is called a “three state strategy” to win 
three more states to get to the magic number of 38, even though the 1982 deadline has long passed.  
This strategy was developed after the passage of the 27th amendment which was ratified more than 
203 years after being passed by Congress.  With this premise, there have been several legal analyses showing that it 
would be viable to argue that the ratification by the 35 states really has no time limit and they exist and would indeed 
complete the required 38 states.  Furthermore, there is precedent with the 14 and 15 Amendments to argue that a state 
cannot rescind ratification. 

From 1994 to 2008, Representative Robert 
Andrews (NJ) was the lead sponsor of a res-
olution stating that when an additional three 
states ratify the ERA, the House of Represen-
tatives shall take any necessary action to veri-
fy that ratification has been achieved. In 2011, 
he joined lead sponsor Representative Tammy 
Baldwin (WI) in support of H.J.Res. 47, which 
would specifically remove the ERA’s ratifica-
tion deadline and make it part of the Constitu-
tion when three more states ratify.

In general, ERA supporters believe that all of 
these strategies should be pursued in the effort 
to put the ERA into the Constitution.

While it is true that we do have some protec-
tions with state guarantees against sex dis-
crimination and with the guarantees of the 

14th amendment, the Supreme Court has declined to elevate sex discrimination claims to the strict scrutiny standard 
of review that the 14th Amendment requires for certain suspect classifications, such as race, religion, and national 
origin. 

The Court now applies heightened scrutiny in cases of sex discrimination and requires extremely persuasive evidence 
to uphold a government action that differentiates on the basis of sex. However, such claims can still be evaluated 
under an intermediate standard of review, which requires only that such classifications must substantially advance 
an important governmental objective. 

The ERA would require courts to go beyond the current application of the 14th Amendment by adding sex to the list 
of suspect classifications protected by the highest level of strict judicial review. 

In September 2010, Supreme Court Justice Antonin Scalia stated his belief that the Constitution does not protect 
against sex discrimination. This remark has provoked widespread public reaction, citing his position as clear evi-
dence of the need for an Equal Rights Amendment to the Constitution.

Without the ERA in the Constitution, the statutes and case law that have produced major advances in women’s rights 



since the middle of the last century are vulnerable to being ignored, weakened, or reversed. By a simple majority, 
Congress can amend or repeal anti-discrimination laws, the Administration can negligently enforce such laws, and the 
Supreme Court can use the intermediate standard of review to permit certain regressive forms of sex discrimination.

Ratification of the ERA would also improve the United States’ global credibility in the area of sex discrimination. 
Many other countries have in their governing documents, however imperfectly implemented, an affirmation of legal 
equality of the sexes. Ironically, some of those constitutions – in Japan and Afghanistan, for example – were written 

under the direction of the United States government. 

The Equal Rights Amendment is necessary to make our own Constitution conform 
to the promise of equal justice for all. 

A 2001 opinion poll asking if male and female citizens should have equal rights, 
without mentioning ERA so that all the misinformation about the Equal Rights 
amendment could not be a factor, showed the following:

96% of the respondents believed they should have equal rights.• 

88% thought the Constitution should make that guarantee for equality, and • 

72% thought the Constitution already had a guarantee for equality included in it.• 

Representative Lori Berman (D-Delray Beach) has filed the Equal Rights Amendment, House Concurrent Resolu-
tion (HCR) 8003 and state Senator Nan Rich has filed (SCR) 108 the identical bill in the Florida Senate that would 
ratify the “proposed amendment to U.S. Constitution relating to equal rights for men and women”:

Rich said many issues have taken decades to be recognized by the Legislature. Passing mandatory seatbelt laws 
was debated for about 20 years, she said.

“Hopefully, we can get a hearing,” she said. “Let’s just get an up-or-down vote on it.”

The measure calls on Florida to ratify a long-sought Equal Rights Amendment to the United States Constitution. 
With the passage of HCR 8003, which was assigned the same bill number for the 2011 session, Florida will be 
the 36th state to ratify this amendment in the process of making the Equal Rights Amendment a part of the United 
States Constitution. 

In order to become a constitutional amendment, three-
fourths of the states in the union need to pass the Equal 
Rights Amendment. With only three more states needed 
to reach the threshold of 38 to achieve the three-fourths 
majority for the United States to pass a constitutional 
amendment, the hope for true equal rights is within 
reach. Ratification of the amendment requires only a 
simple majority vote of both houses of the Legislature. 
No general referendum is required.

“The Equal Rights Amendment will offer formal protec-
tion to a woman’s right to equality,” said Representa-
tive Berman. “I have always been a strong advocate and 
proponent for women’s rights in all arenas, but this is an 
inherent part of being an American. The foremost duty 
of our government is to protect those inalienable rights. 
I am proud to carry the torch on this bill again.”



Guess what?  The “Birther Issue” may bite back……

The birthers who claim that someone must be born to parents who are both US citizens 
and born in the US to be classified as “Natural Born” are now saying that Marco Rubio 
is not a natural born citizen because both of his parents were not citizens when he was 
born in Miami.   By this definition Bobby Jindal whose parents are from India and were 
not citizens at the time of his birth also would not qualify.  This would rule out both in-
dividuals to run for the office of VP if one was listening to Tea Party leaders. It will be interesting to see if Republican 

leaders turn away from this issue when it is time to announce a VP candidate.

NOTE:  Our county defines citizenship as either citizenship “jus soli” ( by soil)  or citizen-
ship  “jus sanguinis” (by blood).  Both individuals born in the US are citizens by current 
definition, but it will be fun to watch the confrontation.

U.S. Sen. Marco Rubio sold his American success story as he stumped across 
Florida two years ago.
His parents left Havana in 1959, he told a Panhandle audience, in search of a bet-
ter life. He told a Tampa Bay TV station, a Fox Business host and Sean Hannity 

on Fox News that his parents came from Cuba at the end of the 1950s — when dictator Batista fled Fidel 
Castro’s revolution.
Until this evening, the biography on his U.S. Senate website still declared his parents “came to America 
following Fidel Castro’s takeover.”
Now records show his parents arrived in 1956.

Letters to the Editor

In Print: Tuesday, October 11, 2011
St. Pete Times

Planned Parenthood

Ill-advised investigation

There have been recent newspaper and TV reports on a U.S. House subcommittee 
launching an investigation of Planned Parenthood.

I am not privy to all that is behind this matter, but I haven’t yet heard of reasonable 
or probable cause that would justify Congress using its awesome power to conduct such a sweeping investiga-
tion. The House panel reportedly is demanding a dozen years of internal auditing from Planned Parenthood and 83 
affiliates, two decades of state audits and information on how Planned Parenthood affiliates refer women to other 
clinics if they don’t provide abortion services.

I, for one, would like to see this same investigative vigor aimed at Wall Street’s misconduct.

U.S. Sen. Bill Nelson, D-Fla.



Scheduled Events

Next Meeting
November 5th

11:30am
Piccadilly Restaurant
 a business meeting

FL DEM 
Convention

Oct 28-Oct30
Disney Contempory

Orlando

WASHINGTON -- Fulfilling a long-held campaign promise, President Barack Obama 
announced Friday that he will pull all U.S. troops out of Iraq by the end of the year, as 
conditioned by the Status of Forces Agreement with the country.
“As a candidate for president, I pledged to bring the war in Iraq to a responsible end,” 
Obama said. “So today I can report that, as promised, the rest of our troops in Iraq will come 
home by the end of the year.”

“After nearly nine years, America’s war in Iraq will be over,” he said.

“This will allow us to say definitively that the Iraq war is over, and that the partnership be-
tween the US and Iraq will be a normal one between two sovereign nations,” said a senior 
White House official.

Obama said the end of U.S. involvement in Iraq reflects a larger transition away from “the 
tide of war.” He referenced the fact that troops are beginning to return home from Afghani-
stan and said that trend will only continue as the U.S. refocuses on its needs at home.

“After a decade of war, the nation we need to build and the nation we will build is our own,” 
he said.

The president spoke before the press corps at 12:45 p.m. to announce his decision. He held 
a video conference with Iraq Prime Minister Nouri al-Maliki about an hour before that, in 
which the topic of a troop drawdown was discussed.

“During their conversation, President Obama and P.M. Maliki strongly agreed that this is 
the best way forward for both countries,” the White House official said.



These are photos of the old days in Tallahassee marching for ERA..

We are planning another big Tallahassee event now.. Mark your calen-
dar…

DEMOCRATIC WOMEN’S CLUB OF FLORIDA, INC.
TALLAHASSEE LEGISLATIVE DAYS
WHEN? Monday, February 6 and Tuesday, February 7, 2012

WHERE? Accommodations provided at $89.00 per night at Holiday 
Inn Capitol East, 1355 Appalachee Parkway, Tallahassee, Fl., 32301. 
Phone: 850-877-3171. Hot breakfast included in price. Free parking. 
Space for three buses available at hotel parking lot. Many surrounding 
restaurants. Hotel attached to Applebees.

TRANSIT FROM/TO HOTEL AND CAPI-
TOL: Low taxi fare, public bus transportation, 
shuttle from nearby Governor’s Mall. Short 
drive to Capitol parking if drive on your own.



Super Mule

“The Republican candidates are still looking for ways to stop Romney. See, it’s hard to disagree 
with his positions — because as you know, he’s taken every position.” –Jay Leno 

Bronco Rick Perry is the first candidate I’ve ever heard say he’s not doing well because he’s sleepy. 
You know, we criticized George W. Bush a lot, but there was one thing he was very disciplined 
about, and that was getting his full eight years of sleep.” –David Letterman

“Herman Cain said, starting today, if you buy into his 9-9-9 plan, he’ll throw in a free 32-ounce soda.” –David Letter-
man

“Herman Cain has moved ahead of Mitt Romney. Can you believe that? Political analysts say this is because Ameri-
cans don’t understand Mormonism but they do understand pizza.” –Conan O’Brien

“This morning on the ‘Today’ show, Jenna Bush interviewed Ozzy Osbourne. Ozzy was so confused and inarticulate 
that Jenna accidentally called him ‘dad.’” –Conan O’Brien 

“Hulk Hogan says he no longer supports President Obama. Yeah. But the president’s not worried because he has the 
support of the Iron Sheik and Triple H.” –Conan O’Brien 

“Big Ben is leaning to one side, but they think that it might be able to somehow correct itself. And I thought well, 
yeah, look at Mitt Romney. He used to lean to the left, now he leans to the right.” –David Letterman

You know who’s also joining the Wall Street protesters? Kanye West. That’s a real good idea -- a guy with diamonds 
in his teeth protesting greed.” –David Letterman

“They’re saying President Obama doesn’t have any friends. The problem is that he can’t get Congress to approve 
one.” –David Letterman 

“The candidates at the last Republican debate got to ask each other questions. Jon Huntsman asked, ‘Who am I?’” 
–David Letterman 

“Rick Perry had to leave the debate early. He was late for an execution.” –David Letterman 

Rick Perry said America’s revolutionary war was fought in the 16th century. When told it was actually the 18th cen-
tury, Perry apologized and said, ‘I never said I was a geology major.’” –Conan O’Brien

“At the last Republican debate, the candidates were seated according to how they’ve been doing in the polls. So Jon 
Huntsman was seated next to Tim Pawlenty at a Denny’s across the street.” –Conan O’Brien 

“Two Americans won the Nobel Prize for economics. That’s like the Chinese winning for child day care.” –Jay 
Leno 

“Yesterday on CNN, Michele Bachmann denied that her campaign is losing steam and said all candidates have their 
ups and downs. Then she said, ‘Now if you’ll excuse me, I have to hitchhike to my next campaign stop.’” –Jimmy 
Fallon

“A team of American scientists just traveled to Russia to search for the Abominable Snowman. That’s right, a mythi-
cal creature who probably doesn’t exist. Or as Republicans call that, ‘a presidential candidate.’” –Jimmy Fallon

“Two Americans won the Nobel Prize today, for economics. How crappy is the economy in the rest of the world if 
America is winning the Nobel Prize for economics?” –Jay Leno

“Herman Cain answered the Wall Street protesters, and he had a message for these protesters. He said, ‘If you don’t 
have a job, if you’re not rich, don’t blame Wall Street, don’t blame the banks, blame yourself.’ And a nation of out 
of work teabaggers said, ‘Yeah! Hey, wait a minute.’” –Bill Maher
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Be an SBDWC Booster
Your ad will appear in the newsletter as well as in 
the archive at   http://sbdwcnewsletter.com where 
thousands can view it.  A link included in your ad 
will be “clickable” so as to send greater traffic to 
your site.
Help us find Boosters to cover the costs of printing 
our newsletter.  Cost for a one line listing is $20 
for 6 months or $35 for a year.  Cost for a two line 
listing is $30  for 6 months or $45  for a year,  ad-
ditional lines extra.

Contact pfarley_101@hotmail.com
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Our sincere Thoughts and Prayers 
are extended to all the US troops 

stationed in Iraq,  Afghanistan  and 
also to their families everywhere.  

We pray for the safe return of the 
troops, a speedy end to the war and 
the wisdom of our leaders to guide 

us in this conflict.

Lore Scurrah

Leonia Francis

Laura Fausone

Janie Holman

Brevard Now

Artney Turner

Bessie Barnes

Maggie Gula

Terry Sanders


