
November 2008 This is it.  We are now down to the wire and I know that we have 
worked hard.  As for me, I will continue to wave my signs; talk to friends, 
neighbors and strangers, make phone calls till the polls close and say 
more than a few silent prayers.  For many months we have fought sex-
ism and ignorance on many fronts and continue to do so, and now I find 
myself having to argue against mediocrity. It seems as if our country is 

“dumbing down” and be-
coming “simple minded” 
when a candidate can be 
labeled elitist because he has a Harvard law 
degree and pronounces the name of Paki-
stan correctly.

I grew up in an era where people worked 
hard to get an education and see that their 
children had a good education. I value ed-
ucation and intelligence.  I don’t want an 
“average” Joe-six pack American for Presi-

dent or Vice President.   I want an intellectual who will address our nation’s problems 
with reflective, rational, purposeful, substance and not the flippant malevolent crowd 
manipulation we have seen this last month from the Republican campaign.  I want a 
President and Vice President who can raise the bar and raise expectations for the future of 
our country with their words, and not 
contrived “golly-gee gotch ya” talk.      

This is a serious time, we have seri-
ous issues and we need serious can-
didates—and we have two in Barack 
Obama and Joe Biden.  This is not a 
time for more of George Bush with 
John McCain and certainly not a 
time for an eye winking, high-fiving, 
hockey Mom, who seems to act more 
like a cocktail waitress than a serious 
professional.   We must demand more, 
not less of our leaders and never ever 
choose someone who would have to 
rise to attain mediocrity.
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Editor’s Notes

Political Disappointments
My political adult life has been filled with disappointment.  Before I could ever vote I 
worked for Bobby Kennedy for President.  I collected signatures to impeach Richard 
Nixon.  I worked long hours for my own equal rights which I was never constitutionally 
given and I frequently supported and voted for  Democratic candidates who just never 
won, including, but not limited to Edward Kennedy,  Gary Hart, Walter  Mondale,  Mi-
chael Dukakis,  Jesse Jackson,  Al Gore, John Kerry, and John Edwards.  I always worked 
for the party nominee, even if I had not supported that person in the primaries, and I usu-
ally hadn’t .

This year I have also met with disappointment with dirty campaign tactics, with smear campaigns and ig-
norance, and sexism and biased news coverage.  I am always angry with the Republican Party, but this year 
I am disappointed with them, too, for nominating someone as Vice President who is so below standard that 
she is someone to actually fear.   Sarah Palin simply doesn’t possess the informed broad perspective or grasp 
of information she would need if she became president. Palin, in the few interviews she gave, showed her 
limitations when she tried to answer unscripted serious questions. I am disappointed in our country when a 
Vice-Presidential candidate is being praised for having a quick study memory. (I crammed for tests. I know 
what that means)

 Palin’s hockey-mom folksiness manners; her talent for answering only the questions she wants to answer; 
and  her wish to broaden the powers of the vice president are things to fear in someone one melanoma away 
from the presidency.   Her mud slinging and rediculous accusations of Obama being a terrorist upstaged the 
investigations into the Trooper Gate ethics charge; Gov. and Mr. Palin’s activity in the Alaskan succession 
organization and more importantly the press coverage of the decision involving the Justice Department firings 
of the nine District Attorneys under Alberto Gonzales and George Bush.   She has already proven that she can 
stall investigations when it is to her benefit, so maybe that does make Republicans happy, but not me-  I’m 
just disappointed in the press for buying into the scheme.

Martin Luther King said “We must accept finite disappointment, but never lose infinite 
hope.”   Well, I hope my disappointment is finally finite because I do have infinite hope—
the Audacity of Hope-- and I’m ready for change.

*    *    *    *

You know Palin said that a teenager’s pregnancy is a “private family matter’ I agree, but I believe that every 
woman’s pregnancy is a “private, family matter”!

Colin Powell endorses Obama saying on Meet the Press “I think he is a transformational figure, 
he is a new generation coming onto the world stage, onto the American stage, and for that reason I’ll be 
voting for Sen. Barack Obama. Powell said he has some concerns about the direction of the Republican 
Party, adding that it has “moved more to the right than I would like to see it.”

In regard to the financial crisis, which Powell called the candidates’ “final exam,” Powell said McCain 
appeared unsteady in dealing with it, while Obama had excelled in handling the situation.  “Obama 
displayed a steadiness, an intellectual curiosity, a depth of knowledge,” Powell said. “He has met the 
standard of being a successful president, being an exceptional president,” he said.



It is within our grasp!
For the first time in way too many years we, the Florida Demo-
cratic voters, have the opportunity to change our state back to 
blue.  One way to attain this will be for many of us to vote early.  
You never know when your car may break down.  We may have 
torrential rains on November 4.  So... VOTE EARLY

Brevard County Early Voting
for the November 4 General Election: 8:30 AM to 4:30 PM 

    Monday October 20 through Saturday November 1 

       (excluding Sunday October 26) 

Early voting is available at the following locations:
    * Titusville: Government Complex-North, 400 South Street, 1st Floor
    * Merritt Island: Central Brevard Service Complex, 2575 N. Courtenay Parkway
    * Viera: Government Center, 2725 Judge Fran Jamieson Way, Bldg. C
    * Melbourne: South Brevard Service Complex, 1515 Sarno Road
    * Palm Bay: South Mainland Service Center, 450 Cogan Drive SE 

Identification requirements for early voting are the same as they are for voting at the polls. The following 
forms of identification are considered valid if they contain the voter’s name and photograph and if they 
have not expired:

    * Florida driver’s license
    * Florida identification card issued by the Department of Highway 
       Safety and  Motor Vehicles
    * United States passport
    * Debit or credit card
    * Military identification
    * Student identification
    * Retirement center identification
    * Neighborhood association identification
    * Public assistance identification 

If the identification does not contain the voter’s signature, 
an additional identification that provides the voter’s signa-
ture is required.

Early voting will utilize optical scan ballots except for voters with disabilities, 
who will be able to vote using a touchscreen machine. 



Frances Speegle’s Message

Club fund raiser
Check this Out!!!

Why Mommy is a 
Democrat and Why 

Daddy is a Democrat 
by Jeremy Zilber

Using plain and 
non-judgmental 

language, along with 
warm and whimsical 

illustrations.

The price is 
$10.00 each.  

Get your copies 
at any club 

meeting or by 
calling 

Artney Turner 
at 727-0215.

CREATIVE ARTS FOUNDATION OF BREVARD 
SUNDAY WITH THE PERFORMING ARTS 
Gleason Auditorium - Campus of Florida Tech University 
150 W. University Blvd, Melbourne, Fl 
Sunday, November 23rd, 2008 - 4:00 - 7:00 p.m. 
A GALA  AFTERNOON OF MUSIC, DANCE, 
PERFORMED BY YOUNG VIOLINISTS, PIANISTS, 
BALLERINA, FLUTIST, HARPIST STRING QUARTET AND MORE 
* SILENT AUCTION, FINE ART 4 P.M. - SHOWTIME 5 P.M. 
The Creative Arts Foundation of Brevard is a newly formed non-profit organization 
( 501 C-3 ) providing grants to help promote and further the talents of needy artists, 
particularly in the field of music, dance, and the visual arts. All ticket sales are tax 
deductible donations to help raise funds for this most worthwhile endeavor. Social 
hour follows in the lobby. 

Tickets are $25 per person and may be obtained at the following address; send  
check to :  Creative Arts Foundation of Brevard 
  1861 S. Patrick Dr., Box # 117 
  Indian Harbor Beach, Fl., 32937. 
  More information? Call 321-254-3398.

Legislative Report
I hope every Club member has been as busy or busier than me on cam-
paigns.  For that reason, again, this month there will be no Legislative 
Report.  Let’s do everything we can to get our Democratic Candidates 
elected on November 4.

Region VI Report
As you know, Region VI will be hosting the 2009 DWCF Convention. 
The first state meeting of 2009 will be at the probable location, the 
Crown Plaza hotel on A1A in Melbourne on January 10, at 9:00 AM, 
with a break for lunch.  I hope lots of you mark this date on your calendar because this will 
be a perfect opportunity for you to see a state meeting in person, have lunch and partici-
pate in a tour of the hotel.  I will have more details in a later newsletter.  

Election Day
As reported last month, our Club members have been asked to help get out the vote on 
Election Day.  Jodi James has offered her home along with her three phone lines to make 
the calls.    The time to start calling people who have not participated in early voting has 
changed to starting at 9:00 AM.  If anyone has a cell phone service with unlimited usage 
or some minutes to spare on their program it would be a great help.  We’ll have the details 
at the November business meeting. Remember, the more volunteers we have the more 
phone calls we can make and the more instrumental our club members will be in getting 
our Democrats elected!



Scheduled Events

Next Meeting
November 1st  at 
11:15 at the Picca-
dilly at Melbourne 

Square Mall

How Racism Works...

What if John McCain was a former presi-
dent of the Harvard Law Review?

What if Barack Obama finished fifth from 
the bottom of his graduating class?

What if McCain was a charismatic, elo-
quent speaker?

What if Obama was a member of the 
Keating-5?

What if McCain was still married to the 
first woman he said ‘I do’ to?

What if Obama was the candidate who left 
his first wife after she no longer measured 
up to his standards?

What if Cindy McCain graduated from 
Harvard?

What if Michelle Obama was a wife who 
not only became addicted to pain killers, 
but acquired them illegally through her 
charitable organization?

If these questions reflected reality, do 
you really believe the election numbers 
would be as close as they are?
This is what racism does. It covers up, 
rationalizes and minimizes positive 
qualities in one candidate and empha-
sizes negative qualities in another when 
there is a color difference.

You are The Boss... which team would 
you hire?
With America facing historic debt, 2 
wars, stumbling health care, a weakened 
dollar, all-time high prison population, 
mortgage crises, bank foreclosures, etc. 
consider...

Educational Background:
Obama:

Columbia University - B.A. Political Sci-
ence with a Specialization in Internation-
al Relations.
Harvard - Juris Doctor (J.D.) Magna Cum 
Laude

Biden:

University of Delaware - B.A. in History 
and B.A. in Political Science.
Syracuse University College of Law - 
Juris Doctor {JD}
vs.

McCain:

United States Naval Academy - 
Class rank: 894 of 899

Palin:

Hawaii Pacific University - 1 semester
North Idaho College - 2 semesters - gen-
eral study
University of Idaho - 2 semesters - jour-
nalism
Matanuska-Susitna College - 1 semester
University of Idaho - 3 semesters - B.A. 
in Journalism
Now, which team are you going to hire ?



Brevard  Democrat

Welcoming McCain to Melbourne  
Sometimes in life you are in the right place at the 
right time. 

 Several members of our SBDWC were there when 
the McCain motorcade went north on US 1 to get to 
the King Center Friday afternoon. The group was 
sign waving at the intersection of US1 and Eau 
Gallie Blvd. when the Melbourne Police Depart-
ment closed the intersection for the approach of the 
motorcade.  A giant banner that says “Vote Demo-
cratic for Change” and Obama signs were proudly 
thrust in  McCain’s view  as he passed within feet 
of the group giving him a true heartfelt Democratic 
welcome into Brevard!   

Laura Dils gets Rod Northcutt’s Endorsement
Member Laura Dils is working hard in her campaign 
for Tax Collector and maybe it will be a little easier 
with the endorsement of Rod Northcutt.  This photo 
was shot of the two of them at a fund raiser held for 
Dils at the Tortoise Island Club House.  Good Luck 
Laura!



Activities

Making a Strong Statement!
The SBDWC was well represented at the 2008 Brevard 
Democrats Annual Fall Banquet held Saturday Oct. 4th at the 
Radisson at Port Canaveral, Florida. 
SBDWC President Madeline Farley was seen here with Can-
didate and Booster Stephen Blythe and his beautiful wife 
Constance.  GOOD LUCK STEVE!!! 

DWC President Janie Holman pre-
sented local Brevard candidates run-
ning for state office Kendal Moore, 
Wes McCarville, Tony Sasso, and 
Amy Tidd with checks totaling 
$1500.00 made up of contributions 
from DWC members around the 
state.

Several of our own mem-
bers (Laura Dils, Patri-
cia Crutcher, Madeline 
Farley,  and Jodi James)
came together with DWC 
members from other 
clubs for a photo with 
DWC President Janie 
Holman  and Indian Riv-
er Club President Mary 
Scurlock. 



October Meeting Report

The October Meeting at Squid Lips just kept growing and we had to finally move rooms to hold  the mem-
bers!  How fabulous!! All the moving around took so much time, the business part of the meeting was set 
aside so we could discuss the Amendments on the Florida Ballot and still have time for Lunch. 
  
No one likes to be told how to vote and that is never our intention.  However after much research and discus-
sion at the meeting, the recommendation for voting on the amendments is as follows:
Vote Yes on Amendments 1 and 3
Vote No on Amendments 2, and 8
Amendments 4 and 6 were viewed with mixed feelings. Some members felt we should vote no because both 
Amendments had potential for abuse as tax breaks.  However, some members found merit in them and the 
decision of the group was to vote your conscience.
.
The Florida Supreme Court has unanimously barred three proposed state constitutional amendments , Amend-
ments 5, 7, and 9,  from appearing on the November ballot. However if by some hook or crook, Jeb Bush 
manages to get any of these to appear on any ballot—VOTE NO
.
All and all, it was a great and informative meeting and we gained two new members— Doris Baldwin  and 
Vivian Hillmer.  We welcome you both to our organization. Thank you to everyone who came and partici-
pated.

*    *    *    *    *     *     *     *     *     *     *     *

Obama on Education and Health Care
The United States must focus on education if we are to continue competing in a global economy, said Sen. 
Barack Obama at the presidential debate. Obama’s priorities for the future of the country stood in sharp 
contrast to Sen. John McCain’s, which would freeze discretionary spending, and cripple the nation’s pub-
lic education and health care systems. 

The second presidential debate made it crystal clear only Sen. Obama understands how to put our econ-
omy, our schools and our health care system back on track. Obama ranks quality public schools and af-
fordable higher education among his top three national priorities. Meanwhile, Sen. John McCain wants 
to freeze all discretionary spending, leaving millions of children without the programs and resources they 
need. 

Sen. McCain still hasn’t learned the most important lesson of this economic crisis, which is that a com-
petitive economy requires competitive public schools. 

McCain’s policies also would leave millions of Americans without health care. His health care scheme 
would lead to 20 million Americans losing their employer-sponsored coverage. His plan would tax work-
ing families’ health care for the first time ever. McCain also plans to cut Medicaid and Medicare to pay 
for a health care tax credit that won’t cover the full cost of health care for most families. And he has voted 
against expansion of the State Children’s Health Insurance Program (SCHIP). We need a real solution, as 
Obama has outlined, that will give every family the health care they need, and every student the educa-
tion they deserve.



Next Meeting

The Obama campaign has released a new 
TV spot that will air in the two biggest Ne-
vada markets: Las Vegas and Reno. The ad 
hits John McCain over the Republican’s 
position on storing nuclear waste in Yucca 
Mountain.

Yucca Mountain has been a controversial 
issue in Nevada for years, and it took on 
added urgency in June when the Bush ad-
ministration filed a formal application for a 
construction license to build a nuclear waste 
dump.

The Obama ad highlights McCain’s support 
of storing nuclear waste at Yucca Mountain 
and accuses the Republican of not being 
“worried about nuclear waste in our state, 
only in Arizona.”

It then shows a 2007 TV interview in which McCain was asked if he’d be comfortable 
with nuclear waste coming through Arizona.

“No, no I wouldn’t” was his quick answer........

McCain.... the Energy Czar

Our Next Meeting will be November 1st  at 11:15 and back at the Piccadilly at Melbourne 
Square Mall.  We will have the Business Meeting and if weather permits have a sign waving after the 
meeting  at the corner of 192 and Evans Road.  We will  be discussing election day activities. We will  
also have details regarding our Holiday Party at that time. 

Club Member Artney Turner is the  Chairperson of a local  Food Drive for those in need  and  we  will 
have a Food Collection Basket if you would like to donate  any canned or dry food items. Patti Farley 
will have tickets available for purchase to Melbourne Square’s Night of Giving on November 23rd, 
which is a large scale event with  shows, sales, prizes and activities to benefit charities in our local area.  
Ticket price is ten dollars.

Coordinated Campaign for Election Day
We will have Sign Waving on November 3th from  2:30 until 6:00 
If at all possible vote early and miss work on election day to sign wave, 
work polls, or  make phone calls to Democrats who have not yet voted.
Wear Blue on Election Day.



This Joe the Plumber has been all over the place. He’s been on Good Morning America, 
he was on FOX News, he was talking to the Associated Press. This plumber has done 
more interviews in one day than Sarah Palin has done since being chosen by John Mc-
Cain.” --Jay Leno

“It turns out Joe the Plumber, his name’s not Joe, he’s not a licensed plumber, and he 
owes back taxes. So it sounds like he has the best plan to reduce taxes -- don’t pay them.” 
--Jay Leno

“Did you hear what happened at a rally yesterday? Sarah Palin mistook some 
of her supporters for hecklers. You know, confusion happens in all walks of 
life. For example, a few weeks ago, John McCain mistook her for a legitimate 
candidate. It happens.” --David Letterman

“A woman at a John McCain rally said that Barack Obama is an Arab. And 
McCain quickly corrected her. It was really awkward, because McCain had to 
tell her, ‘Look, Governor Palin, you are wrong.’” --Jay Leno

“Barack Obama, what a guy. He is actually going door to door, knocking on 
doors in a neighborhood, asking people if they’ll vote for him. Coincidentally, 
John McCain is also going door to door, except when he knocks on a door, he 
says, ‘Do I live here?’” --David Letterman

“A town in Upstate New York is being accused of being biased ‘cause they sent 
out absentee ballots that 
say ‘Barack Osama.’ 
Today they apologized 
and printed new ballots 

that say ‘Barack Hussein Osama.’” --Conan O’Brien

“Not been a good weekend for Governor Palin. In a 
263-page report, Alaskan officials said she abused the 
powers of her office, and that was an ethics violation. 
Wow, she’s only been on the national scene a month, 
already has an ethics violation? Who said she’s not 
ready for Washington?” --Jay Leno

“President Bush, I think he said this in his weekly ra-
dio address, he said about the economic crisis, Presi-
dent Bush said, “It’s a good thing I’m in charge.” And 
I know that’s what we’re all thinking. But Bush says 
he’s going to tweak the financial bailout. That’s like 
the captain of the Titanic tweaking the brunch menu.” 
--David Letterman

Super Mule

All H
at.....

No Brains



www.hodadpix.com

www.southernladysgallery.com

Beach Side Mini Storage
321-773-0096

Beach Side Ballroom Club
321-777-0001

Dancing Disciples
Greg Bennett & Robbie Pedigo

Silhouette Hairlines
Bonnie

Frank Greico

Donna Stanic-Kovach

Stephen Blythe
Jackolyn Lombardo

Laura Dils

McGuire Properties
321-951-4523

Honk Honk Mitzi’s Here
321-726-3918

www.LEAP.cc www.flcan.org

Geraldine Kapushy

You can find PDF copies of these newsletters 
at www.sbdwcnewsletter.com/

Have News to Share?
If you have information you would like included in this newslet-
ter, please email The editor, Patricia Farley-Crutcher at 

pfarley_101@hotmail.com
or call 321-773-2949.



Campaign Corner

UNITED STATES REP, DISTRICT 15
Stephen Lee Blythe
509 North River Oaks Drive, Indialantic, FL 32903
www.blythe2008.com

STATE REPRESENTATIVE, DISTRICT 29
Wes McCarville
P.O. Box 561612, Rockledge, FL 32956-1612
321-735-0645
www.InvestInWes.com
CM@investinwes.com 
 
STATE REPRESENTATIVE, DISTRICT 30
Amy Tidd
1357 Heritage Acres Blvd., Rockledge, FL 32955
321-631-3916
www.amytidd.com 

STATE REPRESENTATIVE, DISTRICT 32
Tony Sasso
319 Cyprus Drive, Cocoa Beach, FL 32931
321-784-8094
www.electtonysasso.com 

SCHOOL BOARD MEMBER, DISTRICT 5
Stuart Rowan  (nonpartisan)
3759 Peacock Drive, Melbourne, Fl 32904
321-243-2500
www.StuartRowan.com

PROPERTY APPRAISER
Larry E. Hughes
7972 Timberlake Drive, West Melbourne, FL 32904
321-724-4203
larryhughes@OurFlorida.info

TAX COLLECTOR
Laura Dils
601 Hawksbill Island Drive, Satellite Beach, FL 32937
321-779-8611
www.lauradils.com
 
SUPERVISOR OF ELECTIONS
Frank C. Grieco, Jr.
Post Office Box 779-231, Barefoot Bay, FL 32976
321-289-6121 

COUNTY COMMISSIONER, DISTRICT 1
Robin Fisher
1760 Lakeside Drive, Titusville, FL 32780
321-543-3362
robin@robinfisher.biz

COUNTY COMMISSIONER, DISTRICT 3
Edward (Ed) Geier
803 Brow Court NE, Palm Bay, FL 32905
321-768-7937

SHERIFF
Gary E. Young
Post Office Box 237476, Cocoa, FL 32923-7476
321-633-4279
www.garyyoungforsheriff.com/


