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  I am responding to the call of Florida’s working families. 
 At this point in time Congress is considering legislation that will speed through corporate-driven 
trade deals.  Fast track trade deals mean fewer jobs, lower wages, and a declining middle class.  
These deals are often sold to our citizens as job creation measures, but these deals don’t create jobs.  
These deals make it easier for firms to invest offshore and create corporate influence over the global 
economy. 
 Trade deals have wide-ranging impacts and shouldn’t be negotiated behind closed doors.   The cur-
rent Trans-Pacific Partnership deal under discussion would cover 40 percent of the world’s GDP.  A 
deal this huge should be debated in an open and transparent manner like every other piece of legislation. 
Fast-tracking any trade agreement sidesteps the wisdom and authority of Congress. It seems especially absurd to fast 
track the Trans-Pacific Partnership considering its complexity and ramifications. 
The TPP will:
• Create secret tribunals in trade matters with jurisdiction over our own courts, 
• Relax rules to safeguard the environment,
• Reduce access to generic medicines,
• Drive US wages down.
Congress needs to reject this legislation which will have negative effects on our society.
I  am asking all persons to immediately write, call or email Senator Bill Nelson, Senator Marco Rubio and their indi-
vidual member of the House of Representatives and urge them to vote NO on this matter.
You can learn more on this issue at     https://www.stopfasttrack.com/

Important club information:
Every year we have an event that is specifically to raise funds to pay fees for the convention.  We had hoped that the 
Mad Hatter’s Ball would raise enough for the needed AV equipment and have some left over.  Unfortunately that was 
not the case. The Ball did not result in any profit for the organization due to low ticket sales.
Our next meeting and event, which will also be an attempt to raise funds for the convention fees will be the Derby 
Day affair on May 2 starting at 4:00.  Bonnie Ollinger has graciously offered to host the event at her home and to 
prepare the food.  Bonnie’s culinary skills are well known all over the county so this should be a real treat for all who 
do attend.  She has planned a very traditional Louisville Derby Day menu. We certainly do not want to buy any extra 
food, so we are requiring all tickets be paid in advance.  The fee is $20 and the location is in Grant.  Exact directions 
will be provided when you purchase the ticket.  Fun activities are planned.  Please view the flyer on the front page.  
If the Derby Day event has profit, it will be used for convention fees for our members. All members should really buy 
tickets to the event and hopefully purchase extra for their other friends and family members.
Do you want to be a delegate to the DWCF convention?  The Convention registration fee is $45.00.  If everyone pays 
their dues our club will be entitled to have 14 delegates plus our two state board members.  Please contact me to let me 
know if you desire to be a delegate.  Understand that a delegate does need to be present, attentive, and represent the 
organization during the business meetings.  Only delegates can vote on issues.  
If you have not paid your annual dues for 2015, please do so asap.  
We will have our next Region VI meeting on Saturday May 30th.  Details will be formalized soon.
The DWCF pins have arrived.  Please bring $25.00 to pay for your pin to the May or June Meeting.
Two of our members VP Terry Sanders and Laura Fausone are running for State officers of NOW.  We are proud of 
them and wish them success. 



Everyone knows when Tallahassee is in session, that we all just hope they leave 
us alone and do no harm.  We go to Tally days and we try to get appointments and 
the attention of our representatives.  We write letters, make calls, and email for 
two months.  There are only 160 total members of the Florida legislature in the 
two houses.  The Senate has 40 members—14 are Democrats.  The House has 120 
seats—39 are Democrats.

There is a directory of registered lobbyists for the Florida Legislature that looks something like an old white pages 
telephone book.  It has 389 pages of listings of registered lobbyists in Florida. That is more than 3 pages per legisla-
tive member.  Lobbyists have a purpose –to inform and educate the legislature on topics that they represent.  It is an 
important part of our democratic process.  However when $$$$ comes into play, votes are controlled.

I have been collecting information published in many articles over the past several weeks.  This is expected, but still 
eye opening:

Corporations, local governments, trade  associations and other advocacy groups have spent $120.4 million to lobby 
the Legislature and state agencies so far this year – making it one of the Sunshine State’s enduring growth industries, 
according to a Sentinel analysis of lobbying data published in a report by Aaron Deslatte, a Tallahassee AP Bureau 
Chief

The Seminole Tribe of Florida, which wants to extend its agreement with the state that lets it offer blackjack and 
other card games at its casinos, sent $175,000 to Republican-connected accounts, while donating $105,000 to the 
Democrats.

Disney, which has been adamantly opposed to allowing the creation of new casinos in the state, donated nearly 
$300,000 to Republicans and $40,000 to Democrats.

U.S. Sugar, which has come out against a proposed deal to acquire land owned by the company south of Lake 
Okeechobee, has donated $185,000 to Republicans and $45,000 to the Democratic Party. Note: Those figures are 
just direct  donations to the incumbents or the parties.  

Gaming industry: With a heavy concentration of casinos, regulated industries and people, South Florida companies 
and local governments blow away other regions of the state in terms of spending on lobbyists. Casino interests Las 
Vegas Sands ($191,000); Hartman & Tyner ($140,000); Isle of Capri Casinos ($135,000) and possible future new-
comer and resort developer Genting ($120,000) were the biggest single industry shelling out to influence gaming 
policy.

Local governments: Governments also spent big: the Palm Beach County Sheriff’s Office spent $220,000; Palm 
Beach County dumped $120,000 into lobbyists; and Broward was close behind, with $115,000.

Orlando was one of the biggest-spending local governments in Florida, paying its outside lobbying teams with Gray-
Robinson and Southern Strategy Group approximately $130,000.

Daytona International Speedway: The race track isn’t a regular among the list of big spenders, but did pour $152,000 
into lobbying this year.

Big Sugar : U.S. Sugar Corp. spent $505,000 while Florida Crystals -- two sugar giants lobbying on Everglades 
cleanup legislation -- poured another $370,000 into lobbyists.

Disney:  Not only did Walt Disney World dish out about $150,000 in lobbying fees, it is one of the central players 
behind the Florida Chamber of Commerce, which spent another $125,000.



Florida’s 2015 Legislative Session Ends on May 1st 
SBDWC Legislative Liaison & DWCF’s Legislative Chair -  
Milly Krause
While DWCF supported many bills, the focus too often requires time to prevent bills from 
becoming law that we oppose.
I’ve been on weekly teleconference calls to work on the 3 reproductive rights bills, which we 
oppose.  One bill, SB 724 & HB 633 continues to move forward.  Hopefully, you are reading 
your emails and following the Action Alerts by making the phone calls and attending hearings 
and rallies in Tally for those in Tally.
One bill, which is controversial, was voted in by a number of Democrats. In addition, Governor Scott rushed to sign 
it before calls to veto it were called able to be organized. This is the bill to limit testing, HB 7069 & SB 616. Note 
the number of hours a student can be tested, which is over a week of instructional time.  Here are the main points 
in the bill. It puts a hold on the use of student test data for school grades, teacher evaluations and student promo-
tion to fourth grade until the new Florida Standards Assessments can be independently validated. It also scraps a 
law requiring school districts to come up with end-of-course tests in classes where the state doesn’t administer such 
exams; caps the amount of time students can spend on state and school district tests at 45 hours a year; and reduces 
the portion of a teacher’s evaluation tied to student performance from the current 50 percent to one-third.
Bills we both support and oppose follow:  Many went nowhere but a few may still pass in the short time left in the 
2015 Leg. Session:
Anti-Fracking - SB 166 Sens. Soto, Bullard & Clemens HB 169 Rep. Jenne - No movement since March 3rd Intro-
duction. (Support)
ERA –SB 088 Joyner & HB 8001 Rep Berman – 
No movement since March 3rd Introduction. (Support)
Prohibits Sexual Orientation Change Efforts – SB 204 Sen. Clemens & HB 83 - No movement since March 3rd 
introduction. (Support)
Prohibits Discrimination – Creates the Florida Competitive Workforce Act  HB 33 Rep. Rascheim & SB 156  Sen. 
Abruzzo –  
No movement since March 3rd Introduction. (Support)
Single Sex Public Facilities – Transgender Discrimination –HB 583 Rep. Artilles –In Judiciary Com – No move-
ment since March 19th – No Senate Companion bill. (Oppose)
Family Law SB 1248 Stargel & HB 943 Burton & Workman – Alimony Bill - 
No House Movement since April 7th – Temporarily Postponed in Senate on April 8th (Oppose)

Our Governor Scott is not left out of course. Scott is going to take a trip to celebrate Earth Day at Big Sugar’s King 
Ranch in Texas with the constituents he really serves.

A real example of the true hypocrisy in the legislature is Eric Fresen, who is the chair of the House Educational fund-
ing committee, which is allocating taxpayer money to fund private charter schools.  Fresen’s family owns Academica, 
which oversees nearly 100 charter and virtual charter schools in Florida, according to its website. It also manages 
schools in Texas, Nevada, Utah, California and Washington, D.C.  Do you see a conflict of interest?  

The federal government is already investigating Academica.   A report found by the Miami Herald/Times identified 
potential conflicts of interest between the for-profit company Academica and the Mater Academy charter schools it 
manages.  What about the conflict with Fresen’s position? It is time to acknowledge that problem, too. 



Scheduled Events

Next Meeting

May 2
Kentucky
Derby Day

Bonnie’s Home
321-773-2949

May 30th
Region VI meeting

Details to follow

Admitting privileges TRAP – HB 147 Stargel & SB 920 - 
No movement since March 3rd (Opp0se)
All out Ban on Abortion – HB 247 Van Zant & SB 1502 Evers  
No movement since March 3rd (Oppose)
Employment discrimination – HB 25 Rep. crus & SB 98 Joyner  
No Movement Since (Support) March 3rd    (Support)  
Human trafficking – HB 369 & SB 534 – Latvala & Sobel - 
Moved Favorably Out of Both Sen & House April 9th   Last Movement April 15th – 
moving forward (support) 
 
preg discrimination – Florida Civil Rights Act – SB 982 Sen. Thompson & Rep. Cortes 
HB 625 
Senate - April 14th  Sent to 3rd Committee. No house movement since March 26th (Sup-
port)
24 Hour Abortion Delay – HB 633 Rep. sullivan & SB 724 Flores –Up for House Vote 
on April 22 – Watch Senate (Oppose)
License to Carry Concealed Weapons or Firearms on Campuses – HB 4005 Steube & SB 
176 Evers- 
Placed on House 2nd Reading Calendar on april 2nd – Sen – Now in Judiciary Com as 
of March 17th        (oppose)

What A Quinella!

DUMB & DUMBER



Tally Days

MAD
HATTER’S

BALL



Super Mule
“Hillary Clinton is now in Iowa. She’s spending every waking minute of her day meeting or-
dinary people, and it’s to prepare her for a job in which she will never again meet an ordinary 
person.” –David Letterman

“Hillary Clinton is trying an entirely different approach with Iowa than the one she tried eight 
years ago when she lost there. She will not start speeches by saying, ‘Hello, Iowa, or Idaho, or 
whichever one you are.’” –Conan O’Brien

“Governor Chris Christie says if he’s president, he will crack down on the sale of marijuana. However, that was 
before he was told it also comes in a brownie.” – Conan O’Brien

“The only fun thing about filing your tax return is getting a refund. About 80 percent of taxpayers get money back, 
which is a weird thing to be happy about. That means you’ve been overpaying all year long. It’s like if someone 
broke into your house and the police recovered the stuff and brought it back and you said, ‘Oh, presents.’” –Jimmy 
Kimmel

“Hillary Clinton is not the first woman to run for president. That title belongs to Victoria Woodhull, who ran for 
president in 1872. Her running mate was a young, scrappy John McCain.” –Conan O’Brien

“Jeb Bush welcomed his fourth grandchild. The new Bush grandchild is happy, healthy, and will be running for 
president in 2048.” –Conan O’Brien

“It’s tax season. When I woke this morning and realized it was tax season, I said, My God, didn’t we just pay taxes 
last year?” –David Letterman

“The 2016 presidential campaign is heating up. Can you feel the indifference, the apathy?” –David Letterman

“Hillary Clinton is running for president. This time around, she promises to be warm and approachable. Like me.” 
–David Letterman

“Have we all decided who we’re going to vote for president yet? You know you only have 574 days left to figure it 
out.” –Jimmy Kimmel

“Hillary Clinton announced that she is running. Then she drove from New York to Iowa in a van. You can’t be presi-
dent of the United States unless you agree to eat a corn dog in front of a small group of farmers.” –Jimmy Kimmel

“Marco Rubio announced he’s running for president. Fun fact: Marco Rubio’s wife is a former Miami Dolphins 
cheerleader. In other words, she knows how to generate fake enthusiasm for someone who’s not going to win.” –
Conan O’Brien

“New Jersey Governor Chris Christie today appeared on a talk show called ‘Pasta and Politics.’ It went so well that 
he’s agreed to go on ‘Meet the Garlic Press.’” –Seth Meyers

“Arizona Senator John McCain announced that he plans on running for a sixth term because he is concerned about 
the nation’s security. He plans to help just like any other 80-year-old: by sitting on his porch with a police scanner.” 
–Jimmy Fallon

“John McCain addressed critics who believe he will be too old to run for a sixth term in the Senate, saying that he’s 
still healthy and ready to go. Then people around McCain said, ‘Why is he talking to that mannequin?’” –Jimmy 
Fallon

“John McCain responded to critics who say he’s too old for a sixth term by saying that his mother is 103 years old 
and doing well. The crazy thing is that even she is somehow younger than John McCain.” –Jimmy Fallon
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Become an SBDWC Booster

Your ad will appear in the newsletter as well as in 
the archive at   http://sbdwcnewsletter.com where 
thousands can view it.  A link included in your ad 
will be “clickable” so as to send greater traffic to 
your site.
Help us find Boosters to cover the costs of printing 
our newsletter.  Cost for a one line listing is $20 
for 6 months or $35 for a year.  Cost for a two line 
listing is $30  for 6 months or $45  for a year,  ad-
ditional lines extra.

Contact pfarley_101@hotmail.com

You can find archived PDF copies of 
these our newsletters at

www.sbdwcnewsletter.com/

Our sincere Thoughts and Prayers 
are extended to all the US troops 

stationed in Afghanistan, Iraq, 
around the world and also to their 

families everywhere.  
We pray for the safe return of the 

troops, a speedy end to the war and 
the wisdom of our leaders to guide 

us in this conflict.

HAVE YOU PAID YOUR DUES?

Time For
A Woman
To Show

HOW
IT”S

DONE!


