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I have been asked to represent the DWC of Fl on a Women’s Economic summit at the Young 
Democrats convention in Orlando Florida in May. In trying to determine what are the eco-
nomic problems women face in our society, I would like to quote our President who recently 
stated:
“This isn’t 1954, it’s 2014. A woman deserves equal pay for equal work,” he said. “She deserves 
to have a baby without sacrificing her job. A mother deserves to take a day off to care for a sick 
kid or a sick parent without running into hardship, and a father does too.” 
The problems that women face are the problems of working families everywhere-- rights of 
working families to fair pay, job safety, secure retirements and affordable health care.  
Some of the biggest and most important struggles working families engage in take place in state capitals where 
legislators and governors set the agendas. In states where newly elected Republican governors and lawmakers 
took office, those agendas are often blueprints to advance corporate influence and lower wages, suppress voting 
rights and eliminate worker protections on the job. Working families are facing many of the attacks by state 
lawmakers on their livelihoods, voting rights and ability to collectively bargain for a middle-class life this year 
as theyhave for several past years. Here are a few examples:
• The rights of public employees to collectively bargain for a better life are under attack in several states, as 

are their health care and pension rights. Politicians in many states are rewarding corporate contributors 
by privatizing public services. Several states, including Florida, are trying to follow the lead of Wisconsin 
and Ohio by eliminating or severely restricting the rights of teachers, fire fighters, police officers and other 
public workers to bargain over pay, benefits, job safety, working conditions and the best way to get the 
job done.  Meanwhile, there are drives to privatize vital, taxpayer funded government services—including 
schools—and turn them over to for-profit corporations.

• Right to work for less laws—backed by the extreme American Legislative Exchange Council (ALEC) and 
other anti-worker groups—are on the radar screens in several states. 

• Republican lawmakers want to mute the voice of workers in elections with paycheck deception laws and 
ballot initiatives 

• Workers’ wages—especially those of construction workers—are threatened by attacks on project labor 
agreements and prevailing wage laws.

• New voting restrictions aimed mainly at young and minority voters could disenfranchise millions of voters 
in the critical elections.

• More states are considering extreme anti-immigrant laws like those in Arizona and Alabama.
April 17th was Equal Pay day, a date which symbolizes how long women must work to earn what the average 
man earns.  At the rate we are going it will be 45 more years before women attain economic pay equity.
Even though women are outpacing men in getting college degrees that’s not enough to close the gender pay 
gap. The American Association of University Women tackled the pay gap question by looking at workers of the 
same educational attainment—same kind of college, same grades—holding the same kinds of jobs, and having 
made the same choices about marriage and number of kids. They found that college-educated women earn 5 
percent less the first year out of school than their male peers. Ten years later, even if they keep working on par 
with those men, the women earn 12 percent less.
Women are more likely to work in low-wage, “pink-collar” jobs such as teaching, child care, nursing, cleaning, 
and waitressing. The top 10 jobs held by women include: secretaries and administrative assistants (number 
one); elementary and middle-school teachers (number four); retail salespeople (number six); and maids and 
housekeepers (number 10). These jobs typically pay less than male-dominated jobs and are fueling the gender 
wage gap. These are also the “jobs of the future,” the kinds of jobs that the Department of Labor projects will 
grow faster than other occupations, so addressing the pay gap here will have long-term consequences.
The wage gap accumulates over time. Over a 40-year working career, the average woman loses $431,000 as the 
result of the wage gap. The pay gap accumulates in no small part because initial pay matters: If a woman earns 

less in her first job, when 
she takes a new job and 
her new employer sets 
her pay scale, they will 
often base it on her pay 
history. 
The lifetime wage gap 
for a woman who did 
not finish high school is 
$300,000, while the life-
time wage gap for a wom-
an with at least a bach-
elor’s degree is $723,000. 
According to the Shriver 
Report released in 2014, 
women’s average annual 
paychecks reflected only 
77 cents for every $1.00 
earned by men. Specifi-
cally for women of color, 
the gap is even wider: In 
comparison to a white, 
non-Hispanic man’s dol-
lar, African American 
women earn only 64 cents 
and Latinas just 55 cents.
These wage gaps stub-
bornly remain despite 
the passage of the Equal 
Pay Act in 1963, the Lily 
Ledbetter Fair Pay Act 
of 2009, and a variety of 
other legislation prohib-
iting employment dis-
crimination.
Women still are not re-
ceiving equal pay for 
equal work, let alone 
equal pay for work of 
equal value. This dispar-
ity not only affects wom-
en’s spending power, it 
penalizes their retire-
ment security by creating 
gaps in Social Security 
and pensions, too.



Charlie Crist, who’s seeking the Democratic nomination for governor, 
won’t debate primary rival Nan Rich.
Speaking to reporters before a Tuesday fundraiser, Crist was direct 
when asked — twice — if he expected to debate Rich. “I don’t,” he 
said both times.
Nan Rich — a longtime Democrat and former party leader in the state 
Senate from Weston — took issue with Crist’s stance. She has begged 
Crist to debate her and he just refuses.
“I’m an issues person,” Rich said. “I’m a policy person. “To me, to 
have a dialogue and a debate back-and-forth about the issues is prob-
ably the most important thing that you can do to educate voters about 
where the candidates stand.”

The post office has a pilot program in place to replace urban post offices with kiosks at Staples using non post 
office workers. This is a form of privatizing public post offices, and destroying union jobs.  Staples happens to 
be one of those companies that Miitt Romney took over.
 We urge you to contact The United States House of Representatives, The United States Senate, and President 
Barack Obama, and tell them-- 
“Staples should not be allowed to replace bricks and mortar post offices. The post office does not offer copy 
services. Staples should not offer postal services.”  

Our Champagne and Chocolate event had a great speaker, 
great venue, great food, and great attendance.  We want to 
thank everyone who helped to make the event a big success. 
Leesa Souto, the current director of the Marine Resources 
Council and our guest speaker, did a wonderful job of inform-
ing our members and guests on the causes of the problems with 
our Indian River Lagoon and gave us ideas on what we could 
do as individuals to help repair our local environment:   work 
with locals at building oyster baskets and nets; lobby our leg-
islators for funds; educate the masses on pollution problems; 
and join the Marine Resources Council as a supporter. We will 
have applications for MRC membership at the next meeting.
We welcome several new members who joined at this event:
Leesa Souto , Mary Lou Previti, Karen Manno, and Jane 
Houston.  Welcome also to Elizabeth Arth and Suzanne Kuri 
whp joined at a recent business meeting.

Our club was well represented at DWC Tally Days event by Milly Krause, Terry Sanders, Laura Fausone and 
Patty Farley. We want to encourage all our members to continue to follow the actions of the legislature.  The last 
weeks of April are expected to bring forth some of the most controversial and negative legislation as Speaker 
Weatherford and his minions try to push through last ditch efforts to steal state pensions, women’s rights, and 
voting rights from Florida Citizens.

Radical republicans are again trying to restrict our right to choose what we 
do with our own bodies. During this year’s legislative session, Republicans 
in the House passed two pieces of anti-choice legislation.  
 
HB 1047/SB 918 replaces Florida’s existing abortion restrictions with a 
nebulous “viability” standard that will dramatically restrict the choices 
of women suffering difficult pregnancies. HB 59/SB 162 would introduce 
criminal penalties for harming a fetus -- penalties that proponents claim 
would only be applied to people who commit other crimes, but that we know are an underhanded way to chip 
away at our reproductive rights.  
 
Rep. Hazelle Rogers says it best: “Do not take away my choices as a woman. Leave my choices between me, 
my doctor, and my god.” 
 
The Senate will consider these bills as soon as the legislative session resumes. Before then, call your Senator 
-- or better yet, make an appointment to visit them while they’re at home this week -- and tell them to leave 
your choice between you and your doctor. And while you’re at it, you can sign the Florida Alliance of Planned 
Parenthood Affiliates’ petition.

CEOs of S&P 500 Index companies made 354 times the average wages of rank-and-file workers in 2012. 

In 1980, CEOs of large U.S. companies made 42 times the average wages of workers.

We want to offer condolences to our member Bessie Barnes whose son passed away recently.  
We also send condolences to our State president Maureen McKenna whose 33 year old son recently and 
suddenly passed away in Maryland at his fiance’s house.  There will not be a memorial service in Florida. 
Maureen has stated that she prefers not to discuss this and will try to cope by devoting her energies to the 
club.

Membership Tea Head Table:   Janie Holman, Madeline Farley, Milly Krause, Patty Farley, Leesa Souto and Terry Sanders

Guest of Honor Leesa Souto with VP Milly Krause 
and others  sampling our food at the Membership 
Tea.



Scheduled Events

Next Meeting
SBDWC 

Champagne & Chocolate

 Saturday, May 3, 2014

2:00 P.M.   
Skyline Estates    Club 

House 
139 Skyline Blvd.             
Satellite Beach, FL 

32937

call 321-773-2949
for tickets, infor-
mation, and food 

sign up

It is time for our Annual Champagne & Chocolate Fundraiser.  Each year 
our club holds a fundraiser to help pay for costs for our delegates who wish to 
attend the Annual DWC State Convention.  With recent changes in the number 
of delegates that we can send and the increase in registration over the years, it is 
important that we try to raise as much as possible to send as many delegates as 
we can.  This event is a great time to get to know our members and just kick back 
and relax.  Please attend and please bring guests.  
Members are asked to contribute finger food items.  Please call Madeline Farley 
at 321.773.2949 for information and to sign up for the food list. 
When:  Saturday, May 3rd                       Time:  2 p.m.    Cost:  $20 
Where: Skyline Estates Club House 
             139 Skyline Boulevard 
             Satellite Beach, FL 32937
  
Even though the name is Champagne and Chocolate, please note that we will 
have a variety of beverage and food items available for our attendees.

Action Alert: Oppose New Ploy to Expand Private School Vouchers
Urge your legislators to vote NO on SB 1512  
Two weeks ago, Senator Galvano withdrew SB 1620, a bill that would have funded 
50,000 more Florida Tax Credit (FTC) vouchers for private schools. Last week, Rep. 
Erik Fresen reintroduced the issue via PCB EDAS 14-03 and it has now been folded 
into SB 1512 -- a bill to create “personalized learning accounts” for families to pur-
chase services for students with severe disabilities (if they leave the public schools).  
For FTC vouchers, PCB EDAS 14-03 and SB 1512 provide:
Increased FTC allocation
to $388 million in 2014.
Annual increases of 25%.
Increased FTC vouchers from 80% to 82% of per student public school operational 
cost.
Added partial scholarships for families above 200% of the poverty level up to in-
comes of $62,010 for a family of four.
REASONS FOR CONCERN:
Private schools do not administer the FCAT and are not graded. Teachers are not 
required to be certified. 
73% of FTC students attend religious schools, some of which teach creationism.
43% of new FTC students come from public schools with ‘A’ grades; 9.3% come 
from schools receiving D/F grades.
Florida funds McKay private school scholarships for students with disabilities. The 
Inspector General audit reported that most private schools “were not in compliance 
with important program requirements”.
How the state could effectively monitor 50,000 family accounts and the quality of the 
services provided is difficult to imagine.
Voucher programs do not decrease the achievement gap between students from low-
er and higher income families. They just draw resources away from public schools.

Super Mule
This year’s Easter Sunday happens to fall on the same day as the marijuana holiday, 
4/20. Which means no matter what your religion, this Sunday you’re probably going 
to see a giant bunny.” –Conan O’Brien
Yesterday, North Korea held its annual marathon. Congratulations to first, second 
and third place winner, Kim Jong Un.” –Conan O’Brien
 

“A Colorado company has introduced the first marijuana vending machine. As a result, the vending 
machines around it are doing much better.” –Conan O’Brien
“A super-PAC urging Hillary Clinton to run for president says it raised $1.7 million in the first three 
months of the year. Said President Obama, ‘I’ll kick in another million if she’s willing to start early.’” 
–Seth Meyers
“Yesterday Hillary Clinton admitted she is thinking about running for president. Though it would be 
more shocking if she admitted to ever thinking about anything else.” –Seth Meyers
 
In a recent survey, 84 percent of Americans were unable to locate Ukraine on a map. When he heard 
this, Vladimir Putin said, ‘That’s easy, it’s in Russia now.’” –Conan O’Brien
 
“At the NCAA men’s basketball championship, President Clinton sat with President George W. Bush. 
In the second half, Bush tried to catch a foul ball.” –David Letterman
Hillary Clinton yesterday made some very strong remarks about the media. She said that the media 
treat powerful women with a double standard. Or as it got reported in most places, ‘Hillary Clinton 
shows off sassy new haircut.’” –Jimmy Fallon
Billionaire Sheldon Adelson had a little party in Vegas this weekend to audition Republican presidential 
candidates, and they all came to kiss his ass: Jeb Bush, Scott Walker, John Kasich. Chris Christie came, 
and while he was in Vegas he went over to the New York, New York hotel and shut down traffic on the 
miniature Brooklyn Bridge.” –Bill Maher
“Game of Thrones returns this weekend on HBO. I’m sure you know it as a magical fantasy where 
you’re never quite sure who’s going to live or die. Or maybe I’m thinking of Paul Ryan’s budget.” –Bill 
Maher
 
“George W. Bush will open an art exhibit at his presidential library that will feature portraits he 
painted of various world leaders. He was going to include a painting of bin Laden, but he couldn’t find 
it.” –Jimmy Fallon 
 
“House Budget Committee Chairman Paul Ryan just released his budget proposal for 2015. Of course, 
a lot of people are criticizing it. For example, during a speech yesterday President Obama referred to 
the budget as a ‘stinkburger’ and a ‘meanwich.’ Ryan called Obama immature, while Chris Christie 
called to see if he had any more of those stinkburgers or meanwiches.” –Jimmy Fallon 
“Our good pal, Rob Ford, is at it again. Yesterday he was the only member of Toronto’s city council to 
vote ‘no’ on a measure to congratulate Canada’s Winter Olympians. He said, ‘If someone’s gonna be 
rewarded for not falling on their face, it should be me.’” –Jimmy Fallon 
 
“Ford also voted against naming a street after Nelson Mandela. But he claims that he simply hit the 
wrong button. Then people who voted for Rob Ford were like, ‘Been there.’” –Jimmy Fallon
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Become an SBDWC Booster
Your ad will appear in the newsletter as well as in 
the archive at   http://sbdwcnewsletter.com where 
thousands can view it.  A link included in your ad 
will be “clickable” so as to send greater traffic to 
your site.
Help us find Boosters to cover the costs of printing 
our newsletter.  Cost for a one line listing is $20 
for 6 months or $35 for a year.  Cost for a two line 
listing is $30  for 6 months or $45  for a year,  ad-
ditional lines extra.

Contact pfarley_101@hotmail.com

You can find archived PDF copies of 
these our newsletters at

www.sbdwcnewsletter.com/

Our sincere Thoughts and Prayers 
are extended to all the US troops 
stationed in Afghanistan, around 

the world and also to their families 
everywhere.  

We pray for the safe return of the 
troops, a speedy end to the war and 
the wisdom of our leaders to guide 

us in this conflict.

http://www.zazzle.com/hodad66

