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This last month’s Teabaggers will get no condemnation from our organization.  In 
fact we will strongly uphold—indeed, even fight for--the essential right to assemble for the 
purpose of demanding redress of grievances.  Nothing preserves that right more than “tak-
ing it to the streets.”  However Sam Adams and the Sons of Liberty would have to be totally 
dumfounded could they have looked upon the group of conservative Republicans clutching 
and shaking tea bags and claiming kinship to Boston’s revolutionary acts of 1773.  

These made for television demonstrations were organized and led by the likes of Fox News 
and Glen Beck, causing many news pundits to refer to them as “Astroturf” and not “grass-
roots” movements.   A whole line of speakers who assembled for the tea bag rallies were 
individuals who as members of Congress, 
supported the Emergency Economic Sta-
bilization Act of 2008 under Bush which 
gave billions of dollars to banks and spec-
ulators.  Unlike the Boston Tea Party, giv-
ing banks this money was certainly one of 
the most TORY actions that I can recall 
in history—certainly clouding the “us” 
verses “them” notion of the event.  

The lack of intellectual and politically 
coherent rhetoric was obvious from news 
clips that discussed the “Communists in 
our midst’s” and in our government and 
demands to “burn the books!”  The complaint of “Taxed Enough Already” was coming from 
the crowd.  If this was a crowd of individuals who were comprised only of people who made 
over $250,000, that might have made sense, because everyone else is getting a tax cut.  The 
strange table mates at this affair made it appear more like the Mad Hatter’s Tea Party. 

One wonders how this crowd  and Phil Gramm, former chair of the Senate Finance Commit-
tee and advisor to John McCain,  reacted to the story that there have been two cases in the 
last few weeks and 100 more cases under investigation  involving UBS, the bank at which 
the former senator is a vice chairman, for possible bank-assisted tax fraud.  Gramm. who 
authored much of the deregulatory legislation at the heart of the current banking meltdown, 
has for the six years since he left office helped lead a foreign-owned bank specializing in tax 
dodges for the wealthy. These illegal schemes by the Swiss-based UBS force the rest of us 
taxpayers to pay more to make up the government revenue shortfall.  

Republican Tea Baggers be warned.  Watch out for those holding off shore tax havens in 
your midst because Sam Adams would have happily thrown the likes of Glen Beck and Phil 
Gramm off that dock with the tea.



Editor’s Notes

Last December I published my Personal list of things I wanted to see happen in the First 
Hundred Days, much as a child makes a Christmas list. I also stated the intention to revisit 
my list next May and see how my want list compared with the real accomplishments of our 
new administration.  Just like when, as a teenager, I didn’t get the drums and sports car on 
my Christmas list, but instead found most of what I asked for and underwear, a typewriter 
and a check for college tuition, maybe the powers that be know best.  

The things I listed and received included the Economic Stimulus.  This passed as a package 
to save jobs, spend on infrastructure, renewable energy, schools, and health care.  Tax cuts 
are included for individuals making less than $250,000.  The Bank Rescue Plan also passed to buy toxic assets 
so the banks can resume normal lending.   

A Bailout for Main Street was announced with a 275 billion plan to halt home foreclosures and help over 9 mil-
lion homeowners facing foreclosure.  The Auto Rescue Plan developed to keep Chrysler and GM going for the 
short term while forcing GM CEO Rick Wagoner out of his position has proven controversial. 

Concerning Iraq and Afghanistan, a plan has been announced to pull the majority of troops out of Iraq by Au-
gust of 2010, but leave some 50,000 troops there, and to authorize sending 21,000 troops to Afghanistan with a 
focus on going after the Taliban and al-Qaida.   A plan for Pakistan involves financial aid and changing public 
opinion, and not military operations there    

On Health Care Reform, the foundation has been laid to restructure the nation’s health care system by establish-
ing the White House Office of Health Care with a director.  President Obama has $634 billion included in his 
budget as a heath care reserve fund to begin the process while  maintaining  that one of the most central issues 
to help women and fight poverty for all citizens is a change in Health care for all Americans. 

On other Women’s Issues President Obama Signed the Lilly Ledbetter Act and established the White House 
Commission on Women and Girls by Executive Order. 

For Science President Obama has lifted the Bush restrictions on federal funding of embryonic stem cell re-
search and is stressing the need for green inventions to help the earth and our economy.  

Obama’s actions on Global Warming, Energy and the Economy have shown a commitment to the reduction of 
foreign oil dependence, by stressing the growth of green industry.  Reversing the Bush EPA decision, Obama 
has directed the Environmental Protection Agency to allow California and other states to set stricter greenhouse 
gas emissions from cars and trucks.  In pushing for a worldwide commitment to respond to global warming, 
Obama announced a plan to raise average fuel economy from 25.3 mpg to 27.3 mpg starting in 2011

Obama signed an executive order to close Guantanamo for terrorism detainees.  The administration is deciding 
who to transfer to other countries, who to release, and who to hold for trial. He also signed an executive order 
to formally ban torture by saying that all interrogation techniques must adhere to the Army field manual. 

Something that I didn’t ask for in my list, but something received has been Respectful Honest Communica-
tion.  We have seen the building of a web site where the public can interact with their government, keep track 
of government spending, and participate in on line town hall meetings with top government officials, includ-
ing President Obama.  Frequent town hall meetings, news conferences and weekly addresses to the American 
people have occurred by President Obama. An obvious attempt to change the world view of the United States 
through the way we view and deal with other countries and show respect to other countries and their traditions 
and culture, including the Muslim Religion, is already evident in our dealing with foreign nations. 

I give the First Hundred Days an A+ and can only say I look forward to being able to grade the First Four Years.  
It has been a welcome change to be able to respect the President and not just the Office of the Presidency.



President’s Message

Yes, We Can Do It----But first we need your commitment!

Just because this is not a national election year does not mean that we do not have important 
things to do.  These are the years when we are determining the agendas that will become 
the national campaign issues that will make or break the future success and goals of the 
Democratic Party.  

We have a lot of members who have not yet paid your dues. Please pay them ASAP.  We 
have to report the official number of members for our club and pay our state dues very soon.  

That number is used to determine the number of representatives and votes we have at the state convention. 

Would you like to be a Delegate to the State Convention for the SBDWC?  This is a very important position 
and requires your commitment to be at all the meetings and be present for all the discussions and votes on 
resolutions. If you want to be considered as a delegate call President Madeline Farley (phone 321-773-2949) 
and we will add your name to the ballot of names to be voted on at our next meeting, May 2nd.  While only del-
egates have a vote at the meetings and sessions, any member is welcome to purchase tickets to the luncheons 
and dinners which will have the guest speakers.   Having the convention here in Brevard is quite an honor 
for our Region and we want to really shine.  We will need you to volunteer your time to help get everything 
organized for this affair. 

Our own club has already been working hard in committees recently and has accomplished several tasks.  We 
have determined the winner of our scholarship this year to be Allison Shockley, a senior at Melbourne High.  
Our Ways and Means and Scholarship Committees are working together to make a real special event of the 
Scholarship Luncheon this year.  We are going to have the event at the Crown Plaza and this will include a 
luncheon, fashion show with clothing from Bealls, and a “Blue Donkey” Sale.  For this event we need mem-
bers to do the following:

1. Collect at least twenty $1 donations in exchange for drawing tickets for a $150.00 
Visa shopping card.  These tickets were distributed at our last meeting.  If you did 
not get your tickets, you can pick them up at our next meeting or from your club 
President. 

2.  Buy a Ticket and Attend. This will be June 6th at the Crown Plaza and will cost 
$25.00 per person. Much more information will be announced.

3.  Donate one nice item that can be sold in the “Blue Donkey Sale.”

4.  Help sell program ads for this Event.  Jodi James is making the program and has 
information on the size and cost of the ads. 

It is your commitment and work that makes our SBDWC successful and it is a major success.  I am very proud 
to be your President and very proud to report that the volunteer hours accumulated working in the last election 
total is now 2,624 hours.  However, we have miles to go and petitions to sign before we sleep!



Club fund raiser
Check this Out!!!

Why Mommy is a 
Democrat and Why 

Daddy is a Democrat 
by Jeremy Zilber

Using plain and 
non-judgmental 

language, along with 
warm and whimsical 

illustrations.

The price is 
$10.00 each.  

Get your copies 
at any club 

meeting or by 
calling 

Artney Turner 
at 727-0215.

Legislative Report

Members of the Obama campaign did such a fantastic job last year 
registering people to vote that we’ve scared the Florida Republican 
Party!  They’re attempting to pass legislation to make it more dif-
ficult to have voter registration drives.

One bill that was effective on February 26 has yet to be implemented 
at least in Central Florida because the Supervisors of Election either 
don’t understand exactly what they’re to do or don’t want to pay the 
extra money in this time of such huge budget cutbacks.  The worst 
interpretation I’ve heard is that any of us wishing to be involved in 
voter registrations would have to take a 3-hour course to be certified, and then each indi-
vidual would have to file a quarterly report indicating how many people that individual 
had registered, even if there has been none.  I believe this bill has been challenged.

Republican state legislators, who are behind the latest bills, want to make it illegal for 
anyone to get within 100 feet of a line of voters (it’s now 50 feet).  That provision would 
criminalise election protection programs, in which nonpartisan volunteers make them-
selves available outside of polling places on Election Day to ensure that eligible voters 
know their legal rights and are able to cast ballots.  

The legislation would also impose unnecessary rules on voter registration drives, in-
cluding a requirement that registration forms must be turned in within 48 hours.  If 
this legislation passes, many groups may stop registering voters rather than risk jail 
sentences or fines.  

The elderly, a sizeable voting bloc in Florida, would also be hard hit.  They would no 
longer be able to use photo Ids issued by retirement centers or neighborhood associa-
tions at the polls.  That would be a serious hardship for the many elderly people who do 
not have driver’s licenses.

Another provision would require election officials to purge voting rolls more frequently, 
a sore point in Florida, where an improper purge of the rolls before the 2000 election 
removed many eligible voters.

Republican leaders seem to be trying to push the legislation through quickly, with a 
minimum of public attention or comment.  If they succeed, the American Civil Liberties 
Union of Florida is already threatening to challenge parts of it in court.  It is doubtful 
that significant parts, like the prohibition on giving legal advice to voters in line, could 
survive a constitutional challenge.

Florida legislators should not need a court to tell them not to interfere with the right to 
vote.

REGION VI REPORT
The next Region VI meeting will be on Saturday, May 16, 2009, probably at 11:30 AM, 
will be hosted by the North Brevard club and will be at Denny’s in Titusville.  Final 
details will be announced later.  I know this is a distance for us to drive but we will 
be discussing the Convention that our Region will be hosting, so it’s important that as 
many of you as possible plan to attend.  We can always carpool.



Scheduled Events

Next Meeting
Saturday

May 2, 2009 at 11:30
Piccadilly in 

Melbourne Square

Fashion Show
&

Scholarship
Luncheon

June 6
Crown Plaza

2009 DWCF
Convention,

September 24-27
Crown Plaza
2605 N A1A

Highway, Melbourne,
FL 32903

It’s Time to pay your $20.00 Annual Dues. You may pay your dues at a meet-
ing or mail your check to Treasurer Hope Stewart.   Address: 

Hope Stewart 
P.O. Box 100127, 

Palm Bay, Florida, 32910 

Also, why not consider becoming a Booster for our newsletter at the same time and 
adding that in your check.  Being a Booster means you are supporting the newsletter by 
contributing to the printing and mailing costs. (See Back Page)

SAVE THE AQUIFER
 The City of Rockledge  is working  to get a testing injection permit from the Florida De-
partment of Environmental Protection (FDEP) to inject 120 -180 million gallons a year 
of partially treated sewage, 370-470 feet below, directly into the aquifer under the guise 
of “Aquifer Storage and Recovery” (ASR). In preparation for this injection permit, the 
City initiated a ban on all potable water wells within a 1-mile radius of the Rockledge 
Sewage Treatment Facility located at 1700 Jack Oats Blvd. The ban affects more than 
2100 residential homes. The ASR well threatens to contaminate local wells and the Indian 
River Lagoon, our National Estuary.  City of Rockledge is expected to submit their injec-
tion permit application to FDEP summer 2009.   Many citizens have already showed up 
to protest these actions and we urge you to either contact local officials or sign a petition 
to object to this process.  More information and petitions can be found online at saveo-
uraquifer.org.  We will have petitions also at our next meetings.

NEXT MEETING
Our next meeting will be back at the Piccadilly in Melbourne Square May 2, 2009 at 
11:30 and we will have Fred Markham, a well respected member of the Space Coast Alli-
ance who is an advocate of “Clean Elections” as our guest speaker.  You will not want to 
miss this presentation.  We will have information concerning the June Fashion Show and 
Scholarship Luncheon and the future State Convention available at this meeting.  Please 
Attend.

At our April 4th meeting 
at Memaw’s Restaurant we 
were honored by the addi-
tion of two new members—
Kimberly Durjan and Laura 
Fausone.  Welcome to the 
SBDWC. Petitions for the 
Fair Districts campaign 
were distributed and we 
are asking our membership 
to get as many petitions as 
possible signed.  Petitions 
will be available at our next 
meetings.



Super MuleSuper Mule

“And now, there is serious trouble there off the coast of Somalia. Other pirates have 
vowed to avenge the death of their colleagues. Colleagues? What is this, a rotary club? 
What is this, a faculty meeting?” --David Letterman

“Anybody been to the New York Auto Show this week? I’ll tell you, I’m worried about 
the American automobile industry. Are you a little worried about the auto industry? Even 
the cars, the American cars, when you see them at the automobile show there on the turn-
table, they are only getting eight miles to the gallon.” --David Letterman

“A new dog in the White House. I believe there hasn’t been a dog in the White House 
since that pack of semi-domesticated wolves that Cheney kept in his dungeon.” --David Letterman

“General Motors is recalling 1.5 million vehicles, because they say the engines could catch on fire. Well, luck-
ily, no one bought any of them.” --Jimmy Fallon

“This pirates stuff is unbelievable, but the Obama administration is getting high marks for the way they 
handled the rescue situation this weekend, or the military did. But with all the problems we have right now, 
who would have guessed that on top of everything else our new president would have to deal with pirates? 
What’s next? A dragon? Ghosts?” --Jimmy Kimmel

“Anyway, U.S. Attorney General Eric Holder tried to put all this in perspective. He said this is the first act 
of piracy against the United States literally ‘in hundreds of years.’ Well, if you don’t count AIG, of course.” 
--Jay Leno

Conservatives aren’t happy with Obama because he basically fired the CEO of General Motors, and they said 
he’s interfering with private industry’s ability to run our country into the ground.” --Bill Maher

But this is a fascinating story. This C.E.O. at General Motors, largest corporation in the world, most powerful 
corporation in the world and they said, ‘Okay, you know, we’ll do business with you guys, but you, take a 
hike.’ But they gave him $20 million to step down. And I’m thinking well, we should have tried that on Bush.” 

--David Letterman

“And guess which state joined the gay marriage bandwag-
on? You’ll never guess: Iowa. Iowa’s gay population, all 
two of them, rejoiced. Of course, they’ll wake up in the 
morning and think, ‘Oh, s**t, we live in Iowa.’” --Bill Ma-
her

You know, we own AIG, right? We own 80% of it. And be-
cause of all of the outrage over these bonuses, armed guards 
now have to be placed outside the AIG offices. You know 
what that means? Not only are we paying the AIG executive 
bonuses, we are now paying to protect the executives from 
us. Does that make any sense to anybody?” --Jay Leno

“Now they’re talking about selling their office building in 
Manhattan to raise money. Oh, yeah, this is a great time to 
get involved in real estate. They’d lose another billion dol-
lars. You know, I have a better idea. Put all the employees 
inside, put bars on the window, call it a jail and just lock the 
place up.” --Jay Leno



Seminole gets OK to pump from St. Johns
Ludmilla Lelis | Sentinel Staff Writer

   PALATKA - Seminole County is ready to forge ahead with construc-
tion of a $90 million plant that will siphon 5.5 million gallons of water a 
day from the St. Johns River, having won the last permit needed Monday 
night.

The governing board of the St. Johns River Water Management District approved the controversial plant on a 
5-4 vote over strong opposition from Jacksonville-area residents concerned that the withdrawal of water will 
harm the quality and quantity of water downstream. Hundreds of people packed a meeting in Palatka to oppose 
the project, and thousands more sent e-mails in opposition.

The Yankee Lake facility, to be built near Sanford, could be expanded to pump 50 million gallons of river water 
a day, potentially making it a major water source for Central Florida.

Joe Forte, Seminole’s deputy county manager, said several cities in Volusia and Seminole counties could take 
part in a future expansion. For now, the county will focus on getting the plant up and running. As early as 
Wednesday, the county will begin preparing the project for construction bids.

“This is the big move, the big step,” Forte said of Monday’s approval. “And this now gives our partners more 
hope the project will be a reality and we can move forward.”

Water managers have long warned that the underground river known as the Floridan Aquifer cannot be the sole 
source of drinking water as Florida grows and that utilities must tap into other water supplies. Florida’s largest 
river, the slow, north-flowing St. Johns, is considered a key future source for Central Florida.

Seminole County now pumps 21.7 million gallons of water a day from the aquifer for 109,000 customers. The 
county requested a 20-year permit that includes the additional water to be pumped from the river, starting in 
2013.

However, the St. Johns Riverkeeper, a nonprofit grass-roots organization, several environmental groups and 
Jacksonville and St. Johns County led a legal challenge to the water plant.  Reviewing the evidence and testi-
mony from a long, trial-like hearing, an administrative-law judge earlier this year supported Seminole’s bid for 
the plant, finding that the county had given “reasonable assurances” that the quality of the river would not be 
harmed by the withdrawal.

At the point where Seminole County pipes into the river, the St. Johns flows at an average rate of 2 billion gal-
lons a day.

Still, hundreds of people packed Monday’s meeting, urging the board to reject the permit. Many opponents 
drove from Jacksonville and northeast Florida, complaining that if Seminole County can take water away, it 
will harm them downstream by reducing the river’s flow. Several people pointed out that the lower river flow 
allows more seawater to push through the mouth of the river at Jacksonville, harming the ecology of the river.

“The public interest of a large portion of this state is being trampled in order to provide water that is the easiest 
and cheapest for a small part of one county,” said Katherine Van Zant, whose husband, Charles Van Zant, is a 
Republican state legislator representing Palatka.

The water district received thousands of e-mails, the vast majority of them in opposition. Because the project is 
tied up in litigation, district officials blocked the e-mails from voting board members but did announce during 
the meeting that more than 19,000 e-mails had been received.



You can find PDF copies of these news-
letters at www.sbdwcnewsletter.com/

www.hodadpix.com

www.southernladysgallery.com

Silhouette Hairlines
Bonnie

www.LEAP.cc

www.flcan.org

Geraldine Kapushy

Be an SBDWC Booster
Your ad will appear in the newsletter as well as in 
the archive at   http://sbdwcnewsletter.com where 
thousands can view it.  A link included in your ad 
will be “clickable” so as to send greater traffic to 
your site.
Help us find Boosters to cover the costs of printing 
our newsletter.  Cost for a one line listing is $20 
for 6 months or $35 for a year.  Cost for a two line 
listing is $30  for 6 months or $45  for a year,  ad-
ditional lines extra.

Contact pfarley_101@hotmail.com

Jackolyn Lombardo

Beach Side Mini Storage
321-773-0096

Madeline Farley

Cathy Stanton

Jane Feldman

Beach Side Ballroom Club
321-777-0001

Roberts & Associates
35 yrs. experience, Nan Roberts, Principal

Help your non-profit grow!
321-292-1965


