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McSame?
With the recent General  David Petraeus  hearings, Democrats 
in Congress are now adding their voices to what some have 
called the Iraq Recession Campaign that links the war with 
problems with the economy.  In a new book “The Three Tril-
lion Dollar War”, the authors explain it will cost Americans 
the outrageous  three trillion figure if veterans  health car, debt payments and 
military replacement equipment are factored into the cost total.  This war cost, 
which is and will be a major burden  for US tax payers comes at the same time 
that this war has caused gas and  oil  prices to soar giving the oil producers giant 
unheard of profits at the expense of average American oil and gas consumers. 

Five years ago the entire Bush Administration was telling us that this war would 
cost the US very little because the war would not last long and the oil wealth 
of  Iraq would cover the debt.  That was not the case and Americans now face a 
trade off, paying for bombs or unemployment insurance for people laid off as the 
economy continues to  slump.  Halliburton and Blackwater are making billions, 

but there is no help for the thousands of 
American on the verge of losing their 
homes.

By redirecting the Iraq war funds to 
education, health care, renewable en-
ergy, and rebuilding our infrastructure 
our county could create jobs in the USA 
for American citizens.  It has been five 
years since the Iraq invasion and this 
country cannot afford to continue the 
war with four more years with “Mc-
Same,” as he is promising to do.  The 
old Bill Clinton campaign phrase is be-
ing revamped and aptly used.  

“It is the war economy, Stupid!”



Super Mule

You might say McCain’s Straight Talk Express hit an oil slick when the 
Washington Post published the following facts taking on McCain’s state-
ment that he’s the only candidate who doesn’t take money from special 
interests -- a claim they conclude  is definitely false.

The facts, according to the Washington Post:
“Public Citizen, a non-profit group researching campaign finance, has • 

identified 59 lobbyists or former lobbyists who serve as major fund-raisers 
or ‘bundlers’ for McCain.” 

“Many of the lobbyists who are raising money for McCain or working • 
for him on his campaign have had business before the Senate Commerce 
Committee...” 

“... the Arizona senator has collected more than $3,000,000 from law-• 
yers and employees of law firms, and $453,000 from self-identified lob-
byists.” 

“Companies whose employees have contributed most to his campaign include • 
big financial houses like Citigroup and Merrill Lynch and telecommunications compa-
nies like IDT and Univision.” 

“During the 2000 presidential campaign, McCain flew to several fund-raisers in • 
a corporate jet belonging to Paxson Communications, which had business before his 
Senate committee.” 

“A study by the Center for Public Integrity showed that McCain received more • 
than $2.5 million in contributions from telecommunications and media companies be-
tween 1996 and 2002, 
the bulk of the money 
during his unsuccessful 
2000 presidential bid.”

You know there will 
be three things in a 
John McCain sen-
tence: a noun, a verb 
and a reference to his 
being a P.O.W.



Super Mule

These items were compiled by Moveon.org and are being circulated so that citizens can pass on to all their 
neighbors 
“10 things you should know about John McCain (but probably don’t)”: 
1. John McCain voted against establishing a national holiday in honor of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. Now 
he says his position has “evolved,” yet he’s continued to oppose key civil rights laws.

2. According to Bloomberg News, McCain is more hawkish than Bush on Iraq, Russia and China. Conserva-
tive columnist Pat Buchanan says McCain “will make Cheney look like Gandhi.”

3. His reputation is built on his opposition to torture, but McCain voted against a bill to ban waterboarding, 
and then applauded President Bush for vetoing that ban. 

4. McCain opposes a woman’s right to choose. He said, “I do not support Roe versus Wade. It should be 
overturned.” 

5. The Children’s Defense Fund rated McCain as the worst senator in Congress for children. He voted 
against the children’s health care bill last year, then defended Bush’s veto of the bill. 

6. He’s one of the richest people in a Senate filled with millionaires. The Associated Press reports he and 
his wife own at least eight homes! Yet McCain says the solution to the housing crisis is for people facing 
foreclosure to get a “second job” and skip their vacations.

7. Many of McCain’s fellow Republican senators 
say he’s too reckless to be commander in chief. 
One Republican senator said: “The thought of his 
being president sends a cold chill down my spine. 
He’s erratic. He’s hotheaded. He loses his temper 
and he worries me.” 

8. McCain talks a lot about taking on special inter-
ests, but his campaign manager and top advisers 
are actually lobbyists. The government watchdog 
group Public Citizen says McCain has 59 lobby-
ists raising money for his campaign, more than 
any of the other presidential candidates.

9. McCain has sought closer ties to the extreme 
religious right in recent years. The pastor McCain 
calls his “spiritual guide,” Rod Parsley, believes 
America’s founding mission is to destroy Islam, 
which he calls a “false religion.” McCain sought 
the political support of right-wing preacher John 
Hagee, who believes Hurricane Katrina was God’s 
punishment for gay rights and called the Catholic 
Church “the Antichrist” and a “false cult.” 

10. He positions himself as pro-environment, but 
he scored a 0—yes, zero—from the League of 
Conservation Voters last year.



Notes from the Editor 

Club fund raiser
Check this Out!!!

Why Mommy is a 
Democrat and Why 

Daddy is a Democrat 
by Jeremy Zilber

Using plain and 
non-judgmental 

language, along with 
warm and whimsical 

illustrations.

The price is 
$10.00 each.  

Get your copies 
at any club 

meeting or by 
calling 

Artney Turner 
at 727-0215.

“New” New Deal
As a long time teacher of American History and American Government 
I would like to remind all our readers that this is the 75th anniversary of 
Franklin Roosevelt’s New Deal that rescued the US from the effects of 
the Great Depression.

I have a personal connection to this because in this last year I lost a 
dearly loved uncle who was named Franklin Delano after President 
Roosevelt.  As a young child I asked my grandmother, who had lived 
on a “Walton-like” large family small farm, why she named my uncle 
after a President and I will never forget her moving answer.  Her eyes teared as she said,   
“Because he saved us—he saved us all.  People all over this country would have starved 
to death and would have been homeless if not for President Roosevelt.”  This was declared 
in a reverent manner, what one might call her church tone, and I knew I shouldn’t forget it 
and probably should have known it already.   My other grandmother became a seamstress 
working for the WPA making clothing for poverty stricken Americans.   Several uncles 
and distant cousins worked planting trees and making parks in the CCC.  I am too young 
to know all their stories, but as a historian I know the results of their efforts.  

My reasons for stating all this is to add my voice to those demanding another NEW DEAL 
from Washington.  The New Deal progressives believed the economy should exist to serve 
society, not the other way around.  In this way the New Deal was a way of advancing 
freedom, which depended on economic as much as political rights.  Where the New Deal 
once served to rebalance the power between labor and capital, we are now dangerously 
out of balance.  The spirit of “persistent experimentation” for solutions to problems dur-
ing the New Deal years yielded impressive results for the country. American leaders need 
to and can recapture that spirit.   The New Deal brought with it programs that served not 
only the good of the people and the economy, but also the environment. We need that now 
more than ever.

Reverend Jessie Jackson recently published an article calling for a new domestic agency 
named the Fund for Domestic Reconstruction --the FDR, which would be like our own 
American Marshall Plan to rescue homeowners, stabilize the economy and rebuild neigh-
borhoods.   Others are calling for a new project, similar to the CCC camps of old, that 
would employ our youth and put them to work building and installing solar panels on 
residential housing and rebuilding our crumbling infrastructure.  In Jackson’s article he 
declared that what was necessary to accomplish this was an enlightened President with an 
energized electorate—which we may be fortunate enough to have soon.

As we celebrate this Mother’s Day I would like to paraphrase my grandmother and say 
that what I think is needed is someone who will “save us all.”  We need someone who a 
mother might have enough pride in to give that name to a son or daughter.  I personally 
think Hillary or Barack are fine names for our future.

Congratulations to Frances Speegle for being appointed our new State By-Laws 
Chair and she is also the State Rules Chair.



Scheduled Events

April 26, at 11:00 AM 
Region VI

Quarterly Meeting  at 
Marsh Landing, 

44 N Broadway Street
Fellsmere, Florida

call Frances Speegle  
727-8320

May 3 at 11:45
SBDWC Meeting

Piccadilly at
Melbourne. Square 

Mall

June 7 at 11:45
Scholarship
Luncheon at

Squid Lips on
Eau Gallie Blvd.

September 4-8, 2008
Convention

Lido Beach Resort
Sarasota, Florida

Jodi’s Message 

Actions Speak
 
On April 1, 2008 twenty-one people from Brevard County attended a 
rally and lobby day in Tallahassee for the restoration of civil rights to 
people with past felony convictions.  The Florida Rights Restoration 
Coalition is a non-partisan organization dedicated to public education 
regarding rights restoration with the goal of joining the 40 states that 
automatically restore a person’s civil rights upon completion of their 
sentence.  The Brevard Democrats were well-represented, as were the 

ACLU and the NAACP.  
 
Over 250 people rallied on the new Capitol steps calling for swift action by Florida law-
makers.  The rally was led by Senator Wilson (D) and Representative Thurston (D) - both 
strong supporters of automatic rights restoration.  The coalition has had steady successes 
since the election of Governor Christ, but the small victories are seeing slow results. The 
current system is so cumbersome and the backlog of applicants so vast that there is no 
reasonable way to hire enough staff to deal with the overload.  

The rally came hot on the heels of the Florida Legislatures resolution apologizing for 
Florida’s roots in slavery.  Many who attended the rally are calling on Gov. Christ to 
do more than talk.  Florida’s current constitution was drawn up after the War Between 
the States and includes lifelong penalties for those convicted of felony crimes. Many of 
Florida’s initial felony crimes were created to penalize freed blacks.  In the last twenty 
years criminal prosecution has had a disproportional impact on minorities.  Add to that 
unreasonable restrictions on state employment licenses, and a perceived pattern of racism 
is hard to miss.  If it isn’t an overt attempt to establish a second class in Florida then our 
law makers would do well to grant automatic restoration to past offenders and give due 
diligence to cleaning up our prosecutions.
 
I have been working on this issue since 1999.  This is a great case study in turning our law 
makers around.  After the creation of the Coalition in 2003 we began an active lobbying 
campaign.  At one time, the entire Republican delegation from Brevard was voting and 
speaking against restoration.  After years of offices visits and letters, we have moved then 
to vote our way on these bills.  Actions Speak.

The Stephen Blythe for Congress campaign will be having “Town Hall Meetings” 
at the Henegar Center on the last Tuesday of every month at 7:00 PM. 
April’s topic will be “ The Constitution in Peril.”
More information?  www.blythe2008.com or call 321-674-9847

Dr. Blythe qualified for his  candidacy by petition.   The total of valid petitions 
was about 4,900 and he  needed 4,454 to get placed on the ballot, so they had 
petitions to spare!  

One petition short and none of that hard work counts!  Great Job!!!!!!!!



Legislative Report

SOUTH BREVARD DEMOCRATIC WOMEN’S CLUB
Legislative Report

(Excerpts from a report at the DWCF meeting given by Maggie Davidson, DWCF Wom-
an’s Issues Chair.)

Florida legislative update on anti-abortion bills and pro-choice bills

Senate Bill 2400 and House Bill 257 require that an ultrasound be performed prior to an 
abortion, regardless of the woman’s particular situation.  As of April 8, S2400 is still in 
committee and no vote is scheduled at this time.  HB257 passed on April 2.  HB257 also 
requires that young women seeking a judicial bypass for abortion are assigned a guardian ad litem.  These 
requirements place undue burdens on low income and young women.  

House Bill 513 passed on April 2 creates penalties if a fetus is killed in the course of a homicide or vehicular 
homicide but elevates the legal status of a fetus at any stage of development to that of an adult human being.  
Senate version S2480 is still in committee.

The following four bills were introduced by Democrats and are languishing in committee awaiting further 
action.

The Prevention First Act (HB385 and S780) was introduced in the Florida House and Senate.  The Act 
expands access to birth control and prevents unintended pregnancy, guarantees the right to access contracep-
tion, and ensures that women get their prescription and over-the-counter contraception at pharmacies – in 
store and without discrimination or delay.

The Florida Healthy Teens Act (HB 449 and S848) requires that any public school that receives state fund-
ing, directly or indirectly, provides information, offers programs, or contracts with third parties to provide 
information or offer programs regarding family planning, pregnancy, or sexually transmitted infections, 
including HIV and AIDS, shall provide comprehensive, medically accurate, and factual information about 
these subjects.

2008 Presidential Election
No matter who is the Democratic nominee, we can’t lose sight of the Republican nominee.  McCain has 
been described as a maverick and a moderate, and pro-choice.  Nothing is further from the truth.  He has an 
85% rating from conservatives.  He definitely is not a moderate when it comes to a woman’s right to choose.  
Since 1983 McCain has cast 125 anti-choice votes out of 130 votes.  

Because of the ages of our Supreme Court Justices, our next President will probably be appointing up to 
three (3).  McCain would more than likely nominate candidates who will overturn Roe vs. Wade.  There’s 
too much at stake for women to risk voting for McCain.

(Information from the National Abortion Rights Action League.)

Did you know that John McCain
Voted YES for Clarence Thomas and Samuel Alito.
Voted NO for insurance coverage for birth control.
Voted YES for “abstinence-only” programs.
Voted YES for the Federal Abortion Ban.
A McCain presidency would be a disaster that we cannot afford.



Region VI News from Frances Speegle

REGION VI REPORT
The next Region VI meeting will be at Marsh Landing, 44 Broadway, Fellsmere.  Registration is at 11:30, 
lunch at 12:00.

The menu is as follows:

 Chicken or Mahi Caesar Salad  $11.00
 Open Faced Turkey or Roast Beef Sandwich $  9.00
 Chicken Breast Sandwich   $  9.00
 Includes coffee or tea
 Dessert at extra cost
SBDWC members interested in attending should 
call Frances Speegle IMMEDIATELY – 727-8320 
– for reservations.

Directions to Marsh Landing
Take I-95 South.
Take the CR-512 exit, EXIT 156, toward 
FELLSMERE
Merge onto CR-512 W/ 95TH ST toward 
FELLSMERE.
Turn RIGHT onto N BROADWAY ST/ 
CR-507.
End at 44 N Broadway St, Fellsmere, FL 
32948 

The Scholarship Committee unanimously 
picked a winner who will be announced at our 
June 7th meeting which will be held at Squid 
Lips restaurant on Eau Gallie Blvd.



Recording Secretary’s  Message

At the Lagoon House 
If you did not attend the April 5th meeting in Palm Bay, 
you missed one of the most beautiful settings on the In-
dian River, a wonderful display of our coastal habitat 
in the Lagoon House, plus a most interesting speaker.  
Cathy Stanton selected an excellent speaker on water 
quality and world-wide water issues, Dr. James Phillips.  
In keeping with the nature/water theme, Patti Farley-
Crutcher led everyone in a Ute Prayer.  Then Dr. Phillips went on to de-
scribe the dilemma of water resources worldwide, including Brevard’s tap 
water, which is loaded with chemicals and toxins.  In many parts of the 
Third World, rivers are extremely polluted and many people do not have 

running water in their homes and rely on water 
being trucked.  It was surprising to learn that 
agriculture accounts for the biggest chuck of 
water usage at 70% and that the fertilizer run-
off harms the environment.  In our area, the 
run-off ends up in the Lagoon, which results 
in periodic horrible algae blooms.  Holding 
ponds are one solution to this problem, allow-
ing the pollutants to percolate through the lay-
ers of soil, before reaching the aquifer.  All in 
all, this was a most enjoyable meeting!



Looking to the Future
Our next meeting will be back at the Piccadilly at Melbourne Square Saturday May 3rd 
at 11:45 and will be a business meeting.
We are planning on having a 4th of July Hat Contest as a fundraiser, with awards given in the 
following categories: Prettiest, Funniest, Most Political, and Most Floridian. Get out those 
ribbons and buttons and start thinking!  Make a Hat and walk or ride  with the SBDWC float 
in the Fourth of July Parade. Details will be provided next month.
We are planning on a craft sale/yard sale again this fall emphasizing holiday crafts and plants.  
If you have any extra plant pots lying around you could donate to use for starting plants, please 
bring them to our meetings.  Remember to be Crafty!

A Good Time
Had by All



Budget Reform------ Tallahassee Style

It isn’t always easy trying to understand the very complex issues of tax and budget reform. On April 14th, 
the Tax and Budget Reform Commission (TBRC) met for one of its last meetings. Things don’t seem to be 
going well for the TBRC as one proposal after another falls flat with the public. Once again Constitutional 
Proposal 45 Revenue Caps by Commissioner Hogan was on the agenda. This is the TABOR (Tax Payer 
Bill of Rights) proposal which has come under fire by citizens, elected officials and the press. Colorado is 
the only state to have lived under TABOR. Colorado voters sent a loud and clear message that TABOR is a 
failure.  Yet, the proponents of the Florida version are pushing for passage of an amendment that is almost 
identical to the Colorado measure. The commission decided, by one vote, to keep the issue off the ballot, 
though it may resurface in the Legislature.

The TBRC also voted to reconsider its rejection of a voucher bill. It will be heard again later this month, so 
the prospect of vouchers appearing on the ballot in November is still alive.

*     *     *     *
Republican Controlled Legislature in Tallahassee--

The House passed its version of the 2008-0’9 state budget last week along party lines.

The Democrats are calling it “a misguided spending plan that is out of touch with the priorities of everyday 
Floridians.” House Republicans are touting a “responsible budget that funds Florida’s priorities without rais-
ing taxes or raiding emergency reserves.”

Here are the highlights ( really “lowlights”) of the House budget:

Close to $500 million slashed from Florida’s K-12 public schools.• 

More than $200 million cut from community colleges and state universities.• 

Per student education funding at about $6,800, close to the 2006-’07 level.• 

Close to $30 million sheared from juvenile justice programs.• 

Reduces pay for legislators by 2.5 percent.• 

Temporarily suspends economic development subsidies awarded to sports franchises in Florida, a  • 
  savings of $20 million.

Cuts more than $700 million in healthcare programs including:• 

Elimination of Medicaid hospice care.• 

Reduction in medical services for children.• 

Reduction of Medicaid reimbursement rates for clinics and county health departments.         • 

Reduction in Medically Needy program by eliminating inpatient hospital services for transplant recipi-• 
ents and patients with catastrophic and chronic illness.

Reduction in nursing home care.• 

Still the special interest tax giveaways continue. Public education, children and seniors were the “fat” cut 
from this budget. 

*     *     *     *



Please help us find Boosters to cover the costs of printing our new 
newsletter.  Cost for listing is $20  for 6 months or $35  for a year.

Congresswoman Karen L. Thurman Chair, Florida Democratic Party writes,

 “What do the Republicans want? I’ll tell you:  The Republicans want to reduce per student spending in K-12 
education for the first time in almost 40 years.  They want to eliminate Everglades’ clean-up efforts.  Though 
child abuse rises as the economy dives, they’re going after more than 70 child-protection jobs.

The Republicans also want to gut the highway patrol and reduce public safety. They want to lay off almost 
2,000 corrections officers, despite prisons being stretched to the limit already. They want to cut a third of the 
state’s probation officers - the law enforcement specialists whose job it is to keep convicted sexual predators 
away from your children.

Republicans want to reduce hospice care for seniors and decimate county health departments and Area Health 
Education Centers, where Florida’s poorest in rural areas and underserved urban communities often go for 
their medical care. They want thousands of inner-city school kids in Miami to see their doctors less often.

The Republicans want to end hospital care for 20,000 people with catastrophic illnesses and reduce access to 
anti-rejection drugs for Floridians who have received life-saving organ transplants.

The Republicans don’t have to do this. Florida has a rainy day fund, and there are plenty of corporate tax 
loopholes that can be closed.”



Campaign Corner


