March 2015

On March 3rd the first day of legislative session begins and we already know
of some totally shameless and ridiculous bills being pushed by Rick Scott
and his Republican cohorts. Some of those bills include:

President’s
Message

Politicizing our public schools: Republicans have filed legislation in
both the house and senate to force all 8th and 11th grade students to watch
“America: Imagine the World Without Her,” a right-wing propaganda film
by the Heritage Foundation’s Dinesh D’Souza.
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President
Blocking access to health care: Women’s access to health care is again under
attack with the filing of House Bill 247, which would institute an all-out ban on abortion in
Florida with no exceptions for survivors of rape or incest.

Legislative
Update

Sacrificing natural Florida to Big Polluters: Floridians overwhelmingly approved Amendment 1, but now polluters masquerading as conservation groups are trying to hijack implementation of the law and redirect funding away from protecting endangered species and conserving natural treasures.
AWAKE the STATE press conferences will be taking place all over the state on March 3rd to
coincide with the opening of the session Watch for them. Attend them and support them. Progressives will be opposing the backward legislation while other Progressives will be pushing
for legislation to move Florida in a positive direction. With the current state legislature it is
doubtful any will even be heard or get a chance to get out of committee, but it is important we
voice our views and call our Representatives. Sign petitions. It is our government.

Politics 2015

Progressive legislation to support includes:
Anti-Corruption Act: Lowers the individual campaign contribution limit to $250, allows Floridians who contribute to state and local campaigns to request a rebate of up to $25. This
proposal would restrict the influence of big money in campaigns, empower small donors, and
provide the foundation for a more citizen funded election process.

Super Mule

Citizen Initiative Amendment: Proposes a statutory amendment to the Florida Constitution
creating a citizen initiative process. An initiative process gives Floridians an important tool of
direct democracy: the ability to vote to create or modify state law without having to amend the
Florida Constitution. Currently, 24 states have a statutory initiative process.
Clean Energy Act: Requires the state of Florida to receive 40% of its energy from non-nuclear
renewable sources by 2030. Florida faces serious challenges due to the global threat of climate
change, and we should immediately position our state to take advantage of increasingly cheap
sources of renewable energy
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Competitive Workforce Act: Prohibits discrimination based on sexual orientation, gender
identity, or expression. Currently, Floridians can be fired from a job, denied housing, and more
simply for being LGBT, and this proposal would make this kind of discrimination illegal.
Drive Safe Sunshine State: Allows the state to provide driver’s licenses to all Floridians regardless of immigration status. This bill would make our roads safer by permitting approximately
730,000 potential drivers to drive legally and obtain insurance. It would also generate new

sources of revenue of $9 to $13 million annually to our state through fees for licenses and tags. It will boost our local
economies because new drivers will have reliable transportation to work, spend, which will contribute to our economy.
Earned Sick Days: Requires businesses to provide their employees with an earned sick day policy. Too many Floridians can’t take time off to recover from illness or take care of a sick child or loved one.
Expand Health Care: Implements expansion of Florida’s Medicaid program under the Affordable Care Act to close the
coverage gap. Expansion would provide access to quality health care for nearly one million Floridians who lack basic
health security.
Fair Economy Act: Closes the combined reporting loophole which allows multi-state corporations to dodge taxes;
eliminates the corporate tax exemption for LLCs and Subchapter S corporations; and reinstates the intangibles tax.
This proposal would conservatively raise around $1.75 billion annually and make Florida’s tax code more progressive
by making wealthy Floridians pay their fair share.
Invest In Florida Act: Requires online sellers who sell products and services in Florida to pay sales tax, something
brick and mortar businesses are required to do; earmarks one third of revenue for school construction and repair
(PECO Fund), one third for repairing roads and bridges (Transportation Trust Fund), and one third for affordable housing (Sadowski Trust Fund.) A better enforced online sales tax would raise around $2 billion annually, and this proposal
would put Floridians back to work building infrastructure critical to our state’s future.
Living Wage Amendment: Proposes an amendment to the Florida Constitution raising the state’s minimum wage to
$15 an hour, indexed to inflation. Floridians who work hard should be able to pay for basics like food and rent, provide
for their families, and contribute to their local economy.
Rights Restoration Amendment: Proposes an amendment to the Florida Constitution that restores the voting rights
of someone convicted of a felony upon completion of their sentence. Floridians who have paid their debt to society
should have their voting rights immediately restored. More than one million Floridians cannot vote because of a past
conviction.
Testing Fairness Act: Moves Florida to one national norm test given once a year for diagnosing strengths and weaknesses of students. Florida’s current overuse of testing disrupts valuable classroom time better spent on teaching and
learning.
Water Protection Act: Requires the Department of Environmental Protection to establish minimum flow levels for first
and second magnitude springs; requires local governments to adopt seasonal fertilizer ordinances; bans the process
known as “fracking” statewide. Florida faces a major challenge in both water quality and quantity and needs to take
substantial steps to protect our water.
Our next meeting will be Saturday March 7th, 11:30 at MeMaw’s and our guest speaker will be
Dr. Joyce Hamilton Henry who will speak on the topic of Voter Rights Restoration, which our club has supported. We
will have petitions to get the issue on the ballot and will be asking all our members to take petitions home with them
for their neighbors and relatives to sign. Over a million Florida voters are disenfranchised over this issue and a large
portion of them are Democrats.
At our last meeting we did not have a quorum in order to vote on the approval of the budget. Therefore we surveyed
our membership via email and phone and received the necessary numbers to approve the budget as presented in the
February newsletter. Please try to attend the meetings if at all possible so we do have a quorum present and please
order food so the restaurant will continue to offer us their meeting space without any additional charges. In order to
have the meeting room, many times your officers end up having to purchase extra food for take out to meet the minimum purchase requirement.
WE NEED VOLUNTEERS
Can you help with the Mad Hatter’s Ball? We need help with ticket sales, advertising and publicity, and decorating.
WE need people to sit at our table at Lagoon Fest and sell Cookbooks and give out Ball information
We need every member to bring a bottle of wine to the next meeting for use in baskets and prizes.

Last year’s Democratic candidate for attorney general, George Sheldon, has always
been better at actually doing his myriad public service jobs than getting elected to them.
Now Illinois Gov. Bruce Rauner, a Republican, has selected Sheldon to be the new head
of that state’s Department of Children and
Family Services.

Jeb Bush is really coming out strong running for President, but doesn’t seem to be up to date on what is expected
with technology. In the last week his campaign has looked rather foolish in the headlines when his new tech chief
had to resign over tweets and on line comments that were extremely inflammatory—sexist, and racist—as if a
tech person should not know better than putting such rubbish out there. The idea that he actually felt that way was
something that perhaps the Republican party should have dealt with long ago.
When Bush then released hundreds of thousands of emails that were private complete with names, addresses and
Social Security numbers, the idea that he exposed citizens to internet loss of identity, violated privacy, and violated
Florida public records laws made the entire Bush staff look like tech idiots.
Jeb still has to deal with his role in the Terri Schiavo case and his push and support for Common Core which is getting national attention as he maneuvers toward a run for president.
His Right to Rise committee, which is his PAC has collected hundreds of millions of dollars and is paving the way
for a smooth election cycle by donating to key people and parties where early primaries will be up for grabs. The
committee has donated the following:
Right to Rise PAC Contributions:
·         Senator Kelly Ayotte ($5,200)
·         Senator Richard Burr ($5,200)
·         Senator Chuck Grassley ($5,200)
·         Senator Rob Portman ($5,200)
·         Senator Tim Scott ($5,200)
·         Representative Barbara Comstock ($5,200)
·         Representative Trey Gowdy ($5,200)
·         Representative Frank Guinta ($5,200)
·         Representative Joe Heck ($5,200)
·         Representative Mia Love ($5,200)
·         Representative Martha McSally ($5,200)
·         Representative Elise Stefanik ($5,200)
·         Representative David Young ($5,200)
·         Representative Lee Zeldin ($5,200)
·         Republican Party of Florida ($10,000)
·         Republican Party of Iowa ($10,000)
·         Nevada Republican Party ($10,000)
·         New Hampshire Republican State Committee ($10,000)
·         South Carolina Republican Party ($10,000)

Scheduled Events
Next Meeting
Saturday March 7th,
11:30 at Memaw’s
with
guest speaker
ACLU representative
Joyce Hamilton
Henry

Tally Days
March 30th-31st
April 11th
Membership Tea
Irene Canova Park
Building
Indian Harbor
Beach.

MILLY KRAUSE – SBDWC Leg. Liaison – DWCF Leg. Chair Report –
It’s time to prepare yourself for heightened activism. March 3rd marks the first day of
the 2015 Florida Legislative Session. However, committee meetings have been held
over the weeks and work is well under well.
There are several bills needing phone call support from all of you. Remember, these
phone calls only take a minute or two but their impact will make a huge difference.
The following 3 bills on reproductive rights have been filed. Right now, action is needed
on the 3rd bill, SB 724 & HB 633, which needs to be stopped. Awareness is key for the
other 2 bills.
House Bill 247: Titled the “Florida for Life Act” would essentially institute an all-out
ban on abortion in the State of Florida. Filed by Representative Charles Van Zant (R19). There would be no exceptions for survivors of rape, sexual assault or incest, nor any
exception for fetal anomaly, and only very limited exceptions for the life of the woman
and narrowly defined medical emergencies. This legislation is filed every year and has
never had a committee hearing.
House Bill 147: Admitting Privileges is a type of TRAP (Targeted Regulations of Abortion Providers) legislation filed in the Florida House. The bill would severely restrict access to safe and legal abortion by requiring providers to obtain admitting privileges at a
local hospital, which does nothing to increase the health and safety of patients. We have
seen a record number of these types of bills filed and passed across the country since
2011. Many of the admitting privileges laws are currently in the courts with legal challenges. The good news is that, as of yet, this bill does not have a Senate companion but
has 5 male co-sponsors. This bill has been referred to the following committees: Health
Quality Subcommittee and Health & Human Services.
Call ASAP on the following bill - Senate Bill 724/House Bill 633: This legislation filed
by Senator Anitere Flores (R-37) and Representative Jennifer Sullivan (R-31) would
mandate a 24-hour waiting period to consent to an abortion procedure. The bill requires
a physician to physically be present in the same room with a patient to receive consent
and for the consent to be at least 24-hours before the procedure. Mandates like this result
in increased expenses, travel difficulties, and medical risks for women seeking abortions.
They unnecessarily postpone the procedure even when a woman has already made a
deliberate, mature, and fully informed choice. This bill has been referred to the following Senate Committees – Phone numbers are listed next to the chairs to call – When
calling, refer to this bill by # and as the 24-hour mandatory delay bill, which needs to be
stopped.
----------Health Policy-Chair Aaron Bean – Tally # (850) 487-5004 – Jacksonville #
(904) 346-5039
----------Judiciary- Chair Miguel Diaz de la Portilla – Tally #(850) 487-5040 – Miami
#(305) 643-7200
----------Fiscal Policy- Chair Anitere Flores - Tally # (850) 487-5037 - Miami #(305)
270-6550
----------Co-sponsor - Senator Don Gaetz – Tally # (850) 487-5001 – Destin # (850) 8975747
NOTE – It is expected that this legislation will be on the Health Policy committee
agenda March 4th at 1:00pm. It is the same day as the Catholic Conference of Bishops’
Lobby Days, which in the past is a target date to hear anti-women’s legislation.
Another bill for your awareness follows:

SB 96: Patriotic Film Screening GENERAL BILL- Sen. Alan Hays –Tally # (850) 487-5011 – Umatilla # (352) 742-6441
Patriotic Film Screening; Requiring that each district school board ensure that each middle school
and high school within its jurisdiction requires its 8th grade and 11th grade students to annually
attend a screening of a certain film; requiring student attendance; providing an exception, etc.
Effective Date: 7/1/2015
Last Action: 12/12/2014 Senate - Referred to Education Pre-K - 12; Appropriations Subcommittee on Education
ERA – Continue to make calls to the following & ask to move the following bills
out of committee and to the House & Senate Floors for a vote.
ERA Bills have been filed once again by Sen. Arthenia Joyner (SCR 88) & Rep. Lori Berman (HCR 8001)
HOUSE COMMITTEES TO CALL–
Note - there has been No action on Berman HCR 8001 since 12/19/14 - Need to move out of committee HCR 8001 ERA Bill Sponsored by Rep. Lori Berman
Contact the following committee chairs and ask to have this bill moved out of committee so it can be voted on the
house floor
--Local & Federal Affairs Com. – Chair – Rep. Dennis Baxley - (850) 717-5023
--Judiciary Committee – Chair – Rep. Charles McBurney - (850) 717-5016
--Rules, Calendar & Ethics Com – Rep. Ritch Workman - (850) 717-5052
SENATE COMMITTEES TO CALL Note - there has been No action on Joyner SCR 88 since 12/12/14 - Need to move out of committee.
SCR 88 ERA Bill Sponsored by Sen. Arthenia Joyner
Contact the following committee chairs and ask to have this bill moved out of committee so it can be voted on the
senate floor
--Judiciary Committee – Sen. Miguel Diaz - (850) 487-5040
--Commerce – Sen. Nancy Detert - (850) 487-5028
--Rules – Sen. David Simmons - (850) 487-5010
YOUR CALLS WILL MAKE THE DIFFERENCE – MAKE YOUR VOICE HEAR

SAVE THE DATES!!
TALLY DAYS: MONDAY, MARCH 30 and
TUESDAY, MARCH 31, 2015
(Arrive Sunday, March 29th for the Board Meeting and
prepare for Lobby Days EARLY Monday!)
Four Points Sheraton Downtown Tallahassee
316 West Tennessee Street
Call 1-850-422-0071 to reserve a room.
You must say you are from Democratic
Women's Club of Florida when making
reservation

Super Mule
“Mitt Romney announced that he is no longer considering running for president in 2016. As
opposed to those other guys who forgot about running — the Seattle Seahawks.” –Jimmy Fallon
“An amazing Super Bowl. The New England Patriots and the Seattle Seahawks both defeated
the Seattle Seahawks.” –Seth Meyers
“It really was an incredible game. And even though the Patriots won, you really have to hand it to Marshawn
Lynch. Don’t think about it. Just hand it to Marshawn Lynch.” –Seth Meyers
“During an interview last weekend, President Obama was talking about the next race for president and refused to
choose between Hillary Clinton and Joe Biden, saying quote, ‘Love ‘em both.’ Which was nice until he said he’d
support the nominee, regardless of who she is.” –Jimmy Fallon
“President Obama unveiled a $4 trillion budget for 2016 that would increase taxes on the wealthy and spend more
money on education. He also made a snowball and put it in the oven, just to see which would last longer, his budget or the snowball.” –Jimmy Fallon
“Hillary Clinton is weighing in on the measles outbreak. She tweeted: ‘The Earth is round, the sky is blue, and vaccines work.’ She didn’t stop there. She also tweeted, ‘Fire is hot, ice is cold, and the Seahawks should have handed
the ball off to Marshawn Lynch.’” –Jimmy Fallon
Remember that dancing shark from Katy Perry’s Super Bowl halftime show? A guy in Colorado actually got a tattoo of the shark. That story again: Weed is still legal in Colorado.” –Jimmy Fallon
“Tom Brady says he wants to give the truck he was given as the Super Bowl MVP to the guy who won the Super
Bowl for the Patriots. So Brady’s giving his truck to Seahawks coach Pete Carroll.” –Conan O’Brien
“Health officials are saying the number of measles cases
that originated in Disneyland continues to grow. Which
is why this year after the game the Super Bowl MVP
shouted, ‘No way am I going to Disneyland!’” –Conan
O’Brien
“I like Mitt Romney. He looks like the guy who comes
with the picture frame.” –David Letterman
“The city of Boston today held its Super Bowl victory
parade. Meanwhile, the city of Seattle held Seahawks
coach Pete Carroll out a window by his ankles.” –Seth
Meyers
“Jeb Bush admitted that he smoked a notable amount
of pot in school. He said, ‘You would too if your parents
had named you ‘Jeb.’” –Conan O’Brien
“Mitt Romney is not going to run for president. Mitt
said it’s time for fresh faces. So that’s good news for
Bruce Jenner.” –David Letterman

Many of you know Chuck Speegle, husband of Frances Speegle,
both of whom have been members of the SBDWC and the DEC
in Brevard for many years. I am deeply saddened to inform you
that Chuck passed away on January 25th As many of you know, he
has been suffering from his illness for some time now.   At this time
Frances, while very hurt, is finding comfort in his not being in pain
any more. She has requested no flowers be sent to her at her home,
but cards are fine. Chuck Speegle’s life will be celebrated at the
home of Pat & Alan Jotkoff on Sunday, February 22 at 3:00 PM.
Please call Karen Pizette at 321-674-5935 to confirm your attendance. In lieu of flowers, donations in Chuck’s memory can be made
to Palm Bay Firefighters Community Benevolent Inc., 1465 Georgia
St NE, Suite B, Palm Bay, FL 32907.
Anyone wishing to read Chuck’s obituary and leave a remembrance
can log on to www.afcfcare.com.

HAVE YOU PAID YOUR DUES?
Our sincere Thoughts and Prayers
are extended to all the US troops
stationed in Afghanistan, Iraq,
around the world and also to their
families everywhere.
We pray for the safe return of the
troops, a speedy end to the war and
the wisdom of our leaders to guide
us in this conflict.

Become an SBDWC Booster

Your ad will appear in the newsletter as well as in
the archive at http://sbdwcnewsletter.com where
thousands can view it. A link included in your ad
will be “clickable” so as to send greater traffic to
your site.
Help us find Boosters to cover the costs of printing
our newsletter. Cost for a one line listing is $20
for 6 months or $35 for a year. Cost for a two line
listing is $30 for 6 months or $45 for a year, additional lines extra.
Contact pfarley_101@hotmail.com

You can find archived PDF copies of
these our newsletters at
www.sbdwcnewsletter.com/

