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Politics 2011

It is important to remember that the 2012 election comes early in Florida.  
The Primary is currently slated to be in January and the Republican legis-
lature is holding to that date to bring both candidates and money into the 
state.  As the SBDWC, we will be working very hard for our Democratic 
candidates and the time to start is now.  Senator Bill Nelson will be running 
for reelection and every Democrat in this state needs to be out supporting his 
campaign.  That is why we are having Peggy Gagnon, Treasurer & Compli-
ance Director with the Bill Nelson for U.S. Senate Campaign Committee 
as the guest speaker for our Membership Luncheon.  We hope to be the 
spearhead for his campaign here in Brevard County.  We want to show our support for her and 
Senator Nelson.  Please attend this important event.

 Political climates change quickly.  There is currently a recall bill being pushed in Tallahassee 
in response to Rick Scott derailing the high speed train.  Senator Nelson has been very sup-
portive of this very popular idea with Floridians. This may be a key game changer in Nelson’s 
favor, but with so many Republicans, including local State Senator Mike Haridopolos out for 
his seat--Brevard Democrats need to be out in force working for Nelson.



Editor’s Notes

The Republican Party is heavily engaged in a right wing assault on labor unions and middle and 
lower income women, who make up a large segment of the Democratic Party base.

On the state level….Wisconsin Governor Scott Walker is leading a movement to eliminate collec-
tive bargaining in an all out attempt to destroy labor unions. He is leading a brazen assault on state 
employees and workers’ rights using a budget deficit -- created by his own corporate tax cuts -- as 
the excuse.

All across the country, the Right Wing is waging a campaign to demonize public employees and 
blame them for budget shortfalls. It’s an easy enough strategy to understand -- Republicans are 
exploiting concern about budget deficits and vilifying public employees and their bargaining rights so they can check 
off one more item of their political to-do list: destroying unions.

Florida workers are also in danger. AWAKE THE STATE on March 8th is a response to Florida 
Governor Rick Scott’s attack on public employees.  Citizens are asked to grab a sign and stand 
on street corners all over the state in support of teachers, schools, policemen and firemen, all of 
whom are facing major budget cuts while corporate taxes are being lowered.

At the national level…..The Amendment to block funding to Planned Parenthood passed by a 
vote of 240-185, achieving a long-held goal of Religious Right groups that vehemently oppose 
the health care organization. During the debate, House Republicans used fake videos produced 
by the extreme group Live Action and Rep. Michele Bachmann (R-MN) even pledged to go 

after Planned Parenthood’s non-profit status saying the group was using federal money for abortions.  Taxpayer fund-
ing of abortion was already barred under federal law and this new amendment would stop Planned Parenthood from 
receiving funds to provide crucial medical services which comprise the vast majority of the group’s work, like cancer 
screenings, tests for sexually transmitted infections, and family health care. This amendment from Rep. Mike Pence 
would eliminate all federal funding to Planned Parenthood clinics, which provide critical health services to millions 
of women each year.

The Pence amendment further reduced support for women’s health care in a spending resolution that, if passed, 
would also eliminate all Title X family planning funds. Title X clinics provide everything from annual exams, to 
cancer screenings, to contraceptive services, to testing and treatment for sexually transmitted infections. The provi-
sion would take the program, which has been in place for over 40 years, from $317 million dollars a year to nothing 
virtually overnight.

Michael Keegan, President of People For the American Way, said:

“The House GOP promised to focus on job creation and helping Americans out of hard economic times. But instead 
Republican leaders are spending their energies fighting culture war battles that hurt unemployed Americans--espe-
cially women--and do nothing to put people back to work.

“This attack on American women is shameful; that it’s being done in the name of ‘fiscal responsibility’ is ludicrous. 
What is responsible about denying funds to organizations that help millions of women prevent unintended pregnan-
cies? What is responsible about depriving women across the country of what is often their only source of critical 
screening for and treatment of disease?

“This provision hurts women while helping nobody. It’s a shameless attempt to appeal to a small and noisy base, 
while throwing the needs of millions of American women under the bus.”

Let others know that you support the workers and women of this country. Make your voices heard this March 8th.

                 



The ongong debate over when Florida will have its presidential primary has caused divi-
sions between top level Republicans Gov. Rick Scott and Senator Marco Rubio.

Florida is currently slated to have its primary in January, which could mean that state Re-
publicans and Democrats would loose delegates to their national conventions.

Florida House Speaker Dean Cannon this week told CNN that he sees little chance that 
Florida will move the election date to later in the year.  It was under then speaker Rubio 
that the election was moved to January.  He recently commented that an election in Janu-
ary costs the same as an election in April to the state of Florida.  The Iowa caucuses are 
currently listed for Febuary 6th.  The New National Republican chair Reince Priebus has 
already asked the Republican legislature to follow RNC rules, placing him at odds with 
the Republican state legislators who favor the early primary    A primary that is too early 
could lead to a penalty by both political parties – which is what happened in 2008 when 
both parties stripped Florida of some delegates at the nominating convention because of 
the early primary.

That might be particularly embarrassing next year for Republicans, who are holding their 
convention in Tampa.  Mike Haridopolos is willing to take the risk because having an early 
primary is likely to result in candidate visits. Many on the GOP side might campaign with 
Haridopolos, who is seeking the party’s nomination for U.S. Senate.

Rick Scott is looking for a compromise that will allow the primary to be as early as pos-
sible without Florida loosing any delegates to the Republican National Convention.

Waiting until March even risks problems for Florida.   Under rules adopted for the first 
time by both national parties, states that hold primaries in March will have their delegates 
divided up to candidates proportionally, even if they are normally winner-take-all states 
like Florida. The rule is aimed at keeping the race competitive in the early months.   The 
only way for Florida to hold a winner-take-all primary and have its delegates fully counted 
at the convention would be to wait until April 1.

Two  bills (SB 860, HB 695) filed   by Sen. Arthenia Joyner, D-Tampa, and Rep. Marty 
Kiar, D-Davie, call for the primary to be held on the first Tuesday in March.
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NEEDED:   ITEMS TO MAKE BASKETS
 We would like to make a few gift baskets for the membership luncheon.  If we can 
collect enough items to make a few nice baskets we will sell chances on them and use 
one as a door prize. The types of baskets we hope 
to make will include:   

Wine, cheese, and chocolate
Spa Bed and bath
Make-up luxury

Kitchen gadgets and spices
Please drop off your donations at President Mad-
eline Farley’s home.



Super Mule

President Obama said our country is facing another Sputnik moment, which is well over the 
heads of a lot of young people. They think Sputnik is Snooki’s older sister.” –Jay Leno

A Washington Post columnist is proposing February be a Sarah Palin-free month. You know a 
better month? November 2012.” –Jay Leno

“She didn’t look into the camera. She said America was created by a miracle, and secret armies 
of IRS agents are trying to take away your light bulbs. And then Sarah Palin tweeted, ‘Game 

on, bitch.” –Bill Maher

“Sarah Palin weighed in on Sputnik. She got everything wrong. She said the Russians won the space race and that the 
Soviet Union collapsed because of Sputnik, which was in 1957, and they collapsed in 1991. She’s not even dumb for 
a politician. She’s dumb for a reality show contestant.” –Bill Maher

“Palin is an expert on Sputnik, she said, because she can see the moon from her house.” –Bill Maher

“Rep. Michele Bachmann created controversy when she said in a speech that the Founding Fathers 
worked tirelessly until slavery was no more. Apparently she spent her high school history class 
looking off to the right of the blackboard.” –Seth Meyers

Tea Party rebutter Michele Bachmann is under fire for saying the Founding Fathers eliminated 
slavery. Sarah Palin is very upset. Another female Republican trying to steal the dumbass vote.” 
–Jay Leno

Hosni’s son Gamel Mubarak says he does not want to become President, which is just as well. If 
you’ve seen one Mubarak you’ve seen Gamal.” –Conan O’Brien

“President Obama invited John McCain to the White House to give his opinion on Egypt, specifically what 
it’s like to be a mummy.” –Bill Maher

“I mean Rush Limbaugh makes a crack about this every week, because who better to get your health advice from than 
a drug addicted fat man. Rush, I have proof that no one in the government is forcing you to eat right and exercise. 
YOU!” –Bill Maher on Limbaugh’s criticisms of Michelle Obama’s anti-obesity campaign

“Now Egyptians are demanding to see President Mubarak’s birth certificate. There’s a rumor he was born in New 
Jersey.” –Jay Leno

“According to ‘The National Enquirer’ House Speaker John Boehner had his package stimulated. He’s being accused 
of having two affairs, one with a female lobbyist. That should end the criticism of the Republicans as ‘The Party of 
No.’” –Jay Leno

“Michelle Obama says her husband, President Obama, has quit smoking. Fox News reported this as ‘Obama Destroy-
ing the Tobacco Industry.’” –Craig Ferguson

“President Obama had lunch with Republican leaders at the White House today and had to do without salt, pepper and 
butter. Not for dietary reasons. The Republicans refused to pass anything.” –Jay Leno

“A Republican Congressman, Rep. Chris Lee, was caught flirting with a woman trolling for dates on Craigslist and 
sent her a shirtless photo of himself. He lied about his age and his marital status. He said he was 39 and divorced. He’s 
46 and married, though being a Republican congressman, I’m guessing he’s really 60 and gay.” –Bill Maher

“This whole revolution was started by a Facebook page. So Mubarak wasn’t so much as deposed as de-friended.” 
–Bill Maher

“For me the great mystery of this whole revolution was that for three weeks, these people were in this square with 
no bathrooms. How did they go? This will always be known in Egyptian history as the riddle of the sphincter.” –Bill 



Maher

“Representative Chris Lee was forced to resign after sending a shirtless picture of himself to a woman on Craigslist. 
On the bright side, he did surprise his wife for Valentines Day.” –Conan O’Brien

“The Egyptian President is still refusing to leave. They’re calling him ‘The Leno of the Nile.’” –Craig Ferguson

“Borders Books has filed for bankruptcy and will close all 200 of its superstores. When Sarah Palin heard that she 
went, ‘Finally, we’re closing the borders.’” –Jimmy Fallon

As you know, we are having our yearly Membership Event on Saturday, March 5th. We hope you 
are all able to attend. Come and relish the awesome beach view at the Crowne Plaza on A1A and eat a deli-
cious meal with your proud Democratic sisters.

While there will be fun surprises at our Membership Luncheon, we will also be making a presentation to 
SBDWC Members who have been involved for 10 years or more. We hope you are able to be there for these 
accolades and get your award.

Peggy Gagnon, who is the Treasurer & Compliance Director for Senator Bill Nelson’s U.S. Senate Campaign 
Committee for re-election will be our guest speaker. Peggy will be discussing ways to help in his current re-
election campaign.

The Membership Luncheon details follow:

It’s at 11:30 AM on March 5th, 2011 at the Crowne Plaza off A1A in Indialantic, Florida.

Tickets are $25.00. For Tickets call Madeline Farley at 321-773-2949.

The SBDWC held their February5th meeting at the Piccadilly Res-
taurant and our guest Speaker was Robert Johnson, the new Presi-
dent of the South Brevard NAACP.  At the beginning of the meet-
ing President Madeline Farley informed members of the recent 
passing of member Bibbi Van Orsdale, who had been very ill over 
the past months.  Patty Farley gave a tribute to those individuals 
who took part in the Civil Rights Marches from Selma to Mont-
gomery in honor of Black History Month.  Mr. Johnson spoke to 
the large group in attendance on the future political activities of 
the NAACP and their hopes of working with our group to get out 
the vote in the next election. The group had a long question and 
answer session with Mr. Johnson which was very informative.

Please welcome Crecia Carr-Fabien and Teri McKenzie who are our two newest members of the South Brevard 
Democratic Women’s Club.  Both are also very active members of the South Brevard NAACP and will be helpful in 
coordinating activities with our organizations.

SBDWC member  Birgit “Bibbi” VanOrsdale, 73, died Friday, January 21, at Wuesthoff Hospice Care Center. Born 
near the Arctic Circle in the town of Arvidsjauer she had a happy childhood in and around the lush forests of Northern 
Sweden. She came to USA in 1982 and was a proud naturalized citizen. Bibbi was an oncology nurse, working in that 
field many years in the Ocala and Melbourne areas. She is survived by her husband, Ray VanOrsdale, her grandson, 
Mikael Akerberg, Stockholm, and an extended family of her beloved uncle and nieces and grand-nieces, all in Sweden. 
A Memorial Service and Celebration of Life was held Sunday, February 6, 12:30 pm at Friendship Fellowship Unitar-
ian Church in Rockledge



Editorial from Senator Bill Nelson in Florida Today
In 1956, President Dwight Eisenhower took on one of the biggest public-works projects 
in American history when he signed the Federal-Aid Highway Act.

Eisenhower’s plan was ambitious, but visionary. Today, it is impossible to imagine 
America without Eisenhower’s interstate system. Tens of millions of us depend on highways to get to work and go 
about our daily lives.

I firmly believe high-speed rail could be the “interstate” of the 21st century. Further, Florida would see 24,000 new 
jobs and reap countless benefits from building the proposed bullet train between Orlando and Tampa, and then from 
Orlando to Miami.

Unfortunately, Gov. Rick Scott does not seem to share that same vision. I am disappointed in the governor’s decision 
Wednesday to reject $2.4 billion in federal money for such a high-speed rail system — especially because he halted 
the train before it could even leave the station.

High-speed rail in Florida would be a major economic boost. It would help alleviate traffic on some of Florida’s 
busiest highways. It would connect several of the state’s biggest cities, and link many of the smaller communities in 
between.

In a statement released Wednesday explaining his decision, Scott cited cost as the overriding factor for turning down 
the money. He said Florida taxpayers would be forced to pay any cost overruns from the project.

High-speed rail is not cheap. That’s a fact. All big projects worth investing in are not. But what I told the governor 
when he called me Wednesday morning was that Floridians would not be on the hook for cost overruns or operating 
expenses associated with the train.

Private companies that support the high-speed rail line have shown they are open to funding the state’s share of the 
project.

There are other feasible solutions that would help alleviate Scott’s worries. My staff and I are willing to work with the 
governor to come up with ways to help ease his concerns, because we strongly believe in this project.

The federal government has committed to giving the state 90 percent of the project, or about $2.4 billion. All Florida 
was to put up as matching money was 10 percent, or about $280 million.

Within hours of the governor announcing his decision to refuse the $2.4 billion —and the 24,000 jobs the project 
would have brought — the Wall Street Journal reported that New York’s two U.S. senators would seek the rail money 
rejected by Florida.

More specifically, the Wall Street Journal said, Sen. Kirsten Gillibrand, D-N.Y., already wrote U.S. Transportation 
Secretary Ray LaHood to ask him to redirect the money passed up by Scott to New York’s Empire and Northeast Cor-
ridors.

And Sen. Charles Schumer, D-N.Y., reportedly added that high-speed rail is a top priority for upstate New York and 
that the administration should redirect these funds to New York as quickly as possible.

Scott, in canceling plans for a high-speed train line between Orlando and Tampa and eventually Orlando and Miami, 
referred to it as “ObamaRail.”

I urge the governor to set aside the partisan rhetoric and reconsider his decision — before it’s too late.

Bill Nelson, Senator



Lawmakers Leap to Defense of Trust Funds
By: Kenric Ward (Sunshine News)

Gov. Rick Scott’s plan to eliminate 14 trust funds ran into a bipartisan buzz saw at the Senate Subcommittee on Trans-
portation, Tourism and Economic Development Tuesday.  Seeking more budget flexibility, the governor proposes to 
redirect hundreds of millions of trust-fund dollars into the state’s general revenue pot.

“The elimination of 14 funds is the pivot point of the governor’s budget,” said subcommittee chairman Don Gaetz, 
R-Niceville.  “In the past, the Legislature has swept trust funds time and time again. We’ve done the bait and switch. 
The governor is saying ‘let’s be honest.’”

All told, the state has 124 trust funds containing $8.5 billion. Some, but not all, of that money would be redirected to the 
state’s general revenue fund under Scott’s budget reorganization.  But the prospect of shutting down funds altogether 
drew heavy return fire from committee members, some of whom voted to raid trust funds in previous sessions.

Sen. Mike Bennett, R-Bradenton, defended the Sadowski housing trust fund, noting that its revenues derive from 
document-stamp fees. “Homebuilders and Realtors agreed to tax themselves. I will fight to the end of term limits to 
keep them,” Bennett said.

Sen. Mike Fasano, R-New Port Richey, seconded Bennett’s emotion, saying, “Sadowski was set up for a purpose. The 
dollars go back to the communities.”

Sen. Gwen Margolis, D-Miami, likened shuffling funds to “cutting off our nose to spite our face.”

“To take money out of housing is so shortsighted. It’s wasting money. It’s ridiculous,” she said.

Margolis’ concerns were shared by fellow Democrat Eleanor Sobel of Hallandale Beach.

The housing trust fund, which currently has a $123 million balance, would go into the general revenue pool under 
Scott’s plan.

Millions of dollars in other state funds -- ranging from transportation to tourism to professional sports -- would also be 
“zeroed out” and placed in the general fund. Only designated federal dollars would remain in discreet accounts.

Gaetz supported the governor’s initiative, pointing out that “the whole purpose is to have more flexibility, with more 
funding, to meet emergent needs.”  “The fact is, we don’t need to build any more houses. We need to dispose of inven-
tory,” Gaetz said of the Sadowski fund.

Upon questioning from the panel, a representative from the state agency that administers housing dollars said little 
or no funds were being used for new construction. Instead, more outlays are directed to down-payment assistance on 
existing dwellings and rehabbing rental units.

He cited statistics indicating that every $1 million spent from the state’s housing fund nets $7.6 million in economic 
activity.

Eliciting chuckles, Gaetz riposted facetiously that if only more money were spent, the state could balance its budget.

Addressing the issue of redirecting Sadowski’s earmarked fees, Sen. Jim Norman went to the right of Scott and sug-
gested that contributing homebuilding and Realtor groups be relieved of their financial obligation if the trust fund is 
disbanded.  “Maybe we should just repeal the fees instead of throwing them into a big pot,” the Tampa Republican 
said.

Summing up her criticism of the Scott shuffle, Sen. Lisbeth Benaquisto, R-Wellington, said, “All 14 trust funds had an 
intended mission. I don’t see clear articulation that dollars will be extended for the purpose they were collected. Don’t 
just do this to plug a (budget) hole.”
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Your ad will appear in the newsletter as well as in 
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your site.
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Our sincere Thoughts and Prayers 
are extended to all the US troops 

stationed in Iraq,  Afghanistan  and 
also to their families everywhere.  

We pray for the safe return of the 
troops, a speedy end to the war and 
the wisdom of our leaders to guide 

us in this conflict.
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Laura Fausone

Janie Holman
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