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Remembering the last eight years under Bush and comparing

them with the last month does certainly leave me hopeful. When Barack
Obama took the oath of office January 20th, he vowed to meet a host of
challenges including war, sagging confidence and an economy he said was
“badly weakened” by “greed and irresponsibility”. We have seen a break
from politics as usual with new rules for staff concerning ethics and lobbyists. In signing the Lilly Ledbetter Fair Pay Act equal pay for equal
work bill President Obama said “that there are no second class citizens
in our workplaces, and that it’s not just unfair and illegal -- but bad for business-- to pay
someone less because of their gender, age, race, ethnicity, religion or disability. President
Obama issued new orders intended to halt the torture of
suspects and close down the
Guantanamo detention center
as he had pledged during his
campaign.
We have seen him working
continuously for the Stimulus
Package hoping for bipartisan support, and holding real
news conferences and town
hall meetings reminiscent of
an era long past.
Yes, I remember the Bush
years and I know that none
of the opportunities we have
now—the chance to win universal health care, a transformed clean-energy economy, an
economic system that works for everyone—would even be on the table if Democrats like
all of us were not out there working to win that last election. Our task is just beginning. We
must be vigilant of the right wing conservatives and vocal in our support of the progressive
actions of our Democratic leaders.
This month we will be holding our Annual Membership Tea and this is a great opportunity to ask a politically like–minded friend or relative to come along for an afternoon
meeting. By expanding our membership, we are expanding the voice of the Democratic
Party. This is a perfect time to let our voices be heard!

Editor’s Notes
Drums are beating loudly from the Right Wing conservatives and for three weeks the media
has been vacillating on who was going to be the spokesperson for the Republican Party
—Sarah Palin, Rush Limbaugh, or Michael Steele, the new Chairman of the Republican
Party. However, Dick Cheney has already “reared his head.”
“You Betcha” Sarah Palin or “Hoping for Failure” Rush Limbaugh may be voices for the
Republican Party, but not the brains behind it. There may even create their own talking
points at times, which puts them a little ahead of Fox News, but not by much.
The Republican Party chose the first black national chairman in its history just three months
after the nation elected a Democrat as the first African-American president. Republicans chose Micheal Steele
over four other candidates, including former President George W. Bush’s hand-picked GOP chief, who bowed
out declaring, “Obviously the winds of change are blowing.” The choice marked “the dawn of a new party,” declared Steel. Republicans just want us to think it’s a new party.
Puppet Master Dick Cheney stayed in Washington and he has
already been out defending the Bush hard line tactics. The Right
Wing of the Republican Party is organizing for one of the strongest battles they can muster, evidenced by the stimulus package
vote, and it’s already starting in the Department of Justice as a
precursor to the Supreme Court.
Under Bush and Cheney the DOJ was guilty of political firings
of U.S. attorneys; political firings of staff attorneys, especially
in the Civil Rights Division; refusal to properly enforce civil
rights laws, particularly those protecting voting rights; and Department approval and justification of unconstitutional policies
from warrantless domestic spying to the denial of habeas corpus
and torture.
The American public is pushing for investigations into these wrongdoings. In order to thoroughly investigate
what happened in the Bush Administration so that abuses of the past are not repeated, Rep. John Conyers has
introduced H.R. 104 to establish the National Commission on Presidential War Powers and Civil Liberties,
which is a way of finding out the full extent of what went wrong and how it happened.
In the Senate the battle is showing in the DOJ nominees David Ogden, Elena Kagan, Thomas Perrelli and
Dawn Johnsen who may be the next targets of the religious right’s witch hunt. Deputy Attorney Generalnominee David Ogden, for instance, represented groups defending the First Amendment (including the American Library
Association and the American Booksellers Association), and
is now being smeared as a “porn lawyer” for his efforts. Dawn
Johnsen, President Obama’s choice to head the Office of Legal
Counsel, is being aggressively targeted because of her outspoken opposition to the Bush administration’s support of torture,
rendition, and warrantless spying -- to say nothing of her time
on staff at NARAL Pro-Choice America.
Leading the right wing attacks we find Ken Blackwell in an
articled titled “Obama, Ginsburg and Guns” writing about the
Obama nominees saying they were “ committed liberals whose

views on a whole range of issues are on the far left. Each of them could argue anti-gun views in our federal
courts, and if any of them end up on the bench, could enshrine those views in the law books”.
A full page attack by another Right Wing group in Roll Call, the Capitol Hill newspaper, complained that
“Senator Leahy is trying to ram through the Senate confirmation process the nominations of David Ogden
for Deputy Attorney General, Elena Kagan for Solicitor General, and Thomas Perelli for Associate Attorney
General. Leahy’s abuse of the process makes a mockery of the Senate as the “world’s greatest deliberative
body.” The American people have a right to know about the nominees who have been chosen for the most
important legal positions in the executive branch”
Some Right Wing leaders, including Family Research Counsel President Tony Perkins, have been very explicit about linking their current attacks on DOJ nominees to future obstruction of Obama judges. And if the
current attacks are any indication, they’ll throw everything
they’ve got at the President’s nominees to the bench. Declaring that “Obama and the Left are insidiously planning
to destroy your values and freedoms piece by piece under
the radar,” Perkins is fund raising saying Democrats will
ram through bills that will destroy everything they hold
dear and that it is vitally important that people not only
send donations but also fill out the enclosed “Values Voter
National Survey on Faith, Family, Freedom, and Other
Major National Issues in America.”
The first part of the survey asks FRC members to rank
their top policy priorities and their choices include stopping Freedom of Choice Act, stopping the Fairness Doctrine, stopping hate crimes legislation, stopping the
Employment Non-Discrimination Act, and stopping Obama’s judicial nominees.
The second part asks FRC members to rank issues of concern to them and includes things ranging from fighting green energy policies that will “restrict your family’s use of heating and air conditioning” to making sure
President Obama does not “restrict current anti-terror activities inside our border.”
The drums are beating loudly and the attack has started. It is aimed at everything from progressive legislation, to appointments. It is especially aimed at Supreme Court Appointments. While the opposition to the
DOJ nominees is cloaked with family and religious overtones, it smells like and it sounds like Dick Cheney,
and Karl Rove. They are after all—the loudest drumbeaters for the Right Wing.
The Tampa Times reported that when Henrietta Hughes, homeless after losing her home to foreclosure
in 2003, pleaded for help from Barack Obama during his town hall meeting in Fort Myers, she not only
received a sympathetic kiss from the president but a helping hand from state Rep. Nick Thompson, RFort Myers, and his wife Chene. In a random act of kindness, Mrs. Thompson, a former prosecutor, on
the spot offered Hughes, 61, and her son use of a second home they have been unable to sell or rent.
Before long, Rush Limbaugh was on the air casting Hughes as an “embarrassing” poster child for
Americans expecting free hand-outs from the president. Rep. Thompson started receiving calls from
people across the country bashing him as a disgrace to Republican principles of self-responsibility.
Thompson makes no apologies, noting after losing her home to foreclosure in 2003 that Hughes has
been paying credit card debt, car insurance, even tithing to her ministry, while living off Social Security
and food stamps.

Legislative Report
I’m sure all of you have been watching and reading about the stimulus package now finally passed and on its way to President Obama’s
desk. It doesn’t have everything in it I wanted and probably doesn’t
have everything any of you wanted, but it’s a start. How do you like
that Mel Martinez, after voting against it, turned around and along
with our Democratic Representatives and Senator Nelson is asking
for an exception for our Florida schools? For those of you who
don’t receive Florida Today the article was in the 2/14/09 issue.

Club fund raiser
Check this Out!!!
Why Mommy is a
Democrat and Why
Daddy is a Democrat
by Jeremy Zilber
Using plain and
non-judgmental
language, along with
warm and whimsical
illustrations.

The price is
$10.00 each.
Get your copies
at any club
meeting or by
calling
Artney Turner
at 727-0215.

I have a friend in Arkansas that I exchange e-mails with who is a Republican but essentially agrees with me about Bush. She’s not sure he was the worst President we ever
had but agrees that the only reason we are in Iraq was so he could avenge Daddy. She
also sat glued to the TV all day on January 20. She and others like her are the reason
we have a Democrat, and our first black President, in the Whitehouse. He and other
Democrats wouldn’t have won if it hadn’t been for all of us Democrats and Republicans
fed up with Bush and the Republican Congress.
Region VI Report
We had eight members in attendance at the Region VI meeting on January 31. The
theme of the 2009 Convention, September 24-27, is “Democratic Women Breaking
Barriers.” Numerous suggestions were made for speakers and workshops. Our Club
members will be responsible for the database, registration, meal tickets, guest book and
photos. Mary Greene, Region VI Chair, reported that DWCF CCE checks were sent to
our local candidates. Janie Holman, Democratic Women’s Club of Florida President,
thanked South Brevard DWC for our “excellent Inaugural Ball” and presented each
member present with a Democratic Women for a Cleaner Florida t-shirt.
The Crown Plaza has definitely been chosen as the venue for the next DWCF
Convention September 24 Thru 27. Having Lunch at the State Board Meeting are
Geraldine Kapushy, Madeline Farley, Frances Speegle, and Lee Abdullah.

Scheduled Events

Legislative
Delegation
Town Hall Meeting
Mon, February 23
King Center
7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.

“Tea at Two”

The Peace

Coalition of Brevard invites your participation in two events in March.

On Wednesday March 4th from 5-6PM there will be a Peace Vigil at the Peace Corner,
1700 West New Haven Avenue. This is to acknowledge six years of war in Iraq. In which
4237 American soldiers have been killed in Iraq, another 43,993 have been wounded, and
as many as 1 million Iraqi civilians have died. Participants are asked to please wear black.
Tombstones with the names of Florida’s fallen will be provided for holding.
There will be a Memorial for Florida’s Fallen, Thursday, March 19, 2009, 5-6pm also
acknowledging The Sixth Anniversary of the Iraq War at Melbourne City Hall, 900 E.
Strawbridge Ave. Melbourne Fl. This memorial will not be a protest or demonstration.
NO PROTEST SIGNS PLEASE. Join us in the spirit of this solemn occasion. Let us
make March 19th a day of reflection and spiritual transformation that honors those who
have died and renews our commitment to create a more peaceful world. Elected officials,
Veterans, Brevard Gold Star families, and Military Veteran organizations participation is
welcomed.
Facts:
More than $1 trillion tax dollars were spent in the first four years
of the war.
One trillion dollars equals $720 million spent each day, or $500,000
per minute.
This taxpayer money, instead of supporting health care, education ,
and housing for people in our own communities, has been spent on
the war.

Saturday March 7th
2:00 P.M.
173 Coral Way East,
Indialantic, Florida.
call Madeline Farley
773-2949

2009 DWCF
Convention,
September 24-27
Crown Plaza
2605 N A1A
Highway, Melbourne,
FL 32903

WEEKLY ADDRESS OF THE PRESIDENT
TO THE NATION
February 14, 2009
This week, I spent some time with Americans across the country who are hurting because of our economic crisis--People closing the businesses they scrimped and saved
to start--Families losing the homes that were their stake in the American Dream-Folks who have given up trying to get ahead, and given in to the stark reality of just
trying to get by.
They’ve been looking to those they sent to Washington for some hope at a time when
they need it most.
This morning, I’m pleased to say that after a lively debate full of healthy difference of opinion, we have delivered real and tangible progress for the American people.
Congress has passed my economic recovery plan – an ambitious plan at a time we badly need it. It will save
or create more than 3.5 million jobs over the next two years, ignite spending by business and consumers alike,
and lay a new foundation for our lasting economic growth and prosperity.
This is a major milestone on our road to recovery, and I want to thank the Members of Congress who came together in common purpose to make it happen. Because they did, I will sign this legislation into law shortly, and
we’ll begin making the immediate investments necessary to put people back to work doing the work America
needs done—
--The work of modernizing our health care system, saving billions of dollars and countless lives; and upgrading classrooms, libraries, and labs in our children’s schools across America.
--The work of building wind turbines and solar panels and the smart grid necessary to transport the clean
energy they create; and laying broadband internet lines to connect rural homes, schools, and businesses to the
information superhighway.
--The work of repairing our crumbling roads and bridges, and our dangerously deficient dams and levees.
And we’ll help folks who’ve lost their jobs through no fault of their own by providing the unemployment benefits they need and protecting the health care they count on.
Now, some fear we won’t be able to effectively implement a plan of this size and scope, and I understand their
skepticism. Washington hasn’t set a very good example in recent years. And with so much on the line, it’s time
to begin doing things differently.
That’s why our goal must be to spend these precious dollars with unprecedented accountability, responsibility,
and transparency. I’ve tasked my cabinet and staff to set up the kind of management, oversight, and disclosure
that will help ensure that, and I will challenge state and local governments to do the same.
Once the plan is put into action, a new website – Recovery.gov – will allow any American to watch where the
money goes and weigh in with comments and questions – and I encourage every American to do so. Ultimately,
this is your money, and you deserve to know where it’s going and how it’s spent.
This historic step won’t be the end of what we do to turn our economy around, but the beginning. The problems
that led us into this crisis are deep and widespread. Our response must be equal to the task.
For our plan to succeed, we must stabilize, repair, and reform our banking system, and get credit flowing again
to families and businesses.

We must write and enforce new rules of the road, to stop unscrupulous speculators from undermining our
economy ever again.
We must stem the spread of foreclosures and do everything we can to help responsible homeowners stay in
their homes.
And in the weeks ahead, I will submit a proposal for the federal budget that will begin to restore the discipline
these challenging times demand. Our debt has doubled over the past eight years, and we’ve inherited a trilliondollar deficit – which we must add to in the short term in order to jumpstart our sick economy. But our longterm economic growth demands that we tame our burgeoning federal deficit; that we invest in the things we
need, and dispense with the things we don’t. This is a challenging agenda, but one we can and will achieve.
This morning, I’m reminded of words President Kennedy spoke in another time of uncertainty. “Do not pray
for easy lives. Pray to be stronger men. Do not pray for tasks equal to your powers. Pray for powers equal to
your tasks.”
America, we will prove equal to this task. It will take time, and it will take effort, but working together, we
will turn this crisis into opportunity and emerge from our painful present into a brighter future. After a week
spent with the fundamentally decent men and women of this nation, I have never been more certain of that.
Thank you.

Lagoon House Meeting
Emily Ruff, director of the Holistic Living School in Orlando, proved to be a most
informative and very popular speaker for our membership. Ms. Ruff spoke on the
subject of natural remedies and herbal medicine at our February 7th meeting at the
Marine Resources Lagoon House on US 1 in Palm Bay. While serving herbal teas,
she informed the group of her travels and gave all ideas of common household
items that could be used for medicinal purposes. She had a question and answer
session at the end of her talk, which the club members all agreed was extremely
interesting and enjoyable. Ms. Ruff, brought a few natural medicines and books
for members to purchase and said she might return to the Lagoon House and be
willing to teach a class there in the future if we could assemble a group for that purpose.
Members also had the joy of meeting two of our newest members at the meeting, Maggie Gula of Indian
Harbour Beach and Yolanda Bemont of Melbourne Beach,. We, also have two more new members to welcome this month, Carol Egan of Melbourne Beach and Bibbi Van Oresdale of Melbourne. We are very
happy that you joined our
organization and look forward to working with all of
you.
In recognition of February
as Black History Month,
Patty
Farley-Crutcher
asked for a moment of silence and read a list of 60
names of individuals who
worked for justice and
equal rights.

SUMMARY

Potential cuts to school budget, Brevard County

Staff cuts:
$22.89 million
Laying off non-teaching staff. This includes 61 bus drivers, 87 district-level personnel, 24 school resource officers from elementary and middle schools, 15 school administrators, 16 campus monitors, 144 custodians, 130
instructional assistants, 85 media assistants, 28 office clerks.
Twenty-two staff members will be moved to the new Heritage High.
Teacher cuts:
$19.11 million
Laying off a minimum of 378 teachers
# Elementary schools under 750 students would lose two teachers per school. Elementary schools with more
than 750 students would lose three
teachers per school.
# Secondary schools would lose one math, English, science and history teacher.
# All schools would lose one additional activity, classroom or elective teacher for a total of 85 teachers.
# Districtwide, 30 exceptional education teachers and 16 driver education teachers would be lost.
Older buses:
$3.25 million
Defer bus replacements for one year.
Fewer technology upgrades:
$3 million
Elimination of 21st century technology upgrades or the elimination of
40 school technology support personnel or a combination of both. This
would impact six elementary schools: Atlantis, Cape View,
Challenger 7, Carroll, Ocean Breeze and Sabal; and Jefferson Middle.
Fewer new computers:
$2.5 million
Eliminating the planned purchase of 2,500 new computers for students and staff.
Reductions to SSNP:
$2.5 million
Elimination of new career and technical programs included in the Secondary Schools of National Prominence
initiative.
Cut schools’ budgets:
$1 million
Reduction of individual school budgets by an additional 12.9
percent. This affects substitutes, instructional supplies and field
trips.
Trim student activities:
$1 million
Elimination of student curriculum enhancement activities. This
includes BLAST for seventh-graders, Lagoon Quest for fourthgraders, SEINE for eighth-graders,

There is going to be a special
town hall meeting with
the Brevard County Legislative
Delegation
Monday, February 23, 2009 at
the King Center from 7:00 p.m.
to 9:00 p.m. to discuss the recent state budget cuts and some
of you might want to attend.

ALPHA for elementary students, summer fine arts for seventh- through 12th-graders and
Robotics and Lego Robotics.
Consider closing schools:
$850,000 to $1.1 million per school
Possibility of closing schools in 2010-11 school year.
Schools at risk: those with 500 or fewer students. The list includes:
# Clearlake and Hoover middle schools
# Elementary schools: Cambridge, Cape View, Challenger 7, Coquina, Freedom 7, Gardendale, Harbor City, Holland, MILA, Pinewood, Riverview, Roosevelt, Sea Park, South Lake,
Stevenson, Surfside and West Melbourne.
Closing an elementary school would save $850,000, while closing a middle school saves
$1.1 million.
Cut driver’s ed:
$845,000
Elimination of driver’s education programs and 16 driver’s education teachers.
Cut some athletics:
$776,000
Elimination of middle school and freshman athletics and intramurals and junior varsity
athletic programs.
Technology cuts:
$600,000
Reduction of school technology allocation by 50 percent. Schools will receive $4 per
student instead of $8.
Close alternative center:
$415,000
Closing one or more of the three alternative learning centers, which serve students
expelled or students charged with a felony. Cost shown reflects one school closing.
Band/Chorus cuts:
$200,000
Reduction of band and chorus uniform allocations to all secondary schools and instrument allocations to all schools.
Reduce adult education:
$200,000
Reduction of adult education programs such as GED
Florida Today, February 11, 2009

Super Mule
“Last night, Barack Obama held his first press conference as President
of the United States, and it was fascinating because his press conferences are very different than the George Bush press conferences in
many ways. There were verbs. There were syllables. There were complete sentences.” --Jay Leno
“I miss the President Bush news conference. Like when they asked him
a question, he’d go, ‘Uh, can I have a hint?’” --Jay Leno
“And in Minnesota, Republican Norm Coleman, who is in a legal fight
with Al Franken over who won the election for Senate, said, ‘God wants
me to serve.’ But here is my question. How bad a candidate are you if you can’t win an election when you have
the creator of the universe on your side?” --Jay Leno
Good news and bad news from FEMA. The bad news is
FEMA says some of the disaster relief food they have may
contain salmonella-tainted peanut butter. The good news
is that since its FEMA, it will be years before it gets to
anybody.” --Jay Leno
And as you know, pro baseball player Alex Rodriguez, or
A-Rod, has admitted to using steroids. He said he feels
bad because he was stupid for three years, to which former President George W. Bush said, ‘Hey, try it for eight
years.’” --Jay Leno
“Well, today, the heads of the eight largest banks testified
before Congress. Bank C.E.O.’s in a room full of politicians -- they had to flip a coin to see
who’s going to tell the first lie.” --Jay Leno
Man, you could not watch television without seeing Illinois Governor Rod Blagojevich, who
is saying all these crazy things about himself. Blagojevich did all these interviews, and in
one of them, he compared himself to Martin Luther King. Yeah, Blagojevich said, ‘I have a
dream, and for 100 bucks, I’ll tell you about it.’” --Conan O’Brien
It’s Time to pay your $20.00 Annual Dues. You may pay your dues at a meeting or mail your
check to Treasurer Hope Stewart.

Address: Hope Stewart
P.O. Box 100127,
Palm Bay, Florida, 32910

Also, why not consider becoming a Booster for our newsletter at the same time and adding that in your
check. Being a Booster means you are supporting the newsletter by contributing to the printing and mailing costs. (See Back Page)

Floridians

could pay more for bottled water, eyeglasses, Super
Bowl tickets and other items if lawmakers decide to remove some of the
239 sales tax exemptions to help shore up a third consecutive year of budget shortfalls. But for a Republican majority that has spent most of the
past decade creating tax exemptions, reversing course could be an uphill
battle.
House Republican Leader Adam Hasner of Boca Raton said the review of
exemptions was part of the majority’s attempt to “create a smarter state government.” “It’s time for new thinking and finding innovative ways to meet our challenges more efficiently and more effectively,” Hasner said in
a statement after the council meeting. “Our members understand their responsibilities and the importance of
the job ahead.” Members of Senate Finance and Tax Committee are
scheduled to start their review of sales tax exemptions next week.
Of the 105 exemptions the House council reviewed on Wednesday,
lawmakers could not find any reason to repeal 48, which cost the state
about $4.9 billion. Most of those costs are from exempting sales of
groceries ($2.5 billion), prescription and non-prescription drugs ($1.1
billion) and rent (about $88 million).
Lawmakers, however, did appear willing to dig further on an exemption for bottled water, which costs the state about $42 million per year.
Some of the Republican opposition, however, may fade as lawmakers
- already spending less than they have since 2005 - inch closer to piecing together the state’s 2009-10 budget, which is facing a $5 billion
shortfall.
“At some point we have to decide which ones we want to put on the auctioning block,” said Council Chairwoman Ellyn Bogdanoff, R-Fort Lauderdale
by MICHAEL C. BENDER
Palm Beach Post Staff Writer
Wednesday, February 11, 2009

Spring means Tea Time to the SBDWC and we

hope you all can arrange to be there. It is always a fun affair
and this year it looks like its going to be even better, as we
enter into a new era where Democrats are proud to stand up
and be counted. Our Tea is a great time to just kick back and
relax while enjoying each other’s company.
This year’s “Tea at Two” will be held Saturday March 7th at
2:00 P.M. at the home of SBDWC President Madeline Farley located at 173 Coral Way East, Indialantic, Florida. If
you would like to have an invitation sent to someone that you
think might like to join our club, please call Madeline Farley
at 773-2949 with the name and address and we will see that
it is done.

Beach Side Ballroom Club
321-777-0001

Geraldine Kapushy
Cathy Stanton
Madeline Farley
www.flcan.org
www.southernladysgallery.com
Silhouette Hairlines
Bonnie

www.LEAP.cc
Jackolyn Lombardo
Jane Feldman
www.hodadpix.com
Beach Side Mini Storage
321-773-0096

You can find PDF copies of these newsletters at www.sbdwcnewsletter.com/

Be an SBDWC Booster

Your ad will appear in the newsletter as well as in
the archive at http://sbdwcnewsletter.com where
thousands can view it. A link included in your ad
will be “clickable” so as to send greater traffic to
your site.
Help us find Boosters to cover the costs of printing
our newsletter. Cost for a one line listing is $20
for 6 months or $35 for a year. Cost for a two line
listing is $30 for 6 months or $45 for a year, additional lines extra.
Contact pfarley_101@hotmail.com
Have News to Share?
If you have information you would like included in this newsletter, please email The editor,
Patricia Farley-Crutcher at
pfarley_101@hotmail.com

or call 321-773-2949.

