
sol·i·dar·i·ty, noun, : unity (as of a group or class) 
that produces or is based on community of interests, objectives, and 
standards.

As the Democratic Primary season winds down we find a weakness in 
our fabric.  Months ago most Democrats, if asked, reported that they 
would happily vote for either Hillary Clinton or Barack Obama.  More 
recently though we find many responding with “I’ll vote for McCain or 
I’ll stay home and not vote.”  Everyone has the right to vote their true 
conscience but the consequences must be investigated.

There aren’t many that are happy with the past eight years, especially those of us who are 
lifelong Democrats.  Even some of the Republicans have come to see the light.   Consid-
ering the totally dismal performance of the Bush administration on almost every aspect 
of government, who wouldn’t?  We all agree that the Republicans do not deserve another 
four years to damage our great nation even further.  But wait!  “If Hillary doesn’t win.... 
I’m voting for McCain.”   * * * *  “If Barack doesn’t win I’m voting for McCain or not 
voting.”

As a party, do we care about choice?  Do we care about personal privacy?  Do we care 
about repairing the medical system?  Do we care that our nation is on the verge of 
bankruptcy paying for a failed war?  Do we understand that the petroleum industry has 
thwarted our investigation into alternative energy?  Do we care that the disparity be-
tween the earnings of the middle class and rich are widening beyond belief?  Do we want 
change or the same failed policies?

Whether you are a Clinton or an Obama supporter, think long and hard before you dessert 
your principles because your favorite didn’t win the primaries.  Our main objective must 
be to unite, given the stakes of McCain winning, meaning a third term for Bush policies.

Well, if a large number of supporters of either candidate refuse to support the Democratic 
candidate....  we will be handing the presidency back to the Republicans for another four 
years.  Do they deserve another administration after all the lies and failures?  Not from 
my viewpoint.  

So what is the answer?  Look long and hard at the candidate.  Look with a clear view... 
one without the distortion of a gender filter or a race filter.  Both of these candidates are 
history making.  Both of these candidates are intelligent, charismatic and gifted.  Both are 
Democrats!  I call upon all of you to coalesce around the winner of the Democratic Party’s 
nomination without reservation.  I call upon you all to show your solidarity in support of 
our shared interests, objectives and standards.  America needs our support, our vision and 
our love.
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Editor’s Notes

The Importance of Choosing Wisely

The media’s coverage of the race for the Democratic party’s nomination deteriorated 
into coverage of what I call “B” coverage—focus on bitterness, bowling, beer and Bos-
nia, which has understandingly annoyed loyal party members, leading to dissension 
within the party.  Today I would like to focus on a much more important “C” issue -- the 
Constitution and the Supreme Court.  

When we vote in November, (hopefully assuming, as Floridians, we can get our votes 
counted), we will be electing who will decide who gets a lifetime seat on the Supreme Court if there are any 
vacancies. It is very likely that the next President will nominate as many as three Supreme Court Justices, 
according to legal analysts. Political fanatics have held prayer vigils for their early demise in hopes that 
Bush can name their replacements.  Currently only two of the nine justices were placed on the court by a 
Democratic president and the appointments of the last two justices have now placed the ultra conservative 
right wing of the court with Chief Justice Roberts, and Justices Alito, Scalia and Thomas in a position where 
they can and do threaten the liberties that Americans take for granted. There is currently a 5-4 conservative 
majority vote when conservative Justice Kennedy votes with these justices.  

Justice Scalia has stated that most of our rights “go way beyond what the Constitution requires” and has 
suggested that our rights can be “ratcheted right down to the constitutional minimum.”   We can see a shift 
already in the court’s interpretation of legal and constitutional protections with the decisions concerning the 
Lilly Ledbetter fair pay for women and the Indiana case requiring voter ID.  This is the beginning.

To summarize basic facts:  the Supreme Court defines the meaning of the Constitution and many of our cur-
rent concepts of legal and constitutional protections for Americans originate from decisions in court cases 
based on the interpretation of an earlier more liberal court under Earl Warren, and these decisions can be 
overturned.   Critical Rights of all Americans in the field of Civil Liberties, the Environment, Women’s 
Rights and LGBT (Gay ) Rights   will be defined by this future court for most likely  the next  two decades.  

When major political issues end up in the court, what matters is not the quality of the arguments , but the 
ideology of the justices.  There is no real difference in the intelligence level, competence or ethics of two jus-
tices from two opposite ends of the universe like Scalia and Ginsberg.  What 
differs is judicial philosophy and personal ideology, and that means 
everything to the court’s interpretation on rulings.  It is the basis 
on which a president chooses justices to nominate.  McCain has 
already promised the right wing Republicans:

“ I will look for accomplished men and women with a proven 
record of excellence in the law, and a proven commitment to judi- cial 
restraint. I will look for people in the cast of John Roberts, 
Samuel Alito, and my friend the late William Rehnquist -- ju-
rists of the highest caliber who know their own minds, and 
know the law, and know the difference.”

Now just one factor and only one factor determines the future 
of this court—the President picks the justices!  However, as vot-
ers, we pick the President.  Remember to choose wisely.



Sorry, Charlie….
Does anyone remember back in January when Charlie Crist was touring the state and telling everyone how 
Amendment 1 was not going to affect local services, especially education? Well, Wake up time is here and it 
is worse than expected. 

With no income tax, public revenue is generated almost exclusively from sales taxes and property taxes.  With 
the slow-down in tourism and sales; the sharp decline in property values; with many homes in foreclosure; and 
many homeowners property taxes going unpaid we do not even now know the full extent of the problem. The 
total loss in revenue from last year is currently projected at more than $869 million. (These figures are coming 
out of Tallahassee.  The Center for Budget and Policy Priorities in Washington is estimating Florida with a 3.4 
billion dollar deficit).  Since the state constitution forbids deficit spending, this lost funding has to be made up 
with spending cuts. 

 While not knowing exactly what figures to believe, what we do know is that the education system has been cut 
drastically and that Brevard knows it is loosing 36 million out of its next year’s school budget. 

Now if that’s not enough …….. Jeb’s back!!!!!

Jeb Bush with his cronies has raised the voucher issue again in the form 
of two amendments on the ballot in November. If given the OK by vot-
ers, they would essentially undo court rulings that overturned Bush’s first 
voucher program, called “Opportunity Scholarships.”    Amendment 7 
would remove Florida’s century-old prohibition on state money going to 
religious or “sectarian” institutions, while Amendment 9 would mandate 
that 65 percent of spending must go to classrooms and that Florida’s con-
stitutional charge to fund public schools doesn’t prevent tax dollars from 
going to private schools.  

Now notice that Amendment 9 is that same  “Bait and Switch” the Talla-
hassee Republicans use to confuse voters—something that sounds good in 
there—65 percent to classrooms. However, some local school administra-
tors have said their districts already meet the 65 percent threshold, at least 
based on some definitions of classroom instruction. The Florida School 
Boards Association has called the 65 percent measure a “solution to a problem that does not exist in Florida.”  
Federal figures from 2006 show that Florida’s schools spent 59.1 percent of their money on instruction but 
65.9 percent on instruction plus “instruction-related items.” That category includes teachers, curriculum, li-
braries, testing and technology.

 The voucher program, now called the Corporate Income Tax Scholarship program sounds fine on the surface 
in that the amendment is presented as a means for corporations to voluntarily contribute to the education of 
poor students. Yes, the program is voluntary to the extent that corporations may choose to give money to the 
schools rather than paying taxes owed to the state. They get dollar-for-dollar credit and credit for being good 
citizens without it costing them a cent.  Gov. Charlie Crist jumped in on the side of the Bush-voucher support-
ers . In a time of drastic cuts to public education, he endorsed expanding the corporate tax program by $30 mil-
lion, saying, “If private entities have the desire to contribute and give chances for other options for educational 
opportunities for children, it sounds like a good thing.”  Shame on you, Charlie!  You are too sharp to not know 
that every dollar the corporation gives means one less dollar for the state.  Could it be that Charlie is doing all 
this to get points in the Republican Vice-President slot contest?  

Sorry, Charlie, we can smell the fish here, and we’re not going to take that bait again!



Our Next Meeting

Club fund raiser
Check this Out!!!

Why Mommy is a 
Democrat and Why 

Daddy is a Democrat 
by Jeremy Zilber

Using plain and 
non-judgmental 

language, along with 
warm and whimsical 

illustrations.

The price is 
$10.00 each.  

Get your copies 
at any club 

meeting or by 
calling 

Artney Turner 
at 727-0215.

Our Next Meeting is a big one so Please try to Attend!

Our next meeting, June 7th, 11:30 is our Scholarship Luncheon and will be held at the 
new Squid Lips Restaurant at 4052 W. Eau Gallie Blvd, which is just east of the intersec-
tion of Sarno and Eau Gallie.   At this meeting we will have the winner of our scholarship, 
Miss Hannah Feig from Melbourne High, read her essay and we will present her scholar-
ship in the form of a check from SBDWC .  Her parents, of course, have been invited to 
attend with her.

Our guest speaker for this meeting is school board candidate Seeta Begui who states that 
she wants what we all want for our children: safety, health and opportunity. As a mother of 
four children who attended Brevard schools and a Licensed Practical Nurse, Seeta person-
ally understands the issues that challenge our students, families and schools. 

At this meeting we will have our “ Blue Donkey silent auction/drawing” so if you have 
any nice gift type items you can contribute to the cause , please call Madeline Farley at 
773-2949 or 773-5239.  Also at this meeting we are going to take a group club photo of 
everyone, so please try to attend.  In July we will not have a “formal meeting”, because of 
the activities planned for the Fourth.

A Japanese doctor says, ‘Medicine in my country is so advanced that we can take 
a kidney out of one man, put it in another and have him looking for work in 6 
weeks.’

A German doctor says, ‘In my country, medicine is so advanced that we can 
take a lung out of one person, put it in another and have him looking for work 
in 3 weeks.’

A British doctor says,’ Well, in my country medicine is so advanced that we can take 
half of a heart from one patient, put it in another patient with NO heart and have 
them both looking for work in 2 weeks.’

The Texas doctor (not to be outdone because everything of course is bigger in Tex-
as!) says, ‘You guys are way behind. We took a man with no brains out of Texas, 
put him in the White House and now half the country is looking for work.’

sent in by Adela Gonzalez



Scheduled Events

June 7 at 11:30
Scholarship
Luncheon at

Squid Lips on
Eau Gallie Blvd.

June 14th
Bar-B-Que

11:30 until 3:00
American Legion
2909 S Harbour

City Blvd
$8.50 per person

July 4th

Melbourne
Parade

September 4-8, 2008
Convention

Lido Beach Resort
Sarasota, Florida

Hats in the Ring 

Our Fourth of July  “Hats in 
the Ring”  Hat Contest will 
hopefully get us some atten-
tion, raise a little money and 
most important, be a lot of 
fun!

Step 1.  You need a hat! 
Step 2 . Decorate your hat to fit in one of the follow-
ing categories:

Prettiest
Funniest
Political
Floridian
Step 3.  Fill out the “Hats in the Ring” label and 
attach it to an empty plastic water bottle and cut a 
slot in the bottle to receive quarters.  This is your 
vote bottle.
Step 4.  Collect quarters  (and any other currency 
offered)  from admiring fans and family members.
Step 5.  Wear your hat and bring your bottle with 
you to the Fourth of July parade and lunch which 
follows, continuing to collect quarters during the 
day.

Step 6.  Turn in your vote bottle to Patricia Farley or Jodi James, to count and we will an-
nounce winners after lunch that day.

Our goals are to get a lot of individuals with hats walking in the parade or riding the float 
with us to really get attention from the crowd. Hopefully we can also get some nice press 
photos and make a little money to help with our club finances.  Our most important goal 
is to have fun.  Take part if you want, but remember it is only for fun.  Do not feel it is 
necessary to wear a hat and do this to come and enjoy the parade and lunch with everyone.  
However, we ask you not be embarrassed by those who do take part, as we may have some 
very odd creations on our heads.

We have tickets available for our barbecue dinner fund raiser at the American 
Legion Hall at 2909 S Harbour City Blvd. (US1), Saturday June 14th from 
11:30 until 3:00.  Tickets are $8.50 per person.  If you think you can sell any 
tickets to family, friends, or neighbors, please call Madeline Farley  at 773-2949 
or 773-5239.  We also have a sign up sheet for volunteers to bring items for this 
dinner, which is held to help cover a portion of the expenses necessary to send 
our club delegates to the State Convention.  Dinner consists of pork barbeque, 
baked beans, cole slaw, garlic bread, and dessert.  Purchase of a dinner includes 
a chance for a door prize drawing.



Frances Speegle’s Message

At this point, we do not know who our Democratic Presidential nominee will 
be, and therefore who we SHOULD BE SUPPORTING for President.  
I have been hearing some disturbing comments, that if it’s not Hillary some people will 
have problems voting for Barack Obama and may not vote in that race - because he 
doesn’t wear a flag pin on his lapel, because he didn’t salute during the National An-
them (it’s not necessary, only standing at attention, which he did), and because of Rev. 
Jeremiah Wright, or because……..  What has disturbed me the most is that I’m hearing 
it from active Democrats, members of our Club, people who should know better.  I did 
some research after the first Fox News and other broadcast and print media “sound bites” 
surfaced about Rev. Wright.  I listened when Bill Moyers interviewed Rev. Wright and during that interview 
heard more of Rev. Wright’s sermons.  I watched Rev. Wright speak at the National Press Club breakfast.  
Although I may not completely agree with everything Rev. Wright said, I like Rev. Wright.  I challenge all of 
you with your “reservations” to do the same research!  Have all of you forgotten the “Swift Boat” ads used 
against John Kerry?  

A May 4 New York Times editorial by Frank Rich, called “The All-White Elephant in the Room” paints a 
picture of men who have endorsed John McCain, the first, a white televangelist, The Rev. John Hagee.  

Rev. Hagee talks about a “Great Whore” who is drinking “the blood of the Jewish people,” because she 
represents “the Roman Church,” which, in his view, has thirsted for Jewish blood throughout history.  Mr. 
Hagee has said that God created Hurricane Katrina to punish New Orleans for it sins, particularly a scheduled 
“homosexual parade there on the Monday that Katrina came.”  Those who try to give Mr. McCain a pass for 
his embrace of a problematic preacher, because Mr. McCain did not attend Rev. Hagee’s church for 20 years, 
have a thin case, 

That defense incorrectly implies that Mr. McCain was a passive recipient of this bigot’s endorsement.  Wrong!  
Mr. McCain sought out Rev. Hagee, who is perhaps best known for trying to drum up a pre-emptive “holy 
war” with Iran.   But Rev. Hagee’s videos have never had the same circulation on television as Rev. Wright’s.  
A sonorous white preacher spouting venom just doesn’t have the telegenic zing of a theatrical black man.

Notice that no one has rebroadcast the highly relevant prototype for Rev. Wright’s fiery claim that 9/11 was 
America’s chickens “coming home to roost.”  That would be the 9/13/2001 televised exchange between 
Pat Robertson and Jerry Falwell, who blamed the attacks on America’s abortionists, feminists, gays and the 
A.C.L.U. lawyers.  (Rev. Wright blamed the attacks on America’s foreign policy.)  Had that video re-emerged 
on the frenzied cable-news rotation, Mr. McCain might have been asked to explain why he no longer calls 
these preachers “agents of intolerance” and chose to cozy up to Mr. Falwell by speaking at his Liberty Uni-
versity in 2006.

Still, four decades after the civil rights acts of the 1960s, the holier-than-thou politicians and pundits on the 
right passing shrill moral judgment over every Democratic racial skirmish are almost never asked to confront 
or even acknowledge the racial dysfunction in their own house.

Not working for and voting for our Democratic Presidential Candidate gives another vote to John McCain.  
Think about that and decide if you want eight more years of failed Bush/McCain policies.

The Fair Pay Act
Our country has had an enforceable equal pay law from 1964 to May 2007, until the Supreme Court ruled 
against Lilly Ledbetter.  Lilly Ledbetter worked for Goodyear Tire for 19 years, and got paid less than any 



Region VI Report

man.  She didn’t learn until near the end of her employment that she was earning less for the same work.  She 
sued and she won.  But then the Supreme Court in a 5 to 4 decision overturned her reward saying she failed 
to bring her suit within 180 days of the first discriminatory act.  With this single stroke, they gutted a critical 
antidiscrimination law.  

A new bill, the Fair Pay Act – simply restores the ability to enforce a law that’s been on the books for forty 
years.  As I reported at the May meeting, the Senate Republican leadership orchestrated a filibuster, prevent-
ing this critical bill from reaching the Senate floor.  Harry Reid was forced to vote against the bill so it could 
be brought back another day, hopefully, after the November election when we have a larger majority.

Senator John McCain opposed the Fair Pay Act – a bill that would help guarantee women equal pay for equal 
work.  Adding insult to injury, McCain said that the solution to employment discrimination 
was for women to get more “education and training.”  Maybe that made some sense in 
his day, but today with women outnumbering men on college campuses, it makes none.  
Study after study has shown that women are paid less then men for the same work, even when 
they have the same education and training.

Pay equity is a serious issue that faces women and mothers all across America.  Consider these 
key facts.

Women make less for the same work.  On average, women who work full time all year only 
make $0.77 for every dollar their male counterparts make.

The pay gap is even worse for mothers.  Mothers only make $0.73 to a man’s dollar and 
single mothers only make about $0.60 to a man’s dollar.

Wage discrimination cuts across educational levels.  For example, for workers 25 years 
old or older who had some high school education, women’s annual earnings were around 
$15,162, compared to $24,092 for men.  But even earning a bachelor’s degree didn’t help.  
Women with a bachelor’s degree made around $38,221 a year, while men at the same 
level made $55,425.

In some places, the pay gap has actually increased.   A study done by the U.S. Govern-
ment Accounting Office found that women managers across 10 industries not only made 
less than their male counterparts, but in seven of those industries the pay gap had actu-
ally increased between 1995 and 2001.

(Excerpts from a MoveOn.org message of 5/9/2008, and the DWCF May Newsletter)

REGION VI REPORT
As I reported in the last newsletter and at our May meeting, it is now official.  Region 
VI will be hosting the 2009 DWCF Convention.  

Mary Greene, Madeline and I have looked at hotels in the Cape Canaveral and Co-
coa Beach area.  Mary and I will be checking out some others within the Region.  
We could use some help from members.  If you know of any hotels that have 100 
rooms available (some of them suites), a large enough conference room and dining 
facilities for 300 people, along with additional small meeting rooms, give me a call at 
727-8320 ASAP.  We must have the results ready to take to the June state meeting for a 
final decision. 



Recording Secretary’s  Message

Highlights of the May 3, 2008 Business Meeting

President Madeline Farley called the business meeting to order at 11:40 a.m. at the Picca-
dilly with 15 members and 1 visitor in attendance.  A lot of subjects were covered includ-
ing the budget, the State convention, and Region VI hosting the future 2009 convention.

Our budget is inching upwards thanks in large part to Artney Turner and “Why Mommy/
Daddy is a Democrat”  book sales, booster sales, sales of donkey merchandise,  and ga-
rage sale.  More needs to be done for monies for convention delegates and several fund 
raisers are planned:  silent auction, barbecue dinner, and a 4th of July hat contest.

  The Scholarship Committee has selected a winner of the $750.00 scholarship and she will be introduced 
at the June 7th luncheon at Squid Lips.  Frances Speegel spoke about the Region VI meeting luncheon in 
Fellsmere on April 26th, state and national bills that were pending, and environmental issues.

President Farley discussed the State Convention in September in Sarasota and the selection of delegates.  
SBDWC will send 8 representatives.  Past President Jodi James proposed the formation of a Resolutions 
Committee so that we might develop important issues into resolutions for the State Convention of 2009 
which will be in Brevard.  This motion passed and Jodi will be the Chair of the Committee.  The meeting was 
adjourned at 1:00 p.m.

When the Palm Bay Demo-
crats held a wine and cheese 
“Meet and Greet” for the lo-
cal candidates several of our 
SBDWC members turned 
out to get to know the can-
didates and support the can-
didates who are our own 
members and boosters, such 
as Mose Alexander, Laura 
Dils, and Steve Blythe. 



Super Mule

Comments we should remember…….
Thank you, your Holiness. Awesome speech.” --George W. Bush, to Pope Benedict, 
Washington, D.C., April 15, 2008 

Informed during a Good Morning America interview broadcast that two-thirds of 
Americans now think the war was not worth fighting, Dick Cheney said: “So”

“You know that since George Bush has become president, gas has basically tripled 
in price. Now, Bush is an oil man. I’m not a conspiracy theorist, I’m just saying that 
if we had elected Colonel Sanders president, and the price of chicken had tripled, I’d 
be a little suspicious.” --Bill Maher

“And President Bush announced his plan this week to limit greenhouse gases. He 
said he will ban all greenhouses. See, I don’t think he understands exactly 
what’s going on.” --Jay Leno

“And not to be outdone on this subject, George Bush made a speech this 
week on global warming. The good news? He finally admits it’s real. The 
bad news? He wants to invade the sun.” --Bill Maher

President Bush made an appearance on the TV show ‘Deal or No Deal.’ I 
guess he got turned down for ‘Are You Smarter than a Fifth Grader?’” --Jay 
Leno

According to some of the political blogs, Democratic operatives have been 
looking for dirt on John McCain since February. You know what you call 
someone who digs up dirt on John McCain? An archaeologist.” --Jay Leno

“I heard something interesting today. After he leaves office, George W. 
Bush is going to start a think tank. That’s right, it’s like Michael Vick open-
ing an animal shelter. Yeah, the George Bush think tank: it only has a shal-
low end.” --David Letterman

 “Things not looking good for President Bush. His approval rating has 
dropped so low the only thing he’s above 
now is the law.” --Jay Leno

“John McCain is now crisscrossing the Unit-
ed States campaigning. Or, as they’re calling 
it, Antiques Roadshow.” --Jay Leno

“Did you hear about this? Two State Depart-
ment employees were fired -- this is a bit 
of a scandal -- because they were looking 
at Barack Obama’s passport file. Not only 
that, but the same person was also looking at 
John McCain’s Civil War records.” --David 
Letterman

“No matter how cynical you get, it’s almost 
impossible to keep up.” -- Lily Tomlin



Volunteers needed for Steven Blythe

Steven Blythe’s campaign office should be up and running by June 1st. The location is 400 E. Straw-
bridge Ave. (at the corner of Oak and Strawbridge).

He would like to have volunteers available to staff the office enough to keep it open weekdays and 
Saturdays. He needs people for answering the phone, maybe making some calls, making copies, do-
ing some mailing tasks, etc. Ideally he would like to get people to commit to four hours weekly, or 
certainly a day if you desire.

E-mail Steven at sblythe@blythe2008.com or call his office at 674-9220



Please help us find Boosters to cover the costs of print-
ing our new newsletter.  Cost for listing is $20  for 6 
months or $35  for a year,  additional lines extra.

A big round of applause goes to our State President Janie Holman who was recently 
honored by the Brevard County Commissioners with a Civic Involvement Award for 
her 16 years of service on the Commission for the Status of Women.

A giant welcome goes out to our two newest members Esther Rose of Melbourne and 
Frankie Richardson of Indian Harbour Beach.



Campaign Corner


