
 

June 2017                      SOUTH BREVARD DEMOCRATIC WOMEN’S CLUB 

SBDWC NEXT MEETING  

Our next meeting will be a general 

business meeting On Saturday June 3rd, 

11:30 at the Neptune Restaurant in 

Satellite Beach.  

This is a very important business meeting at which we 

will be discussing our annual obligations to have our 

club current with our paperwork for our state 

organization.  We will also be doing any work necessary 

on our by-laws, awards nominations, and convention 

work. 

Please plan on attending this meeting.  Come, order 

lunch and take part in the business of keeping our 

SBDWC a vital active club. 

 

Have you paid your 2017 Annual Dues yet?  Send $25.00 to 
Madeline Farley 173 Coral Way East, Indialantic, FL 32903.  Visit 

our DWCF Website – www. dwcf.org and   our local site www.sbdwc.newsletter.com 
Follow us on Facebook. 
____________________________________________________________________________ 

Nevada became the 36th state to ratify ERA on March  22, 2017, 45 years to the day after 
Congress passed it.  

http://www.sbdwc.newsletter.com/


 

Wow… The events last month kept us busy with the Membership Tea, Region Meeting, Planned Parenthood 

Gala and PerSisters Rally….  

 

The Membership Tea with guest Susan Smith was a 

wonderful event.   Susan keep us captivated with her 

stories about the legislature while we enjoyed all the 

goodies prepared by our members.  

Our Regional Meeting took place at the end of 

April at the Hilton Rialto near the airport.  It was a 

fantastic luncheon.  We had a good crowd and the 

turnout was good.  All clubs were represented at 

the event except Seminole.  The PerSisters 

Rally in Orlando was very well done and a 

lot of work was accomplished by Monica 

Readus and Elizabeth McCarthy. This was 

the first time we had tried to do this event 

and hopefully it will be become an annual 

event and build each year.  There are a lot of 

photos on Facebook.  At Left you see our 

table where we sold T-shirts and hats.  

Above is our banner from the banner 

parade around Lake Eola. 

We still have around 50-60 T-shirts left if 

someone is interested in purchasing one. 

  



SBDWC and our Osceola DWC were well represented at the 

Planned Parenthood Gala in Orlando.  Here are some of our 

members having a great time. 

 

First VP Patty Has been traveling the state making speeches 

to other clubs.  Here she is with Mary Freeman Chair of 

Region V When Patty was a speaker at their Upper Pinellas 

Membership Tea . 

 

Other Important events: 

On Saturday June 17th, Palm Bay DWC is having their annual Convention Fundraiser Picnic at Fred Lee 

Park in Palm Bay.  Great Food and Music. 

The Leadership Blue Gala on Saturday June 17, 2017 at the Diplomat Hotel in Hollywood, Florida.  

Tuesday June 13th, NOW will be having their social meeting at the Hilton in North Indialantic on the 

beach. 

The Forward Feminism Conference will take place June 30, 2017 – July 2, 2017. The conference will take 

place in sunny Orlando, Florida at the Florida Hotel and Conference Center–not far from Walt Disney 

World, Universal Orlando, the Kennedy Space Center, and more.  Grassroots activists will gather for 

inspiring plenary speakers, thought-provoking workshops, and opportunities to engage with feminist 

organizers from around the country. Members will also shape the future of the organization by casting 

their votes for the next president and vice president of NOW.    Florida Now will have their meeting 

Sunday. 

 

 



 

Following is from an article for 

the National Education 

Association by Felix Perez: 

Sec of Education Secretary 

Betsy DeVos, addressing a 

school voucher advocacy 

organization she founded, 

funded and chaired, rolled out 

the Trump administration’s 

voucher plan, which would take 

$1.4 billion in scarce resources 

from neighborhood public 

schools to give to private 

school vouchers. Speaking in 

Indianapolis last night before 

the American Federation for 

Children, an organization 

DeVos chaired before President 

Trump picked her as education secretary, DeVos did not mention that the money to fund the “most ambitious” 

voucher and charter school plan “in our nation’s history” is to come from the elimination of 22 education 

programs and initiatives, such as after-school and summer programs, class size reduction, and teacher 

recruitment and training. 

DeVos’ remarks were short on specifics and long on platitudes and slights. She declared educators and 

proponents of public schools are “resistant to any meaningful change.” She described advocates of public 

education as “flat-earthers.” Using a straw man argument, DeVos said elected officials who oppose the Trump-

DeVos plan “do not support equal opportunity for all kids.” 

Lily Eskelsen García, former Utah Teacher 

of the Year, said the Trump-DeVos voucher 

plan is part and parcel of a “reckless and 

irresponsible” budget that slashes $10.6 

billion from education. Eskelsen García, 

president of the National Education 

Association, said: 

“Vouchers do not work and they take scarce 

funding away from public schools — where 

90 percent of America’s students enroll — 

and give it to private schools that are 

unaccountable to the public. Spending money on voucher programs means denying students the opportunities 

they deserve in their neighborhood public schools.” 

DeVos failed to mention that her national voucher plan would compel taxpayers to fund two different education 

systems – one public and one private. Nor did DeVos address how vouchers could devastate rural communities, 

where there are no or few private school options, and schools often serve as the social center of the community 

and the sole provider of critical services such as summer lunch and programs, food pantries and sports. 

__________________________________________________________________________________________                               

http://www.sourcewatch.org/index.php/The_American_Federation_for_Children
http://www.sourcewatch.org/index.php/The_American_Federation_for_Children
https://www.ed.gov/news/speeches/prepared-remarks-us-secretary-education-betsy-devos-american-federation-childrens-national-policy-summit
http://www.nea.org/home/70780.htm


“What did the President know and when did he know it?” 

Do you remember that line?  We are getting close. 

Jared Kushner, the president's 

son-in-law and one of his senior 

advisers, has come under FBI 

scrutiny in the Russia 

investigation, multiple U.S. 

officials told NBC News. 

Investigators believe Kushner has 

significant information relevant 

to their inquiry, officials said. 

That does not mean they suspect 

him of a crime or intend to 

charge him. The FBI's scrutiny of 

Kushner places the bureau's 

sprawling counterintelligence and 

criminal investigation not only on 

the doorstep of the White House, 

but in the Trump family circle. 

The Washington Post first 

reported last week that a senior 

White House official close to 

Trump was a "person of interest," 

but did not name the person. The 

term "person of interest" has no 

legal meaning. The officials said 

Kushner is in a different category 

from former Trump aides Paul 

Manafort and Michael Flynn, 

who are formally considered 

subjects of the investigation. 

Records of both Manafort and 

Flynn have been demanded by 

grand jury subpoenas, NBC 

News has reported. It is not 

known whether Kushner has 

received any records requests 

from federal investigators. Also 

unclear is what precisely about 

Kushner's activities has drawn the 

FBI's interest as it investigates 

whether Trump associates 

coordinated with the Russian campaign to interfere in the election. Former FBI Director Robert Mueller is now 

leading the probe as a special counsel. Kushner met at least once in December with the Russian ambassador, 

Sergey Kislyak, and he also met last year with a Russian banker, Sergey Gorkov.   Above reported by NBC 

news_______________________________________________ 



Milly Krause --- SBDWC Legislative Liaison - DWCF 

Legislative Chair for Florida Issues 2017 Leg Session March 

7th to May 5th 2017  

I’ve left some of the notes that were shared on the bill list for future 

reference  

Trump-Era Concerns & Threats - Obamacare, Medicare, Social 

Security, Roe v Wade, Defund Planned Parenthood, Cabinet, 

Russian Hacking, Right to Work for U.S. Tax Dollars for Private 

Schools, Oil Drilling, Firing of FBI Director Comey,etc. (Daily 

Chaos – Twitter????)  

For Future Legislation, Track Bills –Go to Websites below and 

subscribe to tracking – You will receive updates on desired bills. 

SENATE Bills - https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bills/2017 

HOUSE Bills Filed – 

http://www.myfloridahouse.gov/Sections/Bills/bills.aspx  

---Governor Rick Scott – 850-488-7146 and/or 850-717-9249 ---Senator Rubio – DC – 202-224-3041 – Orlando 

– 407-254-2573 ---Senator Nelson –DC – 202-224-5274 – Orlando – 407-872-7161  

To Call Your Local Delegation Legislators and Bill Sponsors – Senators - https://www.flsenate.gov/Senators 

Representatives http://www.myfloridahouse.gov/Sections/Representatives/representatives.aspx  

Check Governor’s Website Periodically to See Which Bills He has signed – http://www.flgov.com/  

Governor Scott has 15 days to sign or veto a bill from the date it is placed on his desk. If he doesn’t sign the bill 

within 15 days, it becomes law. Governor Scott’s Website - http://www.flgov.com/ Check to see which bills the 

Governor has taken action on - http://www.flgov.com/wp-

content/uploads/pdfs/2017%20Bill%20Action%20Template%205-12-2017.pdf  

The #1 Job of our legislators during session is to pass a budget. As a rule, most bills submitted are policy bills. 

During this session, a number of bills didn’t pass the house or senate. These bills were then placed into a budget 

bill, such as the 20 Minute recess bill,  

into a budget bill or conforming bill, such as HB 7069, which we are working to VETO. While this bill contains 

a number of good bills, it also contains some very bad bills, such as Charter School extras. If these bills are 

vetoed, a special session should be called since it would mean the budget didn’t pass via Governor Scott. Note – 

there is talk of a special session on Marijuana Legislation since legislation to support Amendment 2 wasn’t 

passed. Also, note the majority of bills died. Of those passed, some are good and some are bad. DWCF’s 

Targeted Issues with the Bills included under each issue follow:  

Following these bills are issues important to our members that weren’t voted into the original targeted issues. 

I’ve included the link to the bills. This is one way to check legislators’’ voting record and bill sponsors, which 

can be helpful in picking our Annual DWCF Legislative Advocacy Award Winner.  

#1 Issue - ENVIRONMENT – (Fracking-Sea Level Rising-Solar-Water Purity-Off-Shore Drilling-Pollution-

Climate-DEP Standards) ---SB 442 (Young)(17 plus Sponsors) 

https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2017/00442 5/5/2017 Senate - Died in Appropriations Subcommittee on 

the Environment and Natural Resources Passed out of 1st Committee March 8th – No movement afterwards 



(HB 451 (Miller) Ban Fracking Bill – Bipartisan Bill 

https://www.myfloridahouse.gov/Sections/Bills/billsdetail.aspx?BillId=57088&SessionId=83 Died in Natural 

Resources & Public Lands Subcommittee on Friday, May 05, 2017 11:59 PM – Pulled by House Speaker 

Corcoran siting a need for more study. (Related Bills – HB 35, SB 98 & SB 108, ---SB 98-Well Stimulation 

(Farmer) - Citing this act as the "Stop Fracking Act"; prohibiting persons from engaging in extreme well 

stimulation, etc. – Last Action 3/7/17 – All died. --HB 35 House Companions- Well Stimulation (Jenne) 

Prohibits well stimulation treatments for exploration or production of oil or natural gas. 

https://www.myfloridahouse.gov/Sections/Bills/billsdetail.aspx?BillId=56647&SessionId=83 Died in Natural 

Resources & Public Lands Subcommittee on May 5, 2017 – No movement since introduction on March 7th ---

SJR 108-Well Stimulation (Farmer) Establish Public Policy to prevent well stimulation to protect water – 

https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2017/00108 Died May 5th in Environmental Preservation and 

Conservation – No movement since introduction on 3/7/17. ---SB 10 (Bradley-R) HB 761 (Altman-R) Water 

Resources - Sets deadline of 2018 to buy 60 acres of --farmland to create estuaries, reservoir project in 

Everglades. https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2017/00010 SIGNED by Governor May 9, 2017.  

SB 532 (Galvano-R) (Stewart-D) Public Notification of Pollution 

https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2017/00532 Died in Messages May 5th - HB 1065 House Companion 

(Peters) Bipartisan --Requires companies to notify (DEP) about release of any dangerous substance within 24 

hours of discovery. DEP must then publish a public notice within 24 hours. 

https://www.myfloridahouse.gov/Sections/Bills/billsdetail.aspx?BillId=58879&SessionId=83 Died in Natural 

Resources May 5th SB 1238 (Bean) https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2017/01238 Utility Investments in 

Gas Reserves Died on Calendar May 5th HB 1043 (Brodeur) Utility Investments in Gas Reserves 

https://www.myfloridahouse.gov/Sections/Bills/billsdetail.aspx?BillId=58845&SessionId=83 Died in 

Government Operations May 5th  

#2 Issue - GUN CONTROL/SAFETY – The numerous gun bills died with little movement. Even the good ones 

died. Stand Your Ground moved. The one Specific gun bill that moved but died was HB 616 (Steube) 

Concealed Weapon or Fire arms – Carry into Courthouse to check in - 

https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2017/00616 Died on House Calendar May 5th  

---EVERYWHERE GUN BILLS BY STEUBE – (SB 140) Open Carry Handgun (Steube) 

http://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2017/00140 Authorizing a compliant licensee to open carry a handgun, 

etc. House Companions – No movement since March 7th Introduction – Died in Judiciary May 5th. HB 6001 

Concealed Weapons & Firearms (Raburn) Airport Open Carry Prohibitions  

HB 6005-License to Carry Concealed Weapon Revision (Plakon) College or University – Steube Gun bills- SB 

140, 610, 616, 618, 620, 626, 640, 644, 6463---- HB 6005-License to Carry Concealed Weapon Revision 

(Plakon) College or University – All above gun bills died. ----SB 254 Gun Safety (Stewart) Prohibiting 

sale/transfer of assault weapon or large capacity ammunition magazine 

https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2017/00254 No movement since introduction on March 7 – Died in 

Judiciary May 5th –HB Companion HB 167 (Smith) 

https://www.myfloridahouse.gov/Sections/Bills/billsdetail.aspx?BillId=56808&SessionId=83 Died in Criminal 

Justice Subcommittee May 5th – No movement since introduction on March 7th. --HB 1409 (Smith) Identifies 

Record/Weapon https://www.myfloridahouse.gov/Sections/Bills/billsdetail.aspx?BillId=59498&SessionId=83 

Died in Criminal Justice Subcommittee May 5th – No movement since March 10th --SB 170 (Braynon-D) 

https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2017/00170 Prohibited Places for Weapons & Firearms –Counters Open 

Carry No movement since March 7th Introduction – Died in Committee May 5th.  

HB 235 -(Stafford-D) – Prohibited Places for Weapons & Firearms –Counters Open Carry 

https://www.myfloridahouse.gov/Sections/Bills/billsdetail.aspx?BillId=56905&SessionId=83 Died in Criminal 

Justice Subcommittee May 5th – No movement since March 7th introduction.  



SB 128 –Self-Defense Immunity – Only Gun bill to pass – expands Stand your ground. 

https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2017/00128 . It would shift the burden of proof to the prosecution in pre-

trial hearings where self-defense is claimed by the defendant in a murder case. On Governor’s Desk Awaiting 

Signature CALL TO VETO  

#3 Issue-HEALTHCARE FOR ALL (MEDICAID/MEDICARE-ACA-ETC)  

SB 614 (Brandes) Medical Marijuana -Related Bills – SB 406, SB 1388, HB 1397, SB 1666, SB 1758 Out of 

the above bills, HB 1397 moved but died and there might be a special session to pass. This bill, was supposed to 

support Medical Marijuana Amendment 2 but became very controversial - HB 1397 -

https://www.myfloridahouse.gov/Sections/Bills/billsdetail.aspx?BillId=59486&SessionId=83 Medical 

Marijuana – Died in House on May 5th  

---HB 7(Miller) SB 676 (Bradley) Certificates of Need - http://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2017/00007 

Payment System model developed by the Agency for Health Care Administration- Bill ends the Certificate of 

Need (CON) which is vital for large not-for-profit hospitals and trauma center’s survival. Concern is it will 

increase cost of healthcare in Florida & increase profits for non-profit hospitals. Died in Health Policy on May 

5th after much movement.  

---HB 145 (Renner) SB 222 (Steube) – Recovery Care Services: 

http://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2017/00145 Licenses another type of healthcare facility called Recovery 

Care Centers and the licensure requirements. Died on May 5th in appropriations.  

---HB 161 (Burgess) SB 240 (Lee) – Direct Primary Care Agreements: 

http://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2017/00161 This is an agreement where certain services are promised to 

the insurance holder, such as ambulance rides or certain other services. Some people mistakenly think that this 

constitutes a real insurance policy and sometimes unscrupulous people market them deceptively. Died on 

Senate Calendar on May 5th.  

--SB 182 (Mayfield) HB 95 (Massullo) Consumer Protection from Nonmedical Changes to Prescription Drug 

Formularies - http://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2017/00182 – Died in House Messages May 5th.  

#4 Issue - ERA ---SCR 194 ERA-(Gibson)-Equal Rights for Men & Women 

https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2017/00194 No movement since March 7th introduction -Died in 

Judiciary May 5th –House Companion HCR 109 (Baez) ERA – 

https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2017/00194 No movement since March 7th Introduction – Died in Public 

Integrity & Ethics May 5th.  

---HB 319 (Berman) – Equal Pay for Equal Work – 

https://www.myfloridahouse.gov/Sections/Bills/billsdetail.aspx?BillId=56984&SessionId=83 Despite our rally 

and many efforts – There was no movement since the March 7th Introduction – Died in Careers & Competition 

May 5th. ---SB 410 (Stewart) Employment Discrimination Equal Pay for Equal Work – “Helen Gordon Fair 

Pay Act – closes gender gap in Pay in Florida— Senate Companion Bill 

https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2017/00410 No movement since March 7th Introduction – Died May 5th 

in Government Oversight. ---SB 160 (Rodriguez) Minimum Wage - 

https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2017/00160 No movement since March 7th introduction – Died in 

Commerce & Tourism --HB 945 (Jacquet) -Minimum Wage Revises Formula for State Adjustments 

https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2017/00160 No movement since March 7th Introduction – Died May 5th 

in Careers & Competition Subcommittee  

---HB 623 - Prohibited Discrimination (Diamond, Plasencia) (SB 666) 

https://www.myfloridahouse.gov/Sections/Bills/billsdetail.aspx?BillId=57381&SessionId=83 No movement 



since March 7th Introduction – Died in Careers & Competition May 5th Provides sexual orientation & gender 

identity to be added to non-discrimination in public lodging & public food service establishments. Creating the 

“Florida Competitive Workforce Act”. Adding sexual orientation & gender identity to FL Civil Rights Act of 

1992. --SB 666 – Companion Bill – Prohibited Discrimination – No movement since March 7th Introduction -

Died in Government Oversight & Accountability May 5th #5 Issue- EDUCATION (Vouchers-Pay-Charter 

Schools)  

Too many education bills were clumped into other bills, such as the conforming budget bills. SB 8 – Gaming 

Bill – https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2017/00008 this dangerous bill contained huge amounts of money 

for charter schools. This was hidden – This bill died in the Senate on May 2nd as being withdrawn without 

further consideration –  

HB 7069 – Conforming Education Budget Bill – 

https://www.myfloridahouse.gov/Sections/Bills/billsdetail.aspx?BillId=59539&SessionId=83 CALL TO VETO 

– On Governor’s Desk for Signature – This bill contains many of the bills below – For instance, while the 

recess bill, SB 78/HB 67 appears as dead, recess has been lumped into HB 7069. While we are for recess, we 

aren’t for giving public money to  

charter schools for construction. I will be sending out more information on HB 7069. You have received several 

requests to call to VETO this bill – Here are other education bills considered. --- SB 2 (Galvano) - Higher 

Education – http://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2017/00002 Died in House Messages May 5th -9 Related 

Bills HB 3, SB4, HB 5, HB 155, SB 374, SB 489, HB 929, SB 1296,  

SB 1464 -- ---HB 489 (Smith-D) Bright Scholars http://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2017/00489/ Died in 

House May 5th https://www.myfloridahouse.gov/Sections/Bills/billsdetail.aspx?BillId=57110&SessionId=83 

HB 3 (Avila-R) Florida Bright Futures Scholarship –SB 2 (Galvano-R) & SB 374 (Hukill-R) Restores to 100% 

College Costs – Adds Summer Courses – Died in Post-Secondary Education Committee May 5th - Related HB 

489 Bills---SB 540 – Bright Scholars Establish (Campbell-D) HB 253 (Duran-D) ---HB 155Florida Bright 

Future Scholarship (Mariano) – Summer School Funds/Additional Funds - All bills died May 5th.  

---SB 78 – Public School Recess Requirement (Flores)- https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2017/00078 - 

Died in House Messages May 5th but in HB 7069 conforming budget bill. HB 67 Recess House Companion:–

Restores Recess – ---SB 538 (Clemens) Charter School – Establish Need that Public doesn’t offer. 

https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2017/00538 Died in Education May 5th ---SB 286 (Steube) HB 665 

(Spano)- https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2017/00286 Human Trafficking in Schools -Human Trafficking 

Education in Schools Revising the required health education in public schools to include information about the 

dangers & signs of human trafficking, etc. – Died in Education Committee May 5th.  

HB 303 (Daniels-D) - SB 436 (Baxley) https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2017/00436 –Religious 

Expression in Public Schools - Both claim to be in support of religious liberty. The concern is this leads to 

increased access by religious groups to bring their agendas (often anti-woman agendas) into the classroom. On 

Governor’s Desk to Sign – CALL TO VETO  

SB 856 (Broxson) HB 373 (Grant) – General Education – https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2017/00856 

Limits Local Authority Ability to Award Teacher Contracts – Died in Committee April 28th but check HB 

7069.  

SB 926 (Flores) HB 773 (Diaz) 

https://www.myfloridahouse.gov/Sections/Bills/billsdetail.aspx?BillId=57932&SessionId=83 K-12 School 

Assessments -Moves state tests for English language arts & math to the last three weeks of the school year, 

addressing a long-standing complaint that Florida's  



springtime testing regimen begins too early and takes too much time from classes. The bills also would require 

the state Department of Education to investigate the possibility of allowing high school students to meet the 

graduation requirement by taking the SAT or ACT rather than the state's 10th grade test HB 131 (Cortes) SB 

1280 (Rodiguez) Mandatory Retention –Removes the requirement that third-graders who perform poorly on the 

state's English language arts test be held back from fourth grade. May 5th Laid on Table – HB 549 Substituted – 

Reappears in HB 7069 – Eliminate Algebra Test – little else. CALL TO VETO HB 7069.  

SB 964 (Montford) HB 1249 (Beshears) – Education Accountability - 

https://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2017/00964/?Tab=RelatedBills Revises Charter School assessments & 

H.S. Assessment. Use alternative assessments (Sat, ACT), Give tests later in the school year. Give fewer and 

alternative tests for different subjects- - Both Bills Died May 5th SB 808 (Mayfield) – Maximum Class Size - 

http://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2017/00808 - Revises Requirements for class size - Died May 5th Senate 

Appropriations Committee  

#6 Issue REPRODUCTIVE HEALTHCARE RIGHTS ---HB 203 Termination of Pregnancy (Gruters) - HB 215 

Pub. Rec/Termination of Pregnancy (Gruters) - 

https://www.myfloridahouse.gov/Sections/Bills/billsdetail.aspx?BillId=56866&SessionId=83 Died in Health 

Quality Subcommittee May 5th. --SB 348 (Steube) Termination of Pregnancy- 

http://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2017/00348 “Florida Pain-Capable Unborn Child Protection Act – Died in 

Senate Health Policy May 5th – No movement since March 7th Introduction. --342-(Steube) Public 

Records/Physician Abortion Reports (HB 215, SB 348, SB 342) Introduced - 

http://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2017/00342 All bills died May 5th  

---HB 101(Cortes) –SB 672 (Bean) 

https://www.myfloridahouse.gov/Sections/Bills/billsdetail.aspx?BillId=56734&SessionId=83 (Certificate of 

Nonviable Birth “Grieving Families Act” -Requires Physicians to Report Miscarriages & Reports Will Be 

Public – Signed by Governor May 5th  

\ HB 103 (Cortes) Public Record/Nonviable Birth Records – 

https://www.myfloridahouse.gov/Sections/Bills/billsdetail.aspx?BillId=56735&SessionId=83 Related to HB 

101 above  

---HB 63 (Edwards/Berman) SB 176- (Passidomo) - 

https://www.myfloridahouse.gov/Sections/Bills/billsdetail.aspx?BillId=56736&SessionId=83 Tampon Bill - 

Exempting the sale of feminine hygiene products from sales & use tax- While these bills died in the house and 

senate on May 5th – they were included in a Conforming Budget Bill (See HB 7109) ---HB 71 (Cruz-Berman) 

SB 252 (Book) https://www.myfloridahouse.gov/Sections/Bills/billsdetail.aspx?BillId=56677&SessionId=83 

Tax Exemption for Diapers & Baby Wipes Incontinence Pads, Died May 5th in Ways & Means Committee  

---HB 19 (Grall) SB 1140 (Stargel) – 

https://www.myfloridahouse.gov/Sections/Bills/billsdetail.aspx?BillId=57085&SessionId=83 Liability for 

Termination of Pregnancy - provides statute of limitations for cause of action; authorizes award of attorney fees 

& costs to prevailing plaintiff. Opens the door to the threat to doctors practicing medicine and patients claiming 

they have been injured from an abortion years after the termination. – Died May 5th  

---HB 669 (Book) SB 650 (Moskowitz)– Parking Spaces for Expectant Mothers 

http://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2017/00669 - Parking lots with at least 100 spaces should have at least 1 

spot for expectant mothers near the disability spaces – Died in Health Policy May 5th – No movement since 

March 7th introduction.  



HB 969 – SB 1130 - Pregnancy Support & Wellness - http://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2017/00969 - 

Refers to Crisis Pregnancy Centers, which are questionable facilities – considered attack on abortion rights - 

Died in Health Policy May 5th -  

SB 1114 (Clemens) HB 6025 (Berman) Termination of Pregnancy “Repealer Bill of 2016 Defunding 

Language” http://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2017/01114  

This legislation would have repealed unconstitutional language from 2016 TRAP (Targeted Regulation of 

Abortion Providers) legislation. Died in Health Policy May 5th – No movement since March 7th introduction.  

SB 1740 (Stewart) HB 1339 (Mercado) – Access to Clinics “FACE Act” 

http://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2017/01740 -Protects reproductive healthcare providers from injury, 

intimidation, etc. Died in Criminal Justice on May 5th.  

MEMBER CONCERNS & BILLS DEMANDING OUR ATTENTION (NOT TOP VOTED Issues) Follow - 

Voting Rights – Civil Rights HB 105 (Cruz) Vote-By-Mail Ballots - 

http://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2017/00105 Works to Eliminate Signature Discrepancies – May 18th –

awaits Governor’s Signature HB 177 (Shaw) Suspension of Civil Rights 

http://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2017/00177 – Revises Requirements of Felony Convictions Freshman 

Florida ---- Died May 5th Criminal Justice Committee – No Movement since March 7th introduction.  

-SJR 74 (Clemens) Restoration of Certain Felons’ Right to Vote & Hold Office - 

http://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2017/00074 Proposes Florida Amendment –Died May 5th in Ethics & 

Elections. No movement since March 7th introduction.  

SJR 270 (Bracy) HJR 51 & HB 53 (Watson) Restoration of Civil Rights Restoration - 

http://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2017/00270 Automatic Restoration – Died in Judiciary May 5th – No 

movement since March 7th Introduction.  

HB 1325 (Renner) Elections - http://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2017/01325 Early Voting & Other Voting 

Criteria – Died May 5th in Senate Messages. SB 72-(Clemens) Voter Registration- 

http://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2017/00072 –use driver’s license & other ID’s to serve as voter 

registration applications – Died May 5th in Ethics & Elections. SB 598 (Gibson) HB 733 (Stafford) – Elections 

Provisional Ballots – http://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2017/00733 Extends Time Frame for Provisional 

Ballots – Died in House Oversight, Transparency & Administration on May 5th. HJR 321(Roth-R) SJR866 

(Baxley) http://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2017/00866 Increases percentage of Elector Votes Required to 

Approve Constitutional Amendment or Revision: Proposes amendment to State Constitution to increase 

percentage of elector votes required to approve amendment or revision to State Constitution from 60 percent to 

66 & 2/3 percent. No movement since March 7th Introduction – Died on May 5th in Ethics & Elections. SB 242 

Presidential Elections (Rouson) HB 311 (Geller) http://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2017/00242 Establishing 

the Agreement Among the States to Elect the President by National Popular Vote– DWCF Members from Palm 

Beach DWC are working on a resolution to submit for a vote. Agreement Among the States to Elect the 

President by National Popular Vote: No action since March 7th introduction. Died in Ethics & Elections on 

May 5th.  

HB 17 – (Fine) Local Preemption - Local Regulation Preemption: 

http://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2017/00017 Prohibits certain local governments from imposing or 

adopting certain regulations preempts to state regulations concerning businesses, professions, & occupations; 

provides exceptions to preemption. Died in Commerce May 5th -  

SB80 (Steube) (SB 246, SB 428, SB 534, HB 163) –Public Record - Concern takes away local power from our 

communities to pass worker-friendly ordinances, restricting access to public records and destabilizing the 



retirement security of our public servants. http://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2017/00080 Presented to 

Governor for signature on May 9th  

HB 41 – (Jenne-D) SB 774 (Rodriguez-D) – Legislative Apportionment & Congressional Redistricting 

http://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2017/00774 – Creates independent commission on legislative 

apportionment & congressional redistricting. Died May 5th in Ethics & Elections – No movement since March 

7th introduction  

HB 455 – Tax Exemptions for First Responders & Surviving Spouses - 

http://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2017/00455 - May 5th - Enrolled for Governor’s Signature.  

Respectfully Submitted, Milly Krause  

SBDWC Legislative Liaison 

DWCF Leg. Chair for Florida Issues 

 

Super Mule  

Today, Russian President Vladimir Putin said he had nothing to do with the firing of FBI Director James 

Comey. Putin said, 'How could I? He's still alive, isn't he?'" –Conan O'Brien 

"Today, President Trump promised to bring back 'the spirit and prestige of the FBI.' Trump said, 'When I'm 

arrested, I want to be arrested by the very best.'" –Conan O'Brien 

"Yesterday, FBI Director James Comey got a letter from President Trump informing him that his services were 

no longer needed. After hearing this, Melania Trump said, 'I would kill for one of those letters.'" –Conan 

O'Brien 

"It's come out that in the days before the Comey firing, Donald Trump would often scream at cable TV. He 

would usually yell, 'YOU'RE not the Cake Boss — I'M the Cake Boss!'" –Conan O'Brien 

"Analysts are saying that last night's events could be 'the beginning of the end for Donald Trump.' Oh wait, I'm 

sorry, this joke is from a monologue I did last year." –Conan O'Brien 

"After news of the Comey firing broke last night, Press Secretary Sean Spicer avoided reporters by hiding 

behind a bush outside the White House. Today, Bill Clinton said, 'Oh yeah, I remember that bush.'" –Conan 

O'Brien 

"The fallout continues after the surprise firing of FBI Director James Comey yesterday. Apparently Comey was 

in Los Angeles and found out that he was fired when he saw it on television. 

Which basically means Trump fired the head of the FBI the same way he fired Gary Busey — on television." –

James Corden 

"Now of course President Trump spoke about the backlash. He gave a very calm and measured interview to 

NPR. I'm kidding! He fired off a string of angry tweets." –James Corden 

"This morning he attacked his critics on Twitter and in one tweet referred to Sen. 



Chuck Schumer as Cryin' Chuck Schumer. Now you remember he does this, there was also Lyin' Ted Cruz and 

Crooked Hillary. I'm starting to think the only job Trump is really qualified for is coming up with catchy stage 

names for professional wrestlers." –James Corden 

"The whole administration is facing questions about this firing. After reporters were hounding Press Secretary 

Sean Spicer for comments, he did what any professional White House press secretary would do: He hid in the 

bushes. "–James Corden 

"Think about that for a second — a grown man hiding in the bushes from doing his job. That's like when I hide 

in the gym toilets to avoid my personal trainer. 'Get your feet up, he won't know I'm in here!'" –James Corden 

"We're starting with what might be the most shocking episode of 'The Celebrity President' yet. President Trump 

yesterday said adios to James Comey, who was director of the FBI, and also was in charge of investigating his 

campaign's relationship with the Russians. He fired the guy who is investigating him. When we said Trump 

should act more presidential, we probably should have specified we didn't mean Nixon." –Jimmy Kimmel 

"Trump had his long-time personal bodyguard deliver a letter in a manila envelope to FBI headquarters 

informing him he was fired. 

James Comey wasn't there, he was here in L.A. speaking to a group of FBI agents and they had the TV on. He 

sees on the news that he was fired. He thought it was a prank. For real, he thought it was — which makes you 

wonder what kind of friends he has." –Jimmy Kimmel 

"Yesterday when the Comey firing happened, White House 'stress secretary' Sean Spicer was about to leave for 

his Navy Reserve duty. And he didn't want to answer questions, so he hid in the bushes outside the White 

House. For real. Sometimes you've got to stop and smell the Rose Garden, you know?" –Jimmy Kimmel 

"Spicer finally agreed to come out if the reporters turned their camera lights off and their cameras. I guess for 

some reason he felt like the White House press secretary crawling out of his hiding place might be a bad 

visual." –Jimmy Kimmel 

"The White House announced yesterday that President Trump fired FBI Director James Comey. Yet another 

long-time dream that Trump stole from Hillary." –Seth Meyers 

"President Vladimir Putin said today that Russia had 'nothing to do with' the firing of FBI Director James 

Comey. And you can tell, because Comey's alive." –Seth Meyers 

"It's been a historic day. We have reached a milestone as a nation. It's not just that the president fired the head of 

the FBI. No, here's the milestone — we have apparently elected a president who truly does not care about what 

anything looks like. Which is surprising for a guy whose actual face we've never seen." –Stephen Colbert 

"Firing Jim Comey, head of the FBI, really feels like Authoritarianism 101. Which, by the way, a very difficult 

class." –Stephen Colbert 

"The word is Trump has been planning to fire Comey for at least a week. And he evidently asked Attorney 

General Jeff Sessions to come up with reasons to fire him. So now the Department of Justice is the Department 

of Justification." –Stephen Colbert 

"So Comey has been fired, or as Fox News put it, 'James Comey resigns.'" –Stephen Colbert 



"Yesterday, Donald Trump fired the director of the FBI, James Comey, and I guess Comey heard about it right 

before a recruitment event he was going to speak at. Then he was like, 'Hey, while I'm recruiting — anyone 

wanna be director? It just came up. I just got the email.'" –Jimmy Fallon 

"They're also saying when he got the news, Comey thought it was a prank and started laughing. But to be fair, 

that's also how Trump reacted when he won the election. 'That's very good — where's Ashton Kutcher? I love 

that guy!'" –Jimmy Fallon 

"Of course, it drew immediate reactions from other politicians. When she heard Comey was fired, Hillary called 

him and said, 'Aw, did someone take away a job that was rightfully yours? Ah, too bad!'" –Jimmy Fallon 

"Melania Trump will join Donald on his first trip overseas as president. Melania said she's a little nervous for 

the trip because it's always hard traveling with a baby." –Jimmy Fallon 

 


