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My Bullet List of important facts to have with you!
All issues are women’s issues…women are just impacted harder by 
many!  Having ERA pass could help correct a lot of these problems.

•	 A woman’s ability to control her reproductive life directly impacts her 
economic life.  The decisions to have or not to have children and to be 
able to control the number and spacing of children has one of the great-
est economic impacts on women that you can have.

•	 Women who are educated are more likely to have fewer children; to be gainfully em-
ployed, thereby reducing poverty; and to recognize the importance of health care.    We 
Need to support public education and have access to affordable higher education

•	 Women currently earn 77% of what a man earns for the same job. (That number drops 
to 68% for African American women and 58% for Latinas.)  We support the Paycheck 
Fairness Act that requires employers to disclose salary data to the Equal Employment 
Opportunity Commission and strengthens the Equal Pay Act of 1963. 

•	 Poverty is a women’s issue.  According to the 2010 Census, 34.2% of families with a fe-
male head of household were poor, and 16.9% were living in deep poverty.  The poverty 
rate among women climbed to 14.5 percent in 2010, the highest in 17 years. The extreme 
poverty rate among women climbed to 6.3 percent, the highest rate ever recorded. Over 
17 million women lived in poverty in 2010, including more than 7.5 million in extreme 
poverty. –the issues of Paycheck fairness and paid sick leave, and childcare must be ad-
dressed.

•	 About two-thirds of women with children under age six are in the labor force. Nation-
wide, 48.9 million individuals provide care for an adult family member or friend, and 
more than 70 percent of those care recipients are over the age of 50.

•	 We support President Obama’s jobs proposal that includes important provisions that sup-
port women and families.  We support the President’s proposal to increase the minimum 
wage.   We support efforts to pass a living wage rather than a minimum wage.   All indi-
viduals deserve the right to work in a safe environment and make a living wage.

•	 Our society has a history of labeling and devaluing “women’s work” and this must be 
changed.  Economic and societal value must be given to “women’s work” raising a 
family, caring for parents, taking care of children and the home.  Teacher, secretary, 
nurse, administrative assistants, and other traditional —pink collar jobs need to be given 
salaries equal to the societal value of the work performed and to the educational require-
ments necessary to hold the positions.



ERA Continues & 2014 Legislative Session Ends 
by Milly Krause

The following Question #13 is a continuation of the information I’ve been sharing with you from 
the NATIONAL COUNCIL OF WOMEN’S ORGANIZATION

ERA Task Force, March 2013.  I will continue to share these Q & A’s over the next few months.  
Following	Question	#13,	you	will	find	a	report	on	this	year’s	legislative	session.		ERA	remained	
stagnant this year.  It never moved out of committee.  

13. How has the ERA been related to single-sex institutions?

Even without an ERA in the Constitution, Supreme Court decisions in recent decades have increasingly limited the 
constitutionality of public single-sex institutions. In 1972, the Court found in Mississippi University for Women v. 
Hogan that Mississippi’s policy of refusing to admit males to its all-female School of Nursing was unconstitutional.  
Justice	Sandra	Day	O’Connor	wrote	in	the	majority	decision	that	a	gender-based	classification	may	be	justified	as	
compensatory	only	if	members	of	the	benefited	sex	have	actually	suffered	a	disadvantage	related	to	it.	In	the	Court’s	
1996 United States v.  Commonwealth of Virginia decision, which prohibited the use of public funds for then all-male 
Virginia Military Institute unless it admitted women, the majority opinion written by Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg 
stated	 that	 sex-based	 classifications	may	be	used	 to	 compensate	 the	disadvantaged	 class	 “for	particular	 economic	
disabilities [they have] suffered,” to promote equal employment opportunity, and to advance full development of the 
talent and

capacities	of	all	citizens.	Such	classifications	may	not	be	used,	however,	to	create	or	perpetuate	the	legal,	social,	and	
economic inferiority of the traditionally disadvantaged class, in this case women.  Thus, single-sex institutions whose 
aim is to perpetuate the historic dominance of one sex over the other are already unconstitutional, while single-sex 
institutions that work to overcome past discrimination are constitutional now and, if the courts choose, could remain 
so under an ERA. 

2014 Florida Legislative Session Ends – DWCF Shared the following summary:

Here’s a rundown of the bills DWCF supported or opposed and where they stand. 

	ERA:		-	HB	8001	by	Rep.	Berman	and	SB	68	by	Senator	Joyner	failed	to	receive	a	hearing	in	their	first	committees	
of reference and therefore died this session.

 Equal Pay for Equal Work: - HB 163 by Rep. Cruz and SB 206 by Senator Joyner failed to receive a hearing in their 
first	committees	of	reference	and	therefore	died	this	session.

 Pregnancy Discrimination: - HB 105 by Rep. Berman passed Civil Justice Subcommittee 12-1, passed State Affairs 
15-1 and passed Judiciary 19-0 but was not allowed to be placed on the Special Order Calendar for a full House vote 
this session. SB 220 by Senator Thompson passed Commerce and Tourism 9-0, passed Judiciary 9-0, passed Commu-
nity Affairs 6-0, and passed Rules 13-0 before it was passed by the full Senate 39-0. Due to the fact that the bill failed 

to receive a full House vote the bills died this session.

 Families First Legislation: - HB 439 by Reps. Stewart and Hood and SB 578 by Senator Sobel failed to receive a 
hearing	in	their	first	committees	of	reference	and	therefore	died	this	session.

 

Florida Competitive Workforce Act: - HB 239 by Reps. Saunders and Raschein and SB 348 by Senator Abruzzo 
failed	to	receive	a	hearing	in	their	first	committees	of	reference	and	therefore	died	this	session.

 Online Voter Registration: - HB 667 by Rep. Williams was workshopped in House Ethics and Elections committee 
but a vote was not allowed to be taken. SB 784 by Senator Clemens was discussed several times in Senate Ethics 
and Elections committee, as both a stand alone bill and as part of a Proposed Committee Bill (PCB). While everyone 
agreed that Online Voter Registration is the next step for Florida, they asked for the bill to be postponed until the 
Secretary of State and the Supervisors of Elections had a chance to review the legislation to determine the best steps 
for implementation in Florida. Neither bill was allowed to have a vote and therefore died this session  

 Abortion Legislation: - HB 551 by Rep. Van Zant and SB 1602 by Senator Evers, the 20 week abortion ban failed 
to	receive	a	hearing	in	their	first	committees	of	reference	and	therefore	died	this	session.

 HB 545 and Rep. Van Zant and SB 1510 by Senator Evers, the all-out abortion ban failed to receive a hearing in 
their	first	committees	of	reference	and	therefore	died	this	session.			

 HB 1047 by Rep. Adkins and SB 918 by Senator Flores, banning abortions in 3rd trimester and post viability passed 
all committees of reference, both chambers and will be sent to the Governor where we expect it will be signed into 
law. HB 1047 passed Health & Human Services Committee 12-5 and passed Judiciary committee 8-4 before pass-
ing	the	full	House	70-45.	On	the	House	floor,	one	Democrat,	Rep.	Daphne	Campbell	voted	in	favor,	while	four	
Republicans, Reps. Fitzenhagen, Hager, Pilon and Raschein voted against. SB 918 passed Health Policy 6-3, passed 
Judiciary 6-3 and passed Rules 7-5. SB 918 was laid on the table and HB 1047 passed the full Senate 24-15 with all 
Democrats and Senator Detert voting in opposition.      

 Fetal Personhood: - HB 59 by Rep. Ahern and SB 162 by Senator Stargel, giving a fetus the same rights under the 
law as a pregnant woman passed all committees of reference, both chambers and will be sent to the Governor where 
we expect it will be signed into law. HB 59 passed Criminal Justice Subcommittee 9-4 and the Judiciary Committee 
13-3 before passing the full House 74-42. One Democrat Rep. Daphne Campbell joined all Republicans in support 
of the legislation. SB 162 passed Criminal Justice 5-2, passed Judiciary 6-2 and passed Rules 9-3. SB 162 was laid 
on the table and HB 59 passed the full Senate by a party-line 25-14 vote.  

The Legislature did pass some historic laws.  Undocumented immigrants and children of undocumented immigrants 
are now permitted access to in-state tuition. Florida followed the lead and has now legalized low-THC medical 
marijuana for ill patients.  Unfortunately,  Medicaid Expansion failed to move forward.

Regarding Medical Marijuana, you will be given the opportunity to vote on this as an amendment in November.  
Make sure you can explain to those who don’t understand that there are different types of marijuana.  Can you ex-
plain what Charlotte’s Web does?  

Cheers to making a difference – we keep working at it, aye?

•	 Women depend on Medicare, Medicaid, and Social Security to a greater extent than retired men.  For many 
women	this	is	their	only	retirement	or	current	source	of	benefits	and	wages.

•	 Domestic violence is the leading cause of injury to women—more than car accidents, muggings, and rapes com-
bined. Three women die every single day as a result of domestic violence.   

•	 Women are affected disproportionately by the issue of states requiring a voter ID.  In cases of Marriage and 
divorce.  90% of the time   women change names during marriage /divorce, only 66% have documents showing 
citizenship and legal name.  Therefore Voter suppression hurts Women more than men.

HAVE YOU PAID YOUR DUES?



In the past four years, under the leadership of Chief Justice John Rob-
erts, the Supreme Court has made it far easier to buy an election and far harder 
to vote in one.

First came the Court’s 2010 decision in Citizens United v. FEC, which brought 
us the Super PAC era.

Then came the Court’s 2013 decision in Shelby County v. Holder, which gutted the centerpiece of the Voting Rights 
Act.

Now we have McCutcheon v. FEC, where the Court, in yet another controversial 5-4 opinion written by Roberts, 
struck down the limits on how much an individual can contribute to candidates, parties and political action commit-
tees. So instead of an individual donor being allowed to give $117,000 to campaigns, parties and PACs in an election 
cycle (the aggregate limit in 2012), they can now give up to $3.5 million, Andy Kroll of Mother Jones reports. 

The Court’s conservative majority believes that the First Amendment gives wealthy donors and powerful corpora-
tions the carte blanche right to buy an election, but that the Fifteenth Amendment does not give Americans the right 
to vote free of racial discrimination.

These are not unrelated issues—the same people, like the Koch brothers, who favor unlimited secret money in US 
elections are the ones funding the effort to make it harder for people to vote. The net effect is an attempt to concen-
trate the power of the top 1 percent in the political process and to drown out the voices and votes of everyone else.

Consider these stats from Demos on the impact of Citizens United in the 2012 election:

· The top thirty-two Super PAC donors, giving an average of $9.9 mil-
lion each, matched the $313.0 million that President Obama and Mitt 
Romney raised from all of their small donors combined—that’s at least 
3.7 million people giving less than $200 each.

· Nearly 60 percent of Super PAC funding came from just 159 donors 
contributing at least $1 million. More than 93 percent of the money Su-
per PACs raised came in contributions of at least $10,000—from just 
3,318 donors, or the equivalent of 0.0011 percent of the US population.

· It would take 322,000 average-earning American families giving an 
equivalent share of their net worth to match the Adelsons’ $91.8 mil-
lion in Super PAC contributions.

That trend is only going to get worse in the wake of the McCutcheon 
decision.

Now consider what’s happened since Shelby County: eight states pre-
viously covered under Section 4 of the Voting Rights Act have passed 
or implemented new voting restrictions (Alabama, Arizona, Florida, 
Mississippi, Texas, Virginia, South Carolina and North Carolina). That 

has had a ripple effect elsewhere. According to The New York Times, “nine states [under GOP control] have passed 
measures making it harder to vote since the beginning of 2013.”

A country that expands the rights of the powerful to dominate the political process but does not protect fundamental 
rights for all citizens doesn’t sound much like a functioning democracy.

Unbelieveable: —Representative Van Zant is saying Common Core will cause your children to be 
homosexual.

This ominous warning came 
at an anti-Common Core event 
in March courtesy of Florida 
State Rep. Charles Van Zant (R). 
Speaking at the “Operation Edu-
cation Conference” in Orlando, 
Van	 Zant	 warned	 that	 officials	
implementing Common Core in 
Florida are “promoting as hard 
as they can any youth that is in-
terested in the LGBT agenda.”

Their aim, Van Zant warned, was 
to “attract every one of your chil-
dren to become as homosexual 
as they possibly can.” He then 
apologized to the crowd for hav-
ing to be the bearer of bad news. 
“I really hate to bring you that 
news,” the Florida Republican 
said, “but you need to know.”

News to watch out of Tallahassee---Attorney Mark Heron is representing several plaintiffs , including 
the League of Women voters in a case about  the latest Redistricting process  being in violation of the Fair Districts 
Amendments, which say districts cannot be drawn to favor incumbents or a particular political party.  The League 
maintains that legislators used a “shadow” process to disguise what they were doing. Evidence introduced so far 
has shown that one Republican consultant got maps from a top House aide before they were made public. Also, leg-
islators	in	charge	of	the	process	met	with	GOP	consultants	in	early	2011	to	discuss	redistricting.	And	the	final	deal	
on a new congressional map was reached behind closed doors.  There were many secret meetings not open to the 
public,	but	only	open	to	top	state	Republican	leaders.	A	former	top	House	aide	testified	that	while	he	worked	there,	
he deleted all sorts of emails from his computer every day, including about the redistricting efforts. But he said he 
also	saved	redistricting	maps	on	a	flash	drive	that	was	later	hand-delivered	to	a	top	Republican	political	consultant.... 

The	groups	suing	the	Florida	Legislature	had	obtained	documents	from	a	Gainesville-based	political	consulting	firm	
and wanted to use them to show that legislators drew up congressional districts in 2012 in a way that would help Re-
publicans.    A Florida appeals court on Thursday, made up of three judges put on the court by Republican governors, 
blocked the release of those documents that are supposed to be key evidence in the trial.

Herron announced that they have not decided whether or not to appeal the decision to the Florida Supreme Court. 
The plaintiffs said they have already been hamstrung by a ruling earlier this week that ordered them not to discuss 
the	confidential	documents.



“Toronto Mayor Rob Ford announced he’s taking a leave of absence to deal with issues related 
to substance abuse. A video was reportedly shot by his drug dealer. The guy is constantly being 
taped but never seems to notice the cameras. Is that a side effect of crack?” –Jimmy Kimmel

Toronto Mayor Rob Ford is apparently back smoking the crack. There is a picture of him smok-
ing the crack and a videotape is out as well. Is there a videotape out there of him not smoking 

crack?” –David Letterman
 
“The crack dealer videotaped him smoking crack. It is a sad state of affairs, ladies and gentlemen, when you can’t 
trust your drug dealer.” –David Letterman

After taking a leave of absence, Toronto Mayor Rob Ford is apparently going to rehab in Chicago. That’s right, he’s 
headed to the Second City. As in, ‘the second city where he’ll be caught with crack.’” –Jimmy Fallon

“Lawmakers in Illinois have started a new push to legalize recreational marijuana in the 
state. Rob Ford said, ‘Looks like I got here just in time!’” –Jimmy Fallon

The Supreme Court has ruled that city council meetings may open with a prayer. 
Especially if the city in question is Detroit.” –Conan O’Brien

Vladimir Putin has signed a new law banning the F-word from movies. Now the 
Russian version of ‘Wolf of Wall Street’ is eight seconds long. You sit down and it’s 
over.” –Conan O’Brien

“Monica Lewinsky is breaking her silence about her affair with Bill Clinton for a new essay 
in Vanity Fair. In the essay, she actually says, ‘it’s time to burn the beret, bury the blue dress, and move on.’ And 
Americans said, ‘Yeah, we did 15 years ago. Where have you been.’?” –Jimmy Fallon
 
“Yeah, Rob Ford said he likes rehab because it reminds him of the football camp he went to as a kid. Then his par-
ents were like, ‘Uh ... that was also rehab.’” –Jimmy Fallon

“Here’s an update on our pal, Toronto Mayor Rob Ford. In a new interview, Ford said that he’s enjoying rehab be-
cause it reminds him of the football camp he went to as a kid. Then the counselors said, ‘Actually, this IS a football 
camp. You wandered in here last night at 3 a.m.’ Please leave.’” –Jimmy Fallon

“What must it be like to work at a rehab facility and you see Toronto Mayor Rob Ford walk through the door? I can 
imagine:	red	lights	start	flashing,	a	siren	goes	off,	someone	yells,	‘This	is	what	we	have	been	training	for,	people!	
Let’s go!’” –Jimmy Kimmel

A federal judge ruled yesterday that Idaho’s ban on same-sex marriage is unconstitutional, so now it’s legal for 
gay couples to get married. Idaho’s gay people all cheered – from their homes in San Francisco and New York.” 
–Jimmy Fallon

Scheduled Events

Next Meeting
SBDWC 

11:00, June 7th
Memaw’s 

Indian Harbour 
Beach

Super Mule Get Ready.
“Democratic Delights”, The South Brevard Democratic Women’s 
Club Cook Book is in the process of being printed.  We will be sell-
ing copies as soon as they arrive. Shipping will determine the cost. 
You can reserve your copies now  by calling 773-2949.  Please try to 
sell as many as you can.  I will assure you will be pleased.  

With over 100 pages and over 225 recipes 
from our group you have a great variety 
of food groups.  We have some of the best 
food in Brevard by some of the best cooks. We are hoping to 
have it in our hands  and ready to sell by  July 4th.
A big thank you to everyone who contributed recipes and to 
those who worked on it.  This was a huge undertaking, but will 
be our major fundraiser this year so we really need some sup-
port on selling them when they arrive.  ALSO think of this as a 
possible gift item for anyone on your shopping gift list for any 
reason.  You will not be disappointed.

Our Champagne and Chocolate Social was a successful event.  It was well attended even 
though it was a rainy afternoon.  The venue was wonderful and we owe so much to        
Susan McCann for arranging the location for us.  Susan went above and beyond to make 
arrangements for us to have the club house of Skyline Estates where she lives.  She gave 
us a beautiful location and saved us a lot of money.  We are indebted to her.  Thank you 
to Susan and her husband who helped sit up tables and secure the building for us.  Sev-
eral members showed up early to help with decorations and preparations.  Thank you to 
everyone and especially all who brought food!  We made over $600 with tickets and the 
drawing. 

We have gained  another new member since our Membership Tea and would like to wel-
come her into our organization.  A big welcome goes out to Lynne Lake.  

Our next meeting will begin promptly at 11:00, Saturday, June 7th at Memaw’s in Indian 
Harbour Beach.  We will be discussing Tallahassee Legislative wrap-up; convention del-
egates, the cookbook; July 4th and future events.  Please attend if at all possible.
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Become an SBDWC Booster
Your ad will appear in the newsletter as well as in 
the archive at   http://sbdwcnewsletter.com where 
thousands can view it.  A link included in your ad 
will	be	“clickable”	so	as	 to	send	greater	 traffic	 to	
your site.
Help	us	find	Boosters	to	cover	the	costs	of	printing	
our newsletter.  Cost for a one line listing is $20 
for 6 months or $35 for a year.  Cost for a two line 
listing is $30  for 6 months or $45  for a year,  ad-
ditional lines extra.

Contact pfarley_101@hotmail.com

You can find archived PDF copies of 
these our newsletters at

www.sbdwcnewsletter.com/

Our sincere Thoughts and Prayers 
are extended to all the US troops 
stationed in Afghanistan, around 

the world and also to their families 
everywhere.  

We pray for the safe return of the 
troops, a speedy end to the war and 
the wisdom of our leaders to guide 

us	in	this	conflict.

http://www.zazzle.com/hodad66

