June 2010
President’s
Message

Editor’s Notes

Super Mule

Politics 2010

Local Happenings

SBDWC
Boosters

It’s time to get ready for an exciting summer. As the Florida temperatures
increase so does the intensity of political activity for the fall elections. Every day seems to bring a new development, new candidate, new scandal or
political party cross-over. As an “organization” we can only endorse the
Democratic Party candidate and we are not supposed to show preference
to any one candidate before the primary elections. We will continue to try
to introduce as many of our candidates as possible to the membership and
the general public. While attempting this, we also have several activities
in the planning stages that our members and their friends and family will
find most enjoyable.
The Region VI Quarterly Meeting will be at Marsh Landing in Fellsmere on May 29 at
11:00 AM. If you would like to attend, please call me at 321-773-2949, as we have been
asked to give a head count so they can estimate attendance.
The guest for our June 5th meeting of our South
Brevard Democratic Women’s Club is Mr. Joe
Pishgar, Democratic candidate who is running for
Florida House District 31, an office currently held
by John Tobia. This meeting will be at 11:30 at the
Piccadilly in Melbourne Square Mall. Please attend
so we have a large group of members to meet and
welcome this candidate.
We are already making plans for having a float in the
Melbourne Fourth of July Parade again. We hope
to have a large group of candidates, walkers and bicyclists with us too this year. Dig out your patriotic
red, white and blue and start making plans to parade
and party afterwards. August will begin with a Fall
Fashion Show at the Crowne Plaza with the theme
“Democratic women are the life of the party.” After collecting the surveys, we will have a
September Fall Festival at the Front Street Community Center which will have a craft
table, plant sale, and a used book table. We will sell dinners; have activities for children;
have entertainment throughout the day; and have other vending booths. Start now making
and gathering your contributions for this endeavor so this can be a successful fund raiser
for the club. We will have more information on these latter activities as we get closer to the
event dates. We hope you can attend and have a wonderful summer socializing with your
fellow South Brevard Democratic Women.

Editor’s Notes
President Obama has nominated Elena Kagan for the United States Supreme Court to fill the seat
being left vacant by retiring Justice John Paul Stevens.
Elena Kagan is well respected with a distinguished record of professional accomplishments and political associations—working as a research assistant for Laurence Tribe, clerking for Abner Mikva
and Thurgood Marshall and shepherding Ruth Bader Ginsburg’s nomination through the Senate
before working in the Clinton administration and teaching law at Chicago and Harvard, where she
was dean. Kagan is the Obama administration’s current Solicitor General -- a post to which she was confirmed with
bipartisan support.
Since President Obama nominated Kagan, many of her former colleagues have spoken passionately about her intelligence, her commitment to the First Amendment (her field of expertise) and her ability to craft consensus and
convince conservative legal minds. They assure us, based on their personal and professional encounters with her,
that Kagan would be a reliable liberal vote. Progressive critics of Kagan argue that as a replacement for Justice John
Paul Stevens—a formidable liberal voice on the Court, particularly on civil liberties—she would move the Court to
the right.
The truth is, on the fundamental issues of executive power and civil liberties, we simply do not know enough about
Kagan’s views; because she was never a judge and has a relatively slim paper trail as a scholar and a litigator where
she was representing the views of her superiors. The same is true on matters of corporate power and other vital issues.
What we do know is that with the Far Right is dead set on opposing any nominee from this president. This could be the political battle of the summer. The course and outcome of the debate will
affect November’s elections and could have a lasting impact on Americans rights for decades to
come. We also know that Kagan herself was very critical of the confirmation hearings of Justices
Souter, Kennedy, Ginsburg and Breyer as a “vapid and hollow charade.” Since Kagan wrote
those words in a 1995 article, three more Justices—Roberts, Alito and Sotomayor—have been
nominated and confirmed, each in more or less the manner Kagan described: a “peculiar ritual
dance” in which senators politely ask questions that the nominees politely refuse to answer, a
farce dominated by, in Kagan’s words, the “repetition of platitudes” and “personal anecdotes.”
What is less remarked upon is that in her article Kagan proposed a model for a more vigorous and candid confirmation hearing which “presented to the public a serious discussion of the meaning of the Constitution, the role of the
Court, and the views of the nominee; that discussion at once educated the public and allowed it to determine whether
the nominee would move the Court in the proper direction.”
With this new Supreme Court nomination comes a chance to frame the debate about the Court and the Constitution,
and a chance to expose both the hypocrisy of the Right’s rhetoric and the extremism of their judicial ideology. In
the wake of the Roberts Court’s disastrous pro-corporate activism in Citizens United v. FEC, this debate is more
important than ever.
We must show Americans that the conservative bloc of the current Court has demonstrated a remarkable willingness
to bend the law in order to rule on behalf of big corporations, even in instances in which those corporations wreak
havoc on our environment, endanger the health and safety of workers, price gouge consumers on everything from
fuel costs to credit card rates, deny people basic health care and refuse to pay fair, livable and equitable wages. In
light of the recent events showing the results of rampant deregulation and legal deference to corporations -- the BP
Gulf oil spill, mine explosions in West Virginia and the irresponsible practices of our financial sector which caused
the recent economic collapse -- this is the perfect time for America to have this debate.

Super Mule
“According to the top people in the petroleum industry, the oil spill in the Gulf of Mexico will not
affect gas prices. They said, ‘They were going up anyway.’” –Jay Leno
“According to a recent survey, one in eight people say they will not buy gas from BP anymore. Unless, of course, it’s cheaper than the station across the street.” –Jay Leno
“Tar balls have started washing ashore in Louisiana. Meanwhile, the slime balls that started the
whole thing are still in Washington.” –Jay Leno
“BP, Transocean and Halliburton are blaming each other for the Gulf of Mexico oil spill. They are all right.” –Jay
Leno
“BP is going to try to stop the leak by pushing garbage into it. Oh, yeah, they haven’t screwed up the gulf enough, let’s
fill it with garbage, too.” –Jay Leno
“Well, the latest plan was to cover the leak with another concrete dome, a smaller one called a top hat. Who came up
with this idea, Mr. Moneybags, from the Monopoly game? What’s next, the giant thimble?” –Jay Leno
“Well, the Senate today voted to toughen standards for home loans. Under these new standards,
lenders would have to verify that borrowers can
repay the loan. Let’s just hope China doesn’t
adopt this.” –Jay Leno
Congress told BP they can’t label this catastrophic failure as an unpredictable and unforeseeable
occurrence. See, Congress used that excuse for
not catching the financial meltdown, so now they
have to come up with their own excuse.” –Jay
Leno
Earlier today, the British Petroleum oil executives
— the guys responsible for the big oil spill in the
Gulf of Mexico — they testified before Congress.
This was great. They were criticized by the same
guys who approved drilling in the gulf.” –David
Letterman
“But these British Petroleum executives are trying to spin this a little bit. I heard one guy say today that it’s a good
thing, actually, because now when you open a clam, the hinge doesn’t squeak.” –David Letterman
You folks been following the big British Petroleum oil spill in the Gulf of Mexico? I’m telling you, British Petroleum
has put more birds in oil than Colonel Sanders.” –David Letterman
“They sent specialists down there to start a controlled fire on the ocean to burn the oil off. That’s how you know when
things are bad, when the ocean on fire is an improvement.” –Jay Leno
This is going to be the biggest environmental disaster ever. You know what that means? More bonuses.” –David
Letterman
Prison inmates in Louisiana are now pitching in to clean up the Gulf Coast oil spill. At this point, the solutions have
been dump chemicals in the ocean, shoot a bunch of garbage under water and release prisoners. If none of that works,
they’re going to have Al Qaeda come take a look at it.” –Jimmy Fallon

Lawton Chiles III poised to run for Florida governor
By Adam C. Smith, Times Political Editor
In Print: Saturday, May 15, 2010

Alex Sink’s hopes for an effortless waltz to the Democratic gubernatorial nomination
may be dashed.
Lawton “Bud” Chiles III, the son of the late governor, is seriously looking at running against Sink in the Democratic
primary for governor. He has been talking to friends and family across the state.
“He’s got some very strong convictions and a yearning for a Florida that was simpler and more about solving its
problems than what we see today,’’ his wife, Kitty Chiles, said Friday. “The family is talking. That’s where we are
right now. A lot of this is a result of the encouragement he’s gotten over the past year.’’
Much like his father’s famous 1,000-mile walk from the Panhandle to the Keys, the
57-year-old Chiles has been walking across Florida much of the past year promoting
children’s issues through a “Worst to First” initiative of the Lawton Chiles Foundation he leads. The Tallahassee resident could not be reached for comment Friday but
has been vocal in criticizing Florida’s leadership and the direction the state is heading.
“If I had to put odds on it, I’d put it at 80-20 that he’s likely to be a candidate for
governor in 2010,’’ said Tallahassee public relations consultant Ron Sachs, who used
to work for Gov. Chiles.

seven years.

Chiles, a real estate investor, had considered running for chief financial officer this
year, but ruled it out. He started to run for governor in 2006 but ran afoul of a state
constitutional requirement that the governor be a Florida resident for at least the past

Chiles left Florida in 1993 to be a vice president of Hope Worldwide, a charity that provides education and health
care for the poor abroad. He moved back to Florida from New Jersey in 2003.
Chief Financial Officer Sink has more than $5 million in her campaign account, widespread support from the Democratic establishment, and would be the heavy favorite against Chiles, a first-time candidate.
“Florida Democrats are united behind Alex Sink and her campaign’s momentum continues to grow,’’ said Sink
campaign spokeswoman Kyra Jennings. “Alex will bring her decades of real world experience to solving our state’s
toughest problems and getting Floridians back to work.”
Added Florida Democratic Party spokesman Eric Jotkoff: “Democrats across Florida are energized by Alex Sink’s
plan for our state and her business background — she is the leader we need to get our state back on track, and we will
continue fighting every day to ensure her victory this November.”
Still, Chiles has plenty of political experience and contacts across Florida and at the very least could force Sink to
fight for the nomination. She has faced complaints about being too cautious and lacking a clear message, and her
campaign has undergone a number of staff shakeups.
The deadline for qualifying for state office is June 18, but Mrs. Chiles said the decision would come “pretty quick”
and that Sink’s financial advantage was not a big concern.
“We sort of see that as a plus,’’ she said. “We see the big money as a huge part of the problem, and a lot of other
people do, too.”

Opposing view on energy: Halt offshore exploration
By Bill Nelson
“For a successful technology, reality must take precedence over public relations, for nature cannot be fooled.”
That’s what Nobel Prize-winning physicist Richard Feynman said in 1986. Judging by recent events, it’s more true
today than ever.
The failure of the Deepwater Horizon test well in the Gulf of Mexico
is a horrible tragedy. But hopefully, it will be something from which
we gain wisdom.
We still don’t know how bad it will be, but some scientists say the Gulf
loop currents could take this oil to the Florida Keys, and then to the
southeast part of the state.
BP’s CEO, Tony Hayward, acknowledged to me that economic damages will exceed the current $75 million cap on liability for drilling
accidents. So I’ve joined with Sens. Robert Menendez and Frank Lautenberg of New Jersey to introduce legislation to raise that cap to $10
billion. I’ve also joined with Rep. Kendrick Meek of Florida in calling
for moratoria on offshore oil exploration and drilling in new areas. Interior Secretary Ken Salazar likely will adopt changes I and others have
asked for regarding the regulators who inspect oil rigs, investigate oil companies and enforce safety regulations.
Meantime, the scope of this crisis in the Gulf should prompt the president and all lawmakers to re-examine Big Oil’s
safety claims and call for a halt to the industry’s push for drilling in new offshore areas.
Over the past four decades, I’ve fought the industry’s immensely powerful lobby in Washington to keep oil rigs
away from Florida and other coastal states. I’ve argued that a big spill could not only harm Florida’s tourism-driven
economy and unique environment, but also usurp the country’s last major military training and testing range in the
eastern Gulf.
Whether offshore drilling ever becomes safer, there just isn’t enough oil in the eastern Gulf or along most of the Atlantic seaboard to justify the enormous risks from a blowout, spill or shipping accident, like the Exxon Valdez.
On the broader energy issue, America must lessen its reliance on foreign oil. But there’s no need to expand drilling
into new areas. Oil and gas companies right now have some 31 million acres under lease in parts of the Gulf where
they aren’t even drilling yet.
The ultimate answer to America’s energy needs lies not in oil, but in the rapid development of alternative fuels.
And I think we can help pay for an accelerated national energy program by ending the billions of dollars in giveaways
to Big Oil, by making sure it pays all its taxes and royalties.
Bill Nelson, a Democrat, is the senior U.S. senator from Florida.
Bill McCollum and “Rentboy” scandal
In a 2007 memo McCollum wrote to the Department of Children and Families urging them to hire George Rekers to
defend Florida’s ban on gay adoption, a job that paid him $120,000. Rekers testified that homosexuals led riskier lifestyles and were more prone to mental disorders. Recently, when caught with a “rental boy,” Rekers compared himself
to Jesus Christ in defending his willingness to consort with prostitutes.

Shannon Roberts, Democratic candidate for the US House of Representatives for District 15
was the guest speaker for the SBDWC’s May 1st meeting, which was held at the Piccadilly Restaurant in Melbourne Square Mall. Candidate Roberts was pleased to announce that she was now
“qualified” and was running unopposed for the Democratic nomination. She addressed the issues
of the economy; jobs; NASA; tourism; technology and research; the environment; and transportation.
A lengthy and very informative question and answer session followed her talk. More information
can be obtained at www.shannonroberts.com. Meetings to work and organize her campaign are held on Thursday
evenings from 6-8 at the Brevard DEC office at the corner of Hibiscus and Dairy Road. Frances Speegle announced
that the next DWC Florida convention will be September 23-26 at the PGA village in Port St. Lucie. Information can
be found at www.dwcfconvention.com.

It is the policy of the South Brevard Democratic Women’s Club to not endorse any Democratic candidate over
another Democratic candidate in a primary election. However, we can and do endorse as loudly and publicly
as possible all Democratic candidates in the November general election!

The recent BP oil spill has left those in charge—
BP, Transocean and Halliburton—employing
the Shaggy Defense. What is the Shaggy defense? In a 2000 hit song, “It Wasn’t Me,” from
singer Shaggy, a man finds himself caught red
handed in an affair. Yet with each interrogation, he responds with an excuse and a catchy
refrain: “It wasn’t me.”
Likewise, the recent Gulf of Mexico oil spill
has those in charge using the Shaggy Defense
non-stop. In a circular blame game, BP pinned
the blame on Transocean, Transocean returned the blame to BP. Transocean added that
the blame also falls on Halliburton—the company responsible for the cement job on the
oil well.
Democratic Senator Robert Menendez of New Jersey has proposed a new bill that would
ensure that those responsible for the spill will be liable for all damages. Currently, BP’s
liability stands at $75 million, which Menendez believes is about $9 billion short. “When
commercial fishermen are harmed, when shrimp fishermen are harmed, when seafood
processing plants are harmed, when those coastal communities lose tourism and on and
on and on, their liability is $75 million,” says Menendez. “That’s ridiculous. So, we want
to raise that to $10 billion.”

Scheduled Events

Next Meeting
Sat, Jun 5, 11:30 AM
Piccadilly Restaurant
Melbourne Square Mall

Region VI
Quarterly Meeting
Marsh Landing
in Fellsmere
May 29 at 11:00 AM

Joe Pishgar, Democratic candidate for State Representative District 31 a position currently
held by Republican John Tobia, will be our guest speaker at our next South Brevard Democratic
Women’s Club meeting which will be held Sat, Jun 5, 11:30 AM, at the Piccadilly Restaurant in
Melbourne Square Mall. Mr. Pishgar has stated that he is running to repeal the huge tax increases
on working Floridians, promote green, high technology job growth on the Space Coast and safeguard education for our citizens.
Please attend this meeting so that we can meet this candidate, hear his views and show him that we are a serious
organization when it comes to supporting Democratic candidates in our elections.
“Cocktails for a Cause” Brevard NOW ---10% of the bar tab goes to the Women in Need Fund
Location: Lexi Martini Bar 924 E. New Haven Ave. Melbourne
Time: 05/25/2010 - 5:30pm - 8:30pm and 06/22/2010 - 5:30pm - 8:30pm
SHANNON ROBERTS FOR CONGRESS CAMPAIGN TEAM MEETING. . . Volunteer to help Elect Shannon
Roberts to Florida Congressional District 15 and get rid of Bill Posey. Location: Brevard DEC 1103 Hibiscus Blvd
Suite 402 Melbourne, Florida, 32901 Time: Thursdays from 6:00pm - 8:00pm
Come join the Amy Tidd campaign in their TUESDAYS FOR TIDD activities at the Brevard
Democrats’ office, 1103 Hibiscus Blvd, Melbourne, FL, Ste 402 on the 2nd floor.   We do envelope stuffing and phone banking, among other activities. For more info, please call the Tidd
Campaign at 321-631-3916. Tuesdays at 5:30

It’s Time to pay your
$20.00 Annual Dues.

Janie Holman
Geraldine Kapushy
Cathy Stanton
Madeline Farley
Lore Scurrah
Laura Fausone
Vera McGibney
www.flcan.org
Leonia Francis
Roberts & Associates

35 yrs. experience, Nan Roberts, Principal
Help your non-profit grow!
321-292-1965

Artney Turner
www.LEAP.cc
Jackolyn Lombardo
Vicki Impoco
Jane Feldman
hodadpix.com
Brevard Now
Bessie Barnes
Amy Tidd

You may pay your dues at a meeting or mail your
check to Treasurer Milly Krause Address:
Milly Krause
800 S. Brevard Avenue #222
Cocoa Beach, Florida 32931
Also, why not consider becoming a Booster for our
newsletter at the same time and adding that in your
check. Being a Booster means you are supporting
the newsletter by contributing to the printing and
mailing costs.

Be an SBDWC Booster

Your ad will appear in the newsletter as well as in
the archive at http://sbdwcnewsletter.com where
thousands can view it. A link included in your ad
will be “clickable” so as to send greater traffic to
your site.
Help us find Boosters to cover the costs of printing
our newsletter. Cost for a one line listing is $20
for 6 months or $35 for a year. Cost for a two line
listing is $30 for 6 months or $45 for a year, additional lines extra.
Contact pfarley_101@hotmail.com

Our sincere Thoughts and Prayers
are extended to all the US troops
stationed in Iraq, Afghanistan and
also to their families everywhere.
We pray for the safe return of the
troops, a speedy end to the war and
the wisdom of our leaders to guide
us in this conflict.

You can find PDF copies of these newsletters at www.sbdwcnewsletter.com/

