
June 2009 Get Ready for Heath Care Reform
“The Vice President and I just met with leaders from the House of Represen-
tatives and received their commitment to pass a comprehensive health care 
reform bill by July 31. 

We also have an unprecedented commitment from health care industry lead-
ers, many of whom opposed health reform in the past. Monday, I met with 
some of these health care stakeholders, and they pledged to do their part to reduce 
the health care spending growth rate, saving more than two trillion dollars over the next ten 
years -- around $2,500 for each American family. Then on Tuesday, leaders from some of 
America’s top companies came to the White House to showcase innovative ways to reduce 
health care costs by improving the health of their workers. 

Now the House and Senate are beginning a critical debate that will determine the health of 
our nation’s economy and its families. This process should be transparent and inclusive and 
its product must drive down costs, assure quality and affordable health care for everyone, 
and guarantee all of us a choice of doctors and plans. 

Reforming health care should also involve you. Think of other people who may want to stay 
up to date on health care reform and other national issues and tell them to join us here: 

http://www.whitehouse.gov/EmailUpdates 

Health care reform can’t come soon enough. 
We spend more on health care than any coun-
try, but families continue to struggle with sky-
rocketing premiums and nearly 46 million are with-
out insurance entirely. It is a priority for the American 
people and a pillar of the new foundation we are seeking to 
build for our economy. 

We’ll continue to keep you posted about this and other impor-
tant issues. 

Thank you,    See More Inside
Barack Obama
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President’s Message
Our June Fashion Show and Scholarship Luncheon is just around the corner and we need every 
member to take part to make this successful. This is a joint effort by the Ways and Means Com-
mittee and our Scholarship Committee. (See Ad)

It has long been a tradition of the South Brevard Democratic Women’s Club to give a High 
School Senior a scholarship from our organization.  It is a rewarding and joyful experience to 
give some young person a contribution to their educational expenses.  We are hopeful of making 
this a very nice event and incorporate one of our traditional fund raisers as entertainment.  We 
need all of our members to get as many “one dollar donations” for the drawing on the $150.00 
Visa Gift Card as possible.  It takes one thousand of these to cover the cost of the scholarship, dinner for the 
recipient and guest, and the Visa gift Card. We still have packets of these tickets for the donations available.  
Jodi James has graciously volunteered to organize an event program and we need to sell ads for it, so please do 
your best to sell an ad or be a patron for the program.  Please call me at 773-2949 for information.

With our Region VI having the state convention we are going to have some extra expenses also.  We want this 
to be a great convention and your support at this event is a first step.  The Crowne Plaza is serving this luncheon 
in their ballroom and is setting everything up for a successful fashion show for our models. We will use the 
money from the Blue Donkey Sale and any profit from the luncheon to be applied to convention costs.  You can 
drop off your donkey sale item by my house and pick up any tickets you need at the same time. We are having 
several of our new members model in the fashion show so we can use this opportunity to get to know them and 
have them become more familiar with our Club.  Please come out and have fun with us and show your support 
for the Ways and Means Committee, our Scholarship Committee, our new members and our state convention! 

The South Brevard Democratic Women’s Club will have a Red, 
White and Blue Eye Candy Fashion Show and Scholarship Lun-
cheon 12:00 noon June 6, 2009 at the Crowne Plaza, 2605 High-
way A1A, N. Indialantic, 32903. We will have a fashion show 
featuring clothing from Bealls in Indian Harbour Beach with a 
patriotic theme as we ready ourselves for the Fourth of July. 

Please come out and join us for food, fashion, fun and frivolity 
as we award the Scholarship to Miss Allison Shockley , a senior 
at Melbourne High School, who will read her prize winning es-
say on citizen participation in democracy. Tickets for the event 
includes a wonderful luncheon prepared by the Crowne Plaza 
and cost $25.00. Tickets may be purchased by calling the club 
President Madeline Farley at 321-773-2949. Please buy a ticket 
and join us for this event.



Chief Financial Officer Alex Sink announces bid for governor
Sink, a moderate Democrat and former banking executive from Central Florida, 
is widely viewed as the party’s strongest contender to win the governor’s man-
sion in a decade.

Sink spent 28 years in the banking industry, rising to the presi-
dency of Bank of America’s Florida operations, a post she held for seven years. Sink, who 
announced her candidacy in a low-key written statement, said she would put her ``business 
experience and know-how to work restoring our economy, cut wasteful spending, crack down 
on financial fraud and reform state contracts.’

Sink is unlikely to face a serious challenger for the Democratic nomination. Her blend of business experience 
and moderate politics helped her handily defeat former Senate President Tom Lee for CFO in 2006, performing 
particularly well along the Interstate 4 corridor and in conservative North Florida. If Sink is elected, she would 
be Florida’s first female governor.

“A lot of people may not know her, but she’s not your typical politician,’’ said Democratic consultant Screven 
Watson. “She is an elected official that brings a known fund raising base and talent to the game. People like her. 
She doesn’t talk and act like a typical politician and at this day in time, that’s what people want.”

Crist bid widens Florida’s GOP rift
Marco Rubio (born May 28, 1971, Miami, Florida) is the former Speaker of the Florida 
House of Representatives,having served in the 2007 and 2008 Legislative sessions. He was 
first elected to the Florida House as a Republican on January 25, 2000, from the 111th dis-
trict. He was previously a City Commissioner from West Miami. He received his B.S. from 
the University of Florida in 1993 and his J.D. Cum Laude from the University of Miami in 
1996. While studying law, he interned for Congresswoman Ileana Ros-Lehtinen. 

Rubio is an underdog against Crist for the GOP Senate nomination, but a champion to many 
conservatives.  National GOP leaders, considering Crist more likely to win the general elec-
tion against a Democrat, already have endorsed Crist.  That includes Sen. John Cornyn of 
Texas, head of the party’s Senate campaign arm, the Republican National Senatorial Com-
mittee.

Party rules say the party must stay neutral in primaries unless all three members of the 
national committee from a state sign a letter authorizing the party to take sides. Party Chair-
man Jim Greer, a national committee member, and Paul Senft of Bartow, Florida’s national 

committeeman, have both signed the letter.

Greer said the letter is “simply a procedural matter” and would make little difference because the national com-
mittee already has endorsed Crist and has committed to helping him.  “All the Republican leadership is coming 
out almost daily supporting the governor, and the entity that has the financial resources, the RNSC, has already 
endorsed him and told the Crist campaign it will have their full support,” Greer said.

Either way this seems like good news for us Democrats as the GOP just can’t get its act together!  Too often the 
party simply pays way too much attention to the radical “core” when the nation is begging for some common 
sense and some common ground.



Editor’s Notes

In the next few weeks health care and whether the CIA was lying to Congress will prob-
ably take news precedence over any coverage of the Supreme Court.  The announced future 
Retirement of Justice David Souter has brought the right wing out in full force and we can 
see this in two recent attacks, which you will hear in Republican talking points.   The more 
humorous is that the right wing  is calling the current court a liberal,  judicial activist court.   
“Calling the current court liberal would be like calling Dick Cheney or Rush Limbaugh lib-
eral.” Justice John Paul Stevens has pointed out that “every judge who’s been appointed to 
the court since Lewis Powell has been more conservative than his or her predecessor,” with 
the possible exception of Justice Ginsburg. 

The Far Right justices have dumped or ignored 
precedents, with alarming frequency.  For example, 
the restrictive federal abortion ban upheld by the 
Roberts Court was essentially identical to one the 
Court had struck down before Roberts and Alito 
joined the bench.  Voting rights have also come un-
der attack.  The Roberts Court upheld the constitu-
tionality of the most restrictive voter ID law in the 
country, an Indiana law requiring people to present 
a currently valid, government-issued photo ID in 
order to vote.  This ruling kept many Americans 
from being able to go to the polls on Election Day 
and cast a vote.

A 5-4 Right Wing majority held that Lilly Ledbet-
ter should have sued within 180 days of the initial 

discriminatory conduct—even though she didn’t learn that she was being discriminated against for more than 
a decade.  After Keith Bowles was denied relief in federal district court, the judge informed him that he had 17 
days to file an appeal.  However, the rules really gave him only 14 days.  So when Bowles, relying on the federal 
judge, filed on day 16, a narrow 5-4 Supreme Court majority said that he had filed too late.  In so doing, the Court 
majority overruled clear and principled precedent that protected peo-
ple in his situation.  In dissent, Justice Souter correctly wrote that “it 
is intolerable for the judicial system to treat people this way, and there 
is not even a technical justification for this bait and switch.”

This is the court that ruled that patients injured by a defective medical 
device cannot sue for damages for violations of state common law 
if it was approved for marketing by the Food and Drug Administra-
tion and made to the agency’s specifications.  To reach this result, the 
Court had to interpret a federal law in a manner directly contrary to 
how its Senate sponsor said it was intended.

The danger from right-wing justices was clear in Boumediene v. 
Bush, a case related to the then-President’s claim of virtually unlim-
ited executive powers to conduct the war on terror.  The case involved 
the constitutionality of the Military Commissions Act of 2006, which 
eliminated federal court jurisdiction over habeas corpus claims by 
certain foreign detainees.  The Court rebuked President Bush’s vision 



of the presidency as an office of limitless power and declared that the president of a free nation cannot simply 
lock people up and throw away the key like some third-world dictator.  Chillingly, with Chief Justice Roberts 
and Justices Alito, Scalia, and Thomas dissenting, the case was decided by a single vote, 
5-4.  One more hard-right justice on the Court, and the decision would likely have 
gone the other way.

The next attack came when President Obama told reporters that his nominee would have 
among other characteristics “the quality of empathy” and immediately the right wing pounced on 
the term empathy.  The Right began immediately trying to transform one of the key strengths of 
a top-quality jurist – empathy – into a serious flaw. For example, Michael Steele has commented 
several times that “the President is looking to put Doctor Phil on the Court.”

A judge who is willfully blind to the  impact of the law on “the people” would be a throwback 
to the type of jurisprudence that once kept women from becoming lawyers, that kept blacks 
and whites in separate schools, that kept Japanese Americans in detention camps, and that 
kept gay men in constant fear of arrest and imprisonment.  No jurist committed to our core 
constitutional values can be without empathy.  Empathy cannot be viewed as a mark against 
a potential justice for the court.  That’s why it’s crucial to have justices who are committed 
to our core constitutional values of justice and equality under the law and empathy “of the 
people, by the people and for the people.” 

As our guest speaker at our May meeting Fred Markham gave an 
excellent Power Point presentation and explanation as to why we should all be out col-
lecting the Fair District petitions that have been distributed at our last few meetings.  
Markham explained that when the legislature passes a congressional or legislative re-
districting plan, it’s just like other legislation. All representatives and senators vote on 
the plan. The party that controls the legislature controls redistricting. The plan that 
gets the majority vote becomes the legislature’s plan. No matter which party has con-
trol of the legislature, that party’s main goal is to protect its majority and the seats of 
its incumbents. This is called partisan political gerrymandering. It is like allowing 
the fox to guard the henhouse!
Florida’s present system permits politicians to choose their voters instead of vot-
ers choosing their representatives. Legislators use sophisticated computers, voter 
registration data and past election returns to predict how particular voters will vote 
in the future. Then they choose which voters are most likely to vote for them and 
their party and place just enough of those voters in “safe” districts -- ones they 
are sure they can win. Those in charge also pack large numbers of unfavorable 
voters into a few districts so the unfriendly voters will have a chance to win in 
fewer districts.
 Fred, who is the Space Coast Progressive Alliance Clean Elections Coordinator, 
is passionate about this issue and more than happy to make a presentation to an 
audience.  You may contact him at markham.fred@gmail.com
We are hopeful that each member can get at least ten of the double petitions signed and 
returned to Frances Speegle, who can also supply you with more petitions if you need 
them.  We also want to extend a huge thank you and welcome to Lynda Markham who 
joined our club at that meeting, becoming our newest member.



Health Care

Recently  Republicans on Capitol Hill held a strategy summit on how to defeat key parts of the presi-
dent’s health care Republican pollster Frank Luntz  wrote a memo that laid out the Republican strategy: 
Pretend to support reform. Mislead Americans about the heart of Obama’s plan, the public health insurance 
option. Scare enough people to doom real reform. 

Since most people don’t know much about the public health care option, these lies could take root if we don’t 
fight back. This is information you need to share with your  friends and neighbors!

5 THINGS YOU NEED TO KNOW ABOUT OBAMA’S PUBLIC HEALTH INSURANCE OPTION 

The choice of a public health insurance plan is crucial to real health care reform. But right now, it’s being 
smeared by conservatives and insurance-industry front groups. Here’s what you really need to know: 

1. Choice, choice, choice. If the public health insurance option passes, Americans will be able to choose be-
tween their current insurance and a high-quality, government-run plan similar to Medicare. If you like your 
current care, you can keep it. If you don’t—or don’t have any—you can get the public insurance plan. 

2. It will be high-quality coverage with a choice of doctors. Government-run plans have a track record of inno-
vating to improve quality, because they’re not just focused on short-term profits. And if you choose the public 
plan, you’ll still get to choose your doctor and hospital. 

Excerpts from the President’s announcement
5/12/2009

“In the coming weeks and months, Congress will be engaged in the difficult issue of how best to reform health 
care in America. I’m committed to building a transparent process where all views are welcome. But I’m also 
committed to ensuring that whatever plan we design upholds three basic principles: First, the rising cost of 
health care must be brought down; second, Americans must have the freedom to keep whatever doctor and 
health care plan they have, or to choose a new doctor or health care plan if they want it; and third, all Americans 
must have quality, affordable health care.

These are principles that I expect to see upheld in any comprehensive health care reform bill that’s sent to my 
desk -- I mentioned it to the groups that were here today. It’s reform that is an imperative for America’s eco-
nomic future, and reform that is a pillar of the new foundation we seek to build for our economy; reform that 
we can, must, and will achieve by the end of this year.

Ultimately, the debate about reducing costs -- and the larger debate about health care reform itself -- is not just 
about numbers; it’s not just about forms or systems; it’s about our own lives and the lives of our loved ones. 
And I understand that. As I’ve mentioned before during the course of the campaign, my mother passed away 
from ovarian cancer a little over a decade ago. And in the last weeks of her life, when she was coming to grips 
with her own mortality and showing extraordinary courage just to get through each day, she was spending too 
much time worrying about whether her health insurance would cover her bills. So I know what it’s like to see a 
loved one who is suffering, but also having to deal with a broken health care system. I know that pain is shared 
by millions of Americans all across this country.

And that’s why I was committed to health care reform as a presidential candidate; that’s why health care reform 
is a key priority to this presidency; that’s why I will not rest until the dream of health care reform is finally 
achieved in the United States of America.”

Speaker of the House Nancy Pelosi responded, pledging to bring real healthcare reform to a vote by July 
31st.



3. We’ll all save a bunch of money. The public health insurance option won’t have to spend money on things 
like CEO bonuses, shareholder dividends, or excessive advertising, so it’ll cost a lot less. Plus, the private plans 
will have to lower their rates and provide better value to compete, so people who keep their current insurance 
will save, too.

4. It will always be there for you and your family. A for-profit insurer can close, move out of the area, or just 
kick you off their insurance rolls. The public health insurance option will always be available to provide you 
with the health security you need. 

5. And it’s a key part of universal health care. No longer will sick people or folks in rural communities, or 
low-income Americans be forced to go without coverage. The public health insurance plan will be available 
and accessible to everyone. And for those struggling to make ends meet, the premiums will be subsidized by 
the government. 

Let your Senators Know you support the Presidents Health Care Reform. 
  Senator Bill Nelson  Senator Mel Martinez
  Phone: 202-224-5274  Phone: 202-224-3041

Region VI Works on the Convention
The focus of the recent Region meeting in Ti-
tusville was the approaching State Convention. 
Region chair Mary Greene asked everyone to 
work on selling ads for the convention program.  
The deadline for Convention ads is August 7th 
but  we are to get those in ASAP.  The impor-
tance of members buying ads for the program 
as well was emphasized.  A motion was moved, 
seconded and carried to purchase the outside back 
cover of the program, since we were the hosting 
Region.  South Brevard will come up with an ad 
for the back cover.  All clubs need to submit a 
silent auction item valued approximately $50.00 
and a regular auction item valued approximately 
$30.00.  Vendor tables are available for members 
for $30.00 a day and for non-members at $50.00 a day. 
 
 Workshops currently scheduled include -- 
  Tony Sasso giving the Legislative Process Workshop, 
  Carolyn Helms giving a workshop on the Basics of the DWC.
  Parliamentary Procedure with Kathleen Trued.
  New technology with Jodi James
  Wayne Ivey on Identify theft

Speakers confirmed for the event, at present, are Doris Weatherford, historian and author of several books on 
Women’s history and US Representative Suzanne Cosmos.  There is hope that Alex Sink may accept.

DWC members from all over the county gathered  at 
the Region VI Meeting held  at Denny’s Restaurant in 
Titusville. 



Club fund raiser
Check this Out!!!

Why Mommy is a 
Democrat and Why 

Daddy is a Democrat 
by Jeremy Zilber

Using plain and 
non-judgmental 

language, along with 
warm and whimsical 

illustrations.

The price is 
$10.00 each.  

Get your copies 
at any club 

meeting or by 
calling 

Artney Turner 
at 727-0215.

Legislative Report

LEGISLATIVE REPORT
(Edited from Internet Article by

Eric Jotkoff, Communications Director

Florida Democratic Party)

The budget that the Republican Legislature finalized a budget on May 
8, 2009, that included over $2 billion in new taxes and fees, reject-
ing hundreds of millions of dollars from President Obama’s recovery 
plan.

These are just a few highlights of the Republican legacy:

Forced local governments to lay off more teachers and first responders• 

Diminished Bright Futures Scholarships – meaning that some of Florida’s brightest • 
students may not be able to afford to go to our best colleges

Approved raising property taxes by over #300 million• 

Refused $440 million from President Obama’s recovery plan for Florida’s unem-• 
ployed

Taxed sportsmen and women millions of dollars by increasing fees on hunting and • 
fishing licenses

Reduced salaries of middle class state workers already suffering in the economy• 

Refused to close corporate tax loopholes• 

Passed all of it a week later after negotiating behind closed doors• 

This just scratches the surface.  In addition to billions in new fees and taxes, their record 
includes failed attempts to pass dramatic and draconian changes in our election system 

and drill for oil just three miles of Florida’s coast.

But, their legacy isn’t just about failed ideas, lists 
of cuts, or new taxes and fees – it is their lack of 
leadership when Floridians needed them most.  
In one of the worst economic times in genera-

tions, the Republicans went to Tallahassee without 
looking for creative solutions and simply took the 
easy way out.  

They left a legacy none of us can be proud of.  
While the Republicans raised taxes and fees, 

Democrats worked to save taxpayers mil-
lions by cutting Republican waste, fraud 
and abuse.  Our Democratic leaders are 
working hard with you to make smart 
choices and fight for Floridians when 

they need it most.



Scheduled Events

Next Meeting

Fashion Show
&

Scholarship
Luncheon

June 6
Crowne Plaza
2605 N A1A

Highway, Melbourne,
FL 32903

2009 DWCF
Convention,

September 24-27
Crowne Plaza
2605 N A1A

Highway, Melbourne,
FL 32903

Around Town
Take the DEC Out to the Ballgame
The Brevard Democrats are sponsoring a “Take the DEC Out to the Ballgame” evening, 
on Sunday, June 7, 2009.  It will take place on the Berm deck at Manatee Stadium, off 
Stadium Parkway, in west Viera, FL.  

The party starts at 5:00 PM, an hour prior to the 6:05 PM start of that evening’s ball 
game.  

They will have an All-You-Can-Eat picnic, with food service starting at 5 and continuing 
until the start of the 7th inning of the ball game.  The food includes: char-grilled ham-
burgers, rotisserie style BBQ chicken, plump and juicy hot dogs, potato chips, creamy 
cole slaw, fresh popped popcorn, carved watermelon, and assorted Coca-Cola products.  

The cost for all this is $35 per person, $120 for 4 tickets.  For those who would also like 
beer, beer tickets will be sold on the berm, at a reasonable cost. 

Hard Rock Casino Bus Trip
The Palm Bay Democratic Women’s Club is planning a bus trip Saturday June 13th to 
the Hard Rock Casino in Tampa.  If you have any interest in going, contact their club 
President Mary Ellen Pryor ASAP by May 23rd   

Photo Sale for the Environment
A Photo Sale will be held at the Lagoon House, 3278 Dixie Highway, off Rt 1 and Uni-
versity Blvd on June 20, 2009.  

Last year’s sale was a big success and the Environmental Committee is hoping this 
year’s will be even better, so we can again do a Scholarship for Environmental Studies 
at the banquet, and again give money to a worthy environmental group, this time the 
Marine Resources Council.

The Brevard Democratic Executive Committee is moving their 
office. The new Brevard DEC phone number, as of June 1, 2009, will be (321) 
305-5978. The new address will be 1103 W Hibiscus Blvd., Suite 402, Mel-
bourne, FL 32904.

A Tale of Two Carols
Carol Riley has added a new member to our club.  Her friend Carol 
Robitschek of Satellite Beach joined this month.  We can all meet her at the  
Fashion Show, because both Carols have already purchased their tickets!



Super MuleSuper Mule

“Barack Obama said that his Administration will not release the photographs of detainee 
abuse. Not because they don’t want to, but because they can’t get the password for Dick 
Cheney’s camera phone.” --Jimmy Fallon

“At the White House the other night, President Obama and First Lady Michelle Obama 
hosted a night of poetry and music featuring musicians, authors and poets, to which Presi-
dent Bush said, ‘Now, that’s torture.’” --Jay Leno

“Does this name ring a bell -- evil Dick Cheney? He’s in New York City. He’s on another 
one of his stops on his ‘Don’t Say I Didn’t Warn You Tour.’ And he is in New York City. 
And he has one of those crazy, embarrassing New York City moments. He’s driving in a cab. And it turns out 
the cabdriver is somebody Cheney had waterboarded. It was crazy.” --David Letterman

“To raise money for California, Governor Schwarzenegger says he’s willing to sell some of the state’s aging 
landmarks, like San Quentin Prison. So far, the only bid has come from Dick Cheney. Apparently, he wants to 
use it as a vacation home in the summer. ‘I can just relax in the atmosphere.’” --Craig Ferguson

“Do you remember the old guy who was running for president? John McCain. Remember him? And the gov-
ernor of Alaska, Sarah Palin. Remember Sarah Palin? That was a lot of fun, wasn’t it? Well, guess what? Sarah 

Palin has got a deal to write her memoir. 
Got a deal to write her memoir, yup. I be-
lieve it’s titled, ‘The Book to Nowhere.’” 
--David Letterman

“But in all fairness, Sarah Palin says she’s 
not writing the book by herself. She has 
hired a guy to help. Joe the Ghostwriter 
is helping her. Joe the Ghostwriter, that’s 
right.” --David Letterman

“Well, here’s what I’ve heard from Wash-
ington. The Republicans are downhearted. 
They’re disenchanted and they’re worried 

now, the Republicans, because they’re out of office, they’re out of power. The Republicans are worried that the 
image of the Republican Party is downbeat and angry. And I was thinking, well if you ask me, honestly, all the 
fun went out of the Republican Party when Arlen Specter left. Are you like me, do you kind of feel, all right, 
the party’s over!” --David Letterman

“Yeah, so the Republicans are angry. And I was thinking, well you know, the time to get angry might have been 
eight years ago, but that didn’t happen.” --David Letterman

“I am starting to really worry about the Republican Party. I mean, last week they lost Arlen Specter. You know 
who they lost this week? Joe the plumber. Joe the plumber is quitting the Republican Party. This is like the 
Grateful Dead losing stoners.” --Bill Maher

“Joe the plumber said at first he was flattered the Republicans were asking him for advice, and then one day, he 
remembered, he’s a moron.” --Bill Maher

“Dick Cheney was on the news this week, and he said that it would be a mistake for the Republicans to moder-
ate their policies. He said they should remain true to their core principles: gay bashing, war profiteering and 
torture.” --Bill Maher



Space Exploration?

The Journey must go on
Despite costs, US should continue human space exploration.

The United States was born because human beings are driven to explore the world around them. Christopher 
Columbus’ expedition discovered the Americas.

President Jefferson dispatched Lewis and Clark on a dangerous expedition to search for a northwest passage to 
the Pacific. And 40 years ago this July, an American named Neil Armstrong became the first human to set foot 
on another celestial body. Each of these grand voyages came at great public expense — and grave risk. But na-
tions undertook them.

In his 1962 speech at Rice University, President Kennedy reaffirmed America’s commitment to human ex-
ploration and discovery. He spoke eloquently of our need to solve the mysteries of the universe, while he also 
defended the expense of the new space program.  “The exploration of space will go ahead,” Kennedy said, 
“whether we join in it or not; and, it is one of the great adventures of all time; and, no nation which expects to 
be the leader of other nations can expect to stay behind in this race for space.” Let’s not forget those words. 

Back then, we had to decide whether to fall behind Russia. Today, we must decide whether to relinquish lead-
ership not just to Russia, but also to China, which put a probe on the moon in March and expects to launch a 
rover by 2012.

Besides leadership, President Kennedy knew that fulfilling the human desire to venture out in new directions 
would bring us amazing new advancements —and change for the better here on Earth.

 Indeed, our space voyages have given us the scientific, technological, medical and communications advance-
ments Kennedy envisioned. To name just a few of the more mundane: shock-absorbing athletic shoes; fire-
resistant material; weather-forecasting equipment; and scratch-resistant lenses.

Our modern-day expeditions also have given us iconic heroes: men and women who put their lives on the line 
for the benefit of all of us. 

I’m sure President Obama understands all this. He knows why we, as a people, must continue to explore our 
universe; why it is worth the cost. I believe that’s why the president has committed to finishing all nine space 
shuttle missions, regardless of how long it takes; and, to make full use of the International Space Station. 

This is a step in the right direction, but down the road, the administration’s proposed budget does not match 
what candidate Obama said about the future of our space program when he visited Florida during his cam-
paign last year.

Still, the White House assures me his budget numbers are subject to change, pending a review the president 
has ordered of NASA — a review that I’ve insisted must include jobs in Central Florida. 

Given the realities of these hard economic times, Brevard County, our state and nation cannot afford to lose 
several thousand more jobs.

The NASA review, which should be finished in a few months, is an opportunity to nail down support for hu-
man spaceflight.

We cannot deny who and what we are. We always have been, and always will be, explorers and discoverers. 
Our great nation would not exist if it weren’t so.

Senator Bill Nelson
From Florida Today, May 10, 2009



You can find PDF copies of these news-
letters at www.sbdwcnewsletter.com/

www.hodadpix.com

www.southernladysgallery.com

Silhouette Hairlines
Bonnie

www.LEAP.cc

www.flcan.org

Geraldine Kapushy

Be an SBDWC Booster
Your ad will appear in the newsletter as well as in 
the archive at   http://sbdwcnewsletter.com where 
thousands can view it.  A link included in your ad 
will be “clickable” so as to send greater traffic to 
your site.
Help us find Boosters to cover the costs of printing 
our newsletter.  Cost for a one line listing is $20 
for 6 months or $35 for a year.  Cost for a two line 
listing is $30  for 6 months or $45  for a year,  ad-
ditional lines extra.

Contact pfarley_101@hotmail.com

Jackolyn Lombardo

Beach Side Mini Storage
321-773-0096

Madeline Farley

Cathy Stanton

Jane Feldman

Beach Side Ballroom Club
321-777-0001

Roberts & Associates
35 yrs. experience, Nan Roberts, Principal

Help your non-profit grow!
321-292-1965

Vera McGibney

Vicki Impoco


