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Our January SBDWC meeting was postponed a week due to the proximity of the 
New Year’s Holiday to the first Saturday.  Our meeting will be on Saturday Janu-
ary 10th at Memaw’s at 11:30 and will be a business meeting and planning session 
reviewing last year and looking forward to the future year.  Please try to attend as 
your input is valued by our organization.

The DWC State Executive Board Meeting Is Saturday, January 24, 2014 at 9:00 
AM-3:30 PM at the Cocoa Beach Hilton.  
Would you like to attend an Executive board meeting?  This is your opportunity.
                                             
SATURDAY LUNCH PURCHASE DEADLINE BY END OF BUSINESS MON-
DAY JANUARY 12, 2015.  Be respectful to the Treasurer and have luncheon check 
or money order in her hands before deadline of JANUARY 12, 2015. Make checks 
or money orders for $25.00 payable to DWCF and mail to Carol King, Treasurer, 
35445 Highland Drive, Eustis, FL 32736. Lunch will be a vegetarian and non-veg-
etarian buffet of salads, soups, rolls, iced tea and lemonade. If you have specific 
dietary needs, please contact Sandra Cogley Brown at 850-628-4031 or sandracog-
leybrown@aol.com
There WILL be a lunch speaker.



Patricia Farley Crutcher
President

Looking Back--

January is always a time I use to reflect over the previous year.  For our club it has been a year of 
certainly some major highs and lows.
Our low sad days involved the loss of several of our members, including Eulalie Copeland, Betty 
Neylon, Cathy Stanton and our beloved past State President Janie Holman. Several of our members 
lost immediate family members and we grieve with them as they continually deal with their losses 
also.  Election Day—both primary and general brought with it poor results for those who worked 
for specific candidates as Florida returned a heavily Republican Legislature and governor to Talla-
hassee and did not get the necessary 60% on medical marijuana to pass.
Highlights include our magnificent Cookbook “Democratic Delights” that we created and which received a great 
deal of press coverage.   We had a grand membership Tea with Dr. Leesa Souto from the Marine Resources Council, 
Champagne and Chocolate Affair and a memorable Fashion show with Famous Sheros.  Our club participated in Tally 
Days, tabled at the LGBT caucus, built a float for the July 4th parade, and sent a large number of delegates to the 
DWC Convention.  Our year ended with our club having the state president Maureen McKenna as guest of honor at 
our Holiday Party.
Looking Forward—
We plan, we access our strengths and weaknesses and we move forward.  We hold great responsibility with our Re-
gion being organizers of  the next DWC State convention.  We are already planning Tally Days in Tallahassee and our 
January Quarterly meeting at the Cocoa Beach Hilton, where we will hold the September 2015 convention.  We need 
money, and we need sponsors and workers and I am sure we will do a fantastic job. We have great dynamic women in 
our organization—many are leaders within our own club and many are leaders in other organizations.
Concerns for our Immediate Future—
We need to plan our annual agenda and budget. 
Our own Democratic Executive Committee will be holding an election at their next meeting to decide upon a Chair-
person.  Michelle Paccione was elected in November, but decided to resign due to health reasons leaving the position 
again vacant.  Several of our members are DEC members and I urge you to be present at the next meeting to vote for 
someone who can effectively lead the Democratic Party in Brevard.
At the state level look for major bills that will be involved in “Common Core” implementation re-named Florida 
Standards to play down the negative hype the name has received.  Bills involving fracking regulations, dog racing 
and bills pushing union busting in Florida have already been discussed.  We will need you to call, visit, and write our 
Representatives in Tallahassee.

At the last Region meeting the following was discussed and decided regarding the 2015 Convention:

1.      Mary Green volunteered to be in charge of the Banner Parade

2.      The fee for vender tables would be $50 per day for members and $75 per day for non-members, and we would     
try hard to not get more than one vender who sold the same type of 
items.

3.      We would attempt to sell a “DWCF” pin for $29.00 as a conven-
tion fundraiser.

4.      We would investigate and most likely follow the same sponsor-
ship levels as previous conventions.

5.      The 4th Monday evening 6:30-8:30 of each month beginning in January we would have a meeting of the conven-
tion committee—location to be determined—we would try to get the DEC office.

6.      It was suggested that we see if we can raise the convention registration fee.



LEGISLATIVE CHAIR/Legislative Liaison Report - Milly Krause
As we begin preparing for the 2015 Florida Legislative Session, which begins on March 3, 
2015, a number of DWCF Members spoke to our Brevard Legislative Delegation on December 
18th regarding issues and a number of our members were there in the audience to support us.  
Thank you to all who supported us.  Jodi James spoke for Florida Can on Medical Marijuana. 
Terry Sanders spoke for NOW on upcoming legislative priorities.  Anna Eskamani spoke for 
Planned Parenthood for support.  Milly Krause spoke for DWCF on ERA Ratification. Florida 
Today followed up with an article on the meeting and Milly was highlighted in the article.  Read 
on - http://www.floridatoday.com/story/news/local/2014/12/18/florida-legislators-get-constitu-
ents-wish-lists/20616907/  Please contact your local legislative delegation often.  Contact Information follows:
Brevard Legislative Delegation Contact Information –   
 
Florida 2014 Senate Directory - 
http://www.flsenate.gov/PublishedContent/ADMINISTRATIVEPUBLICATIONS/sdir.pdf 
Senate President- 
Senator Andy Gardiner -   
Orlando Office - (407) 428-5800 – Tally Office - (850) 487-5013  
email – gardiner.andy.web@flsenate.gov       
website - http://www.flsenate.gov/Senators/s13 
Senator Thad Altman – Brevard Delegation Chair 
Cape Canaveral Office – (321) 868-2132 -- Tally Office - (850) 487-5016–  
email - altman.thad.web@flsenate.gov -   
website -  http://www.flsenate.gov/Senators/s16 
House 2014 Directory – 
http://www.myfloridahouse.gov/FileStores/Web/HouseContent/Approved/ClerksOffice/HouseDirectory.pdf 
House Speaker –  
Rep. Steve Crisafulli –   
Merritt Island Office- Phone: (321) 449-5111 – Tally Office - (850) 717-505  
email – Steve.Crisafulli@myfloridahouse.gov   
website- http://www.myfloridahouse.gov/Sections/Representatives/details.aspx?MemberId=4448&LegislativeTerm
Id=86  
Rep. Ritch Workman -  Brevard Delegation Vice-Chair 
Melbourne Office - (321) 757-7019 – Tally Office - (850) 717-5052  
email – Ritch.Workman@myfloridahouse.gov  
website http://www.myfloridahouse.gov/Sections/Representatives/details.aspx?MemberId=4446&LegislativeTerm
Id=86 
Rep. Tom Goodson -   
Titusville Office - (321) 383-5151 – Tally Office -  (850) 717-5050  
email-  Tom.Goodson@myfloridahouse.gov  
website - http://www.myfloridahouse.gov/Sections/Representatives/details.aspx?MemberId=4500&LegislativeTerm
Id=86 
Rep. John Tobia –  
Melbourne Beach Office –  (321) 984-4848 – Tally Office -(850) 717-5053   
email – John.Tobia@myfloridahouse.gov   
website-http://www.myfloridahouse.gov/Sections/Representatives/details.aspx?MemberId=4447&LegislativeTerm
Id=86 
This year DWCF will be having both Tally Days and inviting members from all our clubs in Florida to visit our 
legislators during session.  Please see the Tally Days flyer in this newsletter.  
May 2015 be the year ERA is ratified in Florida.



SAVE THE DATES!! 
TALLY DAYS: MONDAY, MARCH 30 and  

TUESDAY,  MARCH 31, 2015 
(Arrive Sunday, March 29th for the Board Meeting and 

prepare for Lobby Days EARLY Monday!) 
 

Four Points Sheraton Downtown Tallahassee 
316 West Tennessee Street 

 Call  1-850-422-0071 to reserve a room. 
 You must say you are from  Democratic 
 Women's Club of Florida when making 

 reservation   

Reserve at  $129 per room double occupancy at 
 https://www.starwoodmeeting.com/StarGroupsWeb/res?id=1406189141&key=22FD963C 

Hotel reservation deadline:  3/14/2015 at 5 PM EST 

Event registration deadline: 3/23/2015   Cost per attendee TBD 

No walk-ins can be accepted 

Each club is to bring a drawing gift worth a minimum of $25  

The hotel is ADA compliant and accessible. The hotel has complimentary parking on a 
first come first serve basis. Valet parking is available for $5.00 per day and $10.00 
overnight. Please contact hotel to arrange for bus parking. Indicate you are from the 
Democratic Women's Club of Florida.  

This is a great opportunity to learn first-hand  about Florida legislative issues and 
advocacy.  In the past, attendees have left DWCF Tally Days feeling educated and 
inspired to fight that good fight!  

More information forthcoming.  Meanwhile... 

SAVE THE DATES!! 

 



Scheduled Events

Next Meeting
January 10th at 

Memaw’s
11:30

State Meeting
January 24th
Cocoa Beach 

Hilton

Tally Days
March 30th-31st

I certainly hope you managed to make it to our Holiday 
party.  We were honored to have DWC state President 
Maureen McKenna as our special guest.  I want to thank 
everyone who participated in making the event a success 
and they were numerous.  It seemed as if everyone who 
attended, and even some who didn’t sent food and items 
for the Blue Donkey sale and auction.  The food and the 
auction items were both abundant and excellent in qual-
ity.  It really was impressive! As your president I must 
say that I really appreciated the number of individuals 
who volunteered and showed up to help set up and clean 
up at the end.
I want to especially thank Madeline Farley and Mary 
Hopkins for organizing the food and also Bonnie Ollinger 
for food set up.   Thank you Mary Lou Previti and Terry 
Sanders for taking charge of the Blue Donkey and doing 
such a great job with it.
Thank you to all!  I hope you enjoyed it.



As we brace ourselves for the next legislative session in Tallahassee, Senate Pres-
ident Andy Gardiner has stated that the amount of student testing, which has been 
highly criticized will come up for some discussion.  Teacher and parent groups 
say Florida public school students are spending too much time taking – and get-
ting ready for - assessments.

Now, Senate President Andy Gardiner says lawmakers will likely hold hearings to review the amount of testing 
being done. Gardiner seems to be very much in favor of “measurable goals,” and thinks the legislature will support 
the testing.  Gardiner says he believes in testing and accountability, but he’s also heard from voters that may have 
legitimate concerns.

“You have to start with defining testing,” Gardiner said. “You know, is preparing for a test that the state mandates 
considered testing?”

Yes, according to the statewide teacher’s union, who have documented that schools have 80-100 days of testing 
built into the annual program. Florida is switching to new state tests that are designed to fit the math and language 
arts standards known as Common Core. Districts are doing a lot of prep work getting students ready to take the new 
tests for the first time in March.  These tests were not tested in Florida.   It is also important to note that most school 
districts still do not have the necessary number of computers and band width to actually do the testing mandated 
by the accountability system.  Students sit in front of computers which are not working for hours at a time when 
the computers go down.  

Could Florida become the next frontier for fracking? Environmentalists, who are already concerned about the 
state’s fragile water supply, fear that it could, and this week they’re trying to get out ahead of the situation before 
the 2015 Legislative session begins in Tallahassee.

Two bills are expected to be proposed on Fracking in Florida.  One by the League of Women Voters of Orange 
County outlines extensive regulations on the practice of fracking in the state. According to Chuck O’Neal of the 
League of Women Voters, Florida has plenty of rules on the books that apply to oil and gas drilling, but it currently 
has no regulations specific to fracking. The draft bill, which they are now taking to legislators in hope of finding a 
sponsor, was written based on rules in place in other states that regulate the practice. It would lay out when, where 
and how companies would be permitted to engage in fracking in Florida, and it would also give local governments 
the right to completely ban the practice in their counties and cities.

The other fracking bill expected to be introduced during the 2015 legislative session is being sponsored by state 
Sen. Darren Soto, and it would completely ban fracking in the state. According to Soto, he’s concerned about the 
potential for fracking to pollute Florida’s water supply, and he simply doesn’t think it belongs here.

The two bills are not at odds with one another – as O’Neal points out, a moratorium on fracking could be lifted at 
any time, and if that were to happen, having those comprehensive regulations in place would be key.



Super Mule

“In Washington, the U.S. House passed a bill unanimously. Every single member of both par-
ties voted for it. What was it? To deny Social Security benefits to Nazis. So from now on, no 
SS for the SS.” –Craig Ferguson 
 
“I saw that on Small Business Saturday, the president went shopping at a bookstore and bought 

17 books, including “The Laughing Monsters,” “Being Mortal,” and “Heart of Darkness.” Or as the cashier 
put it, “You OK, man? Maybe a little ‘Chicken Soup for the Presidential Soul?’” –Jimmy Fallon

“This is official today. China has surpassed the U.S. and now has the No. 1 economy in the world. After hear-
ing this, China’s children asked, ‘So now can we take a lunch break?’” –Conan O’Brien 
 
“The birthrate in the United States is at an all-time low. Whereas our death rate is still holding strong at 100 
percent.” –Jimmy Kimmel

“President Obama went to the hospital because of a sore throat, but it turned out to be acid reflux. Some say 
it was an overreaction, but then Obama said, ‘Uh, did YOU have to spend the last few months hugging Ebola 
people? Call me when that happens and we’ll see if I over-reacted.’” –Jimmy Fallon

“Every year Americans spend millions of dollars on Christmas gifts for their pets, which makes no sense to 
me. Your pet doesn’t know it’s Christmas. In fact, your pet doesn’t even know it’s a pet, so giving your cat a 
sweater is about as useful as giving your microwave a hat.” –Jimmy Kimmel 
 
“Umpire Dale Scott recently became the first major league umpire to come out as gay. Well, he says he’s out, 
but another ump said he was safe, so now we have to wait to see what the replay says.” –Jimmy Fallon 
 
“Scientists say they’re getting closer to developing a pill to replace exercising. Americans heard this and said 
that it better come in cool ranch flavor.” –Conan O’Brien 
 
“This week Apple stores are holding free computer programming classes for children. Or as that’s called in 
China, a job fair.” –Conan O’Brien 
 
“A flight headed from San Francisco to Phoenix had to make an emergency landing in L.A. today after a pas-
senger gave birth midflight. The parents called the birth a miracle while the airline called it a second carry-
on.” –Seth Meyers

President Obama was talking about the new report on CIA interrogation techniques and praised our country’s 
ability to quote, ‘face our imperfections, make changes, and do better.’ Which sounds less like a speech on 
torture and more like the comments on a kindergartner’s report card.” –Jimmy Fallon 
 
“Jeb Bush’s brother Neil said that their mother has ‘come around’ to the idea of Jeb running for president 
in 2016. Because if there’s anything that says you’re qualified to be president, it’s your own mom saying, ‘I 
guess you could do it.’” –Jimmy Fallon 
 
“Time magazine announced its person of the year. It’s health workers who treat Ebola. That’s a person of the 
year. Time magazine told the health workers, ‘No need to pick up your award, we’ll mail it to you.’” –Conan 
O’Brien 
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Become an SBDWC Booster
Your ad will appear in the newsletter as well as in 
the archive at   http://sbdwcnewsletter.com where 
thousands can view it.  A link included in your ad 
will be “clickable” so as to send greater traffic to 
your site.
Help us find Boosters to cover the costs of printing 
our newsletter.  Cost for a one line listing is $20 
for 6 months or $35 for a year.  Cost for a two line 
listing is $30  for 6 months or $45  for a year,  ad-
ditional lines extra.

Contact pfarley_101@hotmail.com

You can find archived PDF copies of 
these our newsletters at

www.sbdwcnewsletter.com/

Our sincere Thoughts and Prayers 
are extended to all the US troops 

stationed in Afghanistan, Iraq, 
around the world and also to their 

families everywhere.  
We pray for the safe return of the 

troops, a speedy end to the war and 
the wisdom of our leaders to guide 

us in this conflict.


