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As your President I want to thank the Treasurer Artney Turner and the members of the 
Executive board who spent a great deal of time reviewing the figures and going over the 
budget with me to come up with the following proposal for the 2015 year.  There are 
increases over last year in the amount of $4500 and this relates to convention expenditures 
and AV equipment, which I feel we need for our organization.  Please remember also that 
we follow a policy that we do not spend more than we make.  Passage of this budget will 
allow us to spend this amount in the allocated categories only if we can do the fundraising 
necessary to have the money to spend.  We actually did not spend all the money allocated 
for last year in most categories, because we were projecting higher membership numbers, as 
we are continuing to do this year.

We have a large number of cookbooks to sell and this is inventory. $2000 of this budget is 
for merchandise for resale, which will be inventory and a fundraising opportunity.

Last year’s budget was based on 100 members and our expenditures in most categories 
would be in line with the 78 members that we averaged.  

Regarding the AV equipment, it would be nice if we had a screen and a projector for our 
own use.  Rental fees on these items are outrageous. Convention expenditures could be for 
sponsorships for particular things, special ads in the journal, items in the bag plus a variety 
of ideas you may have.  
We will be presenting the following budget for club approval at the February meeting:

Future meetings
Our next meeting is on February 7th, 11:30 at Memaw’s as usual, and 
at this meeting we will ask for approval of our annual budget as printed in 
this newsletter. 
Our March 7th meeting will be devoted to guest speaker ACLU represen-
tative Joyce Hamilton Henry who will address the group regarding rights 
restoration.  Tally Days is coming up soon so make sure you let us know 
if you plan on attending. The Florida Legislature needs to see us there and 
know we are actively involved.  
Another special event and fundraiser is our Mad Hatter’s Ball, which is designed in re-
sponse to several requests to “do something because we are all mad and upset” over the po-
litical environment.  Checkout the flyer page and get more information at our next meetings.  
This will be a great event you will not want to miss.  
In April we will move our meeting to April 11th because of Easter Weekend.  On the 11th we 
will have our Membership Tea at the Irene Canova Community Building in Indian Harbor 
Beach.  More details later on this event. Start thinking now of someone you can invite to 
become a member.



SBDWC – 2015 Proposed Budget Appropriations

(Based on a projected goal of 100 members by June 2014)

Membership Retention
Guest Lunches -$20.00 x 5 Speakers/ special guests   $100.00

Newsletters -$1.00 per person per month
(1 x 12 x 100 members)                     $1200.00      
  
Sunshine Obligation (cards/ postage)    $30.00

Bereavement Fund      $70.00

Membership event- - 100 people (10 per person)                       $1000.00

SUBTOTAL…………………………………………………$2400.00 

Community Outreach
Parades MLK - July 4th - Veteran’s Day, 
Puerto Rican Day, Christmas                                                       $500.00 
   
Table Rental to Promote Club                      $150.00

Merchandising Expenses      $2000.00

Miscellaneous Expenses   (forum / venues)                       $1000.00

SUBTOTAL - ………………………………………………     $3650.00  

Public Education
AV Equipment                                                                             $1600.00
Added Newsletter Pages $1.00 (100 members x 12 months)  $1200.00

SUBTOTAL ……….…………………………………………  $2800.00   

Club Obligations
State Dues Membership (100 x $7.00)      $700.00

Region Dues Membership (100 x $2.00)    $200.00

Convention Registration $40 x 22 (includes 2 alternates)          $880.00
Ad Journal Requests      $500.00

Misc. Printing                                                                              $350.00
Misc. Convention Expenses                                                        $1000.00
Convention Fundraiser
(The club should invest $200 for the champagne.)                  $200        
SUBTOTAL …………………………………………………   $3830.00

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
2015 Proposed Expenses            $12680.00

Scheduled Events
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Legislative Session Begins March 3 – Milly Krause DWCF Leg. Chair
Tally Days will be held on March 30th and 31st.  For those who have never attended Tally Days, 
this is an excellent opportunity to learn about how Tallahassee works.  You will have the chance 
to meet and lobby your legislators, participate in hearings, attend the DWCF Press Conference 
and bond with your members across the state.  Please 
read the Tally Days Flyer in this newsletter.  For more information, contact Milly Krause, DWCF 
Legislative Chair at millyERA@gmail.com 
It’s time to spring into action.  Add your legislators’ numbers to your phone contacts so you can 
quickly spring to action.  Three issues require your attention and increased awareness in the form 
of phone calls:  Fracking, Abortion & ERA. 
HYDRAULIC FRACKING – call the following committee chairs to support the anti- fracking bill, which has been 
referred to 4 committees.
Call each committee chair that follows and pledge your support of the Hydraulic Fracking Bill SB 0166 by Senator 
Darren Soto and Senator Dwight Bullard.  Ask to move the bill out of committee to prevent fracking in Florida.
-----Environmental, Preservation & Conservation 
Chair – Sen. Charlie Dean - (850) 487-5005 
-----Commerce & Tourism – Chair – Sen. Nancy Detert - (850) 487-5028 
-----Community Affairs – Chair – Sen. Wilton Simpson -  (850) 487-5018  
-----Fiscal Policy – Chair – Sen. Anitere Flores - (850) 487-5037
The following are press releases on SB 1066, Hydraulic Fracking
News Release: Florida Senate Democratic Office 
December 2, 2014 
TALLAHASSEE – State Senators Darren Soto (D-Orlando) and Dwight Bullard (D-Miami) on Tuesday filed legis-
lation to ban fracking in Florida to protect the state’s water supply, environment and robust tourism economy. 
“Florida is home to scenic beaches, wonderful springs and the legendary Everglades. This natural beauty, in turn, 
fosters a strong tourism industry, annually attracting many new residents to our shores. It must be preserved” said 
Senator Soto. “We Floridians also get the vast majority of our water supply from ground water through the Florid-
ian Aquifer. This critical water source must be protected from pollution to assure ample, clean water for future 
generations.” 
“Just last month, Floridians overwhelmingly supported protecting our natural resources and the environment,” said 
Senator Bullard. “This bill reinforces the people’s will by banning an operation dangerous to both.”
The controversy over fracking began earlier this year after the discovery of one company’s oil fracking operations 
in the fragile Everglades region. On Tuesday, news reports revealed that Florida Power & Light is now attempting 
to enter into the natural gas fracking business in Oklahoma. The lawmakers want to preempt any such attempts here 
in Florida.
The Soto/Bullard fracking ban would apply to all hydraulic fracturing activities. The legislation has been filed for 
the 2015 legislative session which begins in March.
News Release: Associated Press 
December 2, 2014
TALLAHASSEE, Fla. (AP) -- Florida Power & Light wants to charge its customers $750 million annually so it can 
get into the natural gas fracking business.
The state’s largest utility asked a state regulatory board Monday for permission to form a partnership with an Okla-
homa company. It says the investment would help it stabilize fuel prices and save its customers money in the long 
haul. 
Opponents include the state’s largest commercial electricity users. They argued that the natural gas wells may not 
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produce enough natural gas to justify the expense and warned against the possible environmental problems caused 
by fracking. 
ABORTION -January 22, 2015 marked the 41st Anniversary of Roe vs Wade but the onslaught against abortion in 
its many forms and tactics continues.  Two Anti-abortion bills have been submitted as follows:
House Bill 147: Admitting Privileges is a type of TRAP (Targeted Regulations of Abortion Providers) legislation 
filed in the Florida House. The bill would severely restrict access to safe and legal abortion by requiring providers 
to obtain admitting privileges at a local hospital which does nothing to increase the health and safety of patients. 
We have seen a record number of these types of bills filed and passed across the country since 2011. Many of the 
admitting privileges laws are currently in the courts with legal challenges.  Call the two following committee chairs 
to stop this bill.
-Health Quality Subcommittee–Chair –Rep. Cary Pigman - (850) 717-5055 -Health & Human Services – Chair – 
Rep. Jason Brodeur- (850) 717-5028 
House Bill 247: Titled the “Florida for Life Act” would essentially institute an all-out ban on abortion in the State 
of Florida.  Filed by Representative Charles Van Zant (R-19), there would be no exceptions for survivors of rape, 
sexual assault or incest, nor any exception for fetal anomaly, and only very limited exceptions for the life of the 
woman and narrowly defined medical emergencies.  There are no committee referrals at this time.
ERA-The quest for the America Dream of true equality continues.  The ERA Bill has been filed once again by Sen. 
Arthenia Joyner (SCR 88) & Rep. Lori Berman (HCR 8001) – Call & ask to move ERA out of committee and onto 
the house & senator floor to vote for equality for all Americans.
HOUSE COMMITTEES TO CALL–Note Brevard Delegation Rep. Ritch Workman 
--Local & Federal Affairs Com. – Chair – Rep. Dennis Baxley - (850) 717-5023  
--Judiciary Committee – Chair – Rep. Charles McBurney - (850) 717-5016 
--Rules, Calendar & Ethics Com – Rep. Ritch Workman - (850) 717-5052 
 
SENATE COMMITTEES TO CALL  
--Judiciary Committee – Sen. Miguel Diaz - (850) 487-5040  
--Commerce – Sen. Nancy Detert - (850) 487-5028  
--Rules – Sen. David Simmons - (850) 487-5010 
YOUR CALLS  WILL MAKE THE DIFFERENCE – MAKE YOUR VOICE HEARD.

SAVE THE DATES!! 
TALLY DAYS: MONDAY, MARCH 30 and  

TUESDAY,  MARCH 31, 2015 
(Arrive Sunday, March 29th for the Board Meeting and 

prepare for Lobby Days EARLY Monday!) 
 

Four Points Sheraton Downtown Tallahassee 
316 West Tennessee Street 

 Call  1-850-422-0071 to reserve a room. 
 You must say you are from  Democratic 
 Women's Club of Florida when making 

 reservation   

Reserve at  $129 per room double occupancy at 
 https://www.starwoodmeeting.com/StarGroupsWeb/res?id=1406189141&key=22FD963C 

Hotel reservation deadline:  3/14/2015 at 5 PM EST 

Event registration deadline: 3/23/2015   Cost per attendee TBD 

No walk-ins can be accepted 

Each club is to bring a drawing gift worth a minimum of $25  

The hotel is ADA compliant and accessible. The hotel has complimentary parking on a 
first come first serve basis. Valet parking is available for $5.00 per day and $10.00 
overnight. Please contact hotel to arrange for bus parking. Indicate you are from the 
Democratic Women's Club of Florida.  

This is a great opportunity to learn first-hand  about Florida legislative issues and 
advocacy.  In the past, attendees have left DWCF Tally Days feeling educated and 
inspired to fight that good fight!  

More information forthcoming.  Meanwhile... 

SAVE THE DATES!! 

 





Rick Scott’s Scandals
Gerald Bailey fired for refusing to do Scott’s bidding
Ousted Florida Department of Law Enforcement commissioner Gerald Bailey 
claims he resisted repeated efforts by Gov. Rick Scott and his top advisers to 
falsely name someone a target in a criminal case, hire political allies for state 
jobs and intercede in an outside investigation of a prospective Scott appointee. 
Bailey says former Scott chief of staff Adam Hollingsworth pressured him to claim that the acting clerk of court in 
Orange County, Colleen Reilly, was the target of an FDLE criminal inquiry after two prison inmates used forged 
papers from the clerk’s office to plot an escape from the Franklin Correctional Institution. The 2013 case embar-
rassed the prison system under Scott’s control.
But there was one problem, Bailey said. It wasn’t true, and he told Hollingsworth that.
“The most shocking thing was being ordered to target another individual without any justification,” Bailey said. “I 
don’t know why this woman was in the cross hairs.”
The start of Scott’s second term has been thrown into disarray by the Bailey fiasco, as the former FDLE chief 
publicly called Scott a liar last week for claiming he resigned.
According to Bailey, Scott personally asked him if he could “bring in for a landing” an out-of-state investigation 
of a Miami businessman Scott wanted to appoint to a powerful state board. Bailey declined to identify the busi-
nessman.
The Times/Herald has confirmed that the FDLE conducted two criminal background checks in 2012 and 2013 on 
Bernard Klepach, 53, the owner of duty-free shops and the mayor of Indian Creek Village, an affluent enclave in 
Miami-Dade County. He was under consideration for a vacancy on the Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation 
Commission. Klepach donated the maximum $25,000 to Scott’s first inauguration celebration in 2011.
After Scott’s appointments office requested the background checks on Klepach, the FDLE discovered he was 
under investigation in Los Angeles.
The Los Angeles district attorney was investigating whether Klepach’s employees and business associates and 

employees of those associates had been reimbursed for making $12,000 in 
contributions to the 2005 campaign of Los Angeles Mayor Antonio Villarai-
gosa, which could be money laundering. Klepach has not been charged with 
a crime.
David Folsom reports prison abuse and loses job
Gov. Rick Scott’s office did not stop the Department of Corrections from 
ousting investigator David Folsom from his job when he was calling atten-
tion to the agency’s failure to report widespread abuse by guards, but the 
governor’s staff was willing to help him find other work. 
According to the Miami Herald and Tampa Bay Times  the governor’s depu-
ty chief of staff Geoffrey Becker offered Folsom a job at the Department of 
Highway Safety, after the veteran investigator had been placed on paid leave 

without cause at DOC. 
During his nearly four years at the Department of Corrections, Folsom was deputy inspector general and chief of 
law enforcement. He investigated complaints of abuse by guards at state prisons and found at least 85 cases, many 
of which should have been reported to FDLE for alleged violations but were not, sources close to the investiga-
tions said.
The Republican Party of Florida has a new chairman.
Republican Party activists on Saturday rejected Gov. Rick Scott’s hand-picked chairwoman Leslie Dougher and 



elected state Rep. Blaise Ingoglia to lead the party.  Ingoglia, defeated Leslie Dougher, who took over the party eight 
months ago with Scott’s endorsement. Ingoglia previously served as the state party’s vice chairman and last year was 
elected to the state House. He was elected on a second ballot after none of the four candidates for chairman received 
a majority of votes on the first ballot.
Most Reporters are saying it is because Republican are leaving Scott like rats on a sinking ship with the scandals be-
coming public.  Others say it is because they support and want Florida to support Jeb Bush and Rubio in the Presiden-
tial Election and Scott’s group has to many ties to Jindal, Perry and Christie.Melissa Sellers and the “Louisiana Mafia.” 
Adam Smith reports that is the nickname for the team of advisers Gov. Rick Scott brought into Florida, including his 
former campaign manager and new chief of staff Sellers (The Curt Anderson/On Message Mafia would be more ac-
curate). 

Super Mule
Senator Rand Paul reflected on Mitt Romney’s potential 2016 campaign and said, ‘It’s sort of 
what Einstein said, that the definition of insanity is to do the same thing over and over again 
and expect a different result.’ When someone told him Einstein didn’t actually say that, he said, 
‘In the words of Gandhi, ‘My bad.’’” –Jimmy Fallon 
 
“Just days after Mitt Romney suggested he might run for president, there’s been a backlash. 
The backlash is led by Jeb Bush, Mike Huckabee, and just to hedge his bets on every issue, 

Mitt Romney.” –Conan O’Brien

New Jersey Governor Chris Christie will begin fundraising for a potential 2016 presidential campaign by the end of 
January. No word on what his platform will be, but if I know Christie it’ll be really strong, maybe double reinforced 
steel.” –Jimmy Fallon 
 
“It’s rumored that Chris Christie and Mitt Romney are planning to meet to overcome any lingering awkwardness 
from the 2012 election. Incidentally, ‘Lingering Awkwardness’ was actually Mitt Romney’s Secret Service code 
name.” –Jimmy Fallon

The RNC released its first presidential debate schedule, which includes at least nine debates in different states 
across the country. As opposed to the Democratic debates, which will just be Hillary staring at her opponents until 
they burst into flames.” –Jimmy Fallon 
 
“According to a new poll, nearly six out of 10 Republicans want Mitt Romney to run for president. So do 10 out of 
10 Democrats.” –Conan O’Brien

Tonight President Obama gave the State of the Union address. Obama said he was more relaxed just because he’s 
already done it so many times. Incidentally, Mitt Romney said the same thing about running for president.” –Jimmy 
Fallon 
 
“The Obamas invited 22 guests to the speech, including a former Cuban prisoner, an astronaut, and a doctor. Either 
that or he was setting up the weirdest bar joke of all time.” –Jimmy Fallon 

“At the State of the Union address last night, President Obama made history by using the words transgender, 
lesbian, and bisexual in that speech. It was the part of the speech where he was just reading Craigslist personals.” 
–Conan O’Brien 

Last night was the State of the Union address, and everyone’s excited about the huge special appearance by a guy 
we haven’t seen in a really long time: 2008 Barack Obama. That guy had swagger.” –Jimmy Fallon
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Artney Turner
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Seeta Begui
Milly Krause

Dan Sorkowitz
Jen Sorkowitz

Become an SBDWC Booster
Your ad will appear in the newsletter as well as in 
the archive at   http://sbdwcnewsletter.com where 
thousands can view it.  A link included in your ad 
will be “clickable” so as to send greater traffic to 
your site.
Help us find Boosters to cover the costs of printing 
our newsletter.  Cost for a one line listing is $20 
for 6 months or $35 for a year.  Cost for a two line 
listing is $30  for 6 months or $45  for a year,  ad-
ditional lines extra.

Contact pfarley_101@hotmail.com

You can find archived PDF copies of 
these our newsletters at

www.sbdwcnewsletter.com/

Our sincere Thoughts and Prayers 
are extended to all the US troops 

stationed in Afghanistan, Iraq, 
around the world and also to their 

families everywhere.  
We pray for the safe return of the 

troops, a speedy end to the war and 
the wisdom of our leaders to guide 

us in this conflict.


