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Get ready SBDWC.  Your Executive Board is going forward with plans 
for an exciting year for our organization.   We are already booking venues 
for events for this year’s activities, which will be based on the recommen-
dations of the planning groups at our January meeting.  All recommenda-
tions were reviewed by the E-Board and we are going to include as many 
of your ideas as possible. Two important events—Legi Camp and Tally 
Days are approaching.  Information on both events was discussed at our 
recent meeting and information is also included in this newsletter. You do 
need to decide and let us know about Tally Days asap.  Tally Days is an event where you need 
to be registered as a club member on paperwork submitted by the organization. 
I am including also in this newsletter a copy of proposed legislation from 2014 Florida Leg-
islative session that the DWC is supporting and opposing.  Please call, email or send a card 
to our legislators concerning these bills.
The proposed 2014 SBDWC Annual Budget is listed within this newsletter and will be up 
for approval of the membership at the February 1st meeting. 
I attended the recent state DWC of FL meeting in St. Augustine which was held at the 2014 
DWC convention site, The Renaissance at the World Golf Village.  The Hotel and surround-
ing location are beautiful. This is one of the nicest places we have held our convention.  Our 
members will be pleased with the beauty of the facilities. 
At a recent political training weekend held in Tallahassee by the Florida Education Associa-
tion, Lobbyists informed us that more money would be spend on the next Florida Governor’s 
race than any seen before…probably near $399-400 million.  They said for us to expect this 
to be the dirtiest campaign we have ever seen. They suggested for all Democratic organiza-
tions and their partners to work on GOTV.
*  * * * * * * * * * 
Are you familiar with the term “Senatorial Courtesy” or the current “blue slip” process 
in place in which both US Senators of the home state of a judical nominee must approve the 
nominee before the Judiciary Committee will advance their nomination?  This is a policy 
where the White House will not bother to nominate a person from a state to a federal judge-
ship position unless the Senators from that state approves the nomination.  Marco Rubio 
made a lot of press recently for his refusal to support Judge William Thomas, whom he 
initially supported and nominated for the position. This would have been an historic nomi-
nation because Thomas would have been the first openly gay African American man on the 
federal bench, and minorities are needed desperately in these positions. Rubio gave reasons 
for withdrawing his approval as being related to two rulings made by Thomas from several 
years ago. Rubio has been blocking Thomas for months and finally the White House decided 
to drop Thomas’s name from the appointment list.
Unfortunately, Rubio’s opposition meant that Thomas was never afforded an opportunity to 
correct the record in a public hearing, under the current “blue slip” policy.  As a nominee, he 



cided that restrictions on Medicaid funding of abortions were constitutional. The U.S. Supreme Court in separate 
litigation (Planned Parenthood v. Casey, 1992) upheld Pennsylvania’s restrictions on the abortion procedure under 
the federal due process clause.
State court decisions on reproductive rights are not conclusive evidence of how federal courts would decide such 
cases. For example, while some state courts have required Medicaid funding of medically necessary abortions, the 
U.S. Supreme Court has upheld the constitutionality of the federal “Hyde Amendment,” which has for decades 
prohibited the federal government from funding most or all Medicaid abortions, including many that are medically 
necessary.

2014 Legislation Filed that Undermines Women’s Reproductive Rights –

----HB 551 – Abortion - General Bill   by Van Zant and Rodrigues, R. (CO-SPONSORS) Baxley; Hill -
Abortion: Creates “Unborn Viability Act”; prohibits induced abortions; prohibits operation of facility for purpose 
of providing abortion services; prohibits termination of pregnancy unless specified conditions are met; requires in-
formed consent; provides standard of care if fetus is viable; requires that fetal remains be disposed of according to 
specified standards; provides restrictions on use of state & federal funds for state exchanges that provide coverage 
for induced abortions & termination of pregnancies under certain conditions. 
Effective Date: July 1, 2014 
Last Event: Now in Judiciary Committee on Thursday, January 16, 2014 1:58pm

----HB 545 – Abortion - General Bill   by Van Zant (CO-SPONSORS) Baxley; Hill  
Abortion: Creates “Florida for Life Act”; prohibits induced abortions; prohibits operation of facility for purpose 
of providing abortion services; prohibits termination of pregnancy unless specified conditions are met; requires in-
formed consent; provides standard of care if fetus is viable; requires that fetal remains be disposed of according to 
specified standards; provides restrictions on use of state & federal funds for state exchanges that provide coverage 
for induced abortions & termination of pregnancies under certain conditions. 
Effective Date: July 1, 2014 
Last Event: Now in Judiciary Committee on Thursday, January 16, 2014 1:58 PM 

January 22, is the 41st anniversary of Roe V Wade – Think about it.

ERA Continues – As the 2014 Legislative Session begins, we need to continue to make phone 
calls, send emails, rally and do whatever is necessary to influence our legislators and others to 
ratify the ERA as well as prevent legislation that works to undermine women’s reproductive and 
other rights.  

On September 12th of this year, Representative Lori Berman (D-Lantana) filed HCR 8001, the 
Equal Rights Amendment (ERA). This legislation provides for Florida to ratify the ERA, which 
would make Florida the 36th state to do so. Senator Arthenia Joyner has filed the companion bill in the Florida Sen-
ate, SCR 68
HCR has already been referred to the 2014 Local & Federal Affairs Committee Chaired by Rep. Eddy Gonzales.  
Please phone Rep. Gonzalez at 305-364-3066 at his local office or call him in Tallahassee at 850-717-5111 to sup-
port the ERA bill so democracy can uphold the values fought for.

After you read the following Q & A, take special note of the legislation that has been filed for the 2014 legislative 
session, which is strong proof of why the ERA needs to be ratified.

11. How has the ERA been related to reproductive rights?
The repeated claim of opponents that the ERA would require government to allow “abortion on demand” is a clear 
misrepresentation of existing laws and court decisions at both federal and state levels.
In federal courts, including the Supreme Court, a number of restrictive laws dealing with contraception and abortion 
have been invalidated since the mid–20th century based on application of the constitutional principles of the right 
of privacy and the due process clause of the 14th Amendment. The principles of equal protection or equal rights 
have not yet been applied to such cases at the federal level. State equal rights amendments have been cited in a few 
state court decisions (e.g., in Connecticut and New Mexico) regarding a very specific issue – whether a state that 
provides funding to  low income Medicaid-eligible women for childbirth expenses should also be required to fund 
medically necessary abortions for women in that government program. Those courts ruled that the state must fund 
both pregnancy-related procedures if it funds either, in order to prevent the government from using fiscal pressure 
to exert a chilling influence on a woman’s exercise of her constitutional right to make medical decisions about her 
pregnancy. The New Jersey Supreme Court issued a similar decision based on the right of privacy and equal protec-
tion, with no reference to its state constitution’s equal rights guarantee.
The presence or absence of a state ERA or equal protection guarantee does not necessarily correlate with a state’s 
legal climate for reproductive rights. For example, despite Pennsylvania’s state ERA, the state Supreme Court de-

did not go to the press to defend his record. As the story dies in the press, Judge Thomas deserves better than this. 
Some reports said that if Rubio really believed there was a problem with Thomas that he should have testified about 
it to the Judiciary Committee, but that  he would not testify against Thomas because his reasons for non-approval 
were too flimsy to stand up to the view of other Senators. Without a hearing, Judge Thomas was denied a venue to 
correct the record, Senators were denied the opportunity to evaluate his qualifications, and the people of Florida are 
denied the service of a highly qualified federal judge.
Florida’s other senator, Bill Nelson (D), “blue slipped” Thomas months ago.
There is urgency to filling this Florida judgeship, which has been vacant for more than 20 months. The court backlog 
is so bad that the Administrative Office of U.S. Courts has deemed it a “judicial emergency.”
Rep. Alcee Hastings (D-Fla.) and Representative Frederica Wilson (D-Fla) were both critical of Rubio for blocking 
the appointment. Florida Democratic lawmakers say Rubio’s opposition is political as he tries to win back support 
from tea party members after angering them by advocating comprehensive immigration reform in 2012. Rubio’s 
name is still being floated as a potential 2016 presidential contender.

“Stand with Nan”
Several of our members 
attended a recent event 
held at the home of GG 
Bender to help organize 
support for Nan Rich. At 
the event were (L to R) 
Shannon Roberts, 
Madeline Farley,Terry 
Sanders, Nan (of course), 
Laura Fausone, Vicki 
Impoco, GG Bender, 
Marion Kranzfelder,  
Milly Krause and Denise 
Gore.  The event was 
broadcast throughout the 
state and we were lucky 
to have Nan in Brevard to 
kick off her campaign!



Super Mule Scheduled Events

Next  
SBDWC Meeting

Feb 1st, 11:30 

Memaw’s

Indian Harbor Beach

Remember
2014 Club Dues

are now due!

“New Jersey Chris Christie is still digging himself out of this Bridgegate scandal. In fact, some 
experts are now saying he could be impeached. When he heard that Christie said, ‘Mmmm, 
peach.” –Jimmy Fallon

“The Labor Department reported that last month 347,000 people quit looking for work. And in 
New Jersey, 50,000 people quit DRIVING to work.” –Jay Leno 

 
“Today New Jersey Governor Chris Christie delivered his state of the state address: he said the state is improving, 
but admitted that it’s still New Jersey.” –Jay Leno 
 
“Governor Christie said he wants to do all he can to keep people from leaving New Jersey. That’s why he closed 
the bridge. He was trying to do some good.” –Jay Leno 
 
“New Jersey Governor Chris Christie continues to push his agenda. Today he proposed a longer school day for 
children in his state. In fairness, kids in New Jersey probably need a longer day since their buses spend three 
hours stuck on a bridge.” –Jimmy Fallon 
 
“People investigating the Chris Christie bridge scandal say the governor could be removed from office. Critics 
say moving Christie from office would involve a three-ton construction crane.” –Conan O’Brien 
 
“Some New Jersey Democrats have started an investigation to get Chris Christie out of the governor’s mansion. 
And by governor’s mansion they mean the White Castle at exit 8.” –Conan O’Brien 
 
“People are saying Governor Chris Christie is not fit for office. So they’ll have to widen the door again.” –David 
Letterman 
 
“Governor Christie was asked, ‘Do you think this will hurt your chances of being president of the United States. 
And he said, ‘Hey, we’ll close that bridge when we come to it.’” –David Letterman 
 
“We’re learning more about this George Washington Bridge scandal. During the traffic jam, a two-block commute 
that would normally take five minutes took 45 minutes to an hour. As we call that in L.A., ‘making pretty good 
time.’ We would kill for that on the 405 Freeway.” –Jay Leno 
 
“In the wake of this embarrassing scandal, Governor Chris Christie has fired the person responsible. To which 
President Obama said: ‘You can do that?’” –Jay Leno 
 
“Tomorrow Chris Christie is expected to unveil his agenda for this year. When asked what he’s planning for next 
year, Christie said, ‘I’ll close that bridge when I get to it.’” –Jimmy Fallon 
 
“Governor Chris Christie is in trouble because his staff shut down part of the George Washington Bridge to get 
back at a political rival. Yesterday, Christie gave a 107-minute press conference to address the scandal. The last 
time Christie talked for 107 minutes, he was ordering at IHOP.” –Jimmy Fallon 
 
“Christie apologized and promised the bridge will stay open for cars, trucks, and the buses he’s throwing his staff 
under.” –Jimmy Fallon  

SBDWC - 2014 Proposed Budget Appropriations
(Based on a projected goal of 100 members by June 2014)

Membership Retention

Guest Lunches -$20.00 x 5 Speakers/ special guests    $100.00

Newsletters -$1.00 per person per month 
(1 x 12 x 100 members)         $1200.00      
  
Sunshine Obligation (cards/ postage)                     $30.00

Bereavement Fund        $70.00

Membership event- - 100 people (10 per person)                              $1000.00

SUBTOTAL…………………………………………………………… $2400.00 
Community Outreach

Parades MLK - July 4th - Veteran’s Day, 
Puerto Rican Day, Christmas                                                                   $500.00 
   
Table Rental to Promote Club             $150.00

Merchandising Expenses       $300.00

Miscellaneous Expenses   (forum / venues)                         $1000.00
SUBTOTAL -                          ………………………………………   $1950  
          
Public Education----------

Added Newsletter Pages $1.00 (100 members x 12 months)      
……………………………………………………………………  $1200.00
SUBTOTAL  ………………………………………………         $1200.00  
            
Club Obligations----------

State Dues Membership (100 x $7.00)       $700.00

Region Dues Membership (100 x $2.00)     $200.00

Convention Registration $40 x 22 (includes 2 alternates)              $880.00
Ad Journal Requests       $300.00

Misc. Printing                                                                                           $350.00

Convention Fundraiser
(The club should invest $200 for the champagne.)                   $200  
      
SUBTOTAL         $2630  
                      
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++
2013 Total Expenses       $8180 



MAKE A DIFFERENCE! 
Join your club members and other DWCF members at 
Tally Days from March 23rd through March 25th, 2014. 

Let our voices be heard.

This is a great opportunity to learn first-hand about 
Florida legislative issues and advocacy. DWCF Tally 
Days will leave you feeling educated and inspired to fight 
that good fight! Come together with DWCF women from 
across Florida to meet and speak with legislators at the 
Capitol Building in Tallahassee. 
Every year, DWCF Tally Days gives members of DWCF 
the opportunity to have their voices heard - IN PERSON 
- with those whose votes in the House and Senate make a 

difference in our everyday lives.  Members of DWCF Clubs are all welcome to attend this exciting and meaningful 
event. We guarantee it is an experience you will remember for a lifetime!  

When: March 23rd - March 25th, 2014  

Venue: Four Points Sheraton, 316 West Tennessee Street, Tallahassee, FL 
Where: The Capitol Building, Tallahassee, FL  

The Registration fee to attend Tally days is $45 per person and the event Registration deadline is 3/17/2014.  Clubs 
must register so we are asking that you submit your name and registration fee by March 1st to President Patty 
Farley.   No walk-ins can be accepted
Registration Cost includes:  

Sunday evening and all-day Monday Training Sessions  

Monday lunch & afternoon snack 

Monday evening Legislative Reception  

Take-away Folder of Handouts 

Tuesday Press Conference  

There will be no registration refunds after March 1, 2014 

To Make Hotel Reservations at the Four Points By Sheraton 
Downtown Tallahassee: 

To reserve at $109 per room double occupancy, call 1-888-627-7082. 
You must say you are from the Democratic Women’s Club of Florida  
when calling to make reservations.    (Discount Code # 469).

The hotel is ADA compliant and accessible.  
The hotel has complimentary parking on a first come/first served 
basis.  
Valet parking is available for $5.00 per day and $10.00 overnight.

Legi Camp 2014
Last year we had several of our members attend Legi Camp.

Most felt it was worth the effort.  Are you interested?

When:Saturday, February 8, 2014 at 9:00 AM - Sunday, February 9, 2014 at 
5:00 PM (EST)

Where: University Of Florida, Physics Complex , Gainesville, FL 

Join us at Legi Camp!

Legi Camp supports grassroots developed and coordinated legislative engagement campaigns. Each year diverse 
progressive organizers come together from across the state to share concerns and to launch programs. Groups 
encourage their members to participate, because LegiCamp is a great environment to nurture collaboration among 
diverse groups and to build coalitions capable of majority power.

There will also be a Bold Progressive Field Training held at the same place on the Sunday, so make sure to get both 
tickets if you are staying both days!  Tickets for Saturday are $25 and Sunday are $15.

http://www.eventbrite.com/e/legicamp-2014-tickets-9883507838

There will be a social hour following Legi Camp. 

Campaign proposals will be accepted until one week before the conference. The 10 proposals to receive the most 
votes will be launched at Legi Camp.

Enough 
petitions 
were 
collected 
to get the 
Land and 
Water 
Legacy 
amendment 
on the 
ballot.  
We did it!



Janie Holman
Geraldine Kapushy

Cathy Stanton
Madeline Farley

Alan Jotkoff
Pat Jotkoff

Laura Fausone
Joe Pishgar

Eileen Manning
Bea Gillespie
Maggie Gula

Leonia Francis
Artney Turner

Jackolyn Lombardo
Vicki Impoco
Molly Tasker

www.hodadpix.com
Bessie Barnes
Terry Sanders

Seeta Begui
Milly Krause

Dan Sorkowitz
Jen Sorkowitz

Become an SBDWC Booster
Your ad will appear in the newsletter as well as in 
the archive at   http://sbdwcnewsletter.com where 
thousands can view it.  A link included in your ad 
will be “clickable” so as to send greater traffic to 
your site.
Help us find Boosters to cover the costs of printing 
our newsletter.  Cost for a one line listing is $20 
for 6 months or $35 for a year.  Cost for a two line 
listing is $30  for 6 months or $45  for a year,  ad-
ditional lines extra.

Contact pfarley_101@hotmail.com

You can find archived PDF copies of 
these our newsletters at

www.sbdwcnewsletter.com/

Our sincere Thoughts and Prayers 
are extended to all the US troops 
stationed in Afghanistan, around 

the world and also to their families 
everywhere.  

We pray for the safe return of the 
troops, a speedy end to the war and 
the wisdom of our leaders to guide 

us in this conflict.

http://www.zazzle.com/hodad66

