February 2010
President’s
Message

In the Know

Editor’s Notes

The Next Meeting of the South Brevard Democratic Women’s Club
will be held 11:30 A.M. February 6th, 2010 at the Piccadilly Cafeteria
in Melbourne Square Mall. Our guest speaker for this event will be
Brevard School Board Member Mr. Robert Jordan who will discuss issues relating to public education in Brevard, including budget cutbacks and
redistricting. Robert L. Jordan was elected to the Board in 2002. He served
as Board Chairman from 2005-2009.
Mr. Jordan, who has more than 29 years of experience in the field of aerospace, is an Engineering Project Manager with United Space Alliance. He holds a
Bachelor of Science degree in Civil Engineering from
Savannah State University, and a Masters of Aeronautical Science degree from Embry Riddle Aeronautical
University in Daytona Beach. Mr. Jordan serves on
numerous boards for many civic and cultural organizations. He and his wife Karen, have two children.
His daughter is presently attending Titusville High
School.
Please plan on attending this event to welcome this
distinguished public servant who is so graciously giving his time to attend our meeting.

Super Mule

Politics 2010

SBDWC
Boosters

Your officers, the Executive Board and Ways and Means Committee of the SBDWC have
been working very hard to organize this next year’s activities guided by the excellent
input we received from our strategy planning session at the January Meeting. The club is
indebted to Jodi James for leading us through this brainstorming discourse. It was obvious that we have many members willing and eager to volunteer their time and energy to
do what we can to get Democratic candidates elected to office. Many members expressed
an interest in networking with other organizations to accomplish our goals and widen our
Democratic base in Brevard. Enjoying social time with each other also was an important
goal for most members and we were overjoyed with your ideas for combining work and
play for our clubs annual agenda.
In response to your wishes we will be organizing more activities for our SBDWC while
maintaining many of our traditional ones that members have enjoyed in the past, such as
the Membership Tea which is on our agenda for next month. If there is someone you would
like to invite to our tea that you think would be a good member, call me at 773-2949 with
their name and address and we will compile a list for invitations.

President’s message (cont)
Enclosed in this newsletter is our Proposed budget for the 2010 year. We are going to
vote on the budget at the next board meeting. Anyone wishing to be part of the discussion
concerning the budget should attend that meeting, which will be held at my home Monday
February 8th at 4:30 PM at 173 Coral Way East, Indialantic Florida.
Remember that the New Year means that your $20 membership fees are due again. Please
pay your annual dues to our new treasurer Milly Krause and consider renewing or adding
your name to our Newsletter Booster list.

Club fund raiser
Check this Out!!!
Why Mommy is a
Democrat and Why
Daddy is a Democrat
by Jeremy Zilber
Using plain and
non-judgmental
language, along with
warm and whimsical
illustrations.

The price is
$10.00 each.
Get your copies
at any club
meeting or by
calling
Artney Turner
at 727-0215.

In The Know
A giant welcome goes out to new member Jayne Haddock from Indian Harbour Beach,
and a thank you goes to Mary Hopkins for asking Jayne to join our SBDWC.

Scheduled Events

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------We have members who are collecting blankets and jackets for locals in need. If you would
like to donate to this effort, you can bring the items to our next meeting and we will see
they get to Latoya Reynolds or Artney Turner, who are both collecting items.

Next Meeting

There are many organizations collecting funds for Haitian Relief. We are taking the advice
of President Obama and President Clinton and suggest your immediate donations go to
organizations such as the American Red Cross or the Salvation Army.

11:30 A.M.
February 6th, 2010
Piccadilly Cafeteria
Melbourne Square Mall

---------------------------------------------------------------It will soon be time for our

Spring Cleaning Garage Sale.

Please start looking around for those excess items you
no longer need or want. Housewares, clothing, books,
crafts, plants, and furniture are all favorites at garage
sales. We are planning our sale for a Saturday near the
end of March. Look for more details on this in next
month’s newsletter.

Pat Robertson has said so many stupid things that one has to wonder how he has any

following at all in this country. Among his ignorant ramblings-- he has prayed for the
death of Supreme Count members;
said Congress and homosexuals
were out to destroy Christians; said
Disney World’s gay days would
be responsible for hurricanes and
tornadoes; called for the nuking
of the State Department and the
assassination of Hugo Chavez:
blamed Prime Minister Ariel Sharon’s stroke on “dividing up God’s
land”; and said that the feminist
agenda encouraged women ‘to kill
their children, practice witchcraft,
and become lesbians.” He recently
claimed that the earthquake in Haiti
was because the Haitians swore a
pact with the devil.

Editor’s Notes
A year ago the American people were ready for change after enduring eight years of the Bush
administration. President Obama had energized the nation and united Americans from different groups and segments of society bringing energy and hope into the political process. Young
people were registering and getting involved in political campaigns. Workers and union members, who were suffering layoffs and the collapse of the middle class, were looking to Democratic leadership to represent them and not just the wealthy and large corporations. Women
were happy to have an administration they would not have to battle to maintain their reproductive and legal rights. Seniors felt they would now no longer have to fear Republican efforts to
privatize Social Security and Medicare. Many minority groups were celebrating the major step forward toward
a nondiscriminatory society. This enthusiasm and hope resulted in not only a Democratic President, but also
21 Democratic US House Seats and 8 Democratic US Senate Seats.
Today, just one year later, the Democrats continue to play at bipartisanship while the Republicans have waged
an all out battle to stop any progressive Democratic legislation from passing. While the Republicans in Congress block, delay and filibuster legislation, Fox news and radio talk shows continue to mount one of the most
dangerous and disrespectful attacks on a President that has been witnessed in this century. Thus, we find millions of Americans blaming the Obama administration for the failures of the Bush Administration-- deep recession, financial collapse, record-breaking deficits, disintegrating health care system, two wars, lack of respect
from the international community, and neglect of the environment.
The result of bipartisanship is that Democrats and independents from all segments are upset, disgruntled, disgusted and feel sold down the drain:
•

Progressive activists are angry that a single-payer approach was totally ignored during the
health care debate. They also cannot understand how, despite overwhelming support for a
strong public option in health care reform, there will not be one in the final bill. The fact that
more money and troops seem to be going to the middle east than coming home is not helping
matters.

•

Trade unionists, many of whom voted for Obama because of McCain’s position on taxing
workers’ health care benefits, are furious that Obama and Senate Democrats now support the
McCain position. AND Where are the green jobs?

•

Women are outraged that the Democratic Congress was put in the position of having to support major restrictions with regard to abortion rights.

•

And seniors, who for the first time in forty-five years will not be receiving a Social Security
cost of living adjustment, are responding to Republican attacks about “cuts” in Medicare.

These are a lot of grass roots workers who gave financial support, long volunteer hours and walked door to door
for Democrats a year ago. Democrats are in trouble, because our Party leaders have not been effective in blaming the Bush failures on Bush, and because they have not defended the interests of their own base and fought
for the party platform.
True blue Massachusetts has elected a Republican Senator Scott Brown ending the filibuster proof number of
60. The loss of Ted Kennedy’s Senate seat sends a clear message that the Senate health care bill does not go far
enough. Voters did not elect a Democratic supermajority in the House and the Senate so that health care reform

could be written by Olympia Snow, Joe Lieberman and Ben Nelson. The current Senate health care bill is not
the change we were promised in 2008, and it must be improved. Now, without 60 votes, the bill will go to
reconciliation. Maybe Democrats will do the right thing and pass a better bill with a strong public option.
Barack Obama has proved he can rally the American people to support a progressive agenda. All may not be
lost if Democrats can pass health care reform followed by a list of other promised progressive legislation—
the kind of progressive changes to which Americans were looking forward as a result of the election. It’s time
to bring back the hope and the audacity!

Super Mule
“It’s a great day for Sarah Palin. She was hired as a commentator for Fox News. She
signed a multi-year contract, which means she’ll probably quit after a year.” -Craig
Ferguson
“Sarah Palin is joining Fox News. The new slogan is ‘hair and unbalanced.’” -David
Letterman
“Sarah Palin, former governor of Alaska, is going to be part of the Fox News team.
So,yeah. Finally, finally, her years of reading all those newspapers and magazines
have really paid off. This should balance things out over there at Fox News. I can see
that coming from my house.” -David Letterman
“Some critics are saying that Palin won’t last on Fox because she’s an over-emotional woman who gets the
facts wrong. But I disagree. It’s working great for Glenn Beck, so she’ll be fine.” -Craig Ferguson
“Sarah Palin made her debut as a Fox News analyst. They finally found a job that she’s not under-qualified
for.” -David Letterman
“Sarah Palin made her debut as a Fox News contributor tonight on ‘The O’Reilly Factor.’ I tried to record
it, but my DVR quit halfway through.” -Jimmy Fallon
“One of John McCain’s former top campaign aides says that when he talked to Sarah Palin after McCain
picked her to be his running mate, she said it was ‘God’s plan.’ So, apparently, God wanted Obama to win.”
-Jay Leno
“President Obama’s approval rating is down to 46 percent. But the White House has an idea for how to get it
back up again. What they’re going to do is bring back
Bush and Cheney for a week.” -Jimmy Kimmel
Our good friend, Sarah Palin, former governor of Alaska,
is a contributor to Fox News. Only been there a couple
days. Already making friends. Today, she loaned Glenn
Beck some mascara that does not run when you cry.”
–David Letterman
“She’s doing a lot of public speaking, and next week,
she will be in Las Vegas speaking at a liquor convention.
And what a coincidence, because I think McCain was
drunk when he picked her.” –David Letterman

A fiscal conservative? Rubio should prove it
Scott Maxwell, Orlando Sentinel
The former House Speaker’s campaign against Charlie Crist for the U.S. Senate
continues to surge — with much of Rubio’s popularity based upon his supposed
commitment to fiscal responsibility. He continually blasts “excessive and wasteful spending” and promises to
be different if he goes to Washington.
It’s an interesting claim for a man who began his speakership by spending more than $550,000 of taxpayer
money renovating his office … as well as a members-only dining room. And for a man who refuses to disclose
what kind of perks he enjoyed as Speaker, even though many people have asked.
In fact, questions about those perks — financed through a Republican Party credit card — could continue to
haunt Rubio during this campaign if he doesn’t come clean.
As Speaker, Rubio also was an RPOF cardholder when top Republicans racked up millions in bills.
So if Rubio is truly the above-board fiscal steward he claims to be, he would let the public see those bills — and
assure them that he wasn’t letting special interests treat him to perks.
Contacted Thursday, Rubio’s campaign said he would be happy to do so, but only “if the party releases everyone’s records at the same time.” That’s a bit like my promising to funnel $100,000 to Rubio’s campaign, but
only if I win the lottery this weekend. Neither scenario seems likely.
And really, what does everyone else have to do with you, Mr. Rubio? You’re the one running for U.S. Senate.
You’re the one claiming to be a fiscal conservative.
If my kids told me they’d clean up their toys, but only if every other kid in the neighborhood cleaned up theirs
first, that would be the last time they’d see those toys.
Besides, Mr. Rubio, if you’re truly the fiscal conservative you claim to be, what have you to fear?

The Florida Democratic Party has mainly focused their Senate race as running against the long time suspected winner Gov. Charlie Crist, and has
been enjoying the battle between the Marco Rubio and Crist supporters.
Democrats are now turning their sights on Rubio, whose primary campaign against Crist has been gaining momentum. Rubio has been the ultra
conservative Florida Legislature Speaker of the House and has used the
photo of Crist with President Obama as his main campaign tool.
This appears to be one of the first Democratic press releases dedicated
solely to Rubio since he formally announced his candidacy just a few days
before Crist’s long expected declaration of intention to run for US Senate. The press release criticizes Rubio
for receiving a $135,000 equity loan from a politically-connected bank. The loan came after Rubio bought a
West Miami home for $550,000 in 2005 and had it valued at $735,000 a month later. Rubio’s opposition to
President Obama’s so-called Financial Crisis Responsibility Fee appears very self-serving when these facts
come to light. The aim of the White House plan is to recover projected losses from the government’s bank
bailout. Rubio called it a “bank tax.”

US Rep. Kendrick Meek, D-Miami who is running for US Senate, went to Haiti to

see the destruction firsthand. According to his spokesman, Meek purchased a commercial airplane ticket in Miami, flew to Santo Domingo, hired a local Dominican
driver, drove overnight to the Haitian-Dominican Republic border, and then continued
to Port-au-Prince’s Toussaint L’Ouverture International Airport where he arrived early
Sunday morning. The earthquake in Haiti and a burst of rescue efforts have thrust
South Florida Congressman Kendrick Meek into the public spotlight as the point man
in Congress for all things Haitian. For many years, he along with Congressman Alcee
Hastings and a few others have looked out for Haitian-Americans, addressed immigration issues and tended to
South Florida’s interests in regard to Haiti. Meek represents Little Haiti and has traveled to the country 15 times
since being elected to Congress in 2002.
In 1983 Bill McCollum was one of just 90 members of the House of Representatives to
vote against the establishment of a holiday honoring Martin Luther King Jr. (338 House
members voted yes.)
After all, McCollum didn’t just cast an inconspicuous vote with the minority back in 1983.
He also was part of an even smaller minority of just 42 House members who voted in May
of 1989 against funding and extending the life of the Martin Luther King Jr. Federal Holiday
Commission, whose job was to promote the observance of the holiday
Did McCollum oppose the holiday because he, too, thought King was a communist, as did
Jesse Helms the leader of the opposition to the Holiday? Was there some other reason? Would he change that
vote if he had to do over again, or does he stand by it? For whatever reason, the dissemination of these facts
will only hurt him and help Democratic candidate Alex Sink.
Eight members representing the SBDWC drove to Vero Saturday January 16th to hear Democratic Candidate Shannon Roberts and candidate Dan Gelber, who were guest speakers at
the DWC of Vero. Our members came away impressed with both candidates and very happy
to hear Gelber say that when he won the election to the office of Florida Attorney General
the first thing he intended to do was to sue the Florida Legislature for under funding the
state education system, which had specific requirements as part of the state constitution.

“After going months without a competitive candidate for chief financial officer, Florida
Democrats have recruited a former legislator to complete their slate of statewide candidates
for 2010. Ex-state Rep. Loranne Ausley dropped her state Senate campaign this week to run
for the position, which is being vacated by Democrat Alex Sink, who is running for governor.
It is the policy of the South Brevard Democratic Women’s Club to not endorse any
Democratic candidate over another Democratic candidate in a primary election.
However, we can and do endorse as loudly and publicly as possible all
Democratic candidates in the November general election!

It’s Time to pay your
$20.00 Annual Dues.

Janie Holman
Geraldine Kapushy
Cathy Stanton
Madeline Farley
Lore Scurrah
Laura Fausone
Vera McGibney
www.flcan.org

You may pay your dues at a meeting or mail your
check to Treasurer Milly Krause Address:
Milly Krause
800 S. Brevard Avenue #222
Cocoa Beach, Florida 32931
Also, why not consider becoming a Booster for our
newsletter at the same time and adding that in your
check. Being a Booster means you are supporting
the newsletter by contributing to the printing and
mailing costs.

Be an SBDWC Booster

Leonia Francis
Roberts & Associates

Your ad will appear in the newsletter as well as in
the archive at http://sbdwcnewsletter.com where
thousands can view it. A link included in your ad
will be “clickable” so as to send greater traffic to
your site.

Silhouette Hairlines

Help us find Boosters to cover the costs of printing
our newsletter. Cost for a one line listing is $20
for 6 months or $35 for a year. Cost for a two line
listing is $30 for 6 months or $45 for a year, additional lines extra.

35 yrs. experience, Nan Roberts, Principal
Help your non-profit grow!
321-292-1965
Bonnie

www.LEAP.cc
Jackolyn Lombardo
Vicki Impoco
Jane Feldman
www.hodadpix.com
Beach Side Mini Storage
321-773-0096

www.southernladysgallery.com

Contact pfarley_101@hotmail.com

Our sincere Thoughts and Prayers
are extended to all the US troops
stationed in Iraq, Afghanistan and
also to their families everywhere.
We pray for the safe return of the
troops, a speedy end to the war and
the wisdom of our leaders to guide
us in this conflict.

You can find PDF copies of these newsletters at www.sbdwcnewsletter.com/

