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Yes We Did!
We sold out on tickets to the Inaugural Ball.  Our goal was 200 and we 
stopped selling at 280 and we could have sold 500 more.  A big thank you 
to the Ways and Means Committee for believing we could do this and a 
special thank you to those who helped   selling those tickets.  We received 
a lot of positive feedback and have several potential new members. We 
became part of Obama’s Neighborhood Ball and were filmed for a period 
of time. 

We choose to celebrate the beginning of a new era in a bold way and it was successful.  

The future of this nation now rests in the Obama Administration.   He has started with a bold 
agenda, and that is what we want. That is what we voted for!  Let us stay “Fired up” as we 
were in the election and go forward with Hope. We need to stay organized and remember 
that our new President can only be as bold as the citizens who back him.  Let it be our job 
now to remain vocal and be a counter weight to the forces of money and the establishment 
who oppose any significant reform.  Not only must we be prepared to work constructively 
when called to serve, but we need to lead the push for progressive solutions if we really are 
serious about substantial reform and change.  

During the campaign, our new President frequently told us that if we wanted real change, we 
would have to believe in it, work for it, and fight for it.  Until that change is at hand we still 
have work to do.  Let us work boldly.

More images at    http://www.flickr.com/groups/sbdwc/



Editor’s Notes

Completely Bushed!

What a joy it is to be able to say that George Bush is the former President! 

While three fourths of the American People disapprove of how he led this country, he 
spent his last days trying to re-write history telling us how wrong we are about him, and 
that he feels he did a wonderful job.  In his Final Address, he gave the talking points of 
the Bush Legacy Project and his “cowboy view of diplomacy” which means freedom pro-
moted at the point of a gun, occupations framed as “liberations,” fear mongering and a claim of victory in a 
“war on terror” that still has no capture of Osama bin Laden, no direction and  no end. Bush once more took 
the opportunity to make a link that never existed between 9/11, national security and the attack on Iraq.

Bush always paints himself as “the decision maker” and the one “willing to make the tough decisions,” but  
he confuses tough decisions with wise or correct decisions. We suffered through eight years of his decisions 
and I wonder which of these will be his most memorable mark on history:

· Illegal actions: wiretaps, torture and more
· Ruining America’s standing in the world.
· Bungling response to Hurricane Katrina.
· The disastrous wars in Iraq and Afghanistan.
· Failure to act on climate change.
· Widening the gap between rich and poor.
· The collapse of the world economy

He may also be remembered as the President who 
butchered the English language. With Bush “mis-un-
derestimation” became a personification and a newly 
invented term. Bush began his presidency under the 
cloud of a Supreme Court decision, even though Al 
Gore had many more votes, and ended it with the 
Legacy Project. Bush left his country weaker, poorer 
and more dysfunctional than he found it. He is passing 
to Barack Obama a country burdened with two unre-
solved wars and an economy in severe decline.  

People all over the world cheered at the end of Bush’s Farewell Address. They applauded him for leaving the 
White House. 



Florida Budget agreement reached
State lawmakers agreed Jan. 11 to raid state trust funds and proceed with 
deep cuts to health care and education to balance the $2.4 billion deficit.

Budget writers decided to tap trust funds, including the tobacco settlement 
fund, to the tune of $1.6 billion and cut state spending by more than $1 
billion annually. Legislators agreed to cut an extra $400 million to pad the 

state’s budget ahead of the regular session in March, when state officials expect continued revenue declines.

Medicaid faces cuts of $170 million to $180 million, although the state’s 460-plus nursing homes were spared. 
Public schools are facing a loss of about $140 per student.

The deal clears the ways for the House and Senate to vote as soon as Jan. 14, three days before the special ses-
sion was scheduled to close.  

Budget Woes Expose Rifts Over Tobacco Money
Lawton Chiles spent his last years as governor battling Big Tobacco, pushing one of the first major cases against 
cigarette companies, which resulted in an endowment of almost $2 billion and a “truth campaign” against smok-
ing that became a national model.  Now, a desperate Florida stands poised to raid the endowment, cutting it by 
more than half to help close a huge budget gap brought on by the economic downturn.

Florida lawmakers have considered both options. The state is being squeezed more than most by the vise of 
falling revenue and rising demand for services. In some counties, the number of families receiving food stamps 
has jumped more than 50 percent over the last year, while Florida’s real estate collapse has brought an especially 
steep slide in income.

In Florida and many other states, tobacco money has often been used like an inheritance from a distant uncle. 
A 2007 report from the Government Accountability Office found that only a third of the settlement money paid 
out nationally from 2000 to 2005 went to health care or tobacco control.

The endowment was intended to live beyond the settlement’s tenure. By law, investment income would sup-
port “health and human services programs for children and elders,” which has amounted to about $55 million 
annually in recent years.

State lawmakers say they want an additional $700 million, more than half of the endowment’s current $1.2 bil-
lion value. The money would be taken out in June, and Mr. Crist has said that less may be needed, depending on 
whether all or part of a proposed federal economic stimulus can be treated as general revenue.

“I’d rather not to have to use it,” the governor said in a recent conversation with reporters, referring to the en-
dowment. “That money will be repaid; I think that’s an important point to make.”

Yet on this issue, the measure is vague; the final version scheduled for a vote Wednesday says only that “it is the 
intent” of the Legislature to pay back the money once general revenue receipts grow by 5 percent a year.         

Orlando Business Journal
We’ll have to wait and see if “good intensions” rule in the end or if the Florida government simply chews 
up this funding as we have recently seen the TARP funds disappear in the national economic crisis.  I, for 
one, would like to see budget cuts matched by the Governor’s and Legislator’s salaries!



Club fund raiser
Check this Out!!!

Why Mommy is a 
Democrat and Why 

Daddy is a Democrat 
by Jeremy Zilber

Using plain and 
non-judgmental 

language, along with 
warm and whimsical 

illustrations.

The price is 
$10.00 each.  

Get your copies 
at any club 

meeting or by 
calling 

Artney Turner 
at 727-0215.

Legislative Report

SOUTH BREVARD DEMOCRATIC 
WOMEN’S CLUB

Legislative Report
By Frances Speegle

I almost didn’t include anything about the sorry results of the Spe-
cial Session of the State Legislature, but I believe we need to start 
laying the groundwork now to turn our Legislature back to a Democratic majority.  You’ll 
be hearing and seeing some ideas in the next few months about how your Board members 
plan on our Club members doing our part to turn Florida blue!

Maggie Davidson, the Women’s Issues Committee Chair of the DWCF, had some infor-
mation at our January 10 meeting that I think important.  

President Obama has made fewer women appointments than other administrations in 
recent history.  As of January 10 only 24% of his appointments have been women when 
women make up 52% of the population.

So far the parts of the stimulus package that creates jobs will provide them mainly for 
men, because only 9% of the workforce in building trades is made up of women.  Women 
make up 45% of the workforce, and they will be affected proportionately the same as 
men.  More than 70% of mothers work, and their jobs put food on the table and pay mort-
gages.  Obama should pledge to give women equal access to construction jobs through 
training and a commitment to hire them for non-traditional jobs.   

Obama has his work cut out for him to, as quickly as possible, reverse the last-minute 
regulations that Bush put into effect.  Chief among them is the rule to protect the “right 
of conscience” of American health-care workers.  This was forced through by the Bush 
Department of Health and Human Services and provides that any health-care worker 
may refuse to perform procedures, offer advice or dispense prescriptions, if doing so of-
fends their religious or moral convictions.  It affects a woman’s access to birth control, 
emergency contraception and even artificial insemination.  Obama can overturn this, but 
it may take months to accomplish.

Some statistics about women’s voting and elections:  Women preferred Obama to Mc-
Cain 56% to 43%.  Women have voted in higher numbers than men since 1980.  The 
United States ranks 71st out of 188 countries in terms of women in elected office.  Wom-
en comprise 52% of the population; yet hold only 25% of elected office.  The US Senate 
increased by one seat from 16 to 17 women out of 100 seats.  The US House increased 
by three seats from 70 to 74 women out of 435 seats.  Overall, Congress went up 1% to 
17% women.  In 2008 New Hampshire became the first state with a majority of women in 
the state senate (13 out of 24).  Women’s representation in state legislatures ranges from 
none in South Carolina to Colorado with 38%.  Overall, state legislatures have 24.2% 
women members.



Scheduled Events

Region VI meeting
Saturday, January 31

11:30 a.m. at 
Jimmie’s

1279 Admiralty Blvd
Rockledge, Fl

(321) 632-4611

SBDWC
Next Meeting

Saturday, Feb 7, 
10:00 AM at

Lagoon House 
3275 Dixie HWY. NE 
Palm Bay, FL 32905 

Town Hall Meeting
Mon, February 23

King Center 
7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m.

Region VI Report
Well, it’s now official!  The 2009 DWCF Convention will be at the Crown Plaza!  The 
vote was unanimous at last week’s meeting.

Now, we have the real work.  Every member of the Club will be asked to participate in 
making Region VI shine!

There is a Region VI meeting scheduled for Saturday, January 31, 2009, 11:30 a.m. at 
Jimmie’s.  Anyone attending will be ordering from the menu.  This would be a good time 
for each one of you to learn what will be expected of the members of Region VI to prepare 
for the Convention.  Anyone interested in attending either contact Frances at 727-8320 or 
Madeline at 773-2949. 

League of Women Voters
Politics on Parade 2009 Fundraiser

The League of Women Voters is having a Luncheon and Fashion Show on Friday, January 
30, at the Eau Gallie Yacht Club.  The cost is $35.  Models include newly elected Mel-
bourne City Council Member (and Club member) Molly Tasker and District 1 Democratic 
County Commissioner Robin Fisher.  Anyone who is interested in attending should call 
Frances Speegle at 727-8320 before January 25.

NEXT MEETING

Feb7, 2009.  10:00 AM, Marine Resource Council

Lagoon House 
3275 Dixie HWY. NE 
Palm Bay, FL 32905 
Telephone: 321-725-7775 

Join the SBDWC in welcoming Emily Ruff, director of the Holistic Living School in 
Orlando.  http://www.holisticlivingschool.org/
 
 “Nature’s Medicine” led by Emily Ruff, director of the Holistic Living School in Or-
lando, will show us how we can integrate natural medicines and healing foods into our 
diet to bring about a more healthy vibrant lifestyle.  Emily was trained in ethnobotany at 
the University of Central Florida, graduated from the Sage Mountain Herbal Apprentice 
program and has broadened her knowledge with intensive international studies.  
Whether you are treating a chronic ailment, feel you need to live better or just want to 
have a better understanding of the natural remedies you are already using, this is one 
program you don’t want to miss!
“A healthy, educated electorate is the foundation that makes a nation great.” Jodi James- 
Immediate past president
 
The program begins promptly at 10AM, bring your brown bag lunch to enjoy 
during the fellowship time following the program. Parking is limited, bring a friend and 
share a ride!



Super Mule

Last night, Larry King interviewed President Bush, and Bush told him, ‘My favorite 
color is blue and I love enchiladas.’ Unfortunately, Bush was answering the question, 
‘What was your greatest achievement as President?’” --Conan O’Brien
 
Barack Obama also says he wants to bring a sense of accountability to Washington. 
I’ve got a better idea. Why don’t you bring some accountants to Washington, okay? 
Tell us where the hell our $750 billion went!” --Jay Leno
 
Barack Obama says one of the first things he’ll do as president is sign an executive 
order closing down Guantanamo Bay, to which President Bush said, ‘Hey, well that’s 
nothing. I’ve closed down factories, car dealerships.” --Jay Leno

“George Bush Sr. recently said he’d like his son Jeb to be 
president, but that right now is a bad time for him to run. 
When asked what a good time would be, Bush Sr. said, ‘Eight 
years ago.’” --Conan O’Brien

 
By the way, First Lady Laura Bush,  is writing a memoir. The 
name of the memoir, I believe, is ‘I’m with Stupid.’” --David 
Letterman

 
“Congress says this week they are looking into this Bernard 
Madoff scandal. So The guy that made $50 billion disappear 
is being investigated by the people who made $750 billion 
disappear.” --Jay Leno
 

On Inauguration Day, Barack Obama is going to be riding in 
a brand new presidential limousine made by General Motors. 
Because, folks, nothing says ‘hope for the future’ like General 
Motors. ... The good news is that at least they sold one car, ap-
parently.” --Conan O’Brien
 
“The Washington Post reports today that Barack Obama wants 
to select Sanjay Gupta to be surgeon general. Yeah, Obama said 
the CNN doctor must be pretty good, because he’s kept Larry 
King alive all these years.
 
“Barack Obama promised his kids he would get them a dog 
when they moved to the White House. But President Bush is 
nervous. When he heard dog in the White House, he thought, 
‘Uh oh! What if he digs up all those Al Gore ballots in the 
back?’” --David Letterman



SBDWC Inaugural Ball

It’s Time to pay your $20.00 Annual Dues. You may pay your dues at a meeting or mail your 
check to Treasurer Hope Stewart.

Address: Hope Stewart 
P.O. Box 100127, 

Palm Bay, Florida, 32910 

Also, why not consider becoming a Booster for our newsletter at the same time and adding that in your 
check.  Being a Booster means you are supporting the newsletter by contributing to the printing and mail-
ing costs. (See Back Page)



You can find PDF copies of these newsletters 
at www.sbdwcnewsletter.com/

Have News to Share?
If you have information 
you would like included in 
this newsletter, please email 
The editor, Patricia Farley-
Crutcher at 

pfarley_101@hotmail.com
or call 321-773-2949.

www.hodadpix.com

www.southernladysgallery.com

Beach Side Mini Storage
321-773-0096

Beach Side Ballroom Club
321-777-0001

Silhouette Hairlines
Bonnie

Honk Honk Mitzi’s Here
321-726-3918

www.LEAP.cc www.flcan.org

Geraldine Kapushy

Have you turned in your election volunteer hour survey yet?  We distributed the forms at our last 
two meetings and will also have them at our next meeting.  Please fill out a form and turn it in ASAP because every 
hour counts.   We want to document the total hours donated by our club.  Our total so far is 1736 hours.  Imagine if a 
candidate had to pay just ten dollars an hour for the work we volunteered, and most of what we did would have cost 
much more.  That is like saying we contributed $17,360 dollars, and that is not small change. We also have members 
who provided housing for campaign workers and that is not even included.  This information will make people listen 
when we call!

Charlie Crist sure has missed a lot of work in the last year going on vacations, honeymoons, and 
campaigning with McCain.  Does anyone remember when he ran against Jim Davis and his campaign was an empty 
chair.  Guess we can now call him Empty Chair Charlie for sure! Do you remember when Crist was going to make 
sure Education would not be hurt by his budget amendment?  Well Empty Chair Charlie told us wrong, just as we sus-
pected. There is going to be a special town hall meeting with the Brevard County Legislative Delega-
tion Monday, February 23, 2009 at the King Center from 7:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. to discuss the recent 
state budget cuts and some of you might want to attend.


