
President’s
Message

SBDWC
Boosters

Super Mule

Politics 2014

Legislative
Update

December 2014

Patricia Farley Crutcher
President

Looking for something Positive from the election…………..
Well—election night was a major disappointment for working families 
and our supported candidates.  However we can find some success on 
some state ballot initiatives dealing with some core worker issues, includ-
ing wages, equal pay, education and paid sick leave. Check out this list. 
Voters approved increases to the minimum wage in Alaska, Arkansas, Illi-
nois, Nebraska and South Dakota, as well as Oakland and San Francisco, 
Calif.
In victories for working women and families, voters in Oregon approved the Equal Pay 
Measure.
In Massachusetts a measure calling for up to 40 hours a year of paid sick leave for employ-
ees was approved. Paid sick leave measures in Oakland, Calif., Montclair and Trenton, N.J., 
also won.  
Measures to strengthen voting rights were approved in Missouri, Montana and Illinois.
New York voters passed Proposal 3, an education funding initiative, and in Missouri, 
Amendment 3, which would have weakened due process for teachers and would take local 
control of schools away from parents, teachers and school districts, was defeated. 
In Anchorage, Alaska, voters defeated AO-37, which would have introduced “right to work” 
for the city and prevented collective bargaining for city employees.
California voters also struck a blow to unfair laws and passed Proposition 47, dealing with 
mass incarceration and unfair sentencing for nonviolent crimes.
Important tax and budget ballot initiatives won approval in Alaska, Illinois and North Da-
kota.
Transportation funding measures were approved in Maryland, Rhode Island and Wiscon-
sin. Clayton County, Ga., voters approved a contract with public transportation provider 
MARTA. 
In Kentucky, the GOP promised to put the blue grass state in the “Right to work” (or Right 
not to get paid” as union members call it) group if they flipped the control of the state 
House of Representatives.  While Mitch McConnell beat labor-endorsed Democrat Alison 
Grimes in the U.S. Senate battle, the state House is still Democratic and by the same 54–46 
pre-election margin.  While McConnell v. Grimes grabbed most of the media attention 
nationally and statewide, unions closely watched the house races.  Even so, the House re-
sults are good news for unions in an otherwise generally disappointing election.   With the 
Democrats holding onto the House, Kentucky will remain the only non-right to work state 
in the South. Jeff Wiggins, president of the Paducah-based Western Kentucky AFL-CIO 
Area Council, said that all that stands between the union and a right to work law is that 
Democratic House.   The state Senate has a right to work Republican majority. Gov. Steve 
Beshear, a union-backed Democrat, would almost certainly veto a right to work bill. But in 



Kentucky, a simple majority of both houses of the legislature overrides a governor’s veto.      
In our own Florida state legislature Republicans already had the majority but added even more numbers in the elec-
tion.   Unions are beginning to gather and try to discover what bills will be appearing in the next legislative session.  
Many fear that there will be a move to end union dues collection through paycheck deduction, which has been a 
move by anti-union groups to reduce union membership.   Many also fear Parent Trigger will appear as one of the 
“Republican Walking Dead Bills”—no matter how many times you kill it, it just keeps coming back.    Keep a heads 
up to hear what legislation is being pushed in Tallahassee.
The dream will never die.  We fight on.

Brevard NOW had  A Tree Dedication Ceremony for Cathy Stanton on Sunday November 16th at Gleason Park.
Several of our members were in attendance to honor Cathy who we all know was an outspoken environmentalist.
The tree and plaque (shown in foreground) dedication was a fitting remembrance for her and her family.  Vicki 
Impoco conducted the ceremony and several other individuals spoke about Cathy.    A huge flock of white ibis ( 
well over 50-75) were also in attendance in a large tree just above the ceremony.  The flock was silent and still 
until the ceremony ended.  Then the birds all flew at once as if a planned part of the ceremony.   



On the Agenda
On November 29th which is a fifth Saturday, we will have our Region VI 
meeting so it does not interfere with anyone’s club meeting.  All members 
are welcome to attend.   The meeting will be held at The Knowledge Ex-
change which is located at 5151 Babcock St NE, Palm Bay, FL 32905. This 
is a very nice venue that Palm Bay uses for their meetings frequently.  We 
will start promptly at 12 and try to be finished by 2.  Please arrive early and 
buy your lunch in their little deli, if you like, and bring it into the room with 
you.  They have a nice lunch special for 5$.
Our next meeting is our Annual Holiday Party.  
We are having it this year at the Irene Canova 
Park  Community building.  Our State President 
Maureen McKenna has accepted our invitation 
to be with us at this social event.  We are hon-
ored to have the state President here with us.  
Please come out and let’s show her what a great 

club we have.
Location:   2289 Florida A1A, Indian Harbour Beach, FL 32937 
Date and Time is Saturday December 6th, 12:00 noon until 2:00.  
We are asking for Volunteers for set up and clean up.  
We are asking members to Bring Things!  It is not necessary, but if possible we ask  that you …..
 “Bring a covered dish” The hospitality committee will be in charge of the menu.  If you would like to call them, the 
number is 321-773-2949.  The club is providing the meat for the event.
“Bring a potential member.”  This is a great way to get new members.  If you have a friend or family member who 
might enjoy the event, please bring them!

“Bring a Blue Donkey item.”   We are going to have our annual 
Blue Donkey Sale at the Holiday Party.  A Blue Donkey Sale is 
a Democratic version of a White Elephant Sale. This a fun event 
with the opportunity to get some rally great items at a great price. 
We will have some items at silent auction and some will be tick-
eted drawings.  If you have one or two good, not used or hardly 
used items you don’t want or need, donate them.  Bring them so 
they can be re-purposed for someone else.  Jewelry, kitchenware, 
Craft items and small gift baskets are just some of the things that 
are wonderful donations for this event.
“Bring an unwrapped toy or non-perishable food item.” Every 
year we do a collection to go the Pantry at Artney Turner’s Greater 
Allen African Methodist Episcopal Church. The church is located 
at 2416 Lipscomb St NE, Melbourne, FL 32901 and they do a 
wonderful service to the community supplying goods to those in 
need.

Are you aware that the leaders of our local Democratic Executive Committee changes this year after the November 
election?  They will be electing new officers with the next week. Palm Bay Councilwoman Michele Paccione is run-
ning for the chair this year.  If some of you have time and want to be more involved in local politics, perhaps you 
would like to get involved in the DEC.  Several of our members are members of the DEC.  The DEC  will be holding 
their Holiday Pot Luck dinner on the Third Wednesday of December at the Rockledge Garden Club building  on 
Fiske Avenue.  That would be a great time to come out and meet some of their members and perhaps join.  Being a 
member of the DEC is a commitment in that you are expected to work in your local precinct to GOTV.



2015 Legislative Session Preparation 

ERA & Women’s Issues -   Milly Krause - 1st VP & DWCF Leg. Chair-------

As the 2015 Florida Legislative Session approaches, please continue to call and visit your 
legislators while they aren’t in session.

It is hoped that you will be able to attend the BREVARD COUNTY LEGISLATIVE DELE-
GATIION MEETING, which will be held on Dec. 18 from 1 to 5 p.m.  at the Brevard County 
Commissioners Chambers at 2725 Judge Fran Jamieson Way, (Building C) in Viera, Florida.

If you have an issue you want to discuss with your legislators, this is an important public venue held once a year 
in preparation for the upcoming legislative session.  If you don’t want to speak, those who are speaking would 
love your support by being part of the audience.  If you’d like materials to help prepare for the delegation meet-
ing, please email me and I will forward those materials to you.

To make an appointment to speak and be placed on the agenda, contact Senator Altman’s Office at 321-752-3138 
since he is the Chair.

Our Delegation Members this year are - 
--Chair - Senator Thad Altman 
--House Speaker - Rep. Steve Crisafulli 
--Senate President - Senator Andy Gardiner  
--Rep. Tom Goodson 
--Rep. John Tobia 
--Rep. Ritch Workman 

Brevard County is power rich this year.  Let’s use it to our advantage.

TO MOVE LEGISLATION FORWARD – Contact your Legislators Often by phone and in person. 
-- -U.S. Senators – 
----Sen. Bill Nelson– http://www.billnelson.senate.gov/   Tally - 850-942-8415 – DC-202-224-5274 
----Sen. Marco Rubio- http://www.rubio.senate.gov/public/ Tally -850-599-9100 –DC -202-224-3041  
----Florida Senate - http://www.flsenate.gov/Senators/Find  
----Florida House of Representatives - http://www.myfloridahouse.gov/ 

Before the 2015 Legislative Session - 
---Take a tour of the above sites – check bills, legislative tracking and learn about your representatives, etc. 
Indulge yourselves. 
---Make appointments and visit your local legislators while they are not in session.  Focus on one or two issues. 
Work as a team with your representatives.  Go in small groups of 2 to 4 persons.

The regular 2015 Florida Legislative Session convenes on March 3, 2015 and ends on 
May 1, 2015.  That’s 60 days.  It is our hope, via DWCF Legislator Liaisons planning, to have a week Capitol 
Cadre Colleagues appear in Tallahassee each week of the session, which is still in the planning stages.  Since this 
is an 8 ½ week period, DWCF should be able to make a strong presence with its over 40 chartered clubs.



Scheduled Events

Nov 29th
Region Meeting

Knowledge 
Exchange

12:00
Palm Bay

Dec. 6th
Holiday Party

12:00

We regretfully report the passing of Ms. Janie Holman, one of our previous long time 
members.  Janie always maintained an associate membership   with SBDWC while a 
full member in Central Brevard.  Janie Holman was the past President of the Central 
Brevard Democratic Women’s Club.  She then moved on to be Region VI Chair before 
she was elected as the second African American President of the Democratic Women’s 
Club of Florida from 2007 thru 2009.

Janie was a loyal Democrat, working tirelessly to help Democratic candidates and to 
register voters in the Cocoa and Rockledge area.  

Janie was a mentor and a friend to many of us  She will be greatly missed.

Viewing at Greater St Paul Friday Nov 21 from 5-7 
Service at Greater St. Paul Sat Nov 22 at 11:00 am



Task Force Will Lead Efforts to Strengthen Party’s Brand, Recruit Candi-
dates
Today, the Florida Democratic Party announced the creation of the LEAD 
(Leadership Expansion to Advance Democrats) Task Force, which will work to 
retool and strengthen the Party’s brand, bolster candidate recruitment efforts, 
and improve field and outreach performance heading into the pivotal 2016 
presidential election.
Co-Chairs:
U.S. Senator Bill Nelson 
Former Orlando Police Chief Val Demings

Members: Alan Clendenin — First Vice Chair, Hillsborough State Committeeman 
  Amanda Murphy — State Representative, Pasco County 
  Ana Cruz — Tampa Bay and Hispanic community leader 
  Ashley Walker — Former Florida OFA State Director, 2012 
  Dwight Bullard — State Senator & Miami-Dade DEC Chair 
  Jeff Wright — FEA Policy Director 
  Joe Falk — LGBT community leader 
  Jose Javier Rodriguez — State Representative, Miami 
  Joy Friedman — AFSCME 
  Monica Russo — SEIU State Council President 
  Nick Maddox — Commissioner, Leon County 
  Patricia Byrd — FDP Congressional District 2 Representative 
  Rod Smith — Former State Senator and former FDP Chair 
  Terrie Rizzo — Palm Beach DEC Chair
The LEAD Task Force will analyze the 2014 election results and deliver recommendations on steps Florida Demo-
crats must take to compete in the 2016 presidential election and the 2018 gubernatorial race. The LEAD Task 
Force will have 3 strategic goals when completing its review and offering recommendations.

1. Review best practices for candidate recruitment for local, state and federal offices.
2. Examine data and digital footprint to ensure new technologies are being utilized.
3. Assess field and turnout operations and recommend steps to improve performance.

The Task Force will host a series of in person and conference call meetings to discuss the 2014 election results and 
go over each strategic objective, and will deliver its recommendations at the 2015 Leadership Blue weekend.

Florida Legislature 
The 60-day regular session begins March 3, 2015.

 2015 SESSION DATES 
August 1, 2014 Deadline for filing claim bills (Rule 4.81(2)) 
January 23, 2015 5:00 p.m., deadline for submitting requests for drafts of general bills and joint resolutions, in-
cluding requests for companion bills 
February 25, 2015 5:00 p.m., deadline for approving final drafts of general bills and joint resolutions, including 
companion bills 
March 3, 2015 Regular Session convenes (Article III, section 3(b), Constitution) 
March 3, 2015 12:00 noon, deadline for filing bills for introduction (Rule 3.7(1)) 
April 21, 2015 50th day—last day for regularly scheduled committee meetings (Rule 2.9(2)) 
April 27, 2015 All bills are immediately certified (Rule 6.8) 
Conference Committee Reports require only one reading (Rule 4.5(1)) 
Motion to reconsider made and considered the same day (Rule 6.4 (4)) 
May 1, 2015 60th day—last day of Regular Session (Article III, section 3(d), Constitution)



Super Mule

“People in China criticized President Obama for chewing gum while entering the economic 
summit in Beijing. They’re saying he looked like a rapper. Then again, to be fair, in China I 
look like a rapper.” –Conan O’Brien 
 
“At the economic summit in China, Vladimir Putin is being accused of flirting with the first 
lady of China. Then again, Putin does have a history of not respecting boundaries. “ –Conan 
O’Brien 

 
“Stocks are at an all-time high today. I don’t have any money in the stock market. I don’t have the stomach for 
the ups and downs. So about 20 years ago I put all of my money and liquid assets into videotape rewind ma-
chines.” –David Letterman 
 
“Once you’re president, you can’t go anywhere without causing trouble. President Obama shows up in China, 
he’s chewing gum, they go crazy. A big stink because the president’s chewing gum. And you think, the Chinese 
are so easygoing about human rights. What’s the problem?” –David Letterman 
 
“Child labor, not a problem. Censorship, not a problem. Torture, not a problem. Chewing gum in China — oh, 
my God! You better not be over here chewing gum.” –David Letterman 
 
“The European Space Agency landed a probe on a comet 317 million miles from Earth. When you get discour-
aged by how much attention people pay to Kim Kardashian’s buttocks, remember that there are also people 
out there that know how to land a spacecraft on a moving comet 317 million miles away. They’re out there.” 
–Jimmy Kimmel 
 
“According to a new report, Detroit, Michigan, is the most dangerous city in the country with Oakland, Califor-
nia, coming in second. And the third most dangerous was somehow Detroit again.” –Seth Meyers

President Obama is in China now for an economic summit in Beijing. The president wore a traditional purple 
silk shirt along with Chinese President Xi Jinping and Vladimir Putin. That’s after they taught Putin how to put a 
shirt ON.” –Jimmy Fallon 
 
“After President Obama announced his support for net neutrality yesterday, Texas Senator Ted Cruz tweeted that 
‘Net neutrality is Obamacare for the Internet.’ While Ted Cruz continues to be the Taylor Swift of not getting 
over Obamacare.” –Jimmy Fallon 
 
“Today is Veterans Day. Thank you to all our men and women who have served the United States armed forces. 
In honor of Veterans Day we are marching out a few jokes that have already served.” –David Letterman 
 
“Here in New York City you can now walk around smoking weed and all they will do if they see you is write 
you a ticket. Unfortunately, the ticket will be to a Jets game.” –David Letterman 
 
“You’ve got to be careful smoking weed. It causes memory loss. And also, it causes memory loss.” –David Let-
terman 
 
“President Obama is in China. Also in China is evil Russian dictator Vladimir Putin. They’re both in China at the 
same time. It’s like running into your ex-girlfriend on vacation.” –David Letterman 
 
“It is Veterans Day, when we honor everyone who served in all of the campaigns. We honor them with dignity 
and respect, and of course mattress sales and tire discounts.” –Craig Ferguson 



Janie Holman
Geraldine Kapushy

Jodi James
Cathy Stanton

Madeline Farley
Alan Jotkoff
Pat Jotkoff

Laura Fausone
Eileen Manning

Bea Gillespie
Maggie Gula

Leonia Francis
Artney Turner

Jackolyn Lombardo
Vicki Impoco
Molly Tasker

Shannon Roberts
Bessie Barnes
Terry Sanders

Seeta Begui
Milly Krause

Dan Sorkowitz
Jen Sorkowitz

Become an SBDWC Booster
Your ad will appear in the newsletter as well as in 
the archive at   http://sbdwcnewsletter.com where 
thousands can view it.  A link included in your ad 
will be “clickable” so as to send greater traffic to 
your site.
Help us find Boosters to cover the costs of printing 
our newsletter.  Cost for a one line listing is $20 
for 6 months or $35 for a year.  Cost for a two line 
listing is $30  for 6 months or $45  for a year,  ad-
ditional lines extra.

Contact pfarley_101@hotmail.com

You can find archived PDF copies of 
these our newsletters at

www.sbdwcnewsletter.com/

Our sincere Thoughts and Prayers 
are extended to all the US troops 

stationed in Afghanistan, Iraq, 
around the world and also to their 

families everywhere.  
We pray for the safe return of the 

troops, a speedy end to the war and 
the wisdom of our leaders to guide 

us in this conflict.


