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The last month has been a busy one for your SBDWC.  We were well 
represented at the Florida Democratic Party’s State Convention at Dis-
ney and then members Milly Krause, Terry Sanders, Shannon Roberts, 
Patty Farley, Vicki Impoco, and Cathy Stanton  came out in force to be at 
the Brevard Legislative Delegation meeting in Viera November 12 to let 
our legislators know what is important to us. (Some of the Speeches are 
included in this edition.)

The State Party Convention is always a real treat to experience.  Get a 
large room full of Democrats and you know something will happen. Florida Chair Allison 
Tant gave several cheerleading speeches to motivate the party.  Charlie Crist was seen ev-
erywhere glad-handing delegates, but he did not commit to running at the convention.  He 
waited a week, but everyone knew why he was there.  It was obvious the main support of 
the party was being given to Gwen Graham, Congressional candidate and daughter of past 
Senator Bob Graham and to Alex Sink to take the vacant seat of Representative Bill Young, 
much to the heartbreak of the candidate who had been campaigning for the seat for the Dem 
party for some time. Nan Rich gave two great speeches and distributed her Nan Fans, which 
I am sure will re-appear in many locations around the state. 

There were major issues with so many of the Caucus Sessions being held at the same time.  
Our President Maureen McKenna led a Women’s Caucus meeting in a small room and was 
visited by not only the invited guests, but surprise guest Charlie Crist.  Local Dem Bill 
Rettinger was elected president of the Democratic Disability Caucus.  The most interest-
ing time of the convention for this attendee was during the Labor Caucus, when we had 
no room, held the meeting in the hallway and were thrown out and ready to be arrested by 
Disney Security with Alan Grayson leading a very loud chant of “The People United will 
never be defeated” I must say a great time was had by all!



ERA Information & Action by Milly Krause

Please continue to call our legislators to press them to move the ERA bills out of committee and to 
the floor for a ratification vote in the 2014 Legislative Session. CALL OFTEN!!!!!!!!!!!

ACTION NEEDED - Call Rep. Gonzalez, Chair of the Local & Federal Affairs Committee and tell 
him you want the ERA Bill, ERC HCR 8001 to move out of committee and go for a vote on the 
house floor during the 2014 session. Call Rep. Eddy Gonzalez at his local office at (305) 364-3066 
or call him in Tallahassee at (850) 717-5111

ERA Q & A Continues – The following is Part V –

8. Since the 14th Amendment guarantees all citizens equal protection of the laws, why do we still need the ERA?

The 14th Amendment was ratified in 1868, after the Civil War, to deal with race discrimination. In referring to the 
electorate, it added the word “male “to the Constitution for the first time. Even with the 14th Amendment in the Consti-
tution women had to fight a long and hard political battle over more than 70 years to have their right to vote guaranteed 
through the 19th Amendment in 1920. It was not until 1971, in Reed v. Reed, that the Supreme Court applied the 14th 
Amendment for the first time to prohibit sex discrimination, in that case because the circumstances did not meet a 
rational-basis test. However, in that and subsequent decisions (Craig v. Boren, 1976; United States v. Commonwealth 
of Virginia, 1996), the Court declined to elevate sex discrimination claims to the strict scrutiny standard of review that 
the 14th Amendment requires for certain suspect classifications, such as race, religion, and national origin. The Court 
now applies heightened (so-called “skeptical”) scrutiny in cases of sex discrimination and requires extremely persua-
sive evidence to uphold a government action that differentiates on the basis of sex. However, such claims can still be 
evaluated under an intermediate standard of review, which requires only that such classifications must substantially 
advance an important governmental objective (rather than bear a necessary relation to a compelling state interest, as 
strict scrutiny requires). The ERA would require courts to go beyond the current application the 14th Amendment by 
adding sex to the list of suspect classifications protected by the highest level of strict judicial review. In an interview 
reported in the January 2011 California Lawyer, Supreme Court Justice Antonin Scalia stated his belief that the Consti-
tution does not protect against sex discrimination. This remark, which provoked widespread public reaction, has been 
cited as clear evidence of the need for an Equal Rights Amendment in order to guarantee that all judges, regardless of 
their judicial or political philosophy, apply the Constitution to prohibit sex discrimination.

9. Why has the ERA sometimes been referred to as the Women’s Equality Amendment?

The ERA is sometimes called the Women’s Equality Amendment to emphasize that women have historically been 
guaranteed fewer rights than men, and that equality can be achieved by raising women’s legal rights to the same level 
of constitutional protection as men’s. As its sex-neutral language makes clear, however, the ERA’s guarantee of equal 
rights would protect both women as a class and men as a class against sex discrimination under the law.

10. Aren’t there adequate legal protections against sex discrimination in the Equal Pay Act, the Pregnancy Discrimina-
tion Act, Titles VII and IX of the 1964 Civil Rights Act, court decisions based on the 14th Amendment’s equal protec-
tion principle, and other laws and court cases?

Without the ERA in the Constitution, the statutes and case law that have produced major advances in women’s rights 
since the middle of the last century are vulnerable to being ignored, weakened, or even reversed. By a simple majority, 
Congress can amend or repeal anti-discrimination laws, the Administration can negligently enforce such laws, and the 
Supreme Court can use the intermediate standard of review to permit certain regressive forms of sex discrimination. 
Ratification of the ERA would also improve the United States’ global credibility in the area of sex discrimination. 

Many other countries have in their govern-
ing documents, however imperfectly imple-
mented, an affirmation of legal equality of the 
sexes. Ironically, some of those constitutions 
– in Japan and Afghanistan, for example – 
were written under the direction of the United 
States government. The ERA is necessary to 
make our own Constitution conform with the 
promise engraved over the entrance to the 
Supreme Court – “Equal Justice Under Law.”

Terry Sanders’ address to the Brevard Legislative Delegation:  

I’m Terry Sanders with the Florida Nat’l Organization for Women as well as Legislative Director for Brevard NOW. I 
know there are hundreds of bills submitted each legislative session. I’m not going to take time to review bills target-
ing women’s personal liberties like the fetal personhood and abortion bans. These come up every year and you are all 
aware that NOW is against these invasions of a woman’s personal decisions. But today I wanted to make you aware 
of some positive bills that are of great importance to the women of Florida.

When a woman becomes pregnant there is no protection within Florida against losing her job. There is a federal law 
that prohibits discrimination based on pregnancy but no comparable Florida law. This means when a woman loses 
her job or is discriminated against because of her pregnancy – she has to sue in Federal court which is more costly 
and complex than taking it to her local State court. Rep. Berman and Sen. Thompson have reintroduced a pregnancy 
non-discrimination bill to add these protections for this session. I hope you will help support this bill. SB 220 / H 
0105

Similarly there are no protections in Florida regarding equal pay for women. Again, there is a Federal law protecting 
women from employment discrimination but again, taking these kinds of suits to Federal or in this case the Equal 
Employment Opportunity Commission is costly and lengthy. Sen. Joyner and Rep. Cruz have introduced an employ-
ment discrimination bill. SB 206 / H 0163

In addition – we support Rep. Saunders and Rashein and Sen. Abruzzo’s bill to prohibit discrimination based on 
sexual orientation. SB 0348 / H 0239

As well as Rep. Berman and Sen. Joyner’s Equal Rights Amendment bills. SB 0068 / H 8001

We would greatly appreciate your display of true support of women’s rights and support these bills.

Vicki Impoco’s address to the Brevard Legislative Delegation:

As a taxpayer I strongly object to the millions of tax dollars you award to the more than 75 faith based Crisis Preg-
nancy Centers across the state. 

Congressman Henry Waxman and the U.S. House of Representatives published the results of a special investigation 
of taxpayer-funded Crisis Pregnancy Centers or CPCs. They found CPCs routinely disseminate false and mislead-
ing medical information, misinformation about birth control methods, and other falsehoods including the effects of 
abortion on future fertility, the mental health effects of abortion and that abortion causes breast cancer.

 CPCs are not medical facilities but often shroud themselves in the guise of a health clinics. Medical information, 
contact information, or even employment information might be used in service of an ideological agenda because 
CPC’s are not subject to the protections of HIPAA. 



Very sad to report the passing of our beloved friend and member Eulalie Copeland, 95, 
of Malabar, who died Thursday November 7th. 

Please attend Our  SBDWC Holiday Party and 
Officer Inductions 

Saturday Dec.7th, 12:00, at Irene H. Canova Park Club House   
located  2289 Florida A1A, Indian Harbour Beach, FL 32937. 
(just north of the Eau Gallie Causeway on AIA, ) 
Call Madeline at 773-2949 to sign up for food 

We will be also be collecting 
canned food and unwrapped toys
for those in need.

Welcome to newest member Dena Minning.

Please reserve December the 9th as a National Day of Action. All over the United 
States events will be taking place to “Save our Schools”.  Florida has been targeted by 
corporate takeover schemes and is therefore on the map to hold events around the state. 
Brevard will be one of the locations that will have several events in different locations.  
Please plan on attending one in your part of the county.  More information will be sent to 
you later as the events evolve.

Our Region VI Meeting will be held November 30th at 12:00 at the home of Greater Orlando President Anna 
Eskamani and will be a covered dish luncheon.  If you are interested in attending, call 321-773-2949 and we will try 
to organize cars for travel.

Member Hazel Buggs is having a “Corporate Prayer Breakfast” Saturday December 7th from 8-10:30 at the 
Melbourne Beach Hilton.  The guest Speaker is Dr. Benjamin Brown, Sr.  from the Kingdom Life Church of Crist in 
Orlando.  Tickets are $14 for adult and $7 for child and must be purchased in advance.  call 321-794-4623 or 321-
676-3137

Most CPC volunteers who work directly with women are not medical professionals. Their main qualifications are 
a commitment to a type of Christianity and anti-choice beliefs. 

The women who go to CPCs are clearly sexually active yet CPCs often discourage women from using the most 
reliable FDA approved birth control methods, leaving them vulnerable to STDs, to more unintended pregnancies 
and creates more needy families that will depend on government entitlement programs. In fact Florida’s largest 
taxpayer funded Crisis Pregnancy Program, Care Net specifically instructs its centers not to give out information 
about birth control. 

I applaud these ministries efforts who pray, share the love of Jesus Christ, offer baby formula, diapers and provide 
maternity clothes to women who want to start families. However, I strongly object to CPCs not fully disclosing their 
true evangelical, anti-birth control, anti-abortion mission and their dissemination of false and misleading medical 
information with taxpayer money. Why is the funding for controversial CPCs a priority while funds for low income 
seniors, education, the disabled, abused, homeless and hungry children that truly need and deserve taxpayer help 
being cut? 

By continuing tax payer funding of controversial CPCs you as our representatives have taken an ideological stance 
that puts government in the business of furthering a chosen religion.

President Patty Farley’s address to the Brevard Legislative Delegation: 

I am a public educator and I am here today to speak for my students and ask for your commitment to public educa-
tion, which is the only way to give every child the opportunity to pursue a rich and productive life, both individually 
and as a member of society.

My students need…….the best public education possible—

“Best” means a fully funded and well-rounded education that includes arts, electives and serves students with a va-
riety of interests and skill levels, including vocational education

“Best” serves all students-- those with special needs or disabilities, English language learners, homeless kids and 
troubled children

“Best” for students means public education should not be for profit and disingenuous strategies—like “parent trig-
ger” laws and community hearings offered only after decisions have been made by others—are not supported.

Best for students means they, their schools and teachers’ success or failure does not rely on the results of a single 
high priced high stakes exam

Students need ….

To feel safe, to be nurtured, and to be empowered by feeling that their legislature cares about the things that matter 
to them and their families..

Class size matters!  Equality matters.  Jobs matter.   Medicaid matters…  Food stamps matter.

Student poverty matters and should be considered as a factor when teachers, students and school assessments are 
completed, and teachers and students should not be evaluated on programs that were not developed for that purpose.

Teacher salaries matter, too. Teachers were given a $2,500 raise by Governor Scott that recently became $1300 in 
Brevard, that is still not approved nor in effect. However, many teachers’ salaries were cut by as much as $3,500 this 
year when they were required to teach an extra class without extra pay to absorb recent lay-offs.

Our voices, students and teachers, matter and your voice in the Florida Legislature matters

My students need for you—their representatives-- to acknowledge that a large portion of student achievement is a 
product of out-of-school factors — and among the most powerful of those is economic status. Some students have 

Scheduled Events

Next  
SBDWC Meeting

Holiday Party

Dec. 7, 12:00

Irene Canova Park 
clubhouse

Indian Harbor Beach

trouble just surviving, much less succeeding in school.

My students need for you to change your focus and have a different conversation about 
education….instead of budget austerity — we need to be talking about raising public 
revenues to fund special tutoring, childcare, basic health programs and other services to 
help low income students.

In short, if you are serious about education, then this next legislative session will not be 
focused on attacking teachers and coming up with radical schemes to undermine tradi-
tional public schools. It will, instead, be focused on fighting poverty which is the biggest 
education problem of all.



“We don’t have to wait for Congress.” Twenty-one states and the District of Co-
lumbia have passed laws prohibiting workplace discrimination based on sexual 
orientation. It’s time for Florida to make that 22! We have passed laws against 
racial discrimination, ethnic discrimination, gender discrimination, and age dis-

crimination. We passed those laws because 
it was the right thing to do. Passing a law 
barring workplace discrimination based on 
sexual orientation or gender identity is also the right thing to do. And this is 
the right time to do it! As Governor, I will urge the state legislature to pass just 
such a bill – and you can count on me to sign it into law the instant it lands on 
my desk…………………Nan Rich

Super Mule

“Toronto Mayor Rob Ford admitted last week to having smoked crack while in office. Since then 
he has said multiple times that he will not step down. Legally they can’t force him to. The city 
council held a meeting to vote on whether or not to ask him to resign. That seems very Canadian 
to me.” –Jimmy Kimmel

It seems that during his re-election campaign this year, New Jersey Governor Chris Christie paid 
$46,000 to get advice from former strategists for Mitt Romney. The advice he got: ‘If you ever want to be president, 
don’t listen to us.’” –Jay Leno 

“Today a reporter asked Chris Christie, ‘What do you think of 2016?’ And Christie said, ‘I think it’s a good weight 
to get down to.’” –Jay Leno

In a new interview today, Sarah Palin refused to endorse Chris Christie. Afterward, Christie told Palin, ‘Thanks, I 
owe you one.’” –Conan O’Brien 

“It is Veterans Day. A 107-year-old veteran met with President Obama this morning. It was good to see the president 
finally getting along so well with John McCain.” –Conan O’Brien 

“This week’s climate change talks are taking place in Poland and they’re going to focus on China, the world’s 
biggest polluter. However, that discussion may get awkward on Wednesday when China buys Poland.” –Conan 
O’Brien

“What a week for Chris Christie. First they bring back the McRib, then he wins a blue state by a landslide. First time 
he’s ever won a landslide. He’s caused a few.” –Bill Maher 

“Time magazine put Chris Christie on the cover with the caption, ‘The Elephant in the Room.’ And People maga-
zine named him ‘Sexiest Garbage Truck in a Suit.’” –Bill Maher

In Colorado, voters have approved a tax on marijuana to fund the building of schools. In other words, kids don’t do 
drugs but stay in the schools funded by them.” –Conan O’Brien

“People are criticizing the latest issue of Time magazine. They’ve got Chris Christie on the cover with a silhouette 
and the headline, ‘The Elephant in the Room.’ But in their defense, I think they chose the least offensive title. Here’s 
the other ones they had: ‘Chris Christie Have a Whale of a Time.’ I didn’t like that one. ‘Between a Rock and a Lard 
Place.’ Yeah, that’s not good. And ‘Hail to the Chef.’” –Jay Leno

“Rand Paul, the senator from Kentucky, keeps getting into trouble. They say he actually plagiarized an entire sec-
tion of his 2012 book, ‘Government Bullies.’ When asked for comment, Paul said, ‘It was the best of times, it was 
the worst of times.’” –Jimmy Fallon 

“Apparently there is a huge crack cocaine problem in Toronto. Luckily, it’s just confined to the mayor’s office.” 
–Jay Leno

New Jersey re-elected Governor Chris Christie. Or as Christie put it, ‘I came back for seconds.’” –Conan O’Brien

“Chris Christie won a second term as New Jersey governor. And in honor of his big win, I promise no more fat jokes 
about him tonight. But seriously, the margin of victory was so big, even he could walk through it.” –Jimmy Fallon

Photos from the Dem State Convention.
Above: “Nan Fans” Vicki Impoco, Laura 
Fausone, Nan Rich, Michele Paccione, Patty 
Farley, and Mary Freeman
Left: “At the Banquet” Milly Krause, Kelly 
Crutcher, Denise Gore, Patty Farley, Seeta 
Begui, and Madeline Farley

Rumors are flying around that Senator Bill Nelson, who as late as the 
Florida Dem Convention was saying he was not interested in running 
for Governor, is actually waiting in the wings to see how Charlie Crist 
is doing. And if Crist falters Nelson will step in. Some like Crist, but 
most love Nelson. Then are a few who believe major behind the scene 
deals have already laid the ground work for Nelson to run and pick 
Crist as his successor in the US Senate.

According to the Miami Herald Crist is off to a good start, raising 
$872,000 in 13 days, and another $500,000 raised in a Saturday Bilt-
more Hotel fundraiser. A recent survey by a Republican-leaning firm 
found Crist leading Scott by 10 percentage points.
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Become an SBDWC Booster
Your ad will appear in the newsletter as well as in 
the archive at   http://sbdwcnewsletter.com where 
thousands can view it.  A link included in your ad 
will be “clickable” so as to send greater traffic to 
your site.
Help us find Boosters to cover the costs of printing 
our newsletter.  Cost for a one line listing is $20 
for 6 months or $35 for a year.  Cost for a two line 
listing is $30  for 6 months or $45  for a year,  ad-
ditional lines extra.

Contact pfarley_101@hotmail.com

You can find archived PDF copies of 
these our newsletters at

www.sbdwcnewsletter.com/

Our sincere Thoughts and Prayers 
are extended to all the US troops 
stationed in Afghanistan, around 

the world and also to their families 
everywhere.  

We pray for the safe return of the 
troops, a speedy end to the war and 
the wisdom of our leaders to guide 

us in this conflict.

http://www.zazzle.com/hodad66

