
December 2011 At the recent Florida Democratic Convention in Orlando, the SBDWC 
had several members in attendance as delegates from Brevard County.  It 
was hard to catch all of them, but this photo managed to get some of them 
together.  The SBDWC is full of active dynamic women who strive to 
improve our community.  Thank you for all that you do

A recurring 
topic during 
the convention 
was voter suppression. Most of 
the potentially disenfranchised 
belong to the Democratic Party’s 
core constituencies — minority, 
elderly, young and low-income 
voters.   Senator Bill Nelson was 
there and addressed this issue.  
Just last week he brought the 
matter  up on the US Senate floor 
saying that  the new, stricter vot-
ing laws are in states that make 

up two-thirds of the 270 electoral votes needed  to win the presidency. That includes Florida, 
where his own re-election — and the presidential contest — will mark the first major test. 
Sen. Bill Nelson has asked the Justice Department to investigate whether new voting laws 
passed in his own state and more than a dozen others were part of a coordinated effort to sup-
press voter turnout among millions of people in next year’s presidential election. Nelson has 
been particularly critical of changes to early voting that no longer allow people to vote on 
the Sunday before elections — a prime time for many African-American voters who would 
cast their ballots following church services. 

Opponents of the new laws say the identification 
requirements could prove to be the major prob-
lem.   A study by New York University’s Bren-
nan Center for Justice found that more than 21 
million Americans don’t have government-issued 
photo identification.   NAACP officials added 
that some 25 percent of African-Americans na-
tionwide don’t have the proper documentation to 
meet ID requirements in some states.  The Bren-
nan Center for Justice said the new laws could 
restrict  voting access to 5 million people.

President’s
Message

SBDWC
Boosters

Super Mule

Politics 2011

Editor’s Notes



President’s Message 

Dear members of the South Brevard Democratic Women’s Club,

It doesn’t seem like four years since you first elected me your President, but it has been and I want 
to thank you  for your continuous support in all our club endeavors over this time.  Four years ago 
in December  we had 47 members and were wondering who our Democratic presidential nominee 
would be.    A few months later we were organizing against Rudi Giuliani and John McCain,  writ-
ing letters about George Bush and  Charlie’s Crist’s antics, and meeting  local politicians at our 
teas that we would be working hard for months to support—people like Steven Blyth, Laura Dils, 
and Seeta Begui , who became a loyal member during her campaign for school Board. We organized covered dish 
picnics, barbecue fundraisers, Fourth of July parades and hat contests, while trying to hold the club members together 
when the Obama- Clinton primary votes were discussed—even within my own family.

I was so very proud of our “float” in the Melbourne Fourth of July Parade each year and the success of our newslet-
ter.  Stopping the McCain Motorcade on US 1 in front of our Vote Democratic sign was a major point of pride for the 
SBDWC that year—surpassed by the ultimate turning Florida blue with the win for President Obama.

A major goal of the club was to inform and educate our members and the public and I feel the newsletter was a major 
factor in this task. Now we have expanded into Facebook and have our website.  I am proud of our accomplishments. 
One of our biggest events was the celebration of President Obama’s Inaugural Ball.  My own grandson flew in from 
Seattle to attend the event with me.

We had Membership Tea Parties, Fashion shows, garage sales, and reality checks as we began fighting the actions of 
Tallahassee and “Birther Bill” Posey.   As our new President met obstacles with Congress, the letter writing of our 
members was strong and evident in the Florida Today. We had members fighting against the war, Glenn Beck, Sarah 
Palin, Michele Bachman and the tea party movement.

 In October 2009 Region VI was the host Region for the DWC of FL convention and our club did a wonderful job of 
organizing and registering the many delegates at the nearby Crown Plaza.  

We  met and supported some great people during the campaigns, such as Alex Sink, Daniel Gelber, Dave Aronberg, 
Loranne Ausley, Kendrick Meek, Alan Grayson, Amy Tidd, and Shannon Roberts.  We decided to draft Jodi to run 
for office and did a great job of actually running a candidate for office.  We helped her put together an office and staff 
and enough monetary support to get the “James Gang”  ball rolling and proved how viable the SBDWC could be as 
a powerful force in local politics in Brevard.  How proud I was of that campaign and this group of workers!   We had 
an entire summer and fall of fundraisers for all of our candidates, and even held a Luau in my back year complete 
with music and fire dancers.

We now seem to have a full social schedule that includes Ice Cream socials and Champagne and Chocolate affairs 
along with our annual Tea Parties, Fashion Shows and attendance at State Democratic Conventions and Jefferson-
Jackson Day dinners.

Along the way we networked with other groups and joined forces with local unions, NOW, the NAACP, the Space 
Coast Progressive Alliance and the DEC to hopefully expand Democratic and progressive thought and ideals in this 
community and show a united front against our common foes—Rick Scott, Mike Haridolopous, John Tobia     and 
the Republicans in Tallahassee and Washington and give support for our local heros—Senator Bill Nelson and Alan 
Grayson.

We have bonded as friends, sisters, and even brothers with club members and watched our flag bearer Justice James 
mature into a young man who will be a page at this next legislature.  We were saddened by the loss of our sisters 
— Helene Kansas, Mary Clare Vrana, Mary Ann O’Sullivan, Bibi Van Orsdale, and Stella Shockley. , but we will 



continue to work.    Today we have 63 members, and we will put our shoulder to the wheel and we will roll forward 
together.

I want to thank each of you for all your support during this time as your President and ask that you continue to support 
the work of the SBDWC as we grow and expand, as I will. I am still here and I will be on the Executive Board, but I 
will always be proud that you allowed me to serve as the President of this organization.

At our next meeting we will have our Holiday Party and New officer Installation. The meeting will be December 3rd,   
2 pm at the residence of President Madeline Farley 173 Coral Way East , Indialantic  The new officers of the SBDWC 
are:

President  Patricia Farley-Crutcher

Vice President Milly Krause

Second Vice President Eileen Manning

Secretary Hope Stewart

Treasurer Artney Turner.

We will have a buffet  luncheon and members are asked to bring items ready to go onto the salad bar.

Please call 321-773-2949 for information.

Start planning now for  Tallahassee Days
 

DEMOCRATIC WOMEN’S CLUB OF FLORIDA, INC.
TALLAHASSEE LEGISLATIVE DAYS

WHEN? Monday, February 6 and Tuesday, February 7, 2012

WHERE? Accommodations provided at $89.00 per night at Holiday Inn Capitol East, 1355 Appalachee Parkway, 
Tallahassee, Fl., 32301. Phone: 850-877-3171. Hot breakfast included in price. Free parking. Space for three buses 
available at hotel parking lot. Many surrounding restaurants. Hotel attached to Applebees.
TRANSIT FROM/TO HOTEL AND CAPITOL: Low taxi fare, public bus transportation, shuttle from nearby Gov-
ernor’s Mall. Short drive to Capitol parking if drive on your own.

SCHEDULE: 
MONDAY- DWCF quarterly meeting may be held from 8-9:30 am, followed by a snack break. If quarterly mtg. is 
not held, speakers will begin at 8:00 pm. If quarterly meeting is held, speakers will begin at 10:00 which will include 
lobbyists and legislators. Snacks and lunch will be catered at $25 per attendee. Supper on your own. 2012 campaign 
kick-off dessert reception with legislators and FDP dignitaries present in evening. 

TUESDAY-
MORNING: Optional historical tours in am at Capitol Museum and Old Capitol Museum have been scheduled. Visit 
your legislators and view legislative sessions. DWCF capitol media event in late morning.

AFTERNOON: DWCF capitol media event, ending with plan of action session facilitated by Loranne Ausley back 
at hotel. Gift drawings will announced.



Please Read and Spread  these Women For Obama Talking Points:

Women now comprise nearly half of the work force, the majority of undergraduate • 
students in our colleges and universities, and serve as primary caregivers for our 
children and seniors. 

As the heads of households and workplaces across the country, women have felt • 
the brunt of the decades long erosion of middle class security. As they work harder 
and harder - while still providing care for their families - women have been at the forefront of coping with stag-
nant wages, reduced health and pension benefits, the burdens of college debt and the lack of good jobs, with good 
wages.

To reclaim the security the middle class has lost, we have to restore the basic values that made our country • 
great – fairness, equal opportunity, and the fundamental belief that we’re all in this together – that we’re greater 
together.  

America prospers when everyone plays by the same rules, on a fair and level playing field, and can succeed if they • 
work hard, no matter their gender, where they come from or whether they work on Main Street or Wall Street.

That’s why President Obama led the fight to ensure that women could demand equal pay for an equal day’s • 
work. 

It’s one of the reasons why he named two women to the Supreme Court to ensure that all Americans are repre-• 
sented. 

And it’s why the president fought efforts to defund and limit women’s access to health care at every turn.• 

President Obama believes that we cannot forsake our values in our quest for prosperity; we need to innovate and • 
educate – not just cut – our way to success.  

That’s why, even as he worked tirelessly to put Americans back to work, President Obama took action to make • 
college more affordable and health costs lower, to rein in Wall Street and keep good teachers in our schools, and 
to keep America safe and secure while bringing our soldiers home from Iraq.

Accomplishments

Economy

When President Obama took office, jobs were disappearing at a rate of more than 700,000 a month.  Under his • 
leadership, we have seen twenty straight months of private sector job growth and the creation of nearly 2.8 mil-
lion private sector jobs.

As part of that effort, he helped pass emergency funding to support more than 260,000 jobs in public schools • 
around the country.

He passed 17 small business tax cuts to boost entrepreneurship and innovation.• 

And to lay the foundation for an economy built to last, he helped direct government investments in the jobs and • 
industries of the future, so American companies can invent the next Facebook, Google or clean-energy automo-
bile.

Health

Worked to expanded health coverage to four million previously uninsured kids through the Children’s Health • 
Insurance Plan Reauthorization

Provided health security to middle class families by holding insurance companies accountable.  Under the Afford-• 
able Care Act, it will be illegal for insurance companies to:

Deny coverage to people with pre-existing conditions like heart disease, arthritis or cancer• 



Scheduled Events

Next Meeting

December 3rd
2:00 PM

173 Coral Way East
Indialantic, FL

Holiday Party and
New Officer
Installation

Cancel someone’s coverage if they get sick• 

Refuse to cover kids born with medical conditions• 

Charge women more than men for health coverage• 

The Affordable Care Act helps bring health care costs down by requiring insurance • 
companies to give rebates to consumers if they don’t spend at least 80% of their pre-
mium on providing care.

Makes insurance fairer by requiring health plans to include coverage without copay • 
for the preventive services women need, including cancer screenings, well woman 
visits, domestic violence screening and counseling, contraception and breastfeeding 
support.

Has stood up to Republicans trying to defund Planned Parenthood, the largest provider • 
of women’s health care in the country

And he continues to stand by a woman’s right to choose • 

Education

Helped make college more affordable for working families by doubling Pell grant • 
funding and providing tax credits for tuition expenses.  An estimated 9.4 million fami-
lies have benefited in 2011 alone.

Loan forgiveness after ten years for people who go into fields including teaching, nurs-• 
ing and the armed forces who have made their loan payments on time.

Capped the maximum amount of student loan payments for certain borrowers at 10 • 
percent of income and allows remaining debt to be forgiven after 20 years for those 
who have made their loan payments on time.
Launched Race to the Top, which has led over 40 states to raise their standards for • 
teaching and learning in K-12 schools so students are prepared for success in college 
and the workplace.

Funded 286,000 jobs in public schools across the country through the Recovery Act.• 

National Security

Ended combat operations in Iraq and brought home more than 100,000 troops, with the rest coming home by the • 
end of the year. Started to bring troops home from Afghanistan as we begin the transition of security responsibili-
ties to Afghan forces.

Eliminated more of Al-Qaeda’s leadership in the last three years than at any time since 9/11, including Osama • 
bin Laden.

Protecting Women’s Rights

Signed the Lily Ledbetter Fair Pay Act, ending a decade-long battle to ensure that women could demand equal • 
pay for equal work

Appointed two women to the Supreme Court, including the first Latina.• 

Created the White House Council on Women and Girls to help ensure that they are treated fairly in all matters of • 
public policy and to ensure that cabinet-level agencies coordinate their policies and programs that impact women 
and families.

Made an substantial investment to expand opportunities for women and girls in the science, technology, engineer-• 
ing and mathematics (STEM) fields critical for growth in the 21st century economy.



Several of the members of the SBDWC were delegates and very visible at the recent Florida Democratic convention.  
Some of the members there were Frances Speegle, Madeline Farley, Karen Pyzette, Gerri Kapushy, Eileen Manning, 
Jodi James, Vicki Impocco, Laura Fausone, Seeta Begui, Suzy McNeil, Kelly Crutcher and Patty Farley.

The South Brevard Democratic Women’s Club, the Palm Bay Democratic Wom-
en’s Club, the Rockledge Democratic Women’s Club and the Central Brevard 
Democratic Women’s were host to the kick off of the Women for Obama Cam-
paign in Brevard County November 17th at the Brevard Agricultural Center.  The 
event took place at the monthly DEC meeting , with decorations, information and  
plenty of good food furnished by the DWC’s.   A pre- scheduled phone call from 
Congresswoman Debbie Wasserman Schultz was the highlight of the evening.  A 
Big Thank you to all who donated their time and efforts to make this a successful 
event.  Over 80 individuals were in attendance.

Please note:  The Piccadilly has closed and we will have to find a new location 
for our meetings. Me-Maws in Indian Harbor was kind and worked with us so we 
could get their banquet room at the last minute for our November meeting.   Thank 
you Me-Maws Barbecue!

This is a reminder to do the on line Florida Democratic Party Platform survey.  We want and need to show that wom-
en’s issues should be a major focus of the next platform. 

 
The DEC put on another great evening of en-
tertainment at Alan and Pat Jokoff’s lovely 
home.  This time the theme was Dining with 
Dems goes Caribbean and again many of our 
members turned out in force to support the 
cause.

At our last meeting a vote passed to change 
the position of corresponding secretary to 
Communication Chair.  Due to rising printing 
costs we will be sending our newsletter out to 
members via email, unless you tell us other-
wise.  Members who do not have an email ad-
dress will still receive a paper copy.  If a large 

group of members still prefer to receive the paper copies, we will do a fund raiser to help supplement the costs of the 
newsletter.

Amy Tidd now has a radio program on WMEL—1300 on your radio dial-- on Saturday mornings at 10:00.  
She will have many of our local Democratic candidates and issues on her program. Listen to Amy and give her 
our support! 



Super Mule

The Republican Presidential candidates have really been fighting for attention this week. In fact, 
Rick Perry proposed cutting the president’s salary in half. Yeah, Perry was like, ‘What do I care? 
It’s not like it’ll affect me!’” –Jimmy Fallon

“In a new interview, Herman Cain said that if Rick Perry were an ice cream flavor, he’d be 
‘Rocky Road.’ I don’t know, Perry’s not really any flavor of ice cream. He’s just the brain freeze 

part.” –Jimmy Fallon

“Last week President Obama was in Hawaii. Now he’s in Australia. Next week he’s in Indonesia. I think he watched 
the Republican debates and went, ‘This is going to be a piece of cake,’ and went on vacation” –Craig Ferguson

“Yesterday President Obama urged his supporters to watch the Republican debates. Though legally he was forced to 
add, ‘But not while operating heavy machinery.’” –Jimmy Fallon

“Today Rick Perry introduced a new plan to overhaul all three branches of government. Just as soon as he comes up 
with a plan to remember all three branches of government.” –Jimmy Fallon 

“Herman Cain flubbed a question on Libya yesterday and then tried to cover by saying, ‘Oh, I thought you meant 
Libya Newton-John.’” –Jimmy Kimmel

Herman Cain’s campaign insists there are more women out there waiting to charge him with harassment. They fig-
ure people can take a sex creep in the White House, but not someone who says, ‘Libya, hmm,’ and just sits there.” 
–Daily Show correspondent Herman Cain

Ron Paul’s campaign is upset because during last week’s Republican presidential debate, he only got to speak for 89 
seconds. Meanwhile, Rick Perry’s campaign is upset because during last week’s debate, he got to speak.” –Conan 
O’Brien

People are still talking about Rick Perry’s memory lapse. And it happened a couple of months ago too, when he had 
trouble remembering the name of his hunting camp.” –David Letterman

“There was another Republican debate on Saturday, and listen to this: Ron Paul only got 89 seconds to speak. Seri-
ously? Rick Perry gets more time than that to try to remember something.” –Jimmy Fallon

“Someone told Rick Perry today that Obama, as he did, laid a wreath on the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier. And 
Rick Perry said ‘See, he blanks on names too.’” –Bill Maher

“Rick Perry forgets his own talking points, Herman Cain forgets every woman he ever groped, Mitt Romney forgets 
he used to be for everything he is now against; they don’t need debates, they need ginkgo biloba.” –Bill Maher

“It has gotten so bad in the party that Newt Gingrich is now starting to surge, which is never good news for Mrs. 
Gingrich.” –Bill Maher 

“More bad news for Rick Perry. Tomorrow there’s another debate.” –Jay Leno

“A new poll shows 45 percent of Republicans believe that Mitt Romney will be the nominee, and that rises to 46 
percent if you count Rick Perry, who also believes Mitt Romney will be the nominee.” –Jay Leno 

“Rick Perry also said the other night he wants to get rid of the Department of Education. Well, that’s the problem 
with kids in America today. They’re just too educated.” –Jay Leno

“There was an awkward moment when Herman Cain turned to Michele Bachmann and asked her what she was will-
ing to do to get the job.” –Conan O’Brien 

“Big news from last night’s Republican debate, you guys. It turns out George Bush was actually the smart Texas 
governor.” –Jimmy Fallon



You can find PDF copies of these news-
letters at www.sbdwcnewsletter.com/

www.hodadpix.com

Eileen Manning

Geraldine Kapushy

Be an SBDWC Booster
Your ad will appear in the newsletter as well as in 
the archive at   http://sbdwcnewsletter.com where 
thousands can view it.  A link included in your ad 
will be “clickable” so as to send greater traffic to 
your site.
Help us find Boosters to cover the costs of printing 
our newsletter.  Cost for a one line listing is $20 
for 6 months or $35 for a year.  Cost for a two line 
listing is $30  for 6 months or $45  for a year,  ad-
ditional lines extra.

Contact pfarley_101@hotmail.com

Jackolyn Lombardo

Madeline Farley
Cathy Stanton

Jane Feldman

Milly Krause

Bea Gillespie

Vicki Impoco

Our sincere Thoughts and Prayers 
are extended to all the US troops 

stationed in Iraq,  Afghanistan  and 
also to their families everywhere.  

We pray for the safe return of the 
troops, a speedy end to the war and 
the wisdom of our leaders to guide 

us in this conflict.

Alan & Pat Jotkoff

Leonia Francis

Laura Fausone

Janie Holman

Artney Turner

Bessie Barnes

Maggie Gula

Terry Sanders


