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Politics 2010

There’s no way around it—the results of the recent elections were, with 
only a few exceptions, horrible and depressing.  This recent Republican 
win has brought a whole new meaning to the old phrase of “Red Scare.”  
Candidates who are determined to roll back years of social and economic 
progress were swept into office by an electorate who were sadly misin-
formed or maladjusted.

We can despair or we can regroup!   It is time—not to give up—but to 
stand and fight for social justice and our Democratic ideals and talking 
points.  The election was overwhelmingly about high unemployment, the poor economy, 
out-sourced jobs and general discontent, which is always aimed at the party in power.  
While the Republican and tea party group embrace Social Security and Medicare cuts and 
go on and on about ear marks, which is such a small percentage of the budget that it is 
laughable, Democrats need to fight for sensible investments  in infrastructure, green energy 
initiatives and research and development.   Instead of following the lead of the National 
Commission on Fiscal Responsibility and Reform, which has laid out an austere proposal 
to reduce the deficit, we need to support President Obama and allow the temporary Bush 
tax cuts for the wealthy to disappear.

The extremist GOP have won a majority in the House of Representatives nationally and 
Florida is suffering from a Red Tide that we cannot even guess the effects of yet with Rick 
Scott at the head of government and Haridopolos leading the Senate.  We must not de-

spair, for the sake of our nation and our state.  We 
must find and mobilize the base of the Democratic 
Party before 2012—young people, Latinos, Afri-
can Americans, single women and unions.  In this 
way we can be an effective counterweight for the 
corporate funding behind the Republican Party.

I called upon many of you to work in the last elec-
tions, particularly for the candidates who were 
members of our club.  Many of you devoted hours 
of non-stop work, hosted fund-raisers or attended 

fund-raisers at every opportunity.  I personally thank you and am proud of all we did work-
ing side by side.  We have proved that the SBDWC is a force to be taken very seriously to 
all in this state.

Attending the Holiday Party will give us all time to sit, talk, think and regroup.  Plan to 
attend.   See details inside.



Editor’s Notes

Have you ever wondered just why so much hatred has been aimed at Nancy 
Pelosi?  Why was it such an issue when she ran for House Minority Leader and won?  The answer 
is simple-- because she is so great at what she does.  She is a gutsy, intelligent Democrat who just 
happens to be the most powerful woman in American politics and, according to Christian Science 
Monitor, the most powerful House Speaker since Sam Rayburn a half century ago.  

Yes—there are a lot of politicians around from both parties who resent that a woman shattered the 
marble ceiling of Capitol Hill and became in line for the presidency. Marco Rubio and Bill Posey 
were among those who included her photo on numerous campaign mailers to make her a scapegoat for the economic 
crisis of our government.  But it is much more than that— Nancy Pelosi is effective and gets the job done.  That’s 
why all the “right” people are out to get her—the “rightwing” Republicans, tea party crowd, “blue dogs” and religious 
right.

While Republicans vilify and denigrate her, as female democrats, we need to remind those around us of her accom-
plishments.  In an interview in 2008 she told The Nation Magazine that her priority was going to be “Jobs, Health 
care and Energy “and she stuck to that. Under her leadership the House passed a health care bill that included a public 
option, and taxed the wealthy rather than workers’ benefits. The House passed a larger stimulus bill than the Senate 
and bolder jobs bills. And it passed an energy bill that capped carbon. In all, more than 400 House bills weren’t even 
voted on by a meek Senate stifled by the GOP and conservative Democratic accomplices. 

In early 2009, she led the effort to pass the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act to create and save millions of 
American jobs, provide relief for American families, and provide a tax cut to 95 percent of working Americans.  Pelosi 
continues to focus on the need to create American jobs and prevent jobs from being shipped overseas, strengthen the 
economy and most recently passed strong Wall Street reforms to rein in big banks and protect consumers.

The Speaker spearheaded passage of historic health insurance reform legislation in the House to provide insurance for 
32 million more Americans while lowering health care costs over the long term.  The new law provides patients with 
affordable insurance choices, curbs abuses by the insurance industry, strengthens Medicare, and will reduce the deficit 
by $143 billion over the next 10 years.  To help students and families pay for college, the Congress passed and the 
President signed into law the Student Aid and Fiscal Responsibility Act.  The law reforms the system of federal student 
loans to save taxpayers $87 billion – and then invests $77 billion of those savings back into education.

Also in the 111th Congress, the Lilly Ledbetter Fair Pay Act was enacted to restore the ability of women and all work-
ers to access our judicial system to fight pay discrimination.  Other significant legislation include: children’s health 
care legislation (SCHIP) providing health care for 11 million American children and national service legislation and 
expanding national volunteerism opportunities.  Under the Speaker’s leadership, the House passed and President 
Obama signed hate crimes legislation, which will help protect Americans against violence based on sexual orientation, 
race, religion, gender, national origin, disability, or gender identity.

Speaker Pelosi enacted comprehensive energy legislation in 2007 that raised vehicle fuel efficiency standards for the 
first time in 32 years while making an historic commitment to American home grown biofuels.  In 2009, under her 
leadership, the House passed the landmark American Clean Energy and Security Act – a comprehensive bill to create 
clean energy jobs, combat climate change, and transition America to clean energy economy.  The legislation awaits 
Senate action, but sends a strong signal to the world on the United States’ commitment to fighting the climate crisis.

In continuing to push for accountability and reform, under Speaker Pelosi, the House has passed the toughest ethics 
reform legislation in the history of the Congress, including the DISCLOSE Act, which will fight a corporate takeover 
of U.S. elections and provide additional disclosure.

Additional key accomplishments signed into law under the leadership of Speaker Pelosi include:  an increase in the 



minimum wage for the first time in 10 years, the largest college aid expansion since the GI bill in more than 60 years, 
and a new GI education bill for veterans of the Iraq and Afghanistan wars and increased services for the veterans, 
caregivers, and the Veterans Administration. 

Powerful economic forces have targeted Speaker Nancy Pelosi and have spent enormous sums of money to bring 
her down. They spent 75 million, in fact, and money talks.  These forces don’t hesitate to use the ugliest impulses of 
racism, sexism, and xenophobia.  When Republicans portrayed her as Satan they were showing their kinder, gentler 
side. The preferred tactics were sexist: Republicans and their big-media allies characterized her as the Wicked Witch, 
“Pussy Galore,” a “hag,” and a “bitch.” and worse in on-line blogs. The loss of Pelosi’s leadership would be a victory 
for the ugliest impulses among us - impulses that have been aided, abetted, and financed by the big money lobbyists 
from Wall Street and the U.S. Chamber of Commerce.  The Democrats need her leadership, the President needs her 
guidance, the country needs her voice, and as Democratic Women we need her example.

Haridopolos and Ethics?
In the Florida Legislature on Monday, incoming Senate President Mike Haridopolos showed exactly how he 
feels about ethics.. Haridopolos rewarded disgraced freshman Sen. Jim Norman, a Republican from Tampa, with a 
committee chairmanship.

This just after Haridopolos’ shoddy account oversight included failing to properly disclose from 2005-2008 a 
$400,000 investment home in Mt. Dora and failing to report consulting income from a Melbourne company -- con-
nected to a well-known Republican booster -- that was twice his Senate salary. The Ethics Commission announced 
Thursday it found probable cause that Haridopolos broke state disclosure laws

Yet Norman, a former Hillsborough County commissioner, 
was appointed chairman of the Joint Administrative Proce-
dures Committee. Haridopolos obviously doesn’t care that 
Norman is under investigation by the FBI and faces state 
ethics complaints for failing to disclose that his wife pur-
chased a lake front Arkansas home with $500,000 from the 
late Ralph Hughes, a businessman with close ties to Nor-
man.

Instead of marginalizing Norman as ethically questionable, 
Haridopolos gave him a  leadership spot. The trend is clear: 
Ethics infractions will be overlooked for someone loyal to 
the party. Ethics be damned!!   I guess you can’t fault lil 
Mikey since the new Florida governor elect is famous for 
claiming the 5th in refusal to answer questions in a Medi-
care fraud case.  He took the 5th  seventy five times!!

Ethics? We don’t need no damned

ethics in Florida politics!!



Paycheck Fairness Act Fails to Win Key Votes from Maine Senators
Republicans in the U.S. Senate recently  blocked a bill aimed at eliminating pay gaps 
between men and women. Supporters of the Paycheck Fairness Act, including the Obama administration, had 
hoped Maine’s moderate Republicans would vote to wrap up debate on the measure. 

Sens. Olympia Snowe and Susan Collins both backed last year’s Lilly Ledbetter Act, which lifted the statute of 
limitations on wage discrimination cases. But this time, they filibustered with their party, and the bill fell two votes 
short of the 60 needed to advance. The tally was 58 to 41.

“We’re disappointed in the vote in the Senate--both the votes of our individual Maine senators, who can really make 
a difference and in others who have failed to stand up as well,” says Sarah Standiford, executive director of the 
Maine Women’s Lobby. She says the bill’s failure not only hurts women, but families struggling in a recession.

“The recovery of the American middle class really begins and ends with well-paying jobs, and women are increas-
ingly the sole breadwinners for their famlies,” she says. “So it’s really not just a matter of fairness, but also the key 
to a family’s ability to make ends meet that women bring home the pay that they deserve.”

 The federal government reports that women make 77 cents for every dollar earned by men. The bill would have 
made it easier for women to file class action suits against employers, and would have lifted the cap on damages. It 
also called on businesses to share salary information with the government.

 But Maine’s senators sided with the business community in opposing the measure, saying it would add to their 
costs.  “This would take resources away from small business owners that could be used to create jobs and make 
investments necessary to stay in business, and really hand it over to trial lawyers,” says David Clough, state director 
of the National Federation of Independent Businesses.

 The business community has argued that pay gaps have less to do with gender discrimination, and more with per-
sonal choices made by women--like forgoing higher pay for better benefits, or time to care for children. 

“The gender imbalance is a lot more complicated than some of the headlines might indicate,” he says. “My under-
standing is where men and women have comparable jobs, with comparable education skills and comparable back-
grounds, there’s not the kind of pay gap that seems apparent when you remove some of the details.”

State Labor Commissioner Laura Fortman says  the Baldacci administration  did not take a position on the federal 
bill but has been working to reduce pay disparities between the genders, starting out by making it easier for people 
to file complaints.

“We now have on our Web site a complaint form that people can fill out if they feel that they have been paid un-
fairly, so those are steps that have been taken here in Maine,” she says.

The Paycheck Fairness Act had already passed the U.S. House earlier this year. The lame-duck session of Congress 
was seen by supporters as their best chance of getting it passed before Republicans take over the House in Janu-
ary.



Dear Friends, Over the past six years as Chair of the Florida Democratic Party, I have been honored by the 
trust and confidence you have placed upon me to lead our efforts to empower the grassroots and build a lasting 
infrastructure for our party.

Working together, we have upgraded our technology, modernized our strategies, cultivated a new generation of 
Democratic leaders, and raised more funds than at any point in our party’s history. We have worked to register 
new Democratic voters, leading to record gains in our party’s membership. Our investments in building and 
sustaining our Voter File have allowed us to accurately target and actively engage voters across the Sunshine 
State.

We have built a successful new media communications program, which allows us to regularly communicate 
with hundreds of thousands of Floridians through email to recruit volunteers and fundraise online. And I am 
especially proud of the fact that of the over 38,000 donations to the Florida Democratic Party since I became 
Chair, nearly 65% of these donations were grassroots contributions of $250 or less.

Recently, while we have watched the Republican Party of Florida face arrests and indictments for their party’s 
activities, we have shown the Sunshine State that Florida Democrats are the party of honest and ethical leader-
ship.

We have put in place the best professional staff of any Democratic State Party in the nation, who I would like to 
personally thank for their tireless work and selfless dedication to our party. Providing the guidance and leader-
ship for our staff, as well as helping them accomplish the goals we set, has been the most rewarding part of my 
tenure as Chair. I hope you will continue showing our staff the same respect and level of support that you have 
provided over the past many years.

After many months of reflection and discussion with my family, our staff, and many of you, I have decided to 
retire as Chair of the Florida Democratic Party. In the coming months I look forward to not only spending more 
time with my husband, John, my children, and grandchildren, but also continuing to serve the Florida Demo-
cratic Party. I have pledged to do everything in my power to help ensure that the Chair we elect in the near 
future has a seamless transition and is ready to succeed in the role.

And I would like to thank each of you for your support, your work on behalf of the Florida Democratic Party, 
and most importantly for your continued friendship. There is still much work to be done as we continue fight-
ing for our values, for the Democratic solutions to the problems facing the Sunshine State, and for the leaders 
we need to move our state forward.

Sincerely,

Congresswoman Karen Thurman
Chair, Florida Democratic Party



Super Mule

Wall Street hands out new bonuses. Poor people, get prepared to be trickled down on.” –Ste-
phen Colbert “

“George W. Bush was signing copies of his new memoir ‘Decision Points’ at a Borders Book-
store yesterday. Did you hear about that? Yeah, when he saw the bookstore, he was like, ‘I 
heard about these places, but I never believed they were real.’ I’m not even wearing special 
glasses. This is great.’” –Jimmy Fallon

 “I finally read former President Bush’s memoir, and I’ve got to say, the book was way better than the presidency.” 
–Jimmy Fallon

 “George W. Bush says he is glad to be out of the Oval Office because he doesn’t have to think all the time. And 
I’m thinking wait a minute, that was him thinking all the time. Really?” –David Letterman

President Bush is everywhere talking about his book and he’s being very candid. In one interview, he said that he 
used to do stupid things while he was drunk. But think about it, who among us hasn’t had a couple of drinks and 
invaded Iraq?” —David Letterman

 “President Bush is everywhere. He’s been on the Larry King show. He’s been on the ‘Today Show’ with Matt 
Lauer, he’s been on all of the programs. He was on Rachael Ray this morning water boarding a veal cutlet.” 
–David Letterman

“The weirdest part of his memoir is that Bush says when he was a teenager, his mother showed him a fetus that 
she had miscarried that she kept in a jar. And his decision point there was to start drinking. ... Actually Bush says 
when she showed him the fetus in the jar, that’s what made him so strongly against abortion — and for food 
labels.” –Bill Maher

 “An article on ‘Huffington Post yesterday claimed that several passages of George W. Bush’s new memoir ‘Deci-
sion Points” were lifted from other books, including several written by his advisers. Which explains why he spent 
much of the book complaining about his boss.” –Seth Meyers

“George Bush’s memoir out. It’s called ‘Decision Points’ It’s also available in an audio version so you can listen 
to it while you drive the economy off the cliff.” –Bill Maher

“Bush was everywhere this week. He was on Matt Lauer, Sean Hannity, Oprah. And he got 50 bucks for his fetus 
in a jar on ‘The Antique Roadshow.’” –Bill Maher

“George W. Bush has a new memoir out and he said in an interview that he 
thought that Sarah Palin was not qualified to be president. Well, isn’t that the 
pot calling the kettle  black. Honest to goodness.” –David Letterman

‘’If conservatives get to call universal healthcare ‘socialized medicine,’ I 
get to call private, for-profit healthcare ‘soulless, vampire bastards making 
money off human pain.’’’ —Bill Maher

‘’I will show you President Obama’s birth certificate when you show me 
Sarah Palin’s high school diploma.’’ —Bill Maher

‘’Maybe Sarah Palin would be smarter if she had bigger hands.’’ —Jimmy 
Kimmel, on Sarah Palin’s hand notes

‘’I do miss George Bush. Compared to these teabaggers and the people who 
are pandering to them, he looks like a professor.’’ —Bill Maher



Scheduled Events
 

Next Meeting
173 Coral Way East 

 North Indialantic

December 4, 2010
at 12 Noon

Holiday Luncheon and Party
The next meeting of the SBDWC will be our annual Holiday Luncheon and Party .It 
will be held Saturday Dec 4th at 12 noon at 173 Coral Way East in North Indialantic 
which is the home of President Madeline Farley.  

We are planning a salad bar and are requesting that each member bring a Food item 
from the following list:

Bags of Salad Greens;  Potato salad; macaroni salad; Cole slaw; carrot salad; fruit sal-
ad; bean salad; salad tomatoes, sliced onions, celery, carrots, beets, sliced mushrooms, 
sliced cucumber, broccoli, sprouts, diced eggs, grated cheese; Salad Dressings; Rolls

Bottle of champagne

Cheese cake or holiday cake 

We will need several bags of salad greens and at least two quarts of each of the other 
items.  We will also serve coffee, lemonade and iced tea.

We will have a collection of new unwrapped toys and clothing to be given to local 
needy children.  Members may contribute if they would like to do so, but are not re-
quired or obligated  to do so.    Please just come and enjoy visiting with each other.

Please call Madeline, who is doing the  ham and turkey julienne meat strips , at 773-
2949 and let her  know if you are attending, if you are bringing  a guest  and what you 
are bringing so we know how many are coming and do not run short of items.  

Our November 6th  Business Meeting  was held at Memaw’s Barbecue in Indian Harbor 
Beach.  Although depressed over the election results, we discussed the need to raise 
money for the club treasury and made decisions concerning the Holiday Party. The club 
asked for donations and workers for the Garage Sale on November 13th. We were very 
pleased that so many of our new members turned out for the meeting.    Members Jodi 
James and Shannon Roberts addressed the group, thanking the members for their hard 
work during the past political campaigns. New Member Denise Cisar asked our mem-
bers to also join NOW during their membership drive. The club asked Latoya Reynolds 
to prepare a list of names and ages of youths involved in Y B MIC, in response to a 
request that we donate the Holiday toy collection to her Organization.

As we approach the New Year and begin to prepare our annual agenda, 
if you have recommendations on activities  you would like the SBDWC 
to do or guest speakers you would like the executive board to consider 
inviting to our organization, please inform one of the club officers.  We 
value your input!



You can find PDF copies of these news-
letters at www.sbdwcnewsletter.com/

www.hodadpix.com

Amy Tidd

www.LEAP.cc

www.flcan.org

Geraldine Kapushy

Be an SBDWC Booster
Your ad will appear in the newsletter as well as in 
the archive at   http://sbdwcnewsletter.com where 
thousands can view it.  A link included in your ad 
will be “clickable” so as to send greater traffic to 
your site.
Help us find Boosters to cover the costs of printing 
our newsletter.  Cost for a one line listing is $20 
for 6 months or $35 for a year.  Cost for a two line 
listing is $30  for 6 months or $45  for a year,  ad-
ditional lines extra.

Contact pfarley_101@hotmail.comJackolyn Lombardo

Madeline Farley

Cathy Stanton

Jane Feldman

Roberts & Associates

Vera McGibney

Vicki Impoco Our sincere Thoughts and Prayers 
are extended to all the US troops 

stationed in Iraq,  Afghanistan  and 
also to their families everywhere.  

We pray for the safe return of the 
troops, a speedy end to the war and 
the wisdom of our leaders to guide 

us in this conflict.

Lore Scurrah

Leonia Francis

Laura Fausone

Janie Holman

Brevard Now

Artney Turner

Bessie Barnes

Maggie Gula


