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Cherished Moments
As we approach the Holidays this year, many of our members are very 
engaged in weighty political activities that range from letter writing cam-
paigns concerning Afghanistan to literally “wiring” the Democratic mem-
bers of Congress with coat hangers over the recent Stupac addition to the 

Heath Care Bill that passed the House.   
It has been announced that the trials will 
finally start in New York for several in-
ternees from Guantanamo. and nationwide unemployment 
figures went to double digits.  We are in serious times—
solemn times—and “we”, your executive board, wanted to 
celebrate the holidays in a meaningful way.  We decided to 
have a “Holiday Social”  at my home where we could have 
lunch and  all enjoy just being with each other.  Our club is 
filled with extraordinary women who delight and inspire us 

every day.   We have little time to just sit and talk at our regular meetings, so our Decem-
ber Meeting will be less structured and less hurried. The meeting will be December 5th 
at 12 noon.  The address is 173 Coral Way East in North Indialantic.  We will have the 
officer installation at this meeting.  Frances Speegle will do the installation ceremony and 
afterwards we will all have plenty of time to eat, drink and converse.  Let us steal a few mo-
ments out of our hectic holiday schedule to reflect on what we have accomplished this last 
year.  We can celebrate our members and hard work with zeal and food.  We can steal a few 
cherished moments and make our lives richer and our holidays more meaningful by far.   

I feel blessed in many ways and thankful that you would have me as your President and 
want to celebrate the holidays at my home. We are planning on a large salad bar for the 
Luncheon, which will be organized by Patty Farley. She has made a list of needed items 
and ask that members bring something.  Suggested items include: Bagged salad greens; 

sliced cucumber, onions, green peppers, celery, and  eggs; 
slivered carrots; sprouts;  salad tomatoes, Cole slaw, potato 
salad, macaroni salad, bean salad, salad dressing, rolls, pies, 
cakes, cheesecake, or wine.  We will have ham, turkey and 
cheese and the table prepared for the salad “ fixings.”  Call me 
at 773-2949 for information or questions.

I am honored to have your continued support as your Pres-
ident. I would like for all members to consider being on a 
committee.  We are also wanting input or suggestions as to 
guest speakers or meeting  topics you would like added to our 
2010 agenda .
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Club fund raiser
Check this Out!!!

Why Mommy is a 
Democrat and Why 

Daddy is a Democrat 
by Jeremy Zilber

Using plain and 
non-judgmental 

language, along with 
warm and whimsical 

illustrations.

The price is 
$10.00 each.  

Get your copies 
at any club 

meeting or by 
calling 

Artney Turner 
at 727-0215.

What happened?  We finally have a Democratic majority in both Houses 
of Congress and a Democratic President.  One year ago we had just 
elected our first African American president and we were making pro-
gressive strides. Yet now one year ahead with the help of conservative 
democrats, 25 of whom professed to be pro choice, a woman’s funda-
mental right to choose is compromised.  We are progressing backward 
to the days of dark alleys and coat hangers.  

Many women across the US are letting Congress know just how we feel 
about this too!  “Wiring” Congress in the 21st century does not mean quite the same as 
when in Mr. Smith goes to Washington pages carried in telegrams by the basketfuls.  Via 
email signature to a petition—over 97,000 in fact, women delivered wire coat hangers to 
Congress to let them know that they felt the Stupac-Pitts House amendment was indeed 
the Pitts!  Entangling anti-choice politics with health care reform, this amendment was 
added at the last minute to the health care reform bill that passed the House of Represen-
tatives. The Stupak-Pitts amendment takes the incredibly audacious step of prohibiting 
private insurance companies participating in the new health care system from covering 
abortion services. 

How amazing that the very group 
of people who were arguing that 
government had no business in 
Heathcare or insurance are now 
insisting that government deter-
mine what can be covered for a 
women with her own private in-
surance.  Even the Republican 
National Committee had to im-
mediately change their insurance 
to conform to this conservative 
interfering position.

The US has much to gain with 
Health Care Reform which will 
end preexisting conditions, rate 

disparities, and other insurance industry abuses and extend coverage to millions.   How-
ever that is not what is coming forward from this debate.  Reportedly, Sens. Ben Nelson 
(D-Neb.) and Bob Casey (R-Penn.) may offer a version of the Stupak-Pitts Amendment 
to be attached to the Senate bill. That means, in all likelihood, if the Senate adopts this 
harmful amendment, it will remain in the final Senate-House conference bill and become 
law. Alternatively, a modified variation of Stupak-Pitts could be incorporated into the 
bill. This is a back door repudiation of the rights of Roe v. Wade and a step backward in 
time.

NOW summarizes the Stupac—Pitts amendment as follows:

The ban on abortion coverage in insurance would apply to both the proposed public • 
option and to private health insurance plans sold in the new regional health insurance 



Scheduled Events

Next Meeting
Holiday Social

December 5
12:00 Noon

173 Coral Way East
Indialantic
773-2949

Would you like a subscrip-
tion to the DWC state 
Newsletter?
For $5 a year any member 
can purchase a subscrip-
tion. We will have subscrip-
tion forms available at the 
next meeting.

exchanges. It is estimated that some 36 million uninsured persons would be purchasing 
insurance policies through new exchanges and would be eligible for federal afford-
ability subsidies. 

Health insurers may not sell plans that cover abortion to customers who are paying • 
without a subsidy, if even just one person 
who is receiving the federal affordability 
credits (the subsidy) were to purchase a 
plan. In other words, even if you are pay-
ing 100 percent of your insurance costs, 
abortion coverage would not be available 
in your plan if anyone with affordability 
credits joins the same plan. 

Women may purchase a separate abortion • 
“rider” for coverage, though many doubt 
that these riders would be offered by the 
insurance companies.

Small companies (fewer than 100 employ-• 
ees) would also likely purchase health in-
surance through the exchange, but if any 
of their employees received affordability 
credits no abortion coverage could be in-
cluded. 

Eighty-seven percent of employer-based insurance plans now cover abortion services, • 
but if employers withdraw coverage and send their employees to the health insurance 
exchanges, those employees would likely lose abortion coverage under these new pro-
hibitions.

Make sure you let our Senators Nelson and Lemieux know your feelings on this mat-
ter.  Tell them that this amendment is the “stupid pitts.”
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Every time we think the birther and tea bag crowd has gone as far as they can go, something new comes along.  
Since the inauguration the right wing-nuts have insinuated that the President, his advisers and his political allies 
are actively trying to destroy America from within and, despite being elected by the people, are inherently unfit 
to lead.
Right wingers and their interest groups have pursued personal smear campaigns to create “guilt by association” 
and challenge the legitimacy, allegiances and patriotism of their opponents, in much the same way that Senator 
Joseph McCarthy carried out his famous witch hunts  in the 1950’s.
Irresponsible media personalities like Glen Beck and Rush Limbaugh have simultaneously raised the ominous 
specters of socialism, communism, fascism, Nazism and infiltration by foreign elements. This has created a 
backdrop of suspicion in which McCarthy-like intimidation, guilt by association and character assassination 
thrives. The use of race-baiting, red-baiting, gay-baiting and lies to 
characterize people as enemies of America doesn’t stop. Now this 
Fear-mongering, intimidation and playing on people’s ignorance has 
placed the president in peril.  The conservatives are marketing a new 
series of items (bumper stickers, decorative tiles, T-shirts etc) with this 
phrase on it:

 Prayer for Obama

Psalm 109.8

 Get out your Bible and read what they are saying in this 

latest cutesy item.

 “Let his days be few; and let another take his office.
Let his children be fatherless, and his wife a widow.”
Now this group has misused religion to promote violence.  Should 
not we consider this terrorism, too!  Like McCarthy, they have no 
sense of decency.

The American Friends Service Committee 
(AFSC) in cooperation with the Peace Coalition 
Of Brevard, and local patriots will honor fallen 
U.S. military personnel and civilians with it’s 
traveling exhibition: Eyes Wide Open: The Cost 
of War to Florida, which will be on display at 
Wells Park, 635 Hibiscus Blvd. Melbourne FL 
on Saturday November 28, 2009 from 10:00 
until 5:00. 
Eyes Wide Open: The Cost of War to Florida fo-
cuses on the specific costs of war to the state of 
Florida. The exhibit includes 245 pairs of boots 
representing fallen servicemen and women from 
Florida, and a visual representation of the Iraqi 
civilian casualties. This exhibit is part of AFSC’s 
national Eyes Wide Open: The Human Cost of 
War network.



Just wanted you to know……..

Last week on the Capital steps in Washington DC there was a teabagger rally and protest against the pending 
vote in the House on their version of the Health care Bill.

The rally was initiated by Rep. Michele Bachmann (R-MN) , promoted on Fox News and  the right wing lobby 
group Freedom Works bussed in all the teabagger protesters.

There were some guest speakers including actor Jon Voight  along with several GOP House members includ-
ing Minority Leader John Boehner (R-OH).

When it was Mr. Boehner’s turn to step up to the podium 
he started with some red meat to fire up the protesters, then 
he pulled out his pocket Constitution and said, “This is my 
copy of the Constitution and I am going to stand here with our 
founding fathers who wrote in the preamble, we hold these 
truths to be self evident,…”.  

There is a preamble to the Constitution, but what House mi-
nority leader Boehner (R-OH) was reading was from the Dec-
laration of Independence. He obviously does not know the dif-
ference between the two. The upside for him was that none of 
the teabagger protesters knew the difference either.

What you should know is that one of the students who applied 
for our last scholarship made this same mistake in her essay.  
Our members who were judges caught it immediately

President- 2nd Term- Madeline Farley
1St Vice Pres- 1st Term- Patty Farley-Crutcher
2nd Vice Pres- 2nd Term- Cathy Stanton
Recording Secretary – 1st Term – Artney Turner
Treasurer – 1st Term – Millie Krause
Corresponding Secretary- 1st Term- Lore Scurrah
Region Representative- 1st Term- Roberta Sampere

South Brevard Democratic Women’s Club will 
have their new Officer Installation and Holiday So-
cial on Saturday December 5 at 12:00 noon at the 
home of President Madeline Farley.  The address is 
173 Coral Way East in North Indialantic.  This street 
is just north of the Crowne Plaza.  Members are asked 
to sign up to bring salad items, desserts, or wine.  For 
information please call 773-2949.The new officers 
being installed are

Brevard NOW has their Cocktails for a Cause 
the 4th Tuesday of Each Month 5:30 PM at 
the Lexi Martini Bar, 924 E New Haven Ave. 
Melbourne.  This month they are having a 
Jewelry Show and Sale to benefit Serene Har-
bor. Lexi’s serves soft drinks for those who 
don’t want alcohol.

Marcelo Ramirez is the local Area Coordina-
tor for Organizing for American.  They are 
planning on doing phone banking in sup-
port of Health Care Reform.  If you are in-
terested in helping you can sign up at www.
my.barackobama.com.



Alex Sink made a stand in the race for Florida governor by calling for the state 
to end a ban that prevents gays and lesbians from adopting. Sink made the chal-
lenge in a speech to the state’s largest gay rights group. Her approach could end the 
state-sponsored bigotry that denies vulnerable children safe, stable homes.
Florida is the only state with a blanket ban barring adoption by gays — though the 
state, hypocritically, will allow them to serve as foster parents. Sink said gays should be allowed to adopt if 
three circumstances are met: a judge approves it; experts agree; and the adoption, which would be reviewed on 
a case-by-case basis, clearly serves the best interests of the child.
Sink said she would work with legislators to repeal the law. A Florida appeals court is weighing the ruling last 
year by a Miami-Dade judge that the ban on gays adopting is unconstitutional.

Tallahassee Opts Out!

Health care reform is not even here yet and Our Republican Legislature is already making sure that Florida will 
be in a position to get around any federal reform that appears on the horizon.  Senators and House members 
-- including Reps. Bill Proctor, R-St. Augustine, and Charles Van Zant, R-Keystone Heights -- are proposing a 
constitutional amendment that would “prohibit laws or rules from compelling any person, employer, or health 
care provider to participate in any health care system.” The proposal would also exempt individuals, employers 
and care providers from fines or penalties for not participating in federal plans.  

Arizona, Indiana, Michigan, Ohio and Pennsylvania, among other states, all have proposals similar to Florida’s. 
In every case, the language of the proposals appeals to the right of individuals to “contract” with insurers free 
of government mandates. The proposals specify health insurers. They would have to, because states commonly, 
and without controversy, mandate that individuals who drive carry liability auto insurance and individuals who 
hold mortgages for their homes carry homeowner’s insurance, while companies are routinely required to carry 
liability insurance for workers

The Nov, 3rd election in New York was just the start of the all out battle between Moderate and Conservative 
Republicans.  The battle between Charlie Crist and ex-state House Speaker Marco Rubio is splitting 
the GOP in Florida. While both men claim to be conservative, pro-life, tax cutters, President Obama’s fiscal 
stimulus package is the great dividing factor. Squeezed by his state’s desperate fiscal condition, Crist endorsed 
and campaigned for the Obama stimulus. Inspired by his conservative ideology, Rubio opposed the stimulus 
and has become the favorite of conservatives nationwide. Just this week it was announced that Rubio would 
give the keynote address at next year’s annual Conservative Political Action Conference in Washington. He has 
been profiled on the cover of National Review, endorsed by the Club for Growth, and feted by radio talk show 
hosts.  Will Crist be the next popular Republican to be dumped by his party?  Crist currently leads Rubio by 10 
points, which is down sharply from the huge advantage Crist held just a few months ago.

This could mean another opportunity to elect a Democrat while Republicans war among themselves.



Super Mule

“Lou Dobbs has quit CNN. And here’s the weird part: He didn’t want to quit, his work visa 
expired.” –Jay Leno

“Big news, Lou Dobbs announced on his show last night that he was leaving CNN. No word 
on where Dobbs is going to go next, but I think we can all rule out Telemundo.” –Jimmy 
Fallon 

“They’re not welcome there. Dobbs said he’s leaving because he wants to engage in construc-
tive problem solving. He’s already solved one problem, for CNN.” –Jimmy Fallon

“It’s been reported that outspoken anti-immigration anchor Lou Dobbs is leaving CNN. Yeah. True story, yeah. 
He’ll be replaced by a guy named Juan, who will do the same job for $5 an hour.” –Conan O’Brien

“Gov. David Paterson made a shocking statement today. He said, ‘New York will be broke by Christmas.’ Today, 
Gov. Schwarzenegger said, ‘Christmas? What’s your secret? How’d you last so long?’” –Jay Leno

“A middle school in North Carolina has caused some controversy, because they were offering to improve test 
scores for cash donations. For a $20 donation, kids could get an increase of 20 points on any test they chose. It 
was the ‘Cash from Flunkers’ program.” –Jay Leno

“On Monday, Oprah Winfrey and Sarah Palin will sit down and they’re going to talk for an entire hour. And I 
was thinking, too bad John McCain didn’t do that with her before he chose her as his running mate.” –David 
Letterman

“The other day in Wisconsin, Sarah Palin gave a speech, and the crowd was searched to make sure there were 
no cameras. That’s right. Yeah, according to experts, Palin subscribes to the primitive belief that cameras will 
‘steal her crazy.’” –Conan O’Brien

“I found out this by reading her memoir ‘Going Rogue,’ the Sarah Palin memoir, ‘Going Rogue.’ Sarah Palin, 
former governor of Alaska, believes the Berlin wall ran between Kanye West and Kanye East.” –David Letter-
man

“President Obama is traveling to Asia this week. He’ll be making a trip to China. While he’s there, Obama plans 
to visit the Forbidden City, the Great Wall, and America’s money.” –Conan O’Brien

“Forbes magazine just came out, and they’ve released a new list of the world’s most powerful people. President 
Obama is number one. Interesting, yeah. And apparently, Oprah is pissed off.” –Conan O’Brien

“The health-care reform bill has passed by the House. Well, that was easy. And you know what that means, it’s 
just one step away to being defeated by the Senate.” –David Letterman

“It was close, 220 yeas, 215 nays and one — you lie, you lie!” –David Letterman

“Actually, to win passage for this health-care bill, President Obama went up to Capitol Hill and personally lob-
bied some of the wavering congressmen. And of course, the health insurance industry, they were very upset. You 
know, they said they bought and paid for these congressmen, he has no right to go up to them and talk to them.” 
–Jay Leno

“Now it gets tricky because the bill goes to the Senate, where Senator Lindsey Graham vowed it would be dead 
on arrival. That’s what he said. In fact, right now, Graham is leading a Southern white coalition against the bill 
called the Graham Crackers.” –Jay Leno

“It was reported today 237 members of Congress are millionaires. Almost half of Congress are millionaires. Isn’t 
that unbelievable? So, apparently, Congress is pretty good at managing their own money …” –Jay Leno
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Geraldine Kapushy

Be an SBDWC Booster
Your ad will appear in the newsletter as well as in 
the archive at   http://sbdwcnewsletter.com where 
thousands can view it.  A link included in your ad 
will be “clickable” so as to send greater traffic to 
your site.
Help us find Boosters to cover the costs of printing 
our newsletter.  Cost for a one line listing is $20 
for 6 months or $35 for a year.  Cost for a two line 
listing is $30  for 6 months or $45  for a year,  ad-
ditional lines extra.

Contact pfarley_101@hotmail.com

Jackolyn Lombardo

Beach Side Mini Storage
321-773-0096

Madeline Farley

Cathy Stanton

Jane Feldman

Roberts & Associates
35 yrs. experience, Nan Roberts, Principal

Help your non-profit grow!
321-292-1965

Vera McGibney

Vicki Impoco
Our sincere Thoughts and Prayers 
are extended to all the US troops 

stationed in Iraq,  Afghanistan  and 
also to their families everywhere.  

We pray for the safe return of the 
troops, a speedy end to the war and 
the wisdom of our leaders to guide 

us in this conflict.

Lore Scurrah

Leonia Francis

Laura Fausone


