
August 2010
This last month has been filled with activities, and it will only get busier as 
we get closer to the election.  There was the “Hands across the Sand Event” 
at the end of June that many of our members were involved in organizing 
and attending at our local beaches to protest  off shore oil drilling and the 
Gulf Oil leak of more than 63 days. This was followed that same day with a 
big fund raiser for member and candidate Amy Tidd that was held at Seeta 
Begui’s beautiful home. 

July started with a bang of fireworks and our participation in the annual Melbourne Honor 
America Parade.  We were certainly well represented in the parade and had a large number 
show up for the lunch afterwards at my home in Indialantic. What many of you may not 
know is that a photo of our float, showing the Club Banner has been on the home page of 
Alex Sink since the parade. 

The next major activity was the Luau fundraiser for Jodi James hosted by my daughter Pat-
ty Farley and my granddaughter Kelly Crutcher at my home. Many of our members helped 
with contributing food—Gerri Kapushy, Doris Baldwin, Milly Krause, LaToya Reynolds, 
Artney Turner,  Frances Speegle and Lee Abdullah.  I hope you made it to this event be-
cause I think we really did a good job on making a showing for Jodi.  The decorations and 
food were grand, but the evening completed with a fire dancer!  

Next morning, I was off to Miami for the Jefferson-Jackson Day Dinner, which proved to 
be a whirlwind of meetings, caucuses, and opportunities to hear and converse with
elected Democrats and candidates.   Among the meetings I attended, were some for Demo-
cratic women sponsored by the DWC of Fl.  This included a reception for Alex Sink, which 
asked that all members consider having a house party for Alex to emphasize that “Alex” is 
a woman.  We will have information about these house parties at our next meeting.  Jodi 
James, Shannon Roberts and Amy Tidd—were all in Miami for the event  and were recog-
nized as  our members and current candidates.   While there I did meet with Mrs. Kendrick 
Meek and we discussed a reception for her hosted by the Region VI DWC that will take 
place in the near future here in Brevard. 

Our next meeting will be August 7th at 11:30 AM at the Piccadilly Restaurant in Melbourne 
Square.  Our speaker will be Jodi James, who will discuss her campaign, Patty Farley will 
go over the information on Alex Sink that we have been asked to share with our members 
and we will need to officially elect Representatives to the DWC annual convention to be 
held in September 23-26 in Port St. Lucie.   We have a lot of important information for our 
members.  Please plan on attending. 
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Editor’s Notes

The best thing for Alex Sink right now is 
for the women of Florida to make sure they 
get out and vote, both in the primary and 
general elections.  When women vote—
women win!  The women of the SBDWC 
need to be telling everyone they know that 
Alex Sink is a woman and a great candidate—because she 
reported to us recently that many still think that Alex Sink is 
a man because of her name.

While Rick Scott and Bill McCollum battle each other, Al-
ex’s strength is growing in the polls.  Between the business 
practices of Rick Scott and the scandals that surround Bill 
McCollum, the Republican gubernatorial candidates are 

ethically challenged.  Alex Sink, as a respected business leader and the CFO, is the only 
candidate that can restore trust and integrity, hold Tallahassee accountable and build a 
stronger future for Florida. 

Things you should know about Rick Scott:
Disgraced health care executive whose company committed the largest Medi-• 
care fraud in American history.

After being forced to resign as CEO, Columbia/HCA pled guilty to 14 counts • 
of fraud and paid $1.7 billion in penalties.

Currently misleading citizens about his other business dealings, going to ex-• 
tensive lengths to hide his finances and business connections.

Using shadowy groups to circumvent Florida’s campaign finance laws and fil-• 
ing frivolous lawsuits to gain attention, continuing to buy the governors race.

Things you should know about Bill McCollum:
Career politician who looks out for his interests and the special interests—not • 
the interests of Florida’s citizens.

Voted against tax credits for families to send their kids to college, led the • 
repeal of needed Wall Street regulations, and even opposed the Martin Luther 
King Day in Congress.

As Attorney General he has wasted over $2.2 million of taxpayer money –on • 
campaign style TV ads and a frivolous lawsuit challenging much needed 
healthcare reform.

Caught in “Rentboy Scandal” after steering 120,000 for the faulty testimony • 
to discredited “expert” witness George Rekers in gay adoption trial.

Pulled out all stops to stall a criminal investigation into the Republican Party • 
scandal and is trying to whitewash over his central involvement.

At out next meeting we will distribute information about Alex Sink that you can share with 
you friends and family.  It’s time for Florida to have its first woman governor.

Club fund raiser
Check this Out!!!

Why Mommy is a 
Democrat and Why 

Daddy is a Democrat 
by Jeremy Zilber

Using plain and 
non-judgmental 

language, along with 
warm and whimsical 

illustrations.

The price is 
$10.00 each.  

Get your copies 
at any club 

meeting or by 
calling 

Artney Turner 
at 727-0215.
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Letter from Senator  Bill Nelson
I’ve been asked a lot lately: What do you think of the slowness of BP’s efforts to clean 
up the oil spill and the beaches in northern Florida? And, what are you doing about this 
mess? 

I believe both BP and the government have been slow to react to this catastrophe. The Coast Guard is doing its best, but 
it wasn’t equipped for a disaster of this magnitude. That’s why I’ve said repeatedly that we need the military, perhaps 
the Navy, for its decisive command and control structure--the ability to make decisions and implement them quickly. 
Former Secretary of State Colin Powell and others have echoed that thought. 

In my opinion, the government should have given BP a day to show they were in command of this thing, and then 
taken over. 

Since the spill began, back when we were told only 1,000 barrels of oil a day were seeping into the Gulf, I’ve been 
calling for more leadership from the White House and more accountability from BP. 

My office was the first to publicly post images of the leaking well online, after Senator Barbara Boxer and I pressed 
BP for the footage. After that, the scientists began to dramatically increase the estimates of the flow rate. 

I joined Senators Lautenberg and Menendez in introducing legislation to expand oil companies’ liability in a spill from 
a cap of $75 million to $10 billion. 

Also in the spill’s early days, I wrote the president and urged a moratorium on test wells and other offshore exploratory 
operations until a federal investigation could determine what caused the spill and how to prevent another one. The 
president later banned all new deepwater wells for six months. 

Last week, I got the government to start moving 27 Navy skimmers to the Gulf—vessels that had been sitting idle in 
ports around the country. Yesterday, I pressed the BP executive in charge of the Gulf cleanup about complaints that 
Florida counties aren’t being reimbursed for their costs—charges that, by one estimate, amount to more than $7 mil-
lion already. BP’s Bob Dudley promised to fix the problem quickly. 

Now my office is pushing the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration to map the underwater plumes so we 
can plan for the long-term cleanup. 

You may know that I have been an opponent of drilling off Florida for a long time now. Over the last four decades, I’ve 
fought the oil industry’s immensely powerful lobby in Washington to keep oil rigs away from Florida and other coastal 
states. I’ve argued that a big spill could not only harm Florida’s tourism-driven economy and unique environment, but 
also usurp the country’s last major military training and testing range in the eastern Gulf. 

Whether offshore drilling ever becomes safer, there just isn’t enough oil in the eastern Gulf, or along most of the At-
lantic seaboard, to justify the enormous risks from a blowout, spill or shipping accident, like the Exxon Valdez. 

On the broader energy issue, America must lessen its reliance on foreign oil. But there’s no need to expand drilling 
into new areas. Oil and gas companies right now have some 31 million acres under lease in parts of the Gulf where 
they aren’t even drilling yet. 

The ultimate answer to America’s energy needs lies not in oil, but in the rapid development of alternative fuels. And I 
think we can help pay for an accelerated national energy program by ending the billions of dollars in giveaways to big 
oil--by making sure it pays all its taxes and royalties. 

All of us are concerned about the immediate and long-term impacts of the spill. I want you to know that I am taking 
all necessary steps to minimize the impact this spill has on our shores, our natural resources, and the many industries 
that rely on our coasts and waters.

Senator  Bill Nelson



Charlie Crist may end up as target of special session
BY STEVE BOUSQUET AND MARY ELLEN KLAS
Herald/Times Tallahassee Bureau

Amid mounting bitterness between the independent governor and Republican legislators, a special session prompted 
by the Deepwater Horizon oil spill will open Tuesday. But rather than focus on a referendum to ban offshore drill-
ing in the Florida Constitution, as the governor wants, the gathering is likely to be a gripe session with most of the 
rhetoric aimed not at BP or the oil industry, but at Crist himself.

``I think it’s completely unnecessary,’’ said Rep. Matt Hudson, R-Naples, in a view expressed by others. ``There’s 
absolutely no reason we have to go and create a law for something that’s already unlawful.’’

Crist might not say so publicly, but that’s just fine with him. He wants to use Tallahassee politicians as a foil, and 
lawmakers appear to be playing into his hands. Crist, who quit the GOP and launched an independent run for the 
U.S. Senate, is eager to condemn legislative inaction as more proof that partisan politics is a dismal failure.

``They put the interests of special interests or their party ideology ahead of what’s right for the people,’’ Crist said. 
``They’ve lost their way. They’ve completely lost their way, and the people know it. And if they go down this path, 
they’ll demonstrate it in regrettable glory.’’

As Crist forges a fresh identity as a U.S. Senate candidate liberated from rigid partisanship, he will try to use the 
brickbats directed at him in the Capitol this week to his political advantage.

The seeds of the current clash were sown on April 29. That was the day Crist turned his back on the Republican Party 
and repackaged himself as an independent to revive his sputtering U.S. Senate campaign.

US to spend $89 million on Everglades protection
By MIKE SCHNEIDER
Associated Press Writer

KISSIMMEE, Fla. (AP) -- The federal government will spend $89 million to preserve almost 26,000 acres of wild 
ranch land in a northern swath of the Florida Everglades in one of the biggest expenditures of its kind, officials said 
Monday.

The Fisheating Creek watershed was a top priority for protection and restoration because it drains into Lake Okeecho-
bee, which then continues to flow into the southern part of the Everglades. The new acquisition will form a conserva-
tion corridor stretching from central Florida down to Everglades National Park in South Florida and improve water 
quality in Lake Okeechobee and the Everglades, Merrigan said.

“You can’t repair the lower Everglades without repairing the northern Everglades,” said U.S. Rep. Adam Putnam, 
R-Fla.  There also are 19 different species that will benefit from the acquisition, including the Florida panther and the 
bald eagle, Merrigan said.

The entire Everglades once covered more than 6,250 square miles, but that figure has shrunk by half. The land has 
been replaced with homes, farms and a 2,000-mile grid of drainage canals.

In South Florida, water managers have developed a plan supported by Gov. Charlie Crist to pay $536 million for 
73,000 acres of U.S. Sugar Corp. land in an effort to restore that part of the Everglades. Critics call it a waste of tax-
payer money that will only slow other key restoration efforts. A challenge to the plan is pending before the Florida 
Supreme Court.



Super Mule
‘’How to describe Rand Paul? I mean, he’s a doctor. It’s as if Sarah Palin somehow made it 
through medical school.’’ —Bill Maher, on Kentucky Senate candidate and Tea Party hero 
Rand Paul 
“A lot of people continue to be very upset by the fact that we can’t get Osama bin Laden. Osama 
bin Laden? We can’t even get Roman Polanski.” –Jay Leno

“Well, according to a new survey, 49 percent of the people in Iowa want a law like Arizona’s to stop illegal immigra-
tion. You know what you call Mexicans in Iowa? Lost.” –Jay Leno

“Sunday is July 4, when America combines our two favorite pastimes: alcohol and explosives.” –David Letterman

“They say traces of BP’s oil has started turning up in disturbing places, like congressmen’s pockets.” –Jay Leno

“While Vice President Biden was away, Republican Chairman Michael Steele was forced to take over the job of 
saying embarrassing things you have to apologize for later.” –Jay Leno

“You hear about this? Michael Steele said that — well, he’s in trouble, actually — for saying the war in Afghanistan 
was Obama’s war, and it was unwinnable. In fact, Steele felt so sorry for it, he said today he went to his favorite 
bondage nightclub, demanded to be spanked.” –Jay Leno

Rush Limbaugh had an apartment here in New York City. He sold the apartment for $11.5 million. That is $2.5 mil-
lion for the apartment and $9 million for what they found in the medicine cabinet.” –David Letterman

Sold it for $11.5 million. It has a very narrow view.” “It overlooks the flaws of the Republican Party.” “But it was a 
huge apartment — 4,000 square feet of space. No, wait a minute, that’s Rush.” –David Letterman

“Rush Limbaugh just sold his penthouse in New York for $11 million. The apartment is amazing. It has a 24-hour 
doorman and a 24-hour pharmacy.” –Jimmy Fallon

Authorities in the former Soviet Republic of Georgia announced that a woman from a remote village turned 130 
years old last week, making her the oldest person on the planet. So, once again, John McCain finishes second.” –Jay 
Leno

“BP is putting a new cap on the leaking oil well. It could capture up to 90 percent of the disgusting filth that’s spew-
ing from there. And if it works, they’re going to try the same thing on Mel Gibson.” –Craig Ferguson

“If you know anything about the big spy swap here in New York City, there were 10 spies and they were running 
around New York City stealing secrets. They arranged a big spy swap. It was very exciting. We sent them 10 spies, 
and they sent us four spies, plus a Cuban pitcher.” –David Letterman

“Dick Cheney is recovering after minor surgery. Doctors implanted a new device called a ‘heart.’” –Craig Fergu-
son

“Bristol Palin and Levi Johnston announced they are engaged to be married. Can you believe that? Whew! Even that 
German octopus couldn’t have predicted this.” –Jay Leno

“But here’s the interesting part. They’re not having sex until after they are married, that’s what they said. So let me 
get this straight. They had sex, she had a baby, now they’re engaged and celibate. Isn’t that backwards? It’s like 
they’re sexually dyslexic.” –Jay Leno

“We have some wonderful news. BP announced it successfully capped the oil leak. The oil leak has stopped. I am so 
glad they were able to nip this thing in the bud.” –Jay Leno

“Before they capped it, BP had to test the integrity of the well, which I believe is the first time BP and integrity have 
ever been used in the same sentence.” –Jay Leno



“Legislative Lowlights or How the Republicans Failed Florida”
by Jodi James

The 2010 legislative session led by an overwhelming Republican Majority had something 
to offend most everyone. Finding the most outrageous of their attempts to undermine the 
hard working people of Florida is a challenge. The Legislature sought to punish teachers, 
attack state pension plans, attempted to intrude on the relationship between a woman and 
her health care provider, raided trust funds all the while chipping away at public educa-
tion. When Democrats in Tallahassee offered amendments to lessen the impact on the 
most vulnerable Floridians they were routinely voted down. With only 44 members in 
the Florida House (120 members) and only 13 in a Senate with 40 members Democrats 
are forced to be a vocal minority. 

Among the most extreme examples of lawmakers circumventing the will of the people 
was the proposed Constitutional amendment # 7. Volunteers for Fair Districts collected 
hundreds of thousands of signatures to clarify the way legislative boundaries are drawn. 
Proposed Amendments 5 and 6 deal with the practice of law makers hand picking voters 
rather than voters picking their law makers. The Florida Democrats can begin to block 
amendments by picking up just five more Democratic seats this November 2. A Tallahas-
see Judge has removed the amendment from the ballot, but the 11th Circuit Federal Court 
of Appeals is scheduled to take it up when they return in August.

Public education is still the whipping boy of the Republican Party. Senate Bill 6 and its 
companion in the House continued to rob teachers of pay incentives and prove that law 
makers have no respect for those who are serving our students. All isn’t lost though, the 
2010-2011 budget does increase per pupil spending. Don’t get too excited, the $1.22 in-
crease per pupil isn’t going to move us up the ranks when compared to other states. 

Scheduled Events
Next Meeting

August 7th, 11:30 am 
Piccadilly Restaurant
in Melbourne Square

Fashion Show
September 18
Crown Plaza

Democratic
Women’s Club

Annual Convention
Sept 23 - September 26

“Think Green--
Vote Blue”

If you think the target isn’t public education just ask yourself why law makers voted to exempt charter schools from 
the class size amendment; but voted not to allow individuals and small business to get the same tax incentives when 
donating to public school they get when donating to private schools.

The flagrant disregard for the people who call Florida home is matched only by the arrogance of this Republican leg-
islature, but for Floridians who are suffering economically it is the missed opportunities to build a stronger, greener, 
sustainable workforce that is really hitting home. 

If you think Florida can survive without your getting involved, think again. Whether your issue is education, wom-
en’s reproductive rights, healthcare or civil liberties this Republican led legislature is already voting against you.

The Next Meeting of the SBDWC will be August 7th at the Piccadilly 
Restaurant at Melbourne Square.  Candidate for House District 31 Jodi 
James will be our guest speaker. We will discuss the campaign of Alex 
Sink and we will also be going over information about the future DWC an-
nual convention.  Also that evening the Democratic Executive committee 
is having their annual Banquet fundraiser at the Radisson at the Port.

Due to problems concerning the high cost of  insurance and Health Depart-
ment Restrictions, the Fall Festival was cancelled and instead on Septem-
ber 18th we are now planning a Fashion Show at the Crowne Plaza.



Jodi’s Luau



Local Happenings

A fund-raiser for Amy 
Tidd was held at the 
home of Seeta Begui, 
which was well at-
tended by members of 
the SBDWC, NOW 
and the DEC. 

Patty Farley with 
Leslie Meek

President Madeline Farley with 
Attorney-General Candidate Dave 
Aronberg.

Jodi  James with 
Dave Aronberg

Madeline Farley with  Amy Tidd 
and Cathy Stanton



Some Letters to the Editor 
Since I am the one who organized the Democratic contingent in the parade I would like to reply to the letter appear-
ing on July 8 from Jack Lee of Viera.

 We had a float designed and built by the South Brevard Democratic Women’s Club that was decorated in red, white 
and blue.  We had approximately 25 people on the float, all carrying and waving American Flags.  Those of us in 
the cars were carrying and waving American Flags.  

 I just wonder how many flags Jack Lee needed to see before he acknowledged that we were displaying the Ameri-
can Flag in abundance.

Frances R. Speegle
Democratic Executive Committee Secretary
Democratic Women’s Club Region Chair

“Apparently Jack Lee of Viera didn’t realize how big the Brevard Democratic group was at the Melbourne July 
4th Parade.  I can’t speak for all those included because the Brevard Democratic group included many walkers, 
our float proudly displaying our nation’s flag, and a half dozen corvettes carrying candidates as well as flying Old’ 
Glory. My group, the South Brevard Democratic Women’s Club has built a float from scratch the last five years 
and we sing patriotic songs as we ride in the parade. We are proud of our liberty and understand how important it is 
to celebrate it all year long by being active in the community. We Democrats do more than just wave a flag once a 
year. We work and die for our freedom.”

 Madeline Farley
President
South Brevard Democratic Women’s Club

President Obama is getting mixed reviews on his handling of the Gulf oil spill, but I believe he took charge of the 
situation from day one. He had a command center set up with Coast Guard Admiral Thad Allen in charge. He had 
senior administration officials, as well as other federal agencies like the Coast Guard and Environmental Protection 
Agency, involved.

We learned quickly there were no plans in place by BP to handle a spill of this magnitude and the testimony of BP’s 
chairman before Congress shows the company’s mismanagement. This terrible catastrophe happened because BP 
was more concerned about profit than the safety of people and our environment.

The $20 billion secured by the Obama administration from BP to pay for claims and damages is a down payment 
and not, as some Republicans claim, a shakedown of BP.

What was the president supposed to do? Allocate funds that would have allowed the government to hire more engi-
neers and scientists and buy cleanup ships and chemical dispersants and then give the bill to taxpayers?

I applaud our president for securing the funds and not placing the hardship on taxpayers. It proves that our govern-
ment worked against a private corporation to protect its citizens.

Ironically, the accident was caused by a company that wanted less government interference and regulation in over-
seeing offshore drilling, but now wants government help after causing the worst environmental disaster that our 
country has seen.



We all assumed that oil companies knew what they are doing and drill safely, but this has been proven false.

The spill has made this very clear:

Republicans have a responsibility to join with Democrats and push for a clean-energy bill with clear goals to reduce 
our dependence on oil, both foreign and domestic, and move strongly toward using renewable fuels such as solar, 
wind and bio-mass.

Future generations depend on us making sure that instead of saying “drill, baby, drill” we say, “When you’re in a 
hole, stop digging.”
Or, better yet, stop drilling.

Seeta Begui



You can find PDF copies of these news-
letters at www.sbdwcnewsletter.com/

www.hodadpix.com

Amy Tidd

www.LEAP.cc

www.flcan.org

Geraldine Kapushy

Be an SBDWC Booster
Your ad will appear in the newsletter as well as in 
the archive at   http://sbdwcnewsletter.com where 
thousands can view it.  A link included in your ad 
will be “clickable” so as to send greater traffic to 
your site.
Help us find Boosters to cover the costs of printing 
our newsletter.  Cost for a one line listing is $20 
for 6 months or $35 for a year.  Cost for a two line 
listing is $30  for 6 months or $45  for a year,  ad-
ditional lines extra.

Contact pfarley_101@hotmail.com
Jackolyn Lombardo

Madeline Farley
Cathy Stanton

Jane Feldman

Roberts & Associates
35 yrs. experience, Nan Roberts, Principal

Help your non-profit grow!
321-292-1965

Vera McGibney

Vicki Impoco
Our sincere Thoughts and Prayers 
are extended to all the US troops 

stationed in Iraq,  Afghanistan  and 
also to their families everywhere.  

We pray for the safe return of the 
troops, a speedy end to the war and 
the wisdom of our leaders to guide 

us in this conflict.

Lore Scurrah

Leonia Francis

Laura Fausone

Janie Holman

Brevard Now

Artney Turner

Bessie Barnes


