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It was a Great 4th of July—
The Parade, Float, Food and Friends all contributed to making it a won-
derful 4th of July.  Many of our members turned out to decorate and ride 
the float along with a few of our friends from the DEC.  Several groups 
of Brevard Democrats worked together to make Democrats a huge part of 
the parade.  There were walkers, our float and candidates riding corvettes 
from the local corvette club.  After the parade we gathered back at Presi-
dent Madeline’s home for an old fashioned barbecue 
and our Hats in the Ring Hat contest.  The winners 
were Grand Prize -- Katherine Page and First Place 
-- Kelly Crutcher. Great hats everyone!  

Every year our celebration seems to get a little bit 
bigger and be more fun.  Thanks a lot. There are a lot 
of photos on line and some were posted on the Bre-
vard Democrats web site.   Hope you enjoy these.



Are we Whiners?  Phil Gramm, McCain economic advisor thinks so.  
This is the same Phil Gramm that eight years ago, as part of a decades-long anti-regulatory 
crusade, pulled a sly legislative maneuver that greased the way to the multibillion-dollar 
subprime meltdown.

Gramm’s most cunning coup on behalf of his friends in the financial services industry—
friends who gave him millions over his 24-year congressional career—came on December 
15, 2000.  As Congress and the White House were hurriedly hammering out a $384-bil-
lion omnibus spending bill, Gramm slipped in a 262-page measure called the Commodity 
Futures Modernization Act.

The legislation contained a provision—lobbied for by Enron, 
a generous contributor to Gramm—that exempted energy trad-
ing from regulatory oversight, allowing Enron to run rampant, 
wreck the California electricity market, and cost consumers 
billions before it collapsed. But the Enron loophole was small 
potatoes compared to the devastation that unregulated swaps 
would unleash. Credit default swaps are essentially insurance 
policies covering the losses on securities in the event of a 
default.  These unregulated swaps have been at “the heart of 
the subprime meltdown.  The lobbyists for major commercial 
banks and investment banks and hedge funds went wild. They 
all wanted to be trading without the government looking over 
their shoulder.

Whether or not Gramm had bothered to ponder the potential 
downsides of his commodities legislation, having helped set 
off an industry free-for-all, he reaped the rewards. In 2003, 

he left the Senate to take a highly lucrative job at UBS, Switzerland’s largest bank, which had been able to 
acquire investment house PaineWebber due to his banking deregulation bill.

Gramm’s record as a reckless deregulator has not affected his rating as a Republican economic expert. Sen. 
John McCain has relied on him for policy advice, especially, according to the campaign, on housing matters. 
In 2005, McCain told a Wall Street Journal columnist that Gramm was his economic guru. 

Two years later, Gramm wrote a piece for the Journal extolling McCain as a modern-day Abraham Lincoln, 
and he’s hailed McCain’s love of tax cuts and free trade. Media accounts have identified Gramm as a con-
tender for the top slot at the Treasury Department if McCain reaches the White House. “If McCain gets in,” 
frets Lynn Turner, a former chief SEC accountant, “we’ll have more of the same deregulatory mess. I like 
John McCain, but given what I know about Phil Gramm, I wouldn’t vote for McCain.”

The information above is from an article in  “Mother Jones” written by By David Corn on May 28, 2008.  
This is truly an eye opening revelation about the credibility of a McCain administration and how it will im-
pact our already damaged economy.   Whiners?  I think not..... simply American citizens fed up with bogus 
experts and seemingly criminal skulduggery!

Deregulation can arguably be placed as the major reason for both the mortgage meltdown and the unbeliev-
able soaring price of oil.  It is at the center of the Republican free market mantra yet more often than not 
simply allows selfish and immoral manipulation of markets for profit.

President’s Message
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Editor’s Notes

Club fund raiser
Check this Out!!!

Why Mommy is a 
Democrat and Why 

Daddy is a Democrat 
by Jeremy Zilber

Using plain and 
non-judgmental 

language, along with 
warm and whimsical 

illustrations.

The price is 
$10.00 each.  

Get your copies 
at any club 

meeting or by 
calling 

Artney Turner 
at 727-0215.

How do you feel realizing that the term “torture” is used frequently 
to describe the tactics of the current Presidency?  How do you feel 
to know that the International Red Cross says our country and the 
President is guilty of war crimes?  In the USA this is not suppose to 
happen—maybe in a foreign country with an evil dictator, but no, not 
here in the USA.

There are basic constitutional concepts drilled into us concerning our 
government.   The rule of law exists and no citizen is above the law in this country, even the 
president.  The president is sworn to uphold and defend the constitution.   In order to main-
tain the checks and balances of the three branches of government and to defend and insure 
that the rule of law exists, it is a constitutional responsibility of the Congress to hold the 
president accountable for his actions and to use the impeachment process when a president 
is guilty of high crimes and misdemeanors. This is no time to be analyzing the political 
pros and cons of impeachment as a campaign strategy.   Some may argue that impeachment 
would divide the country, create sympathy for Bush and thus lose the presidential election 
for the Democrats.  That need not be the case. Impeachment, which is the patriotic duty of 
anyone who has sworn to protect and defend the Constitution, does not have to be a grand 
inquest or inquisition, as it became with Bill Clinton.  Congressional impeachment hear-
ings are a great opportunity for an extended and serious national discussion of checks and 
balances, the limits on presidential power and how to preserve our liberties. Impeachment 
is the only way to force a President who steadfastly refuses to obey the law to do so thus 
reaffirming the rule of law to future Presidents as well.

 This month Ohio Congressman Dennis Kucinich, who has authored a list of 35 articles of 
impeachment against Bush, moved a “privileged resolution” to force the House to consider 
the question of whether President Bush should be impeached for lying to Congress and 
the American people about the reasons for invading and occupying Iraq.  House Speaker 
Nancy Pelosi surprised almost everyone by suggesting that the Judiciary Committee might 
indeed take up the issue.  Judiciary Committee chair John Conyers, D-Michigan, has indi-
cated that he is reviewing the 35 articles of impeachment Kucinich has proposed concern-
ing President Bush. Pelosi’s remarks do create an opening for the members of the Judiciary 
Committee, including Florida Democrat Bob Wexler and Wisconsin Democrat Tammy 
Baldwin, who have co-sponsored Kucinich’s articles of impeachment and who have urged 
the committee to open hearings on issues of presidential accountability.

The articles of impeachment introduced are certainly valid from a legal and constitutional 
standpoint. Fifteen of the articles relate to the illegal war in Iraq: lying to the American 
people, waging war on the basis of those lies, drawing up secret plans to seize Iraq’s oil 
reserves, and so on. Five articles relate to the kidnapping, secret detention and torture of 
prisoners by the military and intelligence agencies. Others relate to domestic abuses of 
power, including illegal surveillance and wiretapping, the enactment of secret laws, and 
obstruction of investigations into the 9/11 terrorist attacks. One article relates to ongoing 
White House plans to engineer a US war with Iran.



Scheduled Events

Region VI Meeting 
July 26, 11:00 AM

Holiday Inn 
(formerly Imperial 

Suites) 
Convention Center, 

8298 N. Wickham Rd., 
Melbourne, FL.

SBDWC Meeting 
Business Meeting 
August 2, 11:15 

Piccadilly Restaurant 
Melbourne Square Mall

September 4-8, 2008
Convention

Lido Beach Resort
Sarasota, Florida

 

If Congress fails to act, Bush might be emboldened to believe he may start another war, with 
Iran, again on the basis of lies, deceptions and exaggerations. 

If we, as citizens, do not act against Bush, we send a terrible message of condoning his ac-
tions to the world and to future Presidents and mark a clear path to despotism. Speak out, 
sign a petition, and support the impeachment of George Bush.  There is enough time left in 
his administration for Bush to do more damage and for him to be impeached for what he has 
already done. Just recently in his parting words to British Prime Minister Gordon Brown and 
French President Nicolas Sarkozy at his final G-8 Summit, Bush managed to outdo himself. 
“Goodbye from the world’s biggest polluter,” he said, punching the air and grinning widely 
as the two leaders looked on in shock. Bush is a dangerous embarrassment.    This miserable 
failure as president, who calls himself “the decider,” is nothing more than “the defrauder.”

We must protect our democracy for succeeding generations of Americans.  We must demand 
accountability before it is too late.

“Our lives begin to end the day we remain silent about things that matter.”
…….. Martin Luther King, Jr.,

  “All that is necessary for the triumph of evil is that good men do nothing.”
……..Edmund Burke

In an effort to reclaim and preserve our fundamental values of liberty and justice, and en-
sure that the unprecedented power grabs of recent years don’t set a dangerous precedent 
for the future, Common Cause is asking all congressional candidates to sign the following 
pledge.

Candidate Pledge
If elected, I pledge to Renew America’s Promise:

* I promise to end torture, respect human rights, and restore America’s reputation in 
the world.

* I promise to respect the rule of law and to fiercely challenge anyone who seeks to 
undermine the Constitution and the Bill of Rights.

* I promise to root out corruption, special interest abuses and partisan prejudice in 
the administration of justice.

* I promise to hold to account – without exception – anyone who breaks the law or 
violates the public trust.

* I promise to protect personal freedom by rejecting warrantless spying, stifling of 
dissent, and other affronts to individual liberty.

For the Record, as of July 13, 2008, six  Florida candidates have signed, including Stephen 
Blythe.



Frances Speegle’s Message

Women’s Issues Committee Report
Donna Edwards elected to US House of Representatives
Donna Edwards is the first black woman elected from Maryland to the US House of 
Representatives.  She was shown in on June 19, 2008, after a special election on June 17, 
2008.  Edwards ran against a seven-term incumbent, who she had barely lost to in 2006 
56 3.3% or 2,725 voters.  In the February 12, 2008 primary, Edwards beat the incumbent 
60% to 36%.  The incumbent resigned early on May 31, and Edwards won the special 
general election by 79%.  She will fill out the rest of the term and have incumbent status 
in November, when she will have to run again.  Edwards, 49, is a lawyer who until her election worked in 
the non-profit sector.  She took on the seven-term incumbent because of his support of the Iraq war and other 
conservative stances.  Edwards is one of many progressive Democrats challenging incumbent Democrats who 
no longer support our principles.

Federal Abstinence-Only Funding Turned Down by 22 States and District of Columbia; Two More States 
by 2010

Twenty-two states cite inconsistent funding from the federal government and studies that the program doesn’t 
work as the reasons for turning down millions of dollars for abstinence-only funding.  In addition, states 
have to put up $3 for every $4 they get.  Last year, a federally funded study showed that participants in the 
abstinence-only programs had just as many sexual partners as nonparticipants and had sex at the same median 
age as median age as participants.  The program was started in 1996 as part of a welfare reform and has been 
hyped by the Bush administration for slowing teen sexual activity.  Florida’s program “sexual abstinence until 
marriage” still receives the government funding.  In Florida, some teens believe that drinking Mountain Dew 
or smoking pot will prevent pregnancy and drinking bleach will prevent HIV/AIDS.  Florid has the sixth-
highest teen pregnancy rate in the country.  Clearly, Florida’s program is not working.  During the 2008 ses-
sion, legislation was introduced to expand information about pregnancy and disease prevention to counter the 
myths that are circulating among teens.  It didn’t pass: further proof that we need a Democratic majority in the 
state legislature.  (Most of you remember the talk we had last year from Kevin Aplin of the ACLU about how 
the ACLU and other organizations, and our own Jodi James, convinced the Brevard County School Board 
members to remove “Intelligent Design” from our schools.) [A personal note from Frances Speegle:  This 
last weekend at the DWCF meeting we were told about an incumbent School Board member from Broward 
County, Kathryn Hensley, who has consistently refused to vote for “Intelligent Design” and is being targeted 
by the religious right in her reelection campaign.  We were asked to make contributions, which some of us 
did.  If this is a burning issue with you, as it is with me, please let me know, 727-8320, and I’ll get her address 
for you.]

Statistics on Women Elected Officials as of 2008 (This is both R & D)

US Congress:  88 - 16 in the Senate; 72 in the House, 5 from Florida• 
Statewide elective executive office:  75.8 governors; Alex Sink, CFO, Florida• 
State legislatures:  1,748 out of 7.382 seats; proportion 23.7%; 425 senators, 1,323 • 
state house
Florida Legislature:  37; 10 of 40 in the Senate; 27 of 120 in the House; proportion • 
23.1%; our high was 25%
Since 1971 the number of women in the state legislatures has more than quintupled.• 
Mayors of cities over 30,000 in population:  187 of 1,193; 15 in Florida• 

Source:  Center for American Women and Politics, Eagleton Institute of Politics, Rutgers



Iraq / Iran Report

Iraq and Afghanistan update
   Iraq  Afghanistan

Soldiers Killed  4,114          533

Soldiers Wounded 30,333        2,134

Tax Dollars  $650 billion $200 billion

Estimated Civilians Killed 1,225.898 20,000-50,000

And Now Iran
According to Seymour Hersh in The New Yorker, late last year Bush requested, and Congress authorized, up 
to $400 million for covert operations designed to destabilize the Iranian religious leadership.  It seems that 
the war in Iran has begun. 

Big Salute to……….Move on!
 July 9th was a National Day of Action 
for an Oil Free President. Many showed 
up at gas stations across the country with 
a  message that  the American people 
need an Oil-Free President -- and that is 
NOT John McCain.  

A large group organized through Mo-
veon.org, which included some of our 
members, held a rally at the corner of 
Eau Gallie Blvd and Riverside Drive to 
let locals know that Big Oil has a new 
candidate for president-- John McCain. 
With 21 oil lobbyists running his cam-
paign, John McCain won’t solve our 
energy crisis.

Future events
You are invited to join Space Coast 4 Obama for a Party Platform Meeting on Tuesday, July 22, 2008, 
starting at 7:00 PM.  The meeting will take place at Charlie & Jake’s BBQ Restaurant, north end of 
shopping center at 6300 N Wickham Rd in Melbourne, 32937. The outcome of these meetings will be 
reviewed by the Drafting Committee on the national level as it creates the final Party Platform.  Come 
give your input to this unique history-making event .For more information, or to RSVP e-mail Pamela 
Castellana at spacecoast4obama@gmail.com, or call her at 536-6919. 

There is a Region VI meeting scheduled for July 26, at 11:00 AM, at the Holiday Inn (formerly Impe-
rial Suites) Convention Center, 8298 N. Wickham Rd., Melbourne, FL.

Our SBDWC next meeting is a Business Meeting and will be held at 11:15 August 2, 2008 at the Pic-
cadilly Restaurant in Melbourne Square Mall. 

For more information call Madeline Farley at 773-2949



Voting Machine Shuffle

Voting machines debut in August primary
For the third presidential election in a row, Florida is converting its 
voting machinery, from punch cards in 2000 to touch screens in 2004 
to optical scan ballots in 2008. And once again, elections experts 
are fretting over the possibility of trouble, from long lines at voting 
sites to a close race that would require a recount of ballots.
“My biggest concern is that we would get out there on Election Day 
and we would have something happen and not have a response for 
it,” said Secretary of State Kurt Browning, the state’s top elections 
official. “You cannot afford to have anything go wrong. Period.”

More than half of the state’s voters live in 15 counties — includ-
ing Pinellas, Hillsborough and Pasco — that will use optical scan 
ballots for the first time in the Aug. 26 primary. The other 52 
counties already use the system for all voters.

Across the state, county election supervisors are training poll 
workers, staging practice elections and testing and displaying the 
new voting equipment to civic groups.   Gov. Charlie Crist, prodded by Demo-
cratic U.S. Rep. Robert Wexler of Boca Raton, ordered a $28-million conversion to a system of paper ballots 
marked by hand and fed into machines. But what Crist promised as a “paper trail” doesn’t yet exist.
At voting precincts, scanning machines or “readers” will reject a ballot if a voter casts an overvote, a vote for 
more than one candidate in a race. But as growing numbers of Florida voters mark absentee ballots at home 
and return them by mail, no way exists to catch overvotes before voters submit their ballots.

Browning worries about what might happen if a razor-close race requires a recount.  By law, a candidate who 
loses by less than one-quarter of 1 percent is entitled to a manual recount, but the law requires only a review 
of overvotes and undervotes.

To Browning’s frustration, the Legislature did not change the law to require a manual count of all paper bal-
lots, even though Crist repeatedly promoted paper ballots as a way of providing “receipts” for wary voters.

“What good is giving a voter a piece of this paper if no one has access to it?” Browning said, holding up a 
sample ballot. “And under current law, no one has access to it. No one.”

In most counties, voters will use a pen to fill in an oval next to the candidate or ballot question of their choice. 
But two counties, Palm Beach and Indian River, opted for a different style in which voters are asked to draw a 
horizontal line connecting two arrows pointing from right to left, in the candidate’s direction.

Besides the three Tampa Bay counties and Palm Beach, the other counties switching from touch screens to 
optical scan ballots are Sarasota, Charlotte, Lee, Collier, Miami-Dade, Broward, Martin, Indian River, Lake, 
Sumter and Nassau.

Early voting at regional voting sites starts Monday, Aug. 11, for the Aug. 26 primary.

Pay close attention to all instructions and mark your vote carefully.  None of us want to return to the past 
mistakes so publicly investigated in the past.  Obviously, we still need to press for a true “paper trail” that 
can be audited if necessary.

excerpts from TampaBay.com



Super Mule

“Barack Obama said today that he is going to fight for votes in all 50 states. Yeah. 
That’s what he said. Meanwhile, John McCain said he’s going to fight for votes in all 
13 colonies.” --Conan O’Brien

“President Bush spoke at a campaign rally in support of John McCain. They raised 
millions and millions of dollars, most of which will be used to repair the damage of 
President Bush supporting John McCain at a campaign rally. So it’s kind of a wash” 
--Jay Leno

“This week, Barack Obama, true story, campaigned on an Indian reservation and the 
tribal chief adopted him. Yeah, the Indians actually prefer Obama to John McCain, 
because they still remember when McCain took their land.” –Conan O’Brien

“John McCain and Barack Obama have both laid out their energy plans. Obama wants enough ‘green’ 
energy to power the entire U.S. economy, and McCain just wants enough energy to stay up past nine 
o’clock.” --Craig Ferguson

“President Bush and Senator John McCain were both touring the flood-damaged areas of Iowa this week, 
but they did not cross each other’s path. McCain said he didn’t want to join up with Bush because that 
might send the wrong message. Yeah, nothing turns voters off more than people getting together for a 
noble cause.” --Jay Leno

“President Bush went to Iowa today. Really, 
what’s the hurry? Don’t want to make the Ka-
trina people jealous. No, he wanted to show 
Iowans that disaster is difficult, but it can be 
overcome. Of course, people from Iowa were 
a little confused. They weren’t sure which di-
saster President Bush was talking about, the 
floods, or his presidency.” --Jay Leno

Barack Obama’s staff and John McCain’s staff 
are busy now negotiating when the presiden-
tial debates will take place. That’s good, yeah. 
Yeah, Obama wants them to be in September, 
and McCain wants them to be after his nap, but 
before ‘Wheel of Fortune.’” --Conan O’Brien

Our nation is like a car.  When you want to go 
forward you put it in “D”, and when you want 
to go backward you put it in “R.”---Senator Bill 
Nelson

We’ve been BushWacked!



Unity is the answer and the Democratic Party is coming to-
gether just as we knew it would. 
Several members have emailed the newsletter copies of litera-
ture where groups, clubs, organizations, or their unions have 
come out and officially endorsed Barack Obama for President.  
The reasons vary for each group, but there is a major common 
thread.  America cannot stand 4 more years of Bush policies 
under John McCain! 

Here are two examples.

A couple of weeks ago, the Sierra Club officially endorsed Sen-
ator Barack Obama for President, stressing his concerns, val-
ues and vision for a clean energy future. They stated that what 
America needs is bold, transformational action that will break 
the choke hold Big Oil has on our economy and Washington politics, provide short-term relief for American 
families and long-term solutions for our energy and economy problems. They support his energy strategy 
which includes:

 Providing Relief for families struggling to pay their energy bills. His plan is to provide families • 
with a $1,000 tax credit and stimulus checks paid for by taxing the oil companies’ record profits. 

Investing $150 billion over the next ten years in alternative sources of energy -- wind and solar • 
power, and advanced biofuels, in the commercialization of plug-in hybrid cars, and development 
a new digital electricity grid. This investment will create up to 5,000,000 good-paying jobs that 
cannot be outsourced and will create the billions in new economic activity that will America back 
on the path to prosperity.

Requiring 25% of U.S. electricity to come from renewable sources by 2025 and increases energy • 
efficiency in the U.S. 50% by 2030 

Attacking global warming. Obama has presented a bold and comprehensive plan for addressing • 
global warming which includes a “cap and auction” system that would cut our carbon dioxide 
emissions 80 percent below 1990 levels by 2050. 

Rejecting drilling as the answer to our energy woes. Obama knows that drilling off of our beaches • 
and destroying our last special places like the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge in order to pad Big 
Oil’s bottom line won’t do anything to lower gas prices today, tomorrow, or even a decade from 
now 

An excerpt from a AFL-CIO affiliate ( UMWA President Cecil E. Roberts) reads “After eight years of be-
ing pushed aside by an administration which neither respects nor values the contributions American working 
families make to our society, we are looking forward with great anticipation to a new era in our nation starting 
with the inauguration of President Barack Obama on January 20, 2009. 

On issue after issue, the difference between Sen. McCain and Sen. Barack Obama (D-Ill.) could not be more 
clear.  Whether it is promoting good American jobs instead of shipping them overseas; expanding health care 
coverage to millions of Americans instead of proposing solutions that would bring an end to employer-pro-
vided health care; or strengthening Social Security so that it will be sound for generations to come instead of 
putting the retirement hopes and dreams of millions at risk on Wall Street, Barack Obama stands with working 
Americans and John McCain stands against us.” 

Unity
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