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The South Brevard Democratic Women’s
Club has a very busy month ahead of us. The
Mad Hatter’s Ball is here. Hope you have
your tickets and will be in attendance.
Our club is sending five Representatives to
Tally Days: Patty Farley, Milly Krause, Madeline Farley, Georgeanne Bender and Kelly
Crutcher. While there members will be in attendance at the DWC state board quarterly
meeting, hear information from legislative
liaisons on importation bills in the legislature,
and attend a press conference at the Capital.
We will have our Membership Tea on Saturday April 11 from 2-4pm at Irene Canova
Park Building at 2285 Highway A1A, Indian
Harbour Beach, FL 32937. Our guest speaker
is Britt Kennerly, who is an accomplished
author and currently is the Deputy Public
Opinion Editor-Columnist at Florida today.
Ms. Kennerly will be addressing the lack of
women on currency. The purpose of this event
is to fellowship our members and add to our
membership numbers. Please invite a potential member. There IS NO COST FOR THE
MEMBERSHIP TEA, but we do ask that you
bring a food item. Please call Madeline or
Mary who will be organizing the Tea Menu at
321-773-2949.

Labor Issues
National Level
In a historic move, President Richard Trumka delivered a letter to Congress by having it printed full
page in Roll Call and signed by the national leaders of every major US labor union to tell Congress
to oppose “Fast Track” trade promotion legislation. Trumka has appeared in videos saying the
legislation hurts working families, causes job loss and lower wages. The letter states

Patricia Farley Crutcher

“Fast track trade deals mean fewer jobs, lower wages, and a declining middle class. Fast track has
President
been used since the Nixon Administration to advance deals, like NAFTA, that are sold to the American people as job creation measures. But these deals, written largely by and for the world’s largest corporations,
don’t create jobs: their main purpose isn’t even related to trade, it’s to enshrine rules that make it easier for firms to
invest offshore and increase corporate influence over the global economy.
Fast track is an undemocratic, unaccountable and completely unacceptable way to develop economic policies that
affect us all. America needs a new version of trade negotiating authority that brings the process out from behind
closed doors and prioritizes making life better for people, instead of just making life easier for corporations. Working people have heard enough broken promises about the benefits of fast track. It’s time to stop believing the fairy
tale that passing one more fast track trade deal is going to have different results.
If you stand for higher wages, more jobs, and greater opportunities for America’s hardworking families, you must
oppose fast track.”
All friends of working families are urged to call their Representatives and Senators and tell them to vote NO on
Fast Track and the TPP.
TPP—often referred to as “NAFTA on Steroids” will be a major issue in the next campaign. Fast track is backroom
deal making for the 1% and enables bad public policy. Fast Track is contrary to democratic principles like transparency, public participation and accountability in every way:
Under Fast Track, the U.S. Trade Representative negotiates the terms of trade agreements with other countries in
secretive, behind-closed-door meetings.
While hundreds of corporate lobbyists are granted official trade advisor status, the general public has no right to
see what is being proposed in our names until after negotiations have concluded, the agreement is signed and the
opportunity for changes becomes all but impossible.
Fast Track also removes Congress’ exclusive constitutional authority to “regulate Commerce with foreign nations”
by circumventing ordinary Congressional review, amendment and debate procedures.
Because trade agreements take precedent over U.S. laws at the federal, state and municipal level. Fast Track enables an amazingly wide range of public interest policies to be rewritten without any of the typical public processes
associated with democratic lawmaking.

Trumka has put a hold on all political donations from labor unions until this issue is resolved. Unions are saying
the issue will be a major one in the next elections with every congressional member’s voting record on this issue
made into a major rally cry and a determining factor in union support.
Fact sheets and talking points will be made available at Tally Days.
State Level
Tallahassee is in session and the Florida AFL-CIO legislative and political team have put together the following
list of priority bills to watch. The list can change as the session progresses, but the following bills are expected to
see a lot of movement. This list is current as of March 9th and can be found on their website. Bill updates will be
available at Tally Days.
LOCAL PENSION REFORM

SUPPORT

SB 172 Bradley / HB 341 Cummings
“The Secrecy Bill” Exempting University Searches from Florida’s Sunshine Laws OPPOSED

SB 182 Hays / HB 223 Combee
PRE-EMPTION OF LOCAL CONSTRUCTION BID PREFERENCES OPPOSED
SB 778 Sen. Hays / HB 113 Rep. Perry
PROHIBITION OF PROJECT LABOR AGREEMENTS OPPOSED
SB 934 Sen. Brandes / HB 527 Rep. Van Zant
CAREER EDUCATION AND JOB TRAINING (Rapid Response Training and Education) OPPOSED
SB 948 Sen. Gaetz / HB 993 Ingram
These bills make sweeping, negative changes to the regulations governing workforce development and apprenticeships.
FLORIDA COMPETITIVE WORKFORCE ACT

SUPPORT

SB 156 Abruzzo / HB 33 Raschein
The Florida Civil Rights Act has no protections from discrimination for employees or customers based on their sexual
orientation. These bills will add vital language to Florida’s civil rights law to ensure that workers and customers from
the LGBT community are not discriminated against in our state.
Helen Gordon Davis Fair Pay Protection Act

SUPPORT

SB 98 Joyner / HB 25 Cruz
Increasing the Minimum Wage

SUPPORT

SB 114 Bullard / HB 47 Stafford
This legislation raises Florida’s minimum wage to $10.10 an hour and increases the scope of individuals entitled to this
wage protection. This rate is still far below the amount needed to allow working families to get ahead but is a critical
step in the right direction until such time as the Federal Government raises the wage nationally.
Protections against Discrimination for Pregnancy SUPPORT
SB 982 Thompson / HB 625 Cortes
These bills add pregnancy to Florida’s civil rights statute. The
bills prohibit discrimination on the basis of pregnancy in public
lodging and food service establishments and with regard to employment benefits and other aspects of daily life.
Vote by Mail

SUPPORT

SB 894 Thompson / HB 971 Lee
Florida has afforded eligible voters to cast their ballots using the
USPS for years but it has always been in the context of “absentee
voting” giving the impression that voters have to be away from
their county to use this voting method. In reality, all eligible voters can cast their ballot by mail. These bills delete the phrase
“absentee voting” and “absentee ballot” from statutes and replace
those with “vote-by-mail ballot.” This change in nomenclature
will make it clear that anyone who would rather vote from the
comfort of their home for whatever reason can do so. The goal
is continue our efforts to make voting as easy and convenient for
all eligible voters.

Election 2016—
Rep. Patrick Murphy, the young Democrat who ended the elective office career of
Allen West, said this morning he will run for the U.S. Senate in 2016 Marco Rubio
is expected to vacate.
Murphy, of Jupiter, turns 32 on March 30. He defeated West in 2012 and was considered one of the most vulnerable Democrats in the country. But a strong competitor never emerged in 2014 and Murphy did a good job of navigating the politically
mixed nature of the district. He’s the first candidate to officially declare but will likely be joined by others in pursuit
of what should be an open seat.
Debbie Wasserman Schultz, who many were hoping would run, has already announced that she will not run for the
seat.
Many are hoping that Progressive favorite Alan Grayson will enter the race.
Sen. Ted Cruz announced on Twitter he’s running for president, and that could add more division for the Republican
candidates from Florida--Jeb Bush and Marco Rubio.
For Bush, Cruz will draw even more attention to Common Core, an issue that resonates with conservative activists
already turned off to Bush. Cruz has attacked Common Core and Bush regularly.
For Rubio, Cruz could attack him over his role in writing the Senate’s comprehensive immigration bill - legislation
Cruz denounces as amnesty.
Cruz, a relative fresh face in national politics, like Rubio, could also drain some of Rubio’s support among activists,
some of whom are giving the Floridian another look after he distanced himself from his own immigration bill.
Cruz is also the son of a Cuban immigrant. Cruz is getting a lot of Tea Party support and should not be taken
lightly in Florida.
As of the time of writing there are several major bills
that are detrimental to public education. Even though
it was proven that Florida is not ready for the high
priced high stakes tests last week when during the test
recently all the servers in the state education system
crashed from over use. The test was purchased by
those advocating a policy of no child left untested, and
no teacher left to actually teach. Some of the bills dealing with education are the use of testing and evaluating
students, which is part of the funding bill; the secrecy
bill, which will allow decisions regarding university
administration to be made without having to comply
with sunshine laws..ie to allow Koch money to make
the decisions in private; and to allow the NRA to have
guns on campus. There is even a bill that will allow
schools with uniforms to receive more taxpayer funding than those that don’t have uniforms. Do we need
to guess who that will benefit? Do you think this is
what the Florida citizen wanted when they overwhelmingly voted to fully fund public education?

Legislative Chair/ Legislative Liaison Milly Krause
ACTION CALLS
The 2015 Legislative Session officially began on March 3rd and runs
its 60-day course to end on May 1st. During this period, our email
tends to overflow at times and we need to take action by making phone
calls, visiting our legislators, sending letters and sending emails to our
legislators as well as the media. Use productive methods to make your
voice heard. By not taking action, we may very well have to live much
longer with detrimental legislation that lasts much longer than the few
minutes it takes to make a phone call.
A few suggestions on how to make these calls easier to do follows: Make your calls
brief. Use one or two talking points. Be aware that the person on the other end is often
only making a tally mark as to where the person is calling from along with the nature
of their issue. Long conversations are unnecessary and often serve to waste valuable
time when you could be calling other legislators. Keep your list of legislators’ phone
numbers handy or better yet keep them on fast dial. When you ask others to phone
legislators, share the phone number and/or email address with the request to increase
the chances they will make these Critical Action Calls and contacts.
The following are the issues our Legislative Liaisons voted to focus on during this
year’s legislative session. Please note that this list is flexible and can change according
to how legislation moves forward or doesn’t move at all.
#1 – Environment (Fracking – Off-Shore Drilling – Water)
#2 – Coverage Gap (Medicaid Expansion)
#3 - ERA – Women’s Rights
#4 – Reproductive Rights #5 – Family Services (Healthcare – Homelessness)
#6 – Education (Vouchers – Testing – Common Core)
#7 – Voters Rights – (Restoration – Suppression)
#8 – Equal Compensation – Minimum Wage
For those attending Tally Days on March 30th, we are looking forward to making an
impact during our Tuesday Lobbying Day. DWCF will hold a press conference on
Tuesday and the main issue will be fracking. For those not attending Tally Days, we
want to make this an ACTION CALL-IN DAY. Check those overflowing email boxes
for details. We want to flood Tallahassee with our presence everyday but especially on
our Lobby Day on Tuesday, March 31st. Use the twitter hashtag for fracking - #NotinMyFrackYard and post on our DWCF Facebook page as well. Share your ideas with us.
Meanwhile, contact your legislators often and make your voices heard. The following
are links to your legislators’ websites as well as information on how to track legislation.
Senate - http://flsenate.gov/
House - http://myfloridahouse.gov/default.aspx

Scheduled Events
Tally Days
March 30th-31st

Next Meeting

April 11th
from 2-4pm
Membership Tea
Irene Canova Park
Building
Indian Harbor
Beach.

Super Mule
“Yesterday was not only daylight saving time, but also International Women’s Day. What better way to address the issue of inequality for women than giving them a day that’s missing an
hour.” –David Letterman
“Yesterday, the Supreme Court spent over an hour listening to arguments on whether Obamacare is unconstitutional. Yeah, listening to arguments about Obamacare for an hour, or as most
people call that, ‘Thanksgiving Dinner.’” –Jimmy Fallon
“During his weekly address to the nation, President Obama discussed higher education and said, ‘The most important skill you can sell is your knowledge.’ Or as English majors working at Starbucks put it, ‘No it’s not.’” –Jimmy
Fallon
“This weekend President Obama attended the annual Gridiron Club Dinner, and during his speech he joked that he
is getting older and crankier. Which explains why he announced he no longer supports President Obama.” –Jimmy
Fallon
“Hillary Clinton was actually inducted into the Irish American Hall of Fame yesterday. Hillary said she’s very
proud of her Irish heritage or her Italian heritage or her Asian heritage. Whatever it takes to seal the deal with you
guys. I’ve got to get into that Oval Office.” –Jimmy Fallon
“Mitt Romney announced he will fight former heavyweight champion Evander Holyfield in a charity boxing match.
You can tell that Romney is serious about it. Today, his butler gave him a piggyback ride up the steps of the Philadelphia art museum.” –Jimmy Fallon
It turns out they’re already trying a bunch of nicknames to try to hype up the match. First they considered ‘Vanilla
in Manila.’ Next up, they tried ‘Lean and Mean versus L.L. Bean.’ Finally, ‘Mitt Romney Loses to Another Black
Guy.’” –Jimmy Fallon
“The prime minister of Ireland will be celebrating St. Patrick’s Day at the White House. So finally the Secret Service agents will have a drinking buddy.” –Conan O’Brien
“Texas Senator Ted Cruz said if elected president he would abolish the Department of Education. But not to worry.
He promised to replace it with the less expensive Bureau of Book Learning.” –Conan O’Brien
Jeb Bush may run for President. Bush Presidencies are like ‘Caddyshack’ movies. They should have stopped with
one.” –David Letterman
“Jeb Bush gave a speech yesterday. He had a pretty rough time. He accidentally said that ISIS has 200,000 men
instead of 20,000, and then he mispronounced the name of the terrorist group Boko Haram. So if history has taught
us anything Jeb is well on his way to winning the White House.” –Jimmy Fallon
“Yesterday during a speech on national security, Jeb Bush mispronounced Boko Haram and got confused between
Iran and Iraq. When reached for comment, his brother George W. said, ‘He sure sounds presidentiary to me.’” –
Conan O’Brien
“Jeb announced on the Internet that he is exploring a 2016 bid for president. And to increase his chances, he’s going
to run as just ‘Jeb.’ He said, ‘My last name? It’s not important.’” –Seth Meyers

Madeline Farley
Patty Farley
Mary Hopkins
Milly Krause
John Lasseter
Eileen Manning
Loretta Mills
Bonnie Ollinger
Terry Sanders
Isaac Sorkowitz
Artney Turner

You can find archived PDF copies of
these our newsletters at
www.sbdwcnewsletter.com/

Our sincere Thoughts and Prayers
are extended to all the US troops
stationed in Afghanistan, Iraq,
around the world and also to their
families everywhere.
We pray for the safe return of the
troops, a speedy end to the war and
the wisdom of our leaders to guide
us in this conflict.
Become an SBDWC Booster

Your ad will appear in the newsletter as well as in
the archive at http://sbdwcnewsletter.com where
thousands can view it. A link included in your ad
will be “clickable” so as to send greater traffic to
your site.
Help us find Boosters to cover the costs of printing
our newsletter. Cost for a one line listing is $20
for 6 months or $35 for a year. Cost for a two line
listing is $30 for 6 months or $45 for a year, additional lines extra.
Contact pfarley_101@hotmail.com

HAVE YOU PAID YOUR DUES?

