April 2013
President’s
Message

Important to all Members:
Have you RSVP’ed for the Hi Tea by the Sea? Space is limited. There is no fee for this
event. We are accepting donations to help pay for the food and building rental. There will
be a discrete bowl for donations near the sign in table at the door.
We do need a few volunteers if you are available for some activities in getting ready for
this event, especially “Sit up” and “clean up”. To RSVP or sign up to work, call Madeline
at 773-2949.
We are going to have a grand affair.
There will be no meeting the first Saturday of April due to this meeting.
Time: 2:00-4:00, Saturday March 30th

ERA Action

Politics 2013

Super Mule

SBDWC
Boosters

Location: Irene Canova Park Community Building.
Guest speaker: Senator Nan Rich, Democratic candidate for governor

Well, Tallahassee is back in session and it looks like this is going to be just a

continuation of the issues we managed to keep from passing last year. While Rick Scott was
trying to go on record as looking more moderate so voters might start to “like “ him before the
next election, the Republican majority voted down his good intentions. I doubt if Scott really
thought they would support the Medicaid expansion or a teacher pay raise.—but it might make
him look a little less extreme to Florida voters if he appeared to support those issues. Hope- Patricia Farley Crutcher
President
fully most Floridians know that he stole more each year from teacher salaries with the changes
in the Retirement system than he would have given in a raise. In just one week they did away with the Medicaid
expansion.

ERA Movement – Milly Krause
There has been some forward movement with ERA. First, the online petition that you were
asked to sign exceeded the required 25,000 signatures to be presented to the White House
Administrative Staff and/or the President. Each person who signed the petition should be
notified via email shortly of the next steps.
Other ERA progress is that both SB54 and HCR8001 were introduced to their committees on
the opening day of the 2013 Legislative Session.

They are already out to destroy the FRS (Florida Retirement system) for all Florida State employees,
this go round while arguing it will be just fine.
HB 7011, which is being pushed hard by House Speaker
Will Weatherford, would close the FRS pension plan to new hires beginning next year and force them
into a 401k-style investment plan. Weatherford claims it will not impact current enrollees but that is simply NOT TRUE. Closing the plan to new participants means the cost of maintaining the system for current enrollees will increase because fewer people will be paying into the plan. These increased costs will
have to paid by somebody: either by the state, by employees, by local governments OR by reducing benefits.
The long-term fiscal viability of the FRS Trust Fund would be undermined and ultimately destabilized by HB
7011. This change will likely mean employees will be forced to pay more than the 3 percent they started paying
in 2011; and benefits will be cut.

Use the links below to quickly read the ERA bills below. If you have time, take a tour of the site and learn more
about the legislative process.

Legislation concerning charter schools is coming from all sides, including “parent trigger” again which allows
parent to vote to turn a school into a charter school, but once they vote it is given to one of the private corporations. There is also a bill to allow charter schools to have any unused public school facilities to use for charter
schools. Taxpayers will be paying the bills for privatized corporations to do away with public education. Wonder
how many of them know or are concerned about student identify and record security in this day of identity theft.
These bills allow corporations to have access to student information...Do you really want you child’s ID, address,
social security number and test scores sold or shared to other corporations? Without Nan Rich in the Senate ( She
was term limited.) to lead the defense against this issue it may well get by this year.

----HCR8001--- -http://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2013/8001

Does the Republican legislature really understand what they are doing, or do they just get elected and do what they
are told by the Republican leadership and Jeb Bush? The Koch Brothers and the Chamber of Commerce make
the bills. Perhaps legislators don’t even read them. Do they intend to do away with Public education along with
any unions?
They may just be busy next week running away from anything with the term “Veteran” in it’s title. After the
gambling ring and money laundering scandal that led to the resignation of Lt. Governor Jennifer Carroll last
week, Republicans are very busy making sure everyone knows they were not involved, but apparently many took
funds—large funds from this organization and their lobbyists.
The main issue here was Carroll’s connections to Allied Veterans of the World, a Florida nonprofit that operates a
chain of Internet sweepstakes cafes as a pseudo-charity for veterans. This week, close to 60 people associated with
the company were arrested on various charges, including illegal gambling, racketeering and money laundering.
Carroll owned a public relations firm that represented Allied Veterans and while a member of the Florida House
of Representatives did work for the company. She later filmed an advertisement promoting Allied Veterans while
serving as lieutenant governor.
To prove they are not involved, be on the lookout for fast tracked legislation by Republican legislators that will
do away with internet cafes.
Be vigiliant.. This is just the first week of the legislative session!

Next, call the chairs of each committee and tell them you want to make sure the bill is put on the agenda so it
can be voted on in committee in order to move forward towards a vote this session.
----SB54 ---- http://www.flsenate.gov/Session/Bill/2013/54
Call the Judiciary Chair Senator Tom Lee at 850-487-5024 asap. Tell him to use his influence to put the ERA
Bill on the Agenda.

Call the Local and Federal Affairs Committee Chair Rep. Eddy Gonzalez at 850-717-5111 asap. Tell him to use
his influence to put the ERA Bill on the Agenda..
In addition, call the following:
---Senate President Don Gaetz at
- 850 - 487- 5229
---House Speaker Will Weatherford at - 850-717-5038
CALL 4 ERA ---- CALL 4 ERA ---- CALL 4 ERA ----- CALL 4 ERA ---- CALL 4 ERA
----YOUR CALLS WILL MAKE A DIFFERENCE----

There is a limited amount of rooms. It is imparitive you book
your reservations asap. Group number is 1094QT. Web site is
http://www.edgewaterbeachresort.com/
JOIN THE WOMEN OF FLORIDA AS WE CELEBRATE OUR HISTORY, INCREASE OUR
KNOWLEDGE AND NETWORK FOR OUR CAUSES!

We received the following email from Nan Rich and want you to share this information with your families and
friends:
There’s a chorus of Democratic voices rising across Florida. They are the voices of voters and activists who are
committed to moving Florida in a new direction – and with new leadership.
That’s why I’m running for Governor.
I see a Florida where the interests of children, seniors, and working families are the top priorities. By making a
real commitment to public education, from pre-k to college, and by ensuring quality healthcare is available for all
Floridians, we will attract new business and industry to Florida creating quality jobs across the state.
  As a State Senator, and first elected woman leader of the Florida Senate Democrats, I was known as a champion
for core Democratic principles. I still am.
Governor Rick Scott and the right-wing Republican leadership in the legislature have been taking Florida down
the wrong path and in the wrong direction. Their trickle-down policies have failed to improve the lives of working
people and have failed to deliver on the promise of creating new and good jobs in Florida.
It’s time we changed direction.
It’s time we set priorities based on Democratic values and principles – principles of fairness that put the needs
of people first -- principles that have guided me throughout my adult life and as an elected representative of the
people.
For the past several months, I’ve been traveling across Florida -- from the Panhandle to the Keys – and every voter
I’ve spoken with is ready for a change. They want a strong Democrat to lead Florida again.
I believe that I am that Democrat.
You can help me get Florida on the right track. Your support, as financial contributor or volunteer, will help me
run an effective campaign.

Region II of the Democratic Women’s Club of Florida is please to Host the
57th Annual Convention of the Organization.
As an attendee you will be “Informed” as you listen to the national, state
and local speakers, political candidates and workshop leaders.
RESERVATIONS MAY BE MADE BY CALLING 800-874-8686. THE GROUP RESERVATION NUMBER IS
1094QT. ROOM RATES RANGE FROM $89 FOR A ONE BEDROOM GOLF COURSE VILLA SLEEPING
TWO TO $169 FOR A THREE-BEDROOM GULF FRONT CONDO.

Most importantly, you can spread the word!
By forwarding this email to your friends and family, you’ll be making a big contribution to our grassroots efforts.
And with a strong, statewide, grassroots organization -- we will win!

We have been told there is going to be some big concert the same weekend as our convention in Panama City and
they are expecting all the rooms to be sold out. It is recommended that you reserve your room as early as possible.

Thank you very much for your support!

Thank you to all our members who showed up for the Awake the State Demonstration March 5th at the Viera Government Complex.

Nan Rich

Scheduled Events

Super Mule
We have a new Pope! He is Cardinal Jorge Mario Bergoglio. He is from Argentina. Tens of
millions of Hispanics celebrated. And that was just here in L.A.” –Jay Leno
“People all over the world celebrated differently. In Rome they prayed. In Dublin, they sang.
In New York, they chugged super-sized Mountain Dews.” –Jay Leno

HB 1139 and SB 1250, The Cathy Jordan Medical Cannabis Act
Status of the Bills
HB 1139
Introduced and Referred to Committees:
•

Health Quality Subcommittee

•

Business & Professional Regulation Subcommittee

•

Appropriations Committee

“We’re learning more about the dead Venezuelan dictator Hugo Chavez. It seems he amassed about $2 billion
in personal fortune while president — and he was a socialist. Imagine how rich he could have been if he didn’t
believe in redistribution of wealth.” –Jay Leno

•

Health & Human Services Committee

“The new Pope, Cardinal Jorge Mario Bergoglio, is now Pope Francis the 1st. ‘Francis’ was not his first choice
for a name. But the Vatican wisely talked him out of ‘Pope Boo Boo.’” –Craig Ferguson

•

Committees: Health Policy (HP)

•

Judiciary (JU)

“What do we know about Pope Francis? Well, he’s 76 years old. He’s a former archbishop, and he likes long
walks on the beach, giant hats, and the music of Coldplay.” –Craig Ferguson

•

Criminal Justice (CJ)

•

Appropriations (AP)

“The last Pope, Pope Benedict, will now be known as Pope Classic.” –Craig Ferguson

What YOU CAN Do

“But their job is not done yet. The 115 cardinals are going to stay in Rome a few extra days and try to find a
replacement for Joy Behar on ‘The View.’” –Jay Leno

SB 1250
Introduced and Referred to Committees:

•

Help the bill get a fair hearing in its committees. Call the leadership of both chambers and the committees to which the bills are currently assigned.

•

“Last week horse meat was discovered in IKEA’s meat balls. This morning it was discovered in IKEA’s hot dogs.
This is making me think twice about taking my family to dinner at a furniture store.” –Conan O’Brien

Call the chairman of the Health Policy Senate Committee: Senator Aaron Bean,
(850) 487-5004.

•

Call Representative Ken Roberson’s office, chairman of the Health Quality House
Subcommittee: (850) 717-5075

A huge snowstorm is set to hit Washington, D.C., and it’s being called the Snowquester. Democrats say it could be
10 inches, Republicans want it cut down to 2.” –Conan O’Brien

•

Have the bill pushed through committee or heard in the General Assembly

•

“A lot of people are worried about the effects of the budget cuts. The automatic budget cuts could lead to a huge
drop in food inspections. So be careful if you eat at the Olive Garden; your meal may contain trace amounts of
Italian food.” –Conan O’Brien

Contact the Senate President Don Gaetz and tell him why we need this bill: (850)
487-5001

•

Contact the Speaker of the House Will Weatherford and tell him why this bill
should be heard on the floor of the house: (850) 717-5038.

•

Sign on for Action Alerts at www.flcan.org.

“North Korea has threatened to nuke the United States. Which begs the question, what the hell did Dennis Rodman say over there?” –Conan O’Brien

Mayor Bloomberg must throw the worst parties ever. How long before he just starts showing up on street corners
and whacking the hot dogs out of people’s hands?” –Jimmy Kimmel
“The TSA this week announced that it will now allow airline passengers to carry previously banned pocket
knives, baseball bats and pool cues on planes. And no one’s happier than Honkytonk Bar Fight Airlines.” –Seth
Meyers
Cardinals are starting to vote on a new Pope. Apparently for someone to become Pope, they have to receive 77 of
the votes from the cardinals. They also have to win Ohio and Florida.” –Conan O’Brien
“The former mayor of Detroit has been convicted of racketeering and extortion charges. The sentence is pretty
hard. He has to serve another term as mayor of Detroit.” –Conan O’Brien

What CAN Happen
Authorizing a qualifying patient to possess and administer medical cannabis, and possess and use paraphernalia for a specified purpose, etc. as of this year, if the bill passes.
If the bill gets a hearing this year, then we can expect it to go much farther next year,
with an even greater chance of passing..
Bipartisan Support
Medical cannabis has the support of all parties because anyone has the potential to need
this medicine, and nearly everyone knows someone who could benefit or who could
have benefited from this medicine.

Next Meeting
March 30th
2:00-4:00
“Hi Tea By the Sea”
Guest: Nan Rich
Irene Canova Park
Community Building
2289 Highway A1A
Indian Harbour
Beach
RSVP to 773-2949

Janie Holman
Geraldine Kapushy
Cathy Stanton
Madeline Farley
Alan Jotkoff
Pat Jotkoff
Laura Fausone
Joe Pishgar
Eileen Manning
Bea Gillespie
Maggie Gula
Leonia Francis
Artney Turner
Jackolyn Lombardo
Vicki Impoco
Molly Tasker
www.hodadpix.com
Bessie Barnes
Terry Sanders
Seeta Begui
Milly Krause

Our sincere Thoughts and Prayers
are extended to all the US troops
stationed in Afghanistan, around
the world and also to their families
everywhere.
We pray for the safe return of the
troops, a speedy end to the war and
the wisdom of our leaders to guide
us in this conflict.

Become an SBDWC Booster

Your ad will appear in the newsletter as well as in
the archive at http://sbdwcnewsletter.com where
thousands can view it. A link included in your ad
will be “clickable” so as to send greater traffic to
your site.
Help us find Boosters to cover the costs of printing
our newsletter. Cost for a one line listing is $20
for 6 months or $35 for a year. Cost for a two line
listing is $30 for 6 months or $45 for a year, additional lines extra.
Contact pfarley_101@hotmail.com

You can find archived PDF copies of
these our newsletters at
www.sbdwcnewsletter.com/

