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The Republican legislature in Tallahassee has certainly been busy haven’t
they? It seems as if they are out to destroy Florida and that our new Governor is leading the way.
We are determined to make it as hard for them as possible. In the last
month your SBDWC has been actively involved in several demonstrations to “Awake the State” and show our discontent with the bills that appear to be originating from some desire to destroy the people of Florida.
These have been organized quickly and news of them, in some cases, literally spread
overnight –as in the case of the Embraer ribbon cutting with Bill Nelson, Rick Scott and
Mike Haridopolos. From the looks of things, I think there will be more demonstrations,
and I hope you stay informed and join us. Email and Facebook can keep you informed
of some of these fast paced activities. We will do our best to keep you informed with our
newsletter of our planned items.
Besides attacking the high speed rail,
education, teachers, all public service
workers, and Medicaid recipients,
this legislature is even out to attack
the Florida Supreme Court, which is
a conservative court. Most believe the
Florida Legislature has declared war on
the state’s Supreme Court because they
didn’t agree with the court’s rulings on
things like Fair Districts and the confusing amendments that were thrown off
the ballot in the last election. Therefore
the Republicans are proposing bills to
make the court weaker and less independent. One proposal would require
Justices receive a super-majority 60% vote in a general election in order to retain their
seat—an almost impossible task. Another measure would make the commissions that
nominate judges only appointed by the Governor—now Scott. Currently the Florida Bar
appoints a few commissioners. Speaker of the House Dean Cannon has even proposed
to do away with the court entirely and create two courts – a criminal and a civil supreme
court. Most of the justices the Legislature doesn’t like would be put on the criminal court
– and Governor Scott would be able to appoint new justices to create a court that will uphold what he is doing to the citizens of this state. Well, so much for checks and balances
in government!
Stay tuned. I’m sure there is more to come.

I hope you made it to the Crowne Plaza for our last meeting with guest Peggy Gagnon, Bill Nelson’s CampaignTreasurer, who informed us that it will cost near 30 million for Bill Nelson to run the election. I’m not sure how we can
help with that amount of money,
but we will try to do our part. At
the meeting, I was very proud to
have the members who have served
our club for ten years and more recognized with a certificate and rose.
Thank you all for your many years
of service.
I also want to thank everyone for
the contributions for the baskets.
Please note that our next meeting
date is on April 9th, the second Saturday of the month, at MeMaws in
Indian Harbour Beach at the regular time of 11:30. This will be a
business meeting and we will be
discussing resolutions to send to
the next convention of the DWC.
Present to receive their awards were Left to Right:
Artney Turner, Ena Millington, Hope Stewart, Frances Speegle,
Jacqueline Lombardo, Lou Simpson, Madeline Farley, Cathy
Stanton, Molly Tasker, Vivian Stover, and Cynthia Leacock.
Judith Doyle was there, but not in the photo. Those absent included Leonia Frances, Loretta Hand, Vera McGibney and Alice
McAllister. (Ms. Doyle must have been having fun with some of
her friends from Melbourne High.)

Bill Nelson’s Campaign Treasurer,
Peggy Gagnon was a Guest Speaker for our Membership Luncheon
at the Crowne Plaza. She discussed
the amount of funds Nelson would
need to conduct his campaign
in Florida. Bill Rettinger, ViceChair of the Brevard Democratic
Executive Committee, was also a
Guest Speaker at the Membership
Luncheon and fired up the group

talking about the “Awake the
State” event.

Editor’s Notes
The Florida Legislature just pushed through SB736 –the “Son of 6, “ which destroys education in
Florida. While the media usually refer to this as the “merit pay bill,” that’s almost as disingenuous
as its official title, “the Student Success Act”. There is no evidence the bill will improve student
success, and little chance teachers would receive merit pay if students did improve. Only the publishers of standardized tests will do well.
The bill applies to all Florida teachers hired after July 1, 2011. The bill exempts current teachers
with union contracts unless they transfer to another district, leave and return to teaching, are laid off
and rehired … or their unions are decertified.
Under this bill, Florida teachers will have only year-to-year contracts. Retention evaluation will be based 50% on
principals’ comments, and 50% on an unspecified “value added” formula based on students’ performance on nonexistent standardized tests. Teachers with negative evaluations in two of any three years will not be renewed. Teachers
with the highest evaluations will receive bonuses – hence the label “merit pay” – to be paid from nonexistent funds.
Teachers would receive no pay raises for seniority, or for earning advanced degrees or national certification.
Parts of the bill are not explained and the bill is not funded. The bill does not specify the “value added” formula to
be used in evaluating teacher performance. It mandates standardized tests for each subject and grade level, but most
of those tests don’t exist and the bill provides no funding to develop them. Instead, each school district must pay
standardized test firms, like the firm owned by Neil Bush, brother of former Florida Governor Jeb Bush and former
President George W. Bush, to develop and supply individual tests and accompanying materials and software for each
subject taught in Florida schools.
Where will county school districts get that money? They could try to raise taxes, but that probably would not go well
in most Florida districts where property values have dropped and fore-closure rate is high. With Gov. Scott’s budget
cutting $1.75 billion from education, school districts will already be cutting programs again this year. So the money
to fund standardized tests will come from where….. the already-tight teachers’ payroll budgets.
When a district has determined there is money available for salary increases, [the money] must be prioritized to
teachers that have been ranked highly effective first. Thus the media phrase “merit pay bill.” Teachers whose students do well – by an as yet unspecified formula, on an as yet nonexistent test, funded by the school district with
money taken from teacher payroll – will get a bonus “when a district has determined there is money available for
salary increases.”
Teachers with union contracts will retain the terms of those contracts, and teachers’ unions could still collectively
bargain. Teacher pay will be off the table, as will benefits like health insurance and retirement, with nonnegotiable
terms set by the state. However, they could still bargain over working conditions, if they’re not worried about a principal’s negative evaluation, and if they still have a union.
Senate Bill 830 would make it illegal for public employee unions to deduct dues from paychecks. And House Bill
1023 would effectively decertify any public employee union that cannot prove 50% of eligible employees are members. With SB 830 forcing unions to solicit dues from members or lose their enrollment, HB 1023 would eliminate
public employee unions in Florida. As Florida is a “right to work” state, employees cannot be required to join a
union.
And if teachers’ unions are decertified, their contracts are void … and current teachers would also be subject to SB
736…………..So much for all those speeches about improving education in Florida and so much for teachers who
recently moved this state from position 31 to 5 in the nation.

Events
On April 6th the DWC of Florida is holding a Legislative Day where DWC members from
around the state will meet with Representative Ron Saunders ,the House Minority Leader;
Senator Nan Rich, Florida Senate Minority Leader; Senator Arthenia Hall, Democratic
Leader Pro Tem; Representative Rick Kriseman, House Policy Lead; and Joe Gibbons,
Democratic House Leader Pro Tem to discuss an overview of issues, strategy and bills in
the Legislature. The SBDWC is currently sending 5 members to attend this event. Find
out what happens at our next meeting on April 9th at 11:30 at Memaw’s on Eau Gallie
Blvd. in Indian Harbour Beach.
“Night out at the Ball Park”
The SBDWC is organizing a trip April 7th to the Manatees vs. Daytona Season Opener
at the Space Coast Stadium. We would like to get enough people going that night to have
an obvious “blue” Democratic Section” and hopefully get some notice. If you would like
to go please let us know, so we can plan on how many tickets to pick up. It should be great
fun with free tickets, drink specials and Fireworks. The game starts at 7:05. Be there. Call
Milly Krause at 684-4086 or Madeline Farley at 773-2949.
• Post-Game Fireworks--Stick around after the game for a fantastic fireworks show
presented by Creative Pyrotechnics!
• Fan “Pre”Appreciation Night--All fans get in FREE!
• Thirsty Thursday Drink specials - 20-oz Coca-Cola and 18-oz Budweiser products are
just $2.00!
• Magnet Schedule Giveaway--The first 2,000 fans through the gates will receive a
2011 Brevard County Manatees Magnet Schedule
Brevard NOW (National Organization of Women) will have a general membership
meeting Tuesday April 12, 2011, 5:30-7:30pm at Lexi’s Martini Bar at 924 E. New Haven
in Downtown Melbourne.

SBDWC member Kelly Crutcher has been in the hospital several times in the last few
months and will undergo a very difficult surgery procedure. We ask that you keep her
in your prayers for the next month.

Thank you to all who gave items to make the baskets that we used at the Crowne Plaza. We would
like to make more gift baskets for our future scheduled guest speaker meeting in May. We are collecting items to make a Makeup and Luxury Basket
and a Kitchen and Spice Basket. Please bring donations to our next meeting. Thank you.

Scheduled Events
Next Meeting
April 9, 2011
at 11:30
MeMaw’s
EauGallie Blvd.
Indian Harbour
Beach

April 6, 2011
DWC
Legislative Day
Tallahassee

Night Out at
the Ballgame
Thursday, April 7th
6 p.m - Game Starts
at 7:05 p.m.
Space Coast Stadium,
Viera

Super Mule
“New Rule: When you make stupid into an art form, it’s not stupid anymore. We just found
out that the “Sarah Palin” who writes Sarah Palin’s Facebook page is a fake, but the real Sarah
Palin has her own Facebook page, under a fake name. And sometimes the real/fake Sarah Palin
praises the work of the fake/real Sarah Palin. It’s like Inception for hillbillies. There’s also a
rumor that she doesn’t really need glasses, she just wears them to look smart. And when she
has them on, Todd doesn’t know she’s Superman” –Bill Maher
“I’m upset that Mike Huckabee criticized Natalie Portman for having a child out of wedlock. Listen, I’m no fan
of unwed mothers either, but this is Natalie Portman we’re talking about. That unborn child is Luke Skywalker.”
—Stephen Colbert
“Republican Presidential hopeful Mike Hucka-BS is attacking actress Natalie Portman for getting pregnant without
being married. It could get a little awkward if he runs into Sarah and Bristol Palin at Fox News.” –Jay Leno
“They say that Japan’s rigorous building codes and regulations saved thousands of lives. Or as Republican here saw
it, it fostered a socialist anti-business environment that’s worse than being dead.” —Bill Maher
“It turns out that the Republican budget that they submitted for next year slashes funding for the agency that issues
tsunami warnings and organizes responses to the tsunami. In their defense, Republicans say that tsunamis are just
a theory, they are not a real threat like ACORN, the Black Panthers, NPR, and math teachers in Wisconsin.” —Bill
Maher
“In a new interview, Newt Gingrich says he cheated on two of his wives because he was too consumed with love
for his country. Yeah, apparently he misunderstood the phrase, ‘Please rise for the Pledge of Allegiance.’” —Conan
O’Brien
“Newt knows that before he throws his giant hat into the ring, he has to explain his past positions — specifically,
why those positions were so often on top of women who weren’t his wife.” —Stephen Colbert
“Congressman Peter King is holding hearings on the radicalization of American Muslims to determine why they
feel alienated from American culture. Hopefully these hearings into why they’re so dangerous will make them feel
more welcome.” —Stephen Colbert
“Gov. Scott Walker is the new conservative hero. He could get
the nomination for the Republican Party in 2012 because he has
that special quality that every member of the Republican base can
relate to — he’s a huge a**hole.” —Bill Maher
“Julianne Moore is going to play Sarah Palin in a new HBO
movie. Julianne said, ‘But I know nothing about politics,’ and the
producers said, ‘Perfect!’” —Craig Ferguson
“Sarah Palin has strong opinions on the Libyans. She said marriage is between a man and a woman, and Libyans like Rachel
Maddow are what’s ruining this country.” —Bill Maher
“Arnold Schwarzenegger has been offered a role in a sequel to
‘The Terminator.’ In this one he travels back in time and kills the
person who suggested he run for governor.” —Conan O’Brien
“Newt Gingrich, who famously cheated on wife number two with now wife number three, says he prays for God’s
forgiveness. He also prays that wife number three never finds out about Vanessa.” —Conan O’Brien

“After 60 years of service the Dalai Lama is stepping down as the political leader of Tibet. He heard there was an
opening on ‘Two and a Half Men.’” —Conan O’Brien
“Charlie Sheen says he’s going to go to Haiti: ‘I want to show
them what a real disaster looks like.’” —Conan O’Brien
“Charlie Sheen — he’s our new national pastime. Sorry baseball, call me when your foul lines are drawn with coke.” —Stephen Colbert
“Tea Party candidate Michele Bachmann said the Revolutionary
War started in New Hampshire when it really started in Massachusetts. Interesting that a woman who believes so strongly in
states rights can’t get her states right.” –Jay Leno
“Newt Gingrich explained why he fooled around on his first two
wives by saying he loved this country so much that it led him to
cheating. He was so passionate about it he had to take his pants
off. When I hear the National Anthem I just put my hand over
my heart.” –Jay Leno
“Former Speaker of the House Newt Gingrich is a man who
cheated on his first wife and left her while she was in bed with
cancer. Then he cheated on his second wife with his current, third
wife. I don’t think actual newts are this slimy.” –Bill Maher

Fair Districts
It is clear that the powerful politicians are very unhappy with your vote for Amendments 5 and 6. In the
middle of the night on November 3rd – before the last votes were even counted – two Members of Congress went to court to try to get the amendments thrown out! Then, Speaker Dean Cannon and the Florida
House of Representatives decided to use YOUR taxpayer dollars to join in that suit.
Governor Rick Scott joined the fray by delaying the implementation of the FairDistricts amendments. As
required by federal law, former Governor Crist submitted the amendments to the U.S. Department of Justice for approval. Within two days of taking office, Governor Scott withdrew that request.
Clearly these politicians want to be able to continue drawing districts for their own political advantage –
even though a supermajority told them to stop this selfish practice.
But supporters of the FairDistricts Amendments are fighting back!
The Florida NAACP, ACLU, Democracia and a number of individual voters stepped up to defend the
amendments in the case brought by the politicians. Then the Florida League of Women Voters and others
filed suit against Governor Scott to compel him to stop playing politics with the Florida Constitution and
resubmit the amendments to the Justice Department for approval.

Gov. Scott shifting clinics to his wife raises conflict of interest questions
By Stacey Singer, Palm Beach Post Staff Writer

As Florida Gov. Rick Scott reorganizes health agencies, cuts spending and pushes for
new free-market health policies, his ownership of Solantic, the urgent care chain, increasingly poses conflict of interest questions.
Solantic co-founder Karen Bowling says Scott has taken steps to distance himself from the chain. He stopped regular
business calls with her after he was elected. “I don’t talk to him anymore. Not since November. Really not much
since April,” Bowling said. Scott left the privately held company’s board of directors in January 2010, during his
campaign.
But the most important step the governor must take to avoid a conflict of interest, some ethics experts say, is to divest
his Solantic interests. In January, Scott did transfer his Solantic stock - to his wife. “The controlling investor in Solantic is the Frances Annette Scott Revocable Trust,” Bowling said.
Solantic’s new chairman, as of last month, is retired Columbia/HCA executive Charles Evans. Evans said he is the
Scott trust’s representative. “I have no communication with them at all,” Evans said.
Scott’s efforts to distance himself appear to be designed to
meet the letter of Florida ethics laws, if not the spirit.
They may not succeed if challenged, warned legal and ethics
expert Marc Rodwin, a law professor at Suffolk University
who is the author of several books on health care and conflicts
of interest. “Placing his ownership in the name of his wife
is not an effective way to control for conflicts of interest and
not generally accepted because they are personally related,”
Rodwin said. Rodwin said Scott’s blindness to Solantic’s
daily business decisions likewise does not relieve his conflict.
“His family still benefits from it,” he said.
Ethics law poses issues
Soon after Scott was elected, three lawyers from his transition
team paid visits to the Florida Commission on Ethics.
Those making the trips on Dec. 7, 10 and 16 included Enu
Mainigi, a Washington corporate defense lawyer and partner
with Williams and Connolly, who headed Scott’s transition team; another Williams and Connolly partner, corporate
structure specialist James Fuller; and Richard Coates, a Tallahassee ethics lawyer.
No written documents exist from those meetings, said Kerrie Stillman, spokeswoman for the Florida Commission on
Ethics. She had no information about the conversations.
However, two key parts of Florida’s ethics law could pose issues, Stillman said: One says a government official cannot
work for or have a contractual relationship with an entity that does business (directly or indirectly) with, or is regulated
by, their government agency.
The other prohibits government officials from having a job or contractual relationships that “present a continuing or
recurring conflict.”
Scott’s Solantic ownership, through his wife’s trust, would appear to push up against those laws in multiple ways:

Solantic is regulated by the state. The Agency for Health Care Administration licenses clinics. It also administers
Medicaid, the insurance safety net for the poor. The Department of Health licenses doctors and nurses. The governor
appoints both agencies’ secretaries.
Solantic also is an indirect recipient of state Medicaid money. While Solantic doesn’t accept Medicaid, it does accept private Medicaid HMOs, which contract with the state.
Wouldn’t that make Solantic an indirect state contractor?
Not necessarily.
“Subcontractor type relationships generally fall outside of the ‘doing business’ prohibition,” Stillman said.
Scott may also have protected himself by shifting his ownership to his wife. The “doing business” prohibition applies only to government officials, not their spouses, Stillman said.
Contacted six times for this story, Scott’s press office had no comment.
Additional clinics planned
Scott founded the Jacksonville-based urgent care chain in 2001, four years after he resigned as CEO of Columbia/
HCA amid a federal billing fraud investigation. Columbia/HCA ultimately agreed to the nation’s largest Medicare
fraud settlement, a $1.7 billion criminal and civil penalty. Although the company had admitted to criminal wrongdoing, Scott himself was never charged, and he has denied knowledge of the illegal activities.

U.S. Senator Bill Nelson announced Friday that a last-ditch attempt to salvage the high speed rail project with an
agreement with Amtrak has failed. The plan, which would
have kick-started a lot of jobs and helped to alleviate our
13 percent unemployment rate, had a lot of supporters from
both political parties in Florida. Nelson and others have been
working hard to salvage the project since Gov. Rick Scott
earlier this month rejected the $2.4 billion in federal funds
from the Obama administration to build the first high-speed
rail line in the nation. There was hope that a local government
group working with Amtrak could get the job done, but this
proved not viable because the state still controlled the right of
way and Gov. Rick Scott has refused to cooperate with local
governments in providing right of way for the project.
Amtrak would not make any commitments without assurances that they could access right of way, which was to run
primarily down the Interstate 4 median.
State Sen. Paula Dockery, R-Lakeland, whose husband C.C.
“Doc” Dockery had been the prime force behind bringing high-speed rail to Florida, said she appreciated Nelson’s
efforts and U.S. Transportation Secretary Ray LaHood’s willingness to work with Florida officials following Scott’s
rejection of federal funds. In the end there just wasn’t enough time to put a proposal together and to deal with
Scott.

Letters to the Editor
New bill links teacher pay to test scores
Last year’s Senate Bill 6 is back as SB 736, which attempts to address student achievement and teacher evaluation, but
continues to fall short and miss the mark.
There is no conclusive evidence showing that merit pay will lead to higher student achievement. There are many factors outside of a teacher’s control that must be taken into account, such as: student mobility, disability, attendance,
and others, which are supposedly included in the “value added” formula which will be used to measure students and
teacher performance; however there is no clarity as to how this formula will work or who exactly will be coming up
with this formula. Parental involvement is a critical piece of the student achievement pie, yet this formula completely
overlooks this fact.
Classroom teachers have consistently expressed concerns regarding the overemphasis on FCAT and the obstacles that
it creates to nurturing and developing the “whole” child and SB736 increases testing.
Florida teachers have recently raised this system from 31st to 5th in the nation, yet we rank 37th in the nation on pay
scale. Education needs more money, not less money; AND, we need less mandated testing which steals money and
instruction time from student learning.
Patty Farley, Florida Today, March 4, 2011,
Agency provides critically needed care
Planned Parenthood is the nation’s leading reproductive health care provider and advocate for women.
They believe every child should be wanted and loved. So do I.
In my mind, a core part of helping teens reduce unwanted pregnancies is to give them the information and education
on how to prevent getting pregnant.
The programs offered by this agency include abstinence and other forms of birth control.
Eliminating funds for Planned Parenthood is a very dangerous and unconscionable assault on women’s health.
I fear that more than 3 million women would lose their right to basic care.
Women go to Planned Parenthood centers for birth control, cancer screenings, HIV testing, educational programs and
other life-saving care. Without this service, these women have nothing.
I had my first child at 18. After giving birth, I was given vital information about family planning and a choice to join
the clinic if I could not afford birth control.
I learned that 90 percent of the services offered by Planned Parenthood are preventative care, and 1 in 5 women received care from PP at some point in their life.
Congress should work on top priorities like job creation and unemployment instead of undermining access to reproductive health care for women.
Turning the clock back on basic health care is not the answer.
As a nurse and health care provider, I think Congress should double the money budgeted for Planned Parenthood because it will save taxpayers money by offering care that reduces unwanted and unplanned pregnancies.
Those in Washington who have voted overwhelmingly to cut social programs for the disadvantaged and poor, and gut
education, housing and Medicaid, are hypocrites at our expense.
Their misguided approach will only create more unwanted pregnancies that become unwanted children who then need
more tax dollars to deal with the social problems that impact them and us.

As an American woman, I will be anxiously watching to see what Washington does to the
future of women’s health in the U.S.
Seeta Begui, Florida Today, March 6th
Tobia lacks interest.....in constituents’ needs
My husband and I attended a recent town hall meeting with Republican State Rep. John
Tobia.
We became uncomfortable after the first question when Rep. Tobia lashed out, stating he
makes only $27,000 a year as state representative, and that he and Rep. Ritch Workman
“didn’t have to do this . . . we don’t need to answer your questions. I’m taking time out of
my busy schedule because I want to.”
After another question, Tobia stated he wouldn’t apologize for his position, and if we
didn’t like it, we could run against him.
As Mr. Tobia’s constituent, I found his attitude offensive. He displayed no empathy or
concern in relating how several cancer patients were in his office begging him not to cut
state funding for Moffitt Cancer Center in Tampa.
Actually, Tobia seemed uninterested in many constituents’ needs, making comments like
“people who come to my office all the time” as he shrugged off the many issues presented
to him.
Come election time, I hope Floridians who blithely vote straight Republican or Democrat,
or feel it’s not important to do research when voting for state House candidates, realize
their decisions have a powerful impact.
Laura Fausone , Florida Today, March 9th
Brevard is AWAKE
Brevard citizens joined thousands of fellow Floridians in over 30 cities
yesterday at AWAKE THE STATE Rallies.
Our collective voices spoke out against the most unpopular Governor in history and the
Republican majority in Tallahassee who are waging a war against the values of fairness,
equality, compassion, and human decency with their reckless gutting of public services
and personal freedoms.
Individuals from all walks of life came together to say in one clear voice that we are no
longer willing to suffer quietly as our fates are decided for us by the corrupt machine in
Tallahassee.
Funded and inspired by the likes of the Koch brothers, the Governor and Florida Legislature want to shift the financial burden of our State deficit to those who can least afford it
while extending tax cuts to corporations and the wealthy elite.
The Governor and our Legislators have gone too far and their positions are too extreme.
Vicki Impoco, Florida Today, March 9th

OUR SBDWC GETS THE WORD OUT!

Club fund raiser
Check this Out!!!
Why Mommy is a
Democrat and Why
Daddy is a Democrat
by Jeremy Zilber
Using plain and
non-judgmental
language, along with
warm and whimsical
illustrations.

The price is
$10.00 each.
Get your copies
at any club
meeting or by
calling
Artney Turner
at 727-0215.

Janie Holman
Geraldine Kapushy
Cathy Stanton
Madeline Farley
Lore Scurrah
Laura Fausone
Vera McGibney
Maggie Gula
Leonia Francis
Artney Turner
Jackolyn Lombardo
Vicki Impoco
Jane Feldman
www.hodadpix.com
Brevard Now
Bessie Barnes
Terry Sanders
Amy Tidd
Milly Krause
Eileen Manning

Be an SBDWC Booster

Your ad will appear in the newsletter as well as in
the archive at http://sbdwcnewsletter.com where
thousands can view it. A link included in your ad
will be “clickable” so as to send greater traffic to
your site.
Help us find Boosters to cover the costs of printing
our newsletter. Cost for a one line listing is $20
for 6 months or $35 for a year. Cost for a two line
listing is $30 for 6 months or $45 for a year, additional lines extra.
Contact pfarley_101@hotmail.com

Our sincere Thoughts and Prayers
are extended to all the US troops
stationed in Iraq, Afghanistan and
also to their families everywhere.
We pray for the safe return of the
troops, a speedy end to the war and
the wisdom of our leaders to guide
us in this conflict.

You can find PDF copies of these newsletters at www.sbdwcnewsletter.com/

