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With all the activity of this last month we know this is certainly going to be 
an active election year.

First, our club turned out in force to welcome Alex Sink into Brevard at 
an introductory fund raiser at the Indian River Lagoon House March 6th.  
Local democrats and dignitaries welcomed Alex and her husband, Bill 
McBride with speeches, food and photographs to lay the foundation for her 
campaign.

Second, all attention turned to the Annual Membership Tea March 13th where an informal 
head count tallied 60 individuals, that was later confirmed by the guest book signatures.   The 
theme was “A Saint Patrick’s Day Democratic Hospital-i-Tea” so we hope everyone had a 
great time and felt welcome.  We want to thank everyone who attended, worked, brought 
food, and especially those who brought potential members as guests!   Some of those at-
tending included:  Shannon Roberts, candidate for US Representative;  Amy Tidd candidate 
for Florida House;  Beth McMillian, President of the Brevard Democratic Executive Com-
mittee; Janie Holman , Past President of the Florida DWC,  Frances Speegle, Region chair 
of the DWC,  Laura Fasone, Brevard Now President and SBDWC member; Matt Fleming 
representative from the Organizing for America, and Jane Haddock  who recently joined just 
last month.  We have already gained several new members from this affair and are hopeful 
that more may join.  We also had some inactive members renew their memberships.  New 
members include Carol Boone, Sarah Goodnight, Fran Hutchens, Alison Pope, Amy Tidd, 
and Marion Whitmire.   To all of you--Welcome to the SBDWC!

Photos of these activities are included in the 
newsletter  and at sbdwcnewsletter.com

Next, our “Spring Cleaning Garage Sale” was 
cancelled for March  and moved to a later date.  
We will have the garage sale later this spring.

April will start out with a bang with the base-
ball game on April 8th at Manatee Stadium in 
Viera.  Members are showing up in force with 
Blue donkey T shirts to show that Brevard is 
Blue Territory.  If you need a ride, call me at 
773-2949 and we will try to coordinate rides 

for some individuals.  Let’s all get there early so we can get seats together.

Our next meeting will be a week later in the month on the second Saturday because of 
Easter Weekend. The meeting will be April 10th at 11:30 at  Memaw’s in Indian Harbor 
Beach.  This will be one of our business meetings and we will be discussing and organizing 
future activities.  Please attend.
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Club fund raiser
Check this Out!!!

Why Mommy is a 
Democrat and Why 

Daddy is a Democrat 
by Jeremy Zilber

Using plain and 
non-judgmental 

language, along with 
warm and whimsical 

illustrations.

The price is 
$10.00 each.  

Get your copies 
at any club 

meeting or by 
calling 

Artney Turner 
at 727-0215.

Several items in the news in the last few weeks are examples of how 
extremists are trying to paralyze the government using smears, remarks, 
and fear mongering:

A man shots up a Las Vegas federal building and kills people• 

A handicapped man tries to shoot his way into the Pentagon• 

A man flies a plane into the IRS building offices in Austin, Texas• 

A Virginia Delegate publically proclaims that handicapped children are God’s retribu-• 
tion on women for abortions.

The discovery of  a  Republican National committee power point presentation--fund-• 
raising document that caricatured President Obama as the Joker, House Speaker Nancy 
Pelosi as Cruella de Vil and Senate Majority Leader Harry M. Reid (Nev.), as Scooby-
Doo

The three Democratic leaders were gathered under the heading “The Evil Empire.” The 
cartoonish images were part of a 72-page PowerPoint presentation assembled for potential 
campaign donors and fundraisers. The document was obtained by Politico after being left 
at a Florida hotel where the Republicans had gathered Feb. 18.   The presentation outlined 
how donors will be encouraged to give to Republicans at a time when the party holds neither 
the White House nor Congress: “Save the country from trending toward Socialism!” It cites 
“fear” and “extreme negative feelings toward existing administration” as reasons why do-
nors might contribute to the GOP.  If you had any doubt that the Republican Party has been 
taken over by the fear-mongering lunatic fringe those doubts were erased with the release 
of the Power Point illustrations. 

Then also recall the Holocaust museum, Fort Hood,  and the murder of Dr George Tiller, 
whose Kansas women’s clinic frequently took center stage in the US debate over abortion.

Just last week I complained that a coworker’s car on our parking lot was sporting one of the 
‘Pray for Obama Psalm 109” bumper stickers that is really a call for the assassination of the 
President.  I personally felt it was too extreme to be on anything, let alone a vehicle in our 
parking lot.    I was told that there was nothing that could be done because of the right to 
freedom of speech.  As a liberal Democrat, I would be the last person to deprive someone 
of their legal rights to freedom of speech or assembly, but responsible people know there 
are limits, accountability and culpability. The limits were outlined in the landmark case in 
which Supreme Court Justice Oliver Wendell Holmes wrote that free speech did not include 
the right to falsely shout fire in a theater and cause panic. 

We are dealing with a problem that has been growing since the last election. There are no 
such limits on the internet where fire is not only shouted, but encouraged and praised.   Any 
society will include a small number of the deranged who pose a danger to the rest of us. 
Here is the new problem.   With the internet, such people can now find one another. Talk to 
one another and no matter how maladjusted their view, find those who agree and sympathize 
with them. 

We have seen common trends become rallying cries for the radical right that are very remi-
niscent of the McCarthy era.  

The attack on sinister Ivy League-educated elites is one of the essential rhetorical tools of 



In response to requests for social activites for our club we are 
getting a group together to get Democrats “Out to the Ball 
Park.”  We want to make an impression and show up in blue.  
We have ordered blue donkey T shirts for members to pur-
chase at cost.--$6.00.   The Manatees will open the 2010 season 
at 7:05pm on Thursday, April 8th at home against their division 
rivals, the Daytona Cubs. Tickets to the April 8th home opener 
will be absolutely FREE to all Brevard County resi-
dents! Just show a current ID or proof of 
address in Brevard County (utility bill, 
bank statement, etc.) at the ticket 
office on April 8th to re-
ceive yours. Bring your en-
tire family out to the ball-
park - you can receive up to 
five (5) complimentary tick-
ets with each ID.  Call 773-2949 
for more information.

far-right pundits and Republican politicians like Sarah Palin. A most unusual example was Ivy-educated, investment 
banker, millionaire, former Massachusetts Gov. Mitt Romney railing against “eastern elites” at the 2008 Republican 
National Convention.   McCarthy routinely accused his opponents of subverting the national interest. Typical was 
his characterization of enemies “who steadfastly served the interests of nations other than his own.   Today amid 
cries of Communism, Socialism, and  “Obamunism”   Republicans criticize President Obama’s foreign policy  ac-
cusing him of being on the wrong side and bowing to the enemy.  Earlier this year, Sen. Mitch McConnell slammed 
President Obama’s plans to close Guantanamo, saying that it was “to make us popular in Europe.”  Religious Right 
leader James Dobson said at this year’s Council for National Policy gathering, “our president seems to believe in 
peace through appeasement” and compared him to Neville Chamberlain.    Daily we hear charges that the Obama 
administration and congressional Democratic leaders are communists, socialists, and/or fascists bent on destroying 
capitalism and the market economy and imposing a socialist dictatorship in America. Former Senator Rick Santorum 
has accused the Obama administration and its allies of being so committed to imposing socialism in America that they 
are scheming to destroy churches and families.

Glenn Beck, Sarah Palin and Michele Bachman have escalated the use of fear and guilt by association to a major 
money making enterprise.  The use of fear to target groups in society and accuse those groups  of being the reason 
that things aren’t as good as they once were for middle class, middle income citizens is not new.  

McCarthy and his subcommittee did not only target people for destruction based on alleged communist sympathies; 
they also hunted for homosexuals in government service. In a striking parallel, right-wing leaders, dismayed and 
outraged by growing public support for legal equality for LGBT Americans, have used public debates over marriage 
equality to attack gay people as enemies of faith, family, and freedom, and they are engaged in ongoing smear cam-
paigns against openly gay Obama administration officials and nominees.

 I do not advocate curtailment of individual liberties, but we need to raise questions on accountability and on the  rise 
of a new brand of McCarthyism that is too dangerous to ignore any longer.

Where is the interest in governing—in being effective?   We need to remember FDR’s old saying  that what we have 
to fear is fear itself and show up these fear mongers for what they are.



Super Mule

“There’s a story today in the entertainment trade papers that Sarah Palin is shopping a reality show 
with the producer of ‘Survivor’, Mark Burnett. That’s why she quit being the governor of Alaska. I 
find it strange that Sarah Palin would be shopping a reality show considering the fact that she hasn’t 
shown much interest in reality.” –Jimmy Kimmel

“Former governor George W. Bush is writing a book, writing a book. How about that, about his 
eight years in the White House. It’s all part of his war on literacy.” –David Letterman

And I love this story. Just four days after being arrested on a drunken driving charge while leaving a gay bar with a 
man, State Senator Roy Ashburn of California, who is married and one of these antigay guys — very antigay, votes 
against every gay thing — and now he is gay. He said he finally realized it last night, while watching the big dance 
number during the Oscars.” –Jay Leno

“And I love this. Radio host Rush Limbaugh says he will leave the United States if health care reform passes. Well, if 
that doesn’t get the Democrats to rally, nothing will.” –Jay Leno

“Massa was on Glenn Beck and he showed a book of graphic photos of things sailors did for fun when at sea. The 
book was so graphic, they couldn’t show them on the air. Now if you’re trying to convince people you’re not gay, you 
probably shouldn’t show your big book of naked sailors.” –Jay Leno

“Rush Limbaugh says if health care reform passes, he’s going to leave the country and move to Costa Rica. Hey, 
you know what that means, right? That means one less overweight smoker the rest of us don’t have to pay for.” –Jay 
Leno

“Earlier today, the president of Haiti was at the White House to meet with President Obama. He said the people of his 
country need jobs, they need places to live, and they need health care. And then the president of Haiti spoke.” –Jay 
Leno

Massa goes on the Glenn Beck show and he says that he was having a birthday party tickling his staff. And he said 
one guy couldn’t breathe, he was tickling him so hard. And then Dick Cheney said, ‘Well, we should have done that 
at Gitmo.’” –David Letterman

“So now this Congressman Eric Massa is claiming that he was bullied in a gym by Rahm Emanuel. The President’s 
guy is bullying him in a gym, naked. And I know you are thinking to yourselves, ‘Well gee, thanks a lot, Dave, for sear-
ing that image into our brains because that’s something we’ll carry for a long time right there.’” –David Letterman

“He admits to groping, fondling, and tickling. And I’m thinking, well, why isn’t this guy governor of New York?” 
–David Letterman

“Barbie’s birthday. Did you know that? And if you don’t know Barbie let me just tell you. She is the pretty, plastic doll 
who didn’t run with John McCain.” –David Letterman

“Federal officials just revealed that a member of al-Qaida worked at three nuclear power plants in New Jersey over six 
years. Wait, there are three nuclear power plants in New Jersey? I guess that explains Snooki.” –Jimmy Fallon

“New Rule: Glenn Beck has to stop being so hard on himself. After his Eric Massa interview, Beck said, ‘I think this 
is the first time I have wasted an hour of your time.’ Oh Glenn, that’s so not true. First of all, we never make it through 
the hour. But when we flip by your show and you’re standing on your desk, dressed in lederhosen and holding back 
tears, etching something about Woodrow Wilson on your crazy board, believe me those two minutes aren’t wasted. 
They’re the funniest part of our day.” –Bill Maher

“This week was dominated by Congressman Eric Massa, the amazing groping, tickling, snorkeling congressman. 
America was shocked to learn there is another closeted gay congressman and he’s not a Republican.” –Bill Maher



Membership Tea 2010

Scheduled Events

Next Meeting
April 10th at 11:30

at  Memaw’s in

Indian Harbor Beach. 



It is the policy of the South Brevard Democratic Women’s Club to not endorse any Democratic candidate over 
another Democratic candidate in a primary election.  However, we can and do endorse as loudly and publicly 

as possible all Democratic candidates in the November general election! 

Palin attacks Grayson—Grayson Responds
On Friday night, Sarah Palin came to Orlando, and attacked Rep. Alan Grayson. 
This is what she said:

“I got to meet quite a few candidates who are lining up in a contested primary who 
want to take out Alan Grayson. And I think Alan Grayson -- what can you say about Alan Grayson? Piper is with 
me tonight, so I won’t say anything about Alan Grayson that can’t be said around children. [Good one, Sarah!] 
But thank you, Florida, for allowing candidates in a contested primary to duke it out over ideas and principles 
and values, all with the same goal, and that is unseating those who have such a disconnect from the people of 
America. That’s what the goal is here in this race against Alan Grayson. Please fight hard, and do this for the 
rest of the country. Fight hard, and send a conservative to Washington, DC.”

Palin, the former half-term Governor, current-nothing and future-even-less, charmed the all-Republican audi-
ence with her folksy folksiness and her homespun homespunnery. Atypically, Palin was wearing clothes that she 
had paid for herself. At the end of the event, she shared her recipe for mooseface pie.

In response to Palin’s attack on Rep Grayson, Grayson actually complimented Palin. Grayson praised Palin 
for having a hand large enough to fit Grayson’s entire name on it. He thanked Palin for alleviating the growing 
shortage of platitudes in Central Florida.

Grayson added that Palin deserved credit for getting through the entire hour-long program without quitting. 
Grayson also said that Palin really had mastered Palin’s imitation of Tina Fey imitating Palin. Grayson observed 
that Palin is the most-intelligent leader that the Republican Party has produced since George W. Bush.

When asked to comment about what effect Palin’s criticism might have, Grayson pointed out, “As the Knave’s 
horse says in Alice in Wonderland, ‘dogs will believe anything.’” Earlier, as the Orlando Sentinel reported, 
Grayson said, “I’m sure Palin knows all about politics in Central Florida, since from her porch she can see 
Winter Park,” which is part of Grayson’s district.

Grayson said that the Alaskan chillbilly was welcome to return to Central Florida anytime, as long as she brings 
lots of money with her, and spends it. “I look forward to an honest debate with Governor Palin on the issues, in 
the unlikely event that she ever learns anything about them,”

Scientists are studying Sarah Palin’s travel between Alaska and Florida carefully. They hope to learn more about 
the flight patterns of that elusive migratory species, the wild Alaskan dingbat.

Tom Lee: It would be “political suicide” for 
Fla GOP to release credit card statements

TomLeeFormer state senate President Tom Lee, R-Brandon, had some interesting insight 
as a panelist on WEDU’s Florida This Week program this weekend. Lee was among the 
legislative leaders who used to have a party credit card, and he suggested typical voters un-
accustomed to the way politicians raise money might be less than inspired if they learned 
what was on people’s party-issued credit cards and how political elites operate.

“I think the Crist campaign or emissaries of his campaign leaked these (Marco Rubio credit 
card statements) knowing the damage it would do and they in doing so threw the whole 



The leading Democratic candidate for Florida’s open U.S. Senate seat, Kendrick 
Meek, says he is on track to meet his goal of collecting 130,000 signatures by March 29, 
making him the first statewide candidate to qualify for the Florida ballot by petition.  Yet 
his campaign has been largely overshadowed by the fierce Republican contest between 
Gov. Charlie Crist and former House Speaker Marco Rubio.  Meek’s campaign manager, 
Abe Dyk, got reporters’ attention today by arranging a conference call to announce that 
the campaign has 112,000 signatures, though only a portion of those signatures have been 
turned into state election officials.  Here’s the rub: The campaign may still pay the qualify-
ing fee just in case it gets “dragged into” a legal dispute over the validity of the signatures, 
Dyk acknowledged. The roughly $10,000 fee is due April 30.  “We expect that we are going to make the ballot 
and make it with enough that we won’t be paying that fee,’’ Dyk said. He said if the campaign paid the fee it 
would be “doing it only to make sure.”

Meek has been criss-crossing the state to gather signatures and raise his profile, with 10 trips to Jacksonville, 
five to Pensacola and “too many to count” to Tampa Bay and Orlando, Dyk said. Polls show him trailing  Crist 
and Rubio.  “We’ve worked harder and longer than anyone else in the campaign,’’ Dyk said. “We’re not paying 
attention to polls.”

Most people who focused on Charlie Crist’s self-immolation in the Republican primary figured that the next 
best option for a contested race in November would be if Crist switched to an independent or a Democrat. Ken-
drick Meek, the Congressman running unopposed in the Democratic primary at the moment, has been given 
little chance to win by many observers, and recent polling showed him behind either challenger by double 
digits. However, while that remains the case in a Meek-Crist matchup, in a head-to-head with Rubio, Meek 
fares pretty well, better than Crist in fact.

The general election scenario that would give Democrats the best chance at winning the seat is a straight on 
contest between Rubio and Meek. The Republican leads 44-39 in that match up, and because there are a lot 
more undecided Democrats (20%) than Republicans (12%) the race is realistically probably even closer than 
5 points. Rubio benefits from a more unified party with 77% of Republicans already committed to voting for 
him compared to 67% of Democrats who say they’ll vote for Meek. But Meek leads 41-34 with independents, 
a very rare outcome in this political climate when independents are usually leaning strongly toward the GOP.

Crist, who holds 35/51 approval/disapproval ratings after having presided over harsh economic times in Flori-
da, trails Rubio 43-34 if he chose to run as a Democrat, and trails 34-27 in a three-way race as an independent, 
with Rubio leading and Meek behind with 25%.

This is one poll, of course. But it’s plausible that Meek, not Crist, represents the best chance to take that seat 
from Marco Rubio. After all, he’ll be able to unite the Democratic Party better, and Rubio’s clear position as 
a Jim DeMint arch-conservative might not play well in purplish Florida, as opposed to the primary electorate. 
Democrats shouldn’t write off this race

party under the bus frankly,’’ said Lee, noting that Crist received plenty of party resources himself. “As much 
as the public may not appreciate  learning this, this is the way Democrats and Republicans - not just in Florida 
but throughout America - raise money. It is not a pretty party of the political process, but (it’s wrong) to single 
out Marco Rubio or to single out Republicans. I think some things that went on under the leadership of Jim 
Greer at the Republican party of Florida are unconscionable.

“You just can’t explain what’s on any of those cards, Democrat or Republican, when people are losing their 
jobs in America and we’re at double digit unemployment. To put that out in the public right now  would be 
political suicide. If the FDLE wants to get into it, I’m all for that. If the IRS wants to get into it, I think that’s 
appropriate.”



You can find PDF copies of these news-
letters at www.sbdwcnewsletter.com/

hodadpix.com

Amy Tidd

www.LEAP.cc

www.flcan.org

Geraldine Kapushy

Be an SBDWC Booster
Your ad will appear in the newsletter as well as in 
the archive at   http://sbdwcnewsletter.com where 
thousands can view it.  A link included in your ad 
will be “clickable” so as to send greater traffic to 
your site.
Help us find Boosters to cover the costs of printing 
our newsletter.  Cost for a one line listing is $20 
for 6 months or $35 for a year.  Cost for a two line 
listing is $30  for 6 months or $45  for a year,  ad-
ditional lines extra.

Contact pfarley_101@hotmail.com

Jackolyn Lombardo

Madeline Farley
Cathy Stanton

Jane Feldman

Roberts & Associates
35 yrs. experience, Nan Roberts, Principal

Help your non-profit grow!
321-292-1965

Vera McGibney

Vicki Impoco

Our sincere Thoughts and Prayers 
are extended to all the US troops 

stationed in Iraq,  Afghanistan  and 
also to their families everywhere.  

We pray for the safe return of the 
troops, a speedy end to the war and 
the wisdom of our leaders to guide 

us in this conflict.

Lore Scurrah

Leonia Francis

Laura Fausone

Janie Holman

It’s Time to pay your
$20.00 Annual Dues. 

You may pay your dues at a meeting or mail your 
check to Treasurer Milly Krause   Address: 

Milly Krause 
800 S. Brevard Avenue #222 
Cocoa Beach, Florida 32931

Also, why not consider becoming a Booster for our 
newsletter at the same time and adding that in your 
check.  Being a Booster means you are supporting 
the newsletter by contributing to the printing and 
mailing costs. 

Brevard Now

Artney Turner


