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“Birther Bill” Posey
With the world in a state of  financial crisis, our county at war in Iraq and 
Afghanistan, and the impending ruin of our own  state’ s education  sys-
tem  because of budget woes, isn’t it comforting to know  we have fresh-
man Representative Bill Posey in Congress.  He’s been there such a short 
time and he has already made the national network news for introducing a 
“birther” bill in Congress, prompting headlines such as Florida Congress-
man Wishes To Prevent Hawaiians From EVER Acquiring The Presidency 
Again.  

“Birthers” are the tag name given to that extreme group that have gone to great measures to 
spread rumors that Obama is not a natural born citizen and thus not eligible to be president. 
This bill copies proposed state legislation in Missouri and elsewhere that stems from fringe 
doubts about Obama’s eligibility for office. The full bill text isn’t yet available, and Posey’s 
spokesman didn’t immediately respond to a request by the major news networks for com-
ment, but here’s a summary:

H.R. 1503. A bill to amend the Federal Election Campaign Act of 1971 to require the prin-
cipal campaign committee of a candidate for election to the office of President to include 
with the committee’s statement of organization a copy of the candidate’s birth certificate, 
together with such other documentation as may be necessary to establish that the candidate 
meets the qualifications for eligibility to the Office of President under the Constitution; to 
the Committee on House Administration.

We can just all be thankful that we have a Representative who refuses to be a willing part-
ner in the conspiracy to cover up the fact President Obama 
was never a “natural born citizen” but was actually born 
on a tiny little desert island out in the Pacific, a few hun-
dred miles off of the coast of California called “Hawaii” 
by its countrymen. Let us never forget that Posey also said 
that the reason people don’t have health care is because 
they buy large screen TVs. Thank goodness we have a 
clear (empty) headed Congressman who wants to hold that 
document in his own cold hand  and not trust the bureau-
crats out in “far off places” to determine the legitimacy of 
a birth certificate. We agree that you just have to draw the 
line somewhere.

We think its time to draw some new district lines and get 
Posey out of office before he can do any more damage and 
embarrass us any more!



Editor’s Notes

Last March 11, President Obama created The White House Council on Women and Girls 
by executive order and stated:   “….when women still earn just 78 cents for every dollar 
men make; when one in four women still experiences domestic violence in their lifetimes; 
when women are more than half of our population, but just 17 percent of our Congress; 
when women are 49 percent of the workforce, but only 3 percent of our Fortune 500 CEOs 
-- when these inequalities stubbornly persist in this country, in this century, then I think we 
need to ask ourselves some hard questions.  I think we need to take a hard look at where 
we’re falling short, and who we’re leaving out, and what that means for the prosperity and 
the vitality of our nation.”

*****************************

In the last month my hard look into this matter concerned S-182   the Paycheck Fairness Act.
While the Paycheck Fairness Act was not included with the Lilly Ledbetter Fair Pay Act (S.181) when the 
Senate sent it to President Obama in January, it is a crucial companion bill that will enhance current equal pay 
legislation. The Paycheck Fairness Act simply updates the Equal Pay Act of 1963, ensuring that women receive 
equal pay for equal work. It also entitles victims of gender-based wage discrimination to remedies comparable 
to victims of discrimination based on race or national origin. Passing the Paycheck Fairness Act is an essential 
step towards deterring wage discrimination and ensuring the economic security of women and their families 
nationwide.
 
The Paycheck Fairness Act passed the House with a greater bi-partisan majority than even the Lilly Ledbetter 
Fair Pay Restoration Act, but it has been tabled by the Senate.  In light of our nation’s economic crisis, it is 
more important than ever to close the wage gap, pay women what they’re worth, and ensure that victims of 
wage discrimination are entitled to fair and equitable treatment.   

I have included a link to a fact sheet prepared by the American Association of University Women on the Pay-
check Fairness Act.
http://www.now.org/issues/economic/022709pfa.html and I will bring copies of this to our next meeting.
Please add your voice to mine in appealing to our senators to pass this measure.  I wrote both Bill Nelson and 
Mel Martinez to ask them to become co sponsors. I did get the somewhat expected responses from both Sena-
tors. 

Nelson responded that the legislation is now awaiting a vote on the Senate floor and he would keep my views 
in mind should this bill come before the full Senate. 

Martinez focused on Ledbetter in his response saying,” I find it equally important that statutes of limitations be 
observed. They serve an important function in our judicial system by protecting our nation’s employers from 
endless litigation. For this and other reasons I supported several amendments to the Ledbetter legislation that 
would include the necessary protection for business while still promoting equality in the workplace. During 
this difficult economic climate it is critical to promote fair pay for employees and protect business owners.”  He 
did not even address S-182 Paycheck Fairness.

This legislation needs to go to the President for signature during this congress.



It’s Time to pay your $20.00 Annual Dues. You may pay your dues at a meeting or mail your 
check to Treasurer Hope Stewart.            Address: Hope Stewart 

P.O. Box 100127, 
Palm Bay, Florida, 32910 

Also, why not consider becoming a Booster for our newsletter at the same time and adding that in your 
check.  Being a Booster means you are supporting the newsletter by contributing to the printing and mail-
ing costs. (See Back Page)

Democrat named to Florida Supreme Court
Gov. Crist appointed Judge James E.C. Perry to the Florida 
Supreme Court -- the fourth black justice ever appointed.
BY DAVID DECAMP
Herald/Times Tallahassee Bureau

Gov. Charlie Crist made a Central Florida circuit judge the Florida Su-
preme Court’s fourth-ever black justice on Wednesday, disap-
pointing conservatives seeking to tilt the court more to the right.

Judge James E.C. Perry, 65, of Sanford grew up in rural North 
Carolina, overcoming poverty and Jim Crow prejudice. A Demo-
crat, he was appointed to the circuit court in 2000 by Gov. Jeb 
Bush and later served as chief judge for three years. He and Crist 
seized on that experience to make Perry’s case for the top bench in the state.

‘’We have a very diverse state, and I think it’s important that our court understand all the different perspectives 
that make Florida a great place to live,’’ Crist said.  But an array of conservative groups -- notably the National 
Rifle Association and abortion opponent Florida Family Policy Council -- and industry attorneys supported 
appeals Judge Alan Lawson of Orlando, who espoused a mantra of the right: the ``proper, limited role of the 
judicial branch.’’

Bruce Rogow, a law professor at Nova Southeastern University, cautioned against labeling Perry before he be-
gins working on the Supreme Court. A trial court judge writes few notable opinions, Rogow said. And history 
is dotted with top judges who broke with expectations. The fact that the Supreme Court now has four relatively 
new members only makes the dynamics of the panel more uncertain, he said.

‘’I think it’s so important for everybody to wait and see,’’ said Rogow, noting he had not seen such dramatic 
change on the court in 45 years of legal work.

The underpinning of Perry’s bid for the court was his experience growing up poor in the rural South. He unsuc-
cessfully sued for discrimination after the Georgia Bar failed him in 1972. He passed the Bar exam a year later. 
When Bush appointed him, he became the first black judge on the 18th Circuit.

Perry also founded a youth sports league named after the racially pioneering baseball star Jackie Robinson.

In his application, he cited his personal experience as ‘’uniquely’’ qualifying him to be a Supreme Court jus-
tice. But he also wrote that there are limits on courts to interpret law -- and ``not to legislate.’’

Neal Roth, a Coral Gables plaintiffs attorney, said Perry is fair and objective.

‘’His life story shows he has tremendous character,’’ said Roth, who worked with Perry on two Supreme Court 
commissions



Club fund raiser
Check this Out!!!

Why Mommy is a 
Democrat and Why 

Daddy is a Democrat 
by Jeremy Zilber

Using plain and 
non-judgmental 

language, along with 
warm and whimsical 

illustrations.

The price is 
$10.00 each.  

Get your copies 
at any club 

meeting or by 
calling 

Artney Turner 
at 727-0215.

Legislative Report

It’s hard to believe that Florida has more Democrats registered than 
Republicans.  Why, then, you ask, do Republicans control our Leg-
islature?  The simple answer is that because of the lack of the proper 
laws governing the way districts are drawn, they have been able to 
draw the lines to their benefit.  

Now Bill Posey has a bill before Congress requiring any candidate 
for President to produce a birth certificate to prove they were born 
in the United States!  We have a country in a deep recession, we’re 
fighting two wars, we have thousands out of work, homes in foreclosure, and he wastes 
time on this, just to pander to the far right radicals of his party who still won’t accept that 
they lost the Presidential election!  

This is one of the reasons why we need to force the Florida Republican Party and Leg-
islature to redraw fairly the Legislative and Congressional District lines in 2012.  How 
else are we going to get Posey out of there and gain back control of U.S. House District 
15?

Did you know that the Republicans deliberately put only one precinct in Brevard County 
(where Nancy Higgs lives) into Florida House District 80, Indian River County, to pre-
vent Nancy from running for office in a district where she is so well known?

District 29, partially in Brevard County, starts in Mims, runs through sparsely populated 
farmland in Osceola County, never touching Brevard County again until Barefoot Bay 
and then into Indian River County!  

Florida House District 30 runs from Rockledge, through some of Melbourne, into the 
west part of Palm Bay and then jumps to two very small, Republican sections on the 
beach.  Palm Bay, because it’s predominately Democratic, has been deliberately divided 
up and put into two Florida House districts! 

Sign onto a website called FairDistrictsFlorida.org before our April meeting.  Take a 
look at the illustration of Florida Legislative District 27, which, believe it or not, runs 
from Palm Beach County all the way over to Ft. Myers on the west coast!  

I hope this has you “fired up” enough to come to the April 4 business meeting prepared 
to take your share of the petitions that will be distributed and have your friends and 
family members sign them, to get a referendum on the 2010 ballot.  Also, I hope you 
will come with ideas on where we can have petitions signed, and ready to volunteer to 
be a part of that project.  I have volunteered to be the coordinator between the DEC and 
the Democratic Women’s Clubs.  The Chair of the DEC, Beth McMillan, has promised 
12,000 petitions from Brevard County.  We need to get this done before October 31!  
Let’s pledge to do our part and get lots and lots of the petitions signed!

I believe that this, along with massive voter registration drives, is the only way the 
Democrats can gain back control of Florida.



Scheduled Events

Our Next Meeting
Sat. April 4, 11:30 am

Memaw’s Bar-B-Q 
at 600 E. Eau Gallie 

Boulevard, Indian Har-
bour Beach.

May Meeting
May 2

Piccadilly Restaurant 
at Melbourne Square

2009 DWCF
Convention,

September 24-27
Crown Plaza
2605 N A1A

Highway, Melbourne,
FL 32903

OUR NEXT MEETING is going to be one of our annual business meetings and will be 
held on Saturday April 4 at 11:30 at Memaw’s Bar-B-Q at 600 E. Eau Gallie Boulevard, 
Indian Harbour Beach.  We will be discussing future activities, collecting surveys of the 
volunteer hours worked in the last election, and distributing flyers and petitions on vari-
ous subjects of interest.  Please attend.

Our May 2nd Meeting will be back at the Piccadilly Restaurant at Melbourne Square.

We have a few members who have still not paid their dues renewal. Please remem-
ber to do so.  If not paid we will soon be required to drop your membership and we 
do not want to loose you!

We will soon begin to distribute tickets for a drawing to benefit our Scholarship Fund.
A drawing for a $150 gift card will take place at our June Scholarship Luncheon.  Tickets 
will be distributed in exchange for a one dollar donation or 6 tickets for 5 dollars. 
As a club we need to raise at least  one thousand dollars to cover the cost of the gift card, 
lunch for recipient and parent, the scholarship itself and the printing of the tickets.    We 
can do this if we try!!!  

For our Scholarship Luncheon in June, we are planning on a very nice Fund-raiser Fash-
ion Show. More details will follow next Month. Please plan on these events.  We need 
your help and your support to make these happenings successful. 

We sadly announce the passing of Mary Clare Vrana, a long time member of 
the SBDWC.  Because of a long illness Mary Clare had not attended meet-
ings recently.  Mary Clare lived on Elizabeth Street and her irreplaceable 
friendship and valued membership will be greatly missed



The SBDWC Tea Party was a simple, but beautiful affair 
that gathered over 50 members and guests in President Madeline Far-
ley’s home for some “get together and get to know each other time.”  
This annual affair is the signal that spring has arrived and gives the 
attendees a chance to show off some of their beautiful spring ward-
robes.  It also gives our President a chance to play with her china and 
crystal. 
The aroma of fresh tea, coffee, and baked goods filled the air.  The 
days of cleaning, cooking and baking came together with a tabletop 
display of mouth-watering treats that were enjoyed by everyone.  
Menu items served included quiche, deviled eggs, wrapped sausages, 
chicken salad and ham salad tea sandwiches, cheese scones, madelines 
with cherries and whipped cream, brownie bites, mini carrot cakes, chocolate petit fours, filled cream puffs, 

individual lemon Bundt cakes, several varieties of cheese cake 
and a large assortment of different cookies, turnovers,  fudge, nuts 
and mints. White chocolate covered strawberries were on stems 
as table decorations with the fruit trays and dark chocolate des-
ert cups with tasty fillings rotated on a mechanical desert display 
crowned with a democratic donkey. 
With food and drink in hand, the guests had time to mingle and 
get to know each other. State President Janie Holman was in at-
tendance and addressed the crowd, giving them her good wishes.  
Petitions for Florida 
Fair Districts were 

briefly introduced and distributed. (You will hear much more about 
this topic from Frances Speegle’s article and our future meetings!) 
We had several members bring guests and we have high hopes that 
most may join.  A giant thank you is extended to all who participat-
ed, and especially to our President who again served as our hostess 
for this event.  Welcome to new member Milly Krause!!

Good Friends

Good Times had by 
all with food, fun, 

and politics!





Remarks of President Barack Obama
Weekly Address, Saturday, March 14, 2009

I’ve often said that I don’t believe government has the answer to every problem or that it can do all things for 
all people. We are a nation built on the strength of individual initiative. But there are certain things that we can’t 
do on our own. There are certain things only a government can do. And one of those things is ensuring that the 
foods we eat, and the medicines we take, are safe and don’t cause us harm. That is the mission of our Food and 
Drug Administration and it is a mission shared by our Department of Agriculture, and a variety of other agen-
cies and offices at just about every level of government.

The men and women who inspect our foods and test the safety of our medicines are chemists and physicians, 
veterinarians and pharmacists. It is because of the work they do each and every day that the United States is one 
of the safest places in the world to buy groceries at a supermarket or pills at a drugstore. Unlike citizens of so 
many other countries, Americans can trust that there is a strong system in place to ensure that the medications 
we give our children will help them get better, not make them sick; and that a family dinner won’t end in a trip 
to the doctor’s office.

But in recent years, we’ve seen a number of problems with the food making its way to our kitchen tables. In 
2006, it was contaminated spinach. In 2008, it was salmonella in peppers and possibly tomatoes. And just this 
year, bad peanut products led to hundreds of illnesses and cost nine people their lives – a painful reminder of 
how tragic the consequences can be when food producers act irresponsibly and government is unable to do its 
job. Worse, these incidents reflect a troubling trend that’s seen the average number of outbreaks from contami-
nated produce and other foods grow to nearly 350 a year – up from 100 a year in the early 1990s.

Part of the reason is that many of the laws and regulations governing food safety in America have not been 
updated since they were written in the time of Teddy Roosevelt. It’s also because our system of inspection 
and enforcement is spread out so widely among so many people that it’s difficult for different parts of our 
government to share information, work together, and solve problems. And it’s also because the FDA has been 
underfunded and understaffed in recent years, leaving the agency with the resources to inspect just 7,000 of our 
150,000 food processing plants and warehouses each year. That means roughly 95% of them go uninspected.

That is a hazard to public health. It is unacceptable. And it will change under the leadership of Dr. Margaret 
Hamburg, whom I am appointing today as Commissioner of the Food and Drug Administration. From her re-
search on infectious disease at the National Institutes of Health to her work on public health at the Department 
of Health and Human Services to her leadership on biodefense at the Nuclear Threat Initiative, Dr. Hamburg 
brings to this vital position not only a reputation of integrity but a record of achievement in making Americans 
safer and more secure. Dr. Hamburg was one of the youngest people ever elected to the National Academy of 
Sciences’ Institute of Medicine. And her two children have a unique distinction of their own. Their birth certifi-
cates feature her name twice – once as their mother, and once as New York City Health Commissioner. In that 
role, Dr. Hamburg brought a new life to a demoralized agency, leading an internationally-recognized initiative 
that cut the tuberculosis rate by nearly half, and overseeing food safety in our nation’s largest city. 

Joining her as Principal Deputy Commissioner will be Dr. Joshua Sharfstein. As Baltimore’s Health Commis-
sioner, Dr. Sharfstein has been recognized as a national leader for his efforts to protect children from unsafe 
over-the-counter cough and cold medications. And he’s designed an award-winning program to ensure that 
Americans with disabilities had access to prescription drugs.

Their critical work – and the critical work of the FDA they lead – will be part of a larger effort taken up by a 
new Food Safety Working Group I am creating. This Working Group will bring together cabinet secretaries 
and senior officials to advise me on how we can upgrade our food safety laws for the 21st century; foster co-
ordination throughout government; and ensure that we are not just designing laws that will keep the American 



Women to Watch in the News ---- Dr. Elizabeth Warren 

Harvard bankruptcy law professor Elizabeth Warren is one of a very small circle of experts 
who, during the boom years, accurately diagnosed the frailty of American finance capitalism. 
In articles, blog posts, lectures and several books, she has focused on the ways post-1970s 
wage stagnation has squeezed the middle class, leading to a drop in savings, a massive spike 
in consumer debt and more hours of labor spent to purchase core middle-class goods like 
health care and housing. The cumulative effect of these changes, as she argued, is families 
taking on far more risk than those of a generation earlier, and an economy skating on very thin ice.

Senate majority leader Harry Reid chose Elizabeth Warren to chair the five-member Congressional Oversight 
Panel (COP) for the Emergency Economic Stabilization Act which was appointed by leaders in Congress from 
both parties.  The COP was given the task of reporting every thirty days on the program’s effectiveness, transpar-
ency and protection of taxpayers.   In this position, Dr. Warren has recently become a frequent and new personal-
ity on the network news channels. She is making news, asking direct questions, and making detailed reports.    

Describing a letter Hank Paulson originally sent to the COP, Warren said, “These ‘investments,’ as he called 
them, ‘were at or near par.’ That’s a direct quote. That 
means for every $100 invested, the taxpayers get $100 
back in stock and warrants. It was perfectly clear that this 
was not true, and it was not true not because the market 
fell afterwards. It was not true on the date of the transac-
tion.” 

“Who are we trying to protect here?” she asks. “Is it a 
banking system that is in service to American families 
and the economy, or is it the American families and the 
economy in service to a banking system? I know what I 
think the answer should be.”

people safe, but enforcing them. And I expect this group to report back to me with recommendations as soon as 
possible.

As part of our commitment to public health, our Agriculture Department is closing a loophole in the system 
to ensure that diseased cows don’t find their way into the food supply. And we are also strengthening our food 
safety system and modernizing our labs with a billion dollar investment, a portion of which will go toward sig-
nificantly increasing the number of food inspectors, helping ensure that the FDA has the staff and support they 
need to protect the food we eat.

In the end, food safety is something I take seriously, not just as your President, but as a parent. When I heard 
peanut products were being contaminated earlier this year, I immediately thought of my 7-year old daughter, 
Sasha, who has peanut butter sandwiches for lunch probably three times a week. No parent should have to worry 
that their child is going to get sick from their lunch. Just as no family should have to worry that the medicines 
they buy will cause them harm. Protecting the safety of our food and drugs is one of the most fundamental re-
sponsibilities government has, and, with the outstanding team I am announcing today, it is a responsibility that I 
intend to uphold in the months and years to come.

Thank you.



Super Mule

“Hey, did you see this on the news? I thought this was nice. Over the weekend in 
Washington, DC, First Lady Michelle Obama was at a homeless shelter serving food 
to the homeless. Wasn’t that nice? Reaching out to the middle class. I thought that 
was fantastic.” -- Jay Leno

And former President George W. Bush says he’ll start a national speaking tour soon. 
You know, as soon as he learns how to speak.” -- Jay Leno

“And politicians in the state of Iowa have voted to rename their Department of Elder 
Affairs. They’re changing the name to the Department of Aging. Have they thought 
this through? I mean, now, elderly people will be calling the DOA.” -- Jay Leno

“Rush Limbaugh is on the cover of ‘Newsweek.’ It just came out today. You see, it’s got a big thing across it 
that says, ‘ENOUGH!’ But is this about politics or dieting?” -- Jay Leno

“Over the weekend, we had the time deal and moved the clocks forward. And because of that, we lost an hour, 
and I’m thinking well hell, we’ve lost everything else. Who cares?” -- David Letterman

“A new poll indicates that Americans are now less religious than ever before. But I think people are more reli-
gious now because all you have to do is take a look at your 401(k) and you start shouting, ‘Oh, God! Oh God!’” 
-- David Letterman

“According to a new study, people are sleeping less because they’re worried about the economy. I think also it 
might have something to do with the fact they’re sleeping under bridges.” -- Craig Ferguson

Well, how much is Rush Limbaugh loving all his recent publicity? He is everywhere now, since he said he 
wanted Obama’s policies to fail. This is the greatest thing to happen to Limbaugh since they started making that 
center-cut bacon.” -Jay Leno

“Rush Limbaugh has challenged President Obama 
to a debate. A White House spokesman said the 
President has bigger things to worry about. I’m 
thinking, ‘Really? Bigger than Rush Limbaugh?’ 
Have you seen Rush lately?” -- Jay Leno

“Rush Limbaugh is the new face of the Republi-
can Party, however. And he says that he can de-
feat President Obama in a debate. I’m thinking 
maybe a competitive eating contest, but I don’t 
know about a debate.” -- David Letterman

“As you know now, Rush Limbaugh is the new 
face of the Republican Party, but they’ll probably 
go with a different body. I don’t want to say Rush 
is fat but he is a red state.” -- David Letterman



Our news is filled with all the belly 
aching over earmarks, pork, and 
budgetary bloating.  Leading this 
charge is what is left of the Repub-
lican Party.  You remember them.....  
the ones that took a balanced budget 
(thanks Bill) and quickly spent all 
that they could,  even to the point 
that true fiscal conservative republi-
cans couldn’t recognize their “Grand 
Old Party” anymore.

A quick glance at the maps to the 
right shows which party is really the 
one always looking for a handout!  
With Bobby Jindal claiming that he 
won’t take the federal funds, one 
might think that his state has always 
been self sufficient.

Republican Governors are lined 
up denying interest in the recovery 
money but if you look closer.... their 
states are quietly dipping into the 
federal trough.  It’s as though they 
don’t realize that their hypocrisy is 
evident to everyone.

From what I’ve seen of the Republican Party since the election, it will 
be quite some time before anyone takes these bozos seriously again.  At 
a time of national, economic crisis these fools are playing the same po-
litical games that Newt Gingrich ushered in and Karl Rove honed.  The 
American people are sick and tired of partisan games and want to see their 
representatives get the job done for a change.

40% of all the earmarks requested in this year’s omnibus budget bill are 
from Republicans yet it is their hue and cry that we hear most loudly. This 
next election season the American public needs to send yet another mes-
sage to the failed republican party.  Get to work, learn how to compromise 
or lose even more seats in this nation’s government.



You can find PDF copies of these news-
letters at www.sbdwcnewsletter.com/

Have News to Share?
If you have information you would like includ-
ed in this newsletter, please email The editor, 

Patricia Farley-Crutcher at 
pfarley_101@hotmail.com

or call 321-773-2949.

www.hodadpix.com

www.southernladysgallery.com

Beach Side Ballroom Club
321-777-0001

Silhouette Hairlines
Bonnie

www.LEAP.cc

www.flcan.org

Geraldine Kapushy

Be an SBDWC Booster
Your ad will appear in the newsletter as well as in 
the archive at   http://sbdwcnewsletter.com where 
thousands can view it.  A link included in your ad 
will be “clickable” so as to send greater traffic to 
your site.
Help us find Boosters to cover the costs of printing 
our newsletter.  Cost for a one line listing is $20 
for 6 months or $35 for a year.  Cost for a two line 
listing is $30  for 6 months or $45  for a year,  ad-
ditional lines extra.

Contact pfarley_101@hotmail.com

Jackolyn Lombardo

Beach Side Mini Storage
321-773-0096

Madeline Farley

Cathy Stanton

Jane Feldman


